
Notes from a St. Mary’s Diary 
Following paragraphs taken 

from a St. Mary’s academy 

diary provide an interesting 

trip down memory lane: 

* * * 

1902 

Entertainers to 
Close School Term— 

The pupils of St. Mary s acad- 

emy will close the school year 
with entertainments, one on 

June 17 and the other on June 
19 The beautiful drama v-ae- 

ceiia” will be presented on the 

latter night. Dramatics per- 
sonae: CaeceUa, Virgin Martyr, 
Miss Anna L. O’Donnell; Agnes, 
an orphan, Miss Bea M. McCaf- 
ferty; Egeria, a Roman lady, 
Miss Constance Harrington; Ti- 

burtius, Florence Mullen; Quin- 
tillian, Miss Margaret Barrett; 
Valerian, Miss Nelle Brennan; 
Urban, Miss Nina M. Ryan; Ath- 
anaseus, Miss Agnes Clark; Sep- 
timius, Mary M. Hagerty; Alma- 

chius, Miss Anna Dwyer; Decius, 
Dora Testman; Niger, Miss Ag- 
nes Hagerty; Alaxander, Miss 

Margaret Green; Hercules, Miss 

Agnes Kelly; instrumental, Miss 

Mary Dennis, Miss Myrtle 
Moore; duet, “A Dream of Hea- 
ven,” Miss Eva Tierney and 
Miss Florence Hebart. 

* ». * 

1904 
9 Young Ladies Graduate 
From St. Mary's— 

Miss Etha Adams recited a 

poem eulogizing their instruc- 
tors and friends; Miss Margaret 
Grady rendered an essay on 

"True Nobility”; Miss Nelle 
Brennan recited Longfellow’s 
poem ‘King Robert of Sicily”; 
Miss Agnes Kelly paid an en- 

thusiastic eulogy to Robert Em- 
mett; Miss Dorothy Testman re- 

cited the class poem; Miss An- 
na L. Dwyer presented some 
facts about the American flag; 
Miss Agnes Haggerty related a 

legend of the “Madonna”; Miss 
Margaret Green presented “A 
Maiden’s Philosophy”; Miss 
Constance Harrington delivered 
the valedictory. Rev. M. F. Cas- 
sidy conferred the honors. 

The graduation overture was 

played by a piano trio, Viola 
Viertel, Earla Simmons and 
Genevieve McNichols. Miss 
Mary Emery was the accompa- 
nist for the choruses. 

• * • 

1908 
Wit and Sallies 
Cause Merriment— 

Despite the dreadful storm 
which raged Thursday evening, 
June 11, St. Mary’s halls re- | 
echoed with the happy saluta- 
tion and greetings of former 
graduates, whose spirits were 
not dampened and who were 
welcomed to their alma mater 1 

for their first reunion and ban- 
quet. 

Fifty-one young women have 
been graduated from this rapid- j 
ly-growing institution of learn- 
ing since June, 1903. Organiza- 
tion of the Alumnae association 
was a tribute of love and grati- 
tude to their devoted instruct- | 
ors, and a pledge of loyalty to ! 

their alma mater. 
About 30 of the former grad- 

uates were able to be present. 
Miss Bea McCafferty proved a 
most gracious toastmistress, and 
caused muh merriment by her 
rare wit and graceful sallies in 
introducing the speakers. 

Program: “The Work of An 
i 
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Alumnae Association," Miss 
Florence Mullen, ’03; "Reunion 
at St Mary’s," Miss Nelle O’- 
Donnell, ’05; violin solo, Miss 
Mildred Scattergood; “Memor- 

j les,” Miss Mamie Cullen; song, 
"I’m a Pilgrim,” Miss Margaret 
Donohoe, 08; “Our Pastor,” Miss 

j Lenora Daly, ’07; “Our Chap- 
I lain,” Miss Cecilia Holland; vo- 

! cal solo, Miss Mae Campbell, 
I '05; “Welcome Class of 1908," 
Miss Margaret Green, ’04; “Re- 
sponse," nliss Merle Hookstra, 
'08; piano solo, Miss Loretta Sul- 
livan, '07; vocal duet, Misses 
Margaret and Elizabeth Dono- 
hoe; piano solo, Miss Elsie Gat- 
enby; “To Alma Mater,” Miss 
Elizabeth Donohoe. 

# * * 

Alumnae Members Elected 
To Teaching Positions— 

The following have been elect- 
ed to teaching positions for the 
scholastic year, 1908-’09: Miss 
Anna O’Donnell, ’03; Miss Mar- 
garet Grady, ’04; Miss Kathleen 
Doyle, ’06; and Miss Lenora 
Daly, ’07—in the O’Neill public 
school; Miss Cecilia Holland, 
’07, principal of the Verdel 
school; Miss Lottie Grady, ’06, 
will teach in Inman; Miss Anna 
Dwyer, '03, in Butte, Mont.; and 
Miss Margaret Donohoe, f)8, in 
Stafford. 

• • * 

First Brick Laid 
On New Addition— 

Tuesday morning at exactly 
9 o’clock, Mother Leonie laid 
the first brick for the new $53,- 
000 addition to St. Mary’s acad- 
emy. The building when com- 

pleted will be the largest of its 
kind in the state. At the con- 
clusion of the ceremony, the 
Mother was presented with sev- 
eral checks and $10 gold pieces. 

* * * 

uorena aumvan 

Is Toastmislress— 
That realization often surpas- 

ses anticipation was brought 
home with more than usual 
force to the class of 1908 on the 
occasion of the graduates’ re- 

ception given by the juniors at 
St. Mary’s last Tuesday evening. 

The early part of the evening 
was spent in playing progres- 
sive games and the prize, a del- 
icate blue and white SMA pen- 
nant, was won by Miss Sue O’- 
Donnell, '08. The color effect 
was very artistic. Blue and 
white in candelabra, in linen, 
and gracefully festooned from 
ceiling to the tables together 
with fragrant lilies of the valley 
told in whose honor the half j 
was decorated. 

Miss Loretta Sullivan, ’07, j 
now grave, now gay, gratified 
expectations as toastmistress. 

Following is a list of the 
toasts and the names of those 
who graciously responded: “Our 
Alma Master," Miss Elizabeth 
Donohoe; “Our Pastor,” Miss 
Margaret Donohoe; “St. Mary’s 
Bells,” Miss Mae Hunt; ‘The 
Class of ’08,” Miss Mary Mul- 
len; “The Juniors,” Miss Rose 
Pauli; “A Parting Thought,” 
Miss Gea Boyle. 

The guests of honor were 

Very Rev. Father Cassidy, Miss 
Moriarity, Miss Mamie Cullen, 
Mr P J. McManus and Mr. J. 
A. Donohoe. 

* * * 

1909 
Fine Home Talent 
Show Produced— 

The theatergoers of O’Neill 
were treated to a fine exhibition 
of dramatic acting June 9 when 
St. Mary’s academy presented 
“Patricia.” This play is laid in 
the time of early Christianity. 
The playing of Miss Mildred 
Scatergood, of Ainsworth, in the 
role of “Patricia” was unequal- 
led. Miss Kathleen Stannard act- 
ed the part of Flavia, and could 
not be excelled by professionals; | 
Miss Frances Hopkins played j 
the part of Augusta, Empress of I 
Rome; Miss Cora Pixley acted 
the part of Octavia; Eula Stil- 
son, of Atkinson, took the part 
of Cecilia without a flaw; Miss 
Georgia Hall was the blind 
dancing girl. 

1910 
Commencement Exercise 
Held in Opera House— 
.The commencement exercises 
of St. Mary’s academy were held 
in the Knights of Columbus op- 

1 
era house Thursday evening, 

| June 16. 
Program: piano solo, Miss 

Mabel F. Stratton; chorus from 
“II Travatore,” academic stud- 
ents, accompanist, Miss Myrtle 
Fisher; class poem, Miss Mabel 

I F. Stratton; piano solo, Miss 
| Clara Whitwer; reading, "The 
Lost Word,” Miss Anna Kilmur- 

; ry; violin solo, Miss Mildred 
Seatergood; allegory, “The 
Three Graces," Miss Kathleen 

1 Stannard, Miss Lillie Brooks, 
Miss Gertrude Hirsch, Miss 
Marguerite Linahan, Miss Eula 
Stillson. 

Conferring of honors by Very 
Rev. M. F. Cassidy. 

• • • 

1916 
Alumnae Reunion 
Held at St. Mary's— 

At 4 o’clock Sunday afternoon, 
June 11, 70 members of St 
Mary’s Alumnae association 
gathered in the beautiful as- 

sembly room of the academy for 
a business meeting. 

After all general matters were 

disposed of, the election of of- 
ficers resulted in the choice of 
Miss Margaret McGreevy, of the 
class of 1903, now of Omaha, 
president; Miss Kathleen Doyle, 
’06, vice-president; Miss Mar- 
garet Donohoe, ’08, secretary; 
Miss Grace Hammond, ’ll, 

| treasurer. Executive committee: 
Miss Grace Ward, ’07; Miss Jul- 
ia Biglin, ’09; Miss Eula Stilson, 
’ll; Miss Anna McCafferty, ’09; 
Miss Marguerite Doyle, ’09; Miss 
Rose Hughes, ’13. 

At the banquet Miss Martina 
Golden, ’07, was introduced as 
toastmistress. Responses were 
as follows: "St. Mary’s,” Miss 
Eula Stilson, ’ll; “Our Alum- 
nae,” Miss Mary Gallagher, ’12; 
“Our Absent Ones,” Mis Fran- 
ces McGrane, ’13; “The Girl of 
Today,” Miss Violet Brown, T6; I 
“Welcome to the Class of ’16,” 
Miss Mae Hammond, ’15; “Res- 
ponse,” Miss Celia Farrell, ’16. | 

The Alumnae song, “Alma 
Mater,” concluded the program. 

Father Cassilly t 
De.ivers Address— 

Graduation program, June 4 
—“Grande Marche Militaire,” 
Miss Marie Johnson; violin solo,; 
Miss Freida Downey; piano so- 
lo, Miss Celia Farrel; saluta-.l 
tory, Miss Anna Carr; piano 
sextette: I—Marie Biglin, Anna 
Carr, II—Celia Farrell, Cather- 
ine Corey, III—Hatitie Pribil„ 
Kathryn McCarthy; vocal quar- 
tette: Violet Brown, Loretta 
Carlon, Mildred Kane, Freida I 
Downey, piano duo: Celia Far- 1 

rell, Josephine Jotter; valedic- 
tory, Miss Lettie Sauser. Ad- 
dress: Rev. Franics R. Cassilly, 
S. J., Creighton university. 

Class night, June 3. — Class 
poem, Miss Katherine Murphy; 
history, Miss Lettie Sauser; 
class prophecy. Miss Josephine 
Pribil; class grinds, Cecilia Kel- 
leher; class will, Marie Biglin; 
presentation of class gift, Vio- 
let Brown. 

• • • 

1920 
Helen Biglin 
Is Valedictorian— 

The commencement exercises 
were held this year on June 16. 
The following program was ren- 
dered; “March Militaire,” Eve- 
lyn Fetsel; salutatory. Miss 
Fiances Tierney; vocal duet, 
Miriam Gilligan. Clara Biglin; 
piano sextette: Miriam Gilligan, 
Clara Biglin, Demaris Stout, 
Marie Wierer, A. Stecker, Alice 
Howard: chorus, the class, ac- 
companist, Agnes Shoemaker; 
reading, “The Legend of Ser- 
vice,” Clare Biglin; piano solo, ! 
Bertha Colome; vocal solo, De- 
Maris Stout; piano sextette — 

Frances Tierney, Irene Suther- 
land, Helen Biglin, Anna Ry- j 
save, Bertha Colome, Mary Me- I 
Carthy; piano solo, Helen Big- ] 
lin; chorus. "Holy Redeemer,” 
the class, accompanist, Agnes I 
Shoemaker; valedictory, Helen 
Biglin 

Conferring of honors. Father 
Cassidy. Address to the gradu- 
ates, Rev. W. J. Corboy, of 
Creighton university. 

• * * 

Margaret Ufiing 
Presents Address— 

Class day. June 15. program: 
March, Evelyn Petsel; class 

day address, Margaret Uffing; 
class history, Helen Biglin; class 
poom, Agnes Tierney; piano so- 
lo, Frances Tierney: class will, 
Miriam Gilligan; piano duo: 
Irene Sutherland and Marie 
Wierer: presentation of class 
gift, Alice Howard. 

# * * 

1925 
Goose Hangs High' 
Title of Feature— 

Program: "Piano duet, “Ag- 1 

nes Bazelman, Vera Madsen: 
salutatory, Loretta Enright: vo- 
cal solo, Agnes Carr; violin ob- 
ligato, Pauline Wirer; piano so- 
lo, Loretta Enright: class poem, 
Pauline Wirer; violin and piano, 
Helen Wirer, Joyce Kent: val- 
edictory’, Joyce Kent; confer- 
ring of honors, Rev. M. J. Brady; 
address. Rev. Thomas A. Kelly. 
S. J.; at the piano, Loretta 
Ryan 

At promptly 1:30 o’clock on 

Wednesday’, May 20. the seniors 
I were welcomed to the junior 

room which had been trans- 
I ^Continued on page 16.) 

Story of Sisters’ 
Coming to O’Neill 

(Editor’s note: The following 
article was written by Sister M. 

Alexia McGovern in January, 
1940. Sister Alexia died 3 years 
ago in Buffalo, N. Y.): 

By SISTER M. ALEXIA 

Rev. Father Cassidy and Pat 
McManus came to St. Francis 
Mission in the Rosebud territory 
of South Dakota every fall for 
hunting and this gave Mother 
Leopoldine and the Sisters a 

good opportunity to get ac- 

quainted with them. Father Cas- 
sidy, when leaving, invariably 
begged Mother to come down to 

O’Neill or send Sisters for a 

visit. So in August, 1896, while 
Mother Leopoldine was in Eur- 
ope for the reelection of our 

General Superior, she wrote the 
Mission. “Sister Alexia with 
Sophie Walking Eagle and Fran- 
ces Cut Cut may meet me m 

O’Neill on my return.” 
Thus it was that the 2 child- 

ren and I arrived in O’Neill at 

10 o’clock on a Monday morn- 

ing. Because I had the children 
with me, I would not go to 

Father Cassidy’s but was di- 
rected by the station agent to 

John Hunt’s home in the north- 
east section of O’Neill. John and 
Dennis Hunt had plastered for 
us at the mission. 

The Hunts, especially Mrs. 
Hunt, were goodness itself. She 
took me to Mass every morning. 
In the afternoon, I visited with 
Father Cassidy. It was while 
sitting on the veranda of his 
home where we could glance 
across and see the burned con- 

vent that he said to me, “Sister, 
if your community will take 
charge and rebuild the convent, 
I will give you the lots and 
everything on them.” 

I did not answer but looked 
thoughtfully straight in front of 
me and started a new topic as 
soon as I could well do so. But 
he was persistent and said, 
“You haven’t answered my 
proposition.” 

My r«ply was in all honesty. 
“Father, you don’t want Ger- 
man Sisters or a German com- 

munity in such an Irish town 

as this.” He answered at once, 
“I don’t care who they are, if 
they are only good teachers.” 

While I was here, Mrs. Hunt 
drove around with me to call 
on each Catholic family. The 
15th of August came during 
my visit and I spent a day in 
the sacristy helping Mrs. Pat 
Hagerty clean the candlesticks 
and decorate the altars for the 
next day's feast. 

On my way back to St. Fran- 
cis with Mother Leopoldine, 
who did not stop off at O’Neill 
(she spoke little English), I told 
her about Father Cassidy’s re- 
quest and she immediately took 
it up. She had the highest re- 
gard for good Father Cassidy 
and would have done anything 
to comply with his wishes. She 
wrote at once to Rev. Mother 
and word was sent from her to 
Buffalo that Mother Cecilia and 
Sister Leonarda (her business 
manager) should go to O’Neill 
and send a report to her of their 
findings. They came, stopped at 
Father Cassidy’s, met all the 
school children then came on to 
St. Francis to tell us that it was 
an “utter impossibility” for us 
to take O’Neill as it was too 
small—the Sisters could not pos- 
sibly make a living there. This 
was the report she sent to Rev. 
Mother, but Mother Leopoldine 
sent another letter to Rev. 
Mother at the same time and 
Rev. Mother’s remarkable ans- 
wer came back. 

"I think if our Holy Father, 
St. Francis, were living it 
would be just such a place as 
O'Neill that he would want us 

to take and we will lake it." 

She sent $6,000 to start the 
work, but in the meantime, Rev. 
Mother died and was replaced 
by her secretary, who felt the 
same as she did about O’Neill 
and so the work began early in 
1900. School in the meantime 
was held in church, the choir, 
and the skating rink. 

Mother Leopoldine was active 
in getting Brother Stander, S.J., 
from St. Francis as architect 
and contractor and overseer — 

everything to keep down expen- 
ses. The best carpenter from the 
mission, Theodore Piekenbrook, 
also was sent down to aid Broth- , 

er. The workers, as far as I re- 

member, were taken from O’- 
Neill. 

A Sister with a girl went out 
to Tom Kearns in Utah and he 
gave the first $1,000 for St. 
Mary’s. Mother Leopoldine bor- 
rowed $1,000 here-and-there 
from friends of the mission to 
help build the convent. She was 
untiring in her efforts for O’- 
Neill. As she could neither write 
nor speak English, I did all her 
English correspondence and was, 
therefore, the go-between for 
her and Father Cassidy—hence 

my knowledge cf all that hap- 
pened. 

Instead of starving here, this 
convent has had more local I 

help, more kindness and gener- 
osity than any of our houses in 
the United States. 

Perhaps you knew the old 
philosopher at Creighton uni- 
versity, Father Coppens. In 
1902, he asked me how O’Neill 
was getting along. I told him 
“splendidly!” and he said, “I 
knew it would. The Sign of the 
Cross is upon it and it is bound 
to thrive and grow.” 

Frontier for printing! 

Dr. Edw. J. Norwood, O. D. 
Optometrist, 

from Crawford, Nebraska. 
will be in O’Neill on 

April 27—9 a.m. 5 p.m. 
At the Hotel Golden 

Eyes Examined 
Glasses Fitted 

---- 

STALLIONS STANDING 
At 

LAKEVIEW RANCH 
i 14 Miles Southwest of Chambers 

MR. RABBIT 
Bay Thoroughbred Horse 1 941 

ARIEL — BALANZA 
$100 Return 

Fee Due at Time of Service 
Also 

LEBEL and SIOUX CHIEF 
Registered Morgans 

$15 Return 
Fee Due at Time of Service 

No Responsibility Is Accepted for 
Accidents or Disease 

• 
___ 

Want to Subscribe?—Here’s Handy Coupon 
Maybe you’re one of the hundreds of folks who’ve been 

planning on subscribing to The Frontier at the first opportunity. 
Well, opportunity is knocking right now. A handy coupon is printed below to enable you to immediately join The Fron- 

tier’s rapid-growing family of readers. 
Clip this coupon, fill it in, enclose your remittance and 

you’re all set! For a very limited time only, The Frontier is 
issuing FREE to NEW subscribers a copy of the Diamond Jubi- 
lee Edition published last year. The 64-page historical number 
will be treasured for years to come as a momento by hundreds 
of folks whose “grassroots” are in Holt county. 

So why not fill out the coupon and mail it right away! 
—THE PUBLISHERS. 

SUBSCRIPTION COUPON 
The Frontier 
Circulation Dept. 
O’Neill, Nebr. 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed is my (check) (cash) (money order) in the 
amount of ($2.50) ($3.00). Please enter my order for a one- 
year subscription to The Frontier. I understand the rate is 
$2.50 per year in Nebraska; $3 elsewhere. I further under- 
stand that I will receive, without extra charge, a complimen- 
tary copy of The Frontier’s Diamond Jubilee Edition. Send 
the paper to; 

Name_ 
Street or 

Box No._ 

Signed___ 

City-Zone_ State_ 

“THANKS A MILLION FRIENDS” 
Our Grand Opening last week was a huge success you 
made it a success when you dropped into our store to visit 

!■ 
and shop. Because of the crowd we couldn't give you the kind 
of attention you'll get the next time you drop in but for 

stopping in during our Grand Opening, we re saying again, 
"Thanks a Million. Friends." George Gilbertson I 

Owner 

HERE ARE JUST A FEW OF THIS WEEK’S 

APPRECIATION SPECIALS 
FROM OUR It BIO DEPARTMENTS 

I 
Fa it Drying Kolorkraft 

HI-GLOSS ENAMEL 

14c 
»/4 Pin* 

For wood- 
work, furni- 
ture. toys, 
and other 
uses. Choice 
of 6 colors. 

£ Handy, Slip Joint 

6-INCH PLIERS 

il 
Cadmium plated steel. OQc 

I Milled jaws bv 

25-Ft, Extension 

trouble light 
Push-thru switch. Extra $ 4 49 

Non-Slip, Cosy to Clean Reg. 79c Crots Rim 
OVAL RUBBER RUG LUG WRENCH 

Choice of red and black Four sockets. Heat treat- C Q m 
or green and black. ed. drop-forged steel. J yQ 

Last Year 59c—Auto 

WIND VENTILATORS 

Pair 
Cuts drafts, 
lenite in 
white, blue, 
amber or 

green. 

14-Inch Hickory 
HAMMER HANDLE 

Well seasoned, re- TT _ 

silient hickory. § ^ 

Sturdy Bent Claw 
& HAMMER 

16-Oz. bell face. O 
Hardwood handle. Jr V | 

Table Model 

5-TUBE 
RADIO 

,1395 
Attractive walnut 
plastic cabinet. Slide 
rule dial. 

Good Whitewar* 

CUPS AND 
SAUCERS 

8c ea 

Good service for daily 
use. Limited quantity. 
Come early. 

Reg. 64c.' 13m2 1-In. 
AUTOMOBILE 
FLOOR MAT 

39c 
Black rubber with 
w a i i 1 e type grids.. 
Helps keep your car 

clean. 

15-Foot Rolls Sturdy Quality Five-Sewed Sturdy 
FRICTION TAPE WORK GLOVES BROOMS 

Popular %-inch site Finest qual- 
in 15-foot rolls. W f >«Y- Limit of I 
Roll.. M 2 to e a c h 
—customer. Each 

20 Shoots Assorted 1 

„ . AAriAPER tLECTRIC#*PLOG 
package of £ Replace broken 
assort- plugs at bargain # f 
ed grits. prices. ~ 

LOCALLY OWNED_NATIONALLY ORGANIZED 

CONGRATULATIONS 
~ 

ST. MARY'S 
ACADEMY 

ON YOUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

80 In Box _ 

PAPER NAPKINS § 
2 B°oT 19C 

5 

Pin* quality paper napkins. 
Generou* sire. (WC560) 


