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I’ rom Ashes of Disaster 
St. Mary’s academy, truly a colorful institution and one of 

the outstanding schools of its type in the Midwest, Sunday will 
observe its golden jubilee. 

From the ashes of disaster has come the St. Mary’s of today. 
We’ve asked Romaine Saunders, author of Prairieland Talk 

and veteran Holt county newspaperman, to contribute editorially 
to the celebration. 

His story follows: 

“It was nearing the noon hour. Denny Cronin and Clyde King 
were endeavoring to figure out something for the last half-column 
of the first page of The Item, of which they were publishers in a 

frame building where now stands the Odd Fellow building. Clyde 
looked out on the street and said, ‘I wish something would hap- 
pen.’ 

“Then it happened. The convent was on fire. 
“I was among the first to reach the hill just as Father Cassidy 

came hastening out of the door of his home to see smoke rolling 
from what was then known as the convent, a nearly-completed 
building that had been begun by the laying of the cornerstone on 

September 13, 1890. The building at that noon hour was hopeless- 
ly on fire. The work and sacrifice and rubble of that first build- 
ing lay in ashes. 

“The dream, the purpose, the determination for a school here 
for the children of families of St. Patrick’s parish lived on. Again 
there was concentration of effort, willing sacrifice and bold ad- 
venture. 

"So on this 23rd day of April, St. Mary’s academy observes 
its 50th anniversary. 

“A certain young man found in after years that he had more 

than a citizen’s interest in the growth of this educational institu- 
tion. He and W. D. Mathews, neither being Cahtolic, were invited 
to take part in the Academy Dramatic company, which from 
time-to-time gave dramatic performances, the proceeds thus gar- 
nered going into a fund to assist the academy1. In newspaper work 
you are all things to all men. This invitation, besides fostering 
vanity, gave the young man an opportunity to, in a measure, re- 
deem himself from a former embarrassing situation occasioned by 
Pat Hagerty confronting him with a collection plate at the laying 
of the cornerstone, and he was broke, not an isolated condition 
with a young fellow in newspaper work in the ’90’s. 

“St. Mary's is more than a localized school. It is one of the 
outstanding academies to be found anywhere, drawing a stud- 
ent body from far-and-near and of different faiths. 

“It has grown great and prosperous. May the faculty ever be 
mindful of the toil and sacrifice of an earlier generation under 
the guidance and inspiration of Rev. M. F. Cassidy who brought 
to fruition a notable institution as a heritage of those who were 
to follow?’’- 
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with todays outstanding tractor value 

He's “sittin* pretty’’—the man who owns a John 
Deere Two-Cylinder Tractor. 

Its matchless simplicity and strength of parts in- 
v sures the maximum in dependability, economy, lone life. Its many advanced features—Cyclonic- 

Fuel-Intake Engines, Hydraulic Powr-Trol, Roll* 
O-Matic “Knee Action” Front Wheels, and Quik- 
Tatch, to name just a few—make farming far easier 
than ever before. 

Come in soon and let us tell you all about John Deere Tractors—today’s leaders in modern design and proved performance. 

I 
Our Sincere i 

Congratulations I 
ST. MARY?ACADEMY I j On the Occasion of Its B 
Golden Jubilee Celebration I 

Lloyd Collins Imp. 
"Your JOHN DEERE Dealer” 

Phone 365 O’Neill 

Another Shoulder to the Wheel 
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Prairieland Talk — 

Giving Young Lives Start on Cultural and 
Spiritual Development Is Aim of St. Mary’s 

By ROMAINE SAUNDERS 

LINCOLN — Sunday, April 
23, marks the 50th anniversary 
of a day in 1900 when St. Mary’s 
academy’s initial few instructors 

stood before 
the first class- 
es, and the ec- 
clesias t i c a 1 
dream became 
a living real- 
ity. More than 
10 years of toil 
and plan and 
struggle 1 a y 
back of that 
opening day 
and the bitter 
pangs and sil- 
ent tears of 

Romaine that fatal day 
Saunders a decade pre- 

vious were 
turned to rejoicing on April 23, 
1900. 

Nothing was recovered from 
the financial loss occasioned by 
the burning of the first struc- 
ture. The contractor was an 
Omaha man who deplored the 
fire that occurred in his ab- 
sence, but he and the bonding 
company were not held liable. 
An O’Neill citizen was a cousin 
of the contractor. 

Through the mysterious and 
irresistable manipulation of Dan 
Cupid that O’Neill citizen be- 
came my esteemed father-in- 
law. That is neither here nor 
there in the story of the growth 
of St. Mary’s academy. 

Just what is planned for the 
anniversary date I do not 
know. Doubtless tribute will 
be given in memory of an 
earlier generation who had 
the courage to undertake and 

the vision to perceive during 
the trying years from 1890 to 
1900 when industry and pro- 
duction were at an all-time 
low in Holt county. 

Those responsible today for 
the St. Mary’s that has grown 
large may not know what it 
cost in self-denial and toil dur- 
ing those harsh years to rear 

upon a gravel hill the great in- 
stitution now devoted to the 
guidance of young America 
coming here for an education. 

They do not need to know, 
but will be conscious of person- 
al reward in young lives given 
a start on the highway to cul- 
tural and spiritual development. 

This is the reward of all \ 
church groups throughout the | 
land who are sacrificing to 
maintain parochial schools. 

• • * 

Four youths are before a Lan- 
caster county district court 
judge under admitted charges 
of assault on 2 young women. 

University authorities thought 
seriously enough of the repre- I 
hensible acts of the young men 
to expell them from the state 
university. 

It is quite the fashion these 
days when some young devil 
is caught redhanded to come 
into court with a story of 
mental instability as extenu- 
ation of criminal acts. And an 

array of alleged experts with 
some sort of "ologist" attached 
to them as witnesses in an ef- j fort to show a state of mental 
balminess when the young 
rascal was on the criminal 
spree. 

Parents naturally defend their 
own, though it might be better 
for the boy in the end if they 
would tell him he must submit 
to what society exacts for vio- 
lated law and all the rules of 
decency. Judge and jury often 
are confronted with undisputed 
evidence of guilt along with the 
mentally balmy defense plea. 

This is a legal subterfuge that 
all too often releases a young 
criminal who may later develop 
into a moral monster. 

* * * 

Editors have outlived their 
usefulness for the exchange of 
editorial courtesies. Scientists 
are still at it. One scientist to ■ 

another: “Rdbbish, nonsense.” 
And the come-back. Such fel- 
lows still live in the 17th cen- j 
tury. 

" 

Unusual and widespread at- 
tenion has been drawn to the 
period of religious significance 
recently closed. I have read 
many times every recorded word 
spoken by the One who is the 
central figure of the Easter sea- 
son. Nowhere is there a word 
establishing such an idea. He did 
say, “If ye love Me 'keep My 
commandments.” This involves 
not a seasonal outburst of piety, 
but daily living. 

• • • 

April 22 will be a big day up 
at Bassett. The cow men from 
the sand hills are scheduled to 
gather there for their annual 
pow-wow. Probably sand hill 
beef will feature the banquet 
board spread and the promise is 
out that no public spellbinder 
will be allowed to talk the meet- 
ing to death. 
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Sir Harry Lauder’s jigging 
melodies will be heard no more 
only from records. He recently 
died at the age of 79 at his home 
in Strathaven, Scotland. On the 
other side of the block from 
where I hole up lives a jolly 
Scotchman who worked in the 
coal mines of Scotland wnth Sir 
Harry before that gent soared I 
to the height of fame in the en- 
tertainment world 

• • • 

He has a fighting Irishman to 
deal with. But his violent out- 
bursts of denial do not wrap 
Lattimore in the white robes of 
a saint. 

• • * 

The week ending April 3 the 
Elgin watch factory in Lincoln 
laid off 150 employes. The watch 
business seems to be in a bad 
way. 
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RAXIY^t GOES THE PRICES ' 

Vj. goes the hammers 

Penney’s Remodeling Clearance 
Yes, We Are House Cleaning Too—Every Day We Find More 
Items To Clear Out. Not Having A Daily Paper We Cannot 
List The Items As We Find Them—Come In Often And Take 
Advantage of This House Cleaning Clearance—The Store Will 
Be Upset For A Short Time So Please Excuse The Inconven* 
ience. 

Bleached Flour Squares, 
36x22. 3 for .69 

Plastic Chair Pads _.85 
Women’s Spring Skirts 2.00 
Women’s Short Coats 

14.00 16.00 
Women’s Long Coats 20.00 
Women’s Suits 

14.00 16.00 
Women’s Sheer Blouses 1.88 
Printed Drapery, 36” vat 

dyed .79 
Marquisette Panel Curtain 

43x81 _ 1.19 
Priscilla Curtain 90x90 3.00 
Lace Net Panel Curtain 

49x90 1.50 
Organdy Priscilla Curtains 

3.13 
Bath Towels 20x40 _.53 
Hand Towel 16x26 _.37 
Wash Cloths 12x12 2 for .29 
Plastic Cottage Sets .... 1.98 
Chenille Spreads 94x105 3.44 
Sheets, Nationwide 81x108 

1.98 
Pillow Cases 42x36_.33 

5 Boys’ 2-pc. Wool Suit* 
4 to 8- 6.00 

2 Boys’ Sport Coats 5.00 
5 Men’s Suits 30.00 
Men’s Stretch-On Work 

Rubbers_ 2.00 
Boys’ Zip Sport Shirts. 

Pastel _...... 1.00 
Boys’ Fancy Polo Shirts 

6 to 16 1.00 
Men’s All-Leather Work 

Glove _ 1.29 
Children’s Barefoot Sandals 

Br’n or Whte. 2.79 2.98 
Shoe Clearance Odds & Ends i 

Men’s Boys’ Women’s Oxfords 
Women’s Plastic Raincoats 

1.98 | Women’s Umbrellas, 
16-rib 2.66 | 

Birdseye Diapers, 1 doz. 1,75 
Plastic Garment Bags 

Holds 8 1.00 
Sanforized Piece Goods, 

Pique, Broadcloth, Cham- 
bray, yard .44 

7 Give "Rocket" power |ust one 

qunrter-hour! Try Oldsmobile's 
"Rocket” Engine ”88” 011 a 

demonstration sometime this week— 
and you'll come home with a brand 
new idea of motor ear per- 
formance! In the first fuw minutes, 
you'll see how quiet and quick the 
*'Rocket” is. And how smooth— 
especially w hen teamed with Oldsmobile’s 
new Whirlawav Hydra-Matic*! 
After five minutes, you'll get to 
know the special maneuverability 
that comes with the "88's” compact 
Fisher Body and eager "Rocket” 
response. Fifteen minutes—you're 
out on the open road, where the fHj 
foing is really great in a "Rocket 8”! apfl l ills, rough roads, curves, the 
straightaway—each shows a new 

advantage of the ”88”! Now you 
^ 

know what”Rocket” action means! 

Make a date with a "Rocket 8"! 
Your Oldsniobile dealer will gladly 
arrange a special ”88” demonstration for 
you. Oue "Rocket” ride will prove 
that the "88” is all we claim, and more. 
And when you discover that 
new, lower price tag on all the Futurainio 
models, you’ll decide to 

Rochet Ahead—with OLDSMOBILEJ 
Everybody's talking oboet Ikd "Ixkd" 

rtdo. Why not Iry it yeortolfl 

9 

fUTURAMIC 

srtrjsrOLDSMOBIL I 
.- --- PHONE YOUR NEAREST OLDSMOBILE DEALER .. ■■ [ — 

MIDWEST MOTOR CO., LTD. PHONE 100 O'NEILL 
... YOU GET THE BEST DEAL FROM AN AUTHORIZED NEW-CAR DEALER! 


