
Prairieland Talk . . 

Up Thermostat and Relax 
By ROMAINE SAUNDERS 

LINCOLN—A healthy winter storm seems to 
be an event for this generation—old stuff to their 
dads and mothers who expected a three-day bliz- 
zard once or twice a month when winter set in. 

The only voice then heard coming on the 
wings of the air was the howling of the wind and 
snow beating at the window 
panes and before calm settled 
again across prairieland win- 
dows and doors and homes of 
the prairie dwellers were wrap- 
ped in a winding sheet. Friends 
down by Amelia have written to 
me casually mentioning the 
February blizzard. They had ex- 

perienced many such under less 
favorable conditions than now 

surround them. 
Today as I write there is the 

sighing of the wind through the Romaine 
nude arms of the trees and snow Saunders 
is piling across the landscape. 

I have no urge to get out in the open and face 
the wild blast from boreal realms as in other 
years, so turn up the thermostat a few degrees 
and recline at ease, hoping The Frontier’s George 
Hammond doesn’t make it too tough during 
March’s first blizzard. 

* * * 

A resolution directing the governor lo have 
the Bryan statue removed from the north en- 

trance to the capitol building to the east or 

south entrance may or may not get considera- 
tion by the legislative committee. To a man up 
a tree this looks like sheer nonsense. If it is to 
remain a feature of the stalehouse picture why 
move it at considerable expense? 
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Another has gone the way of all the earth. 
It is allotted to but few to have a place on the 
highway of life the many years Sam Barnard 
rounded out. Sam was essentially a frontiersman. 
Bom in Grand Island when it was little more 

than a trading post on the Platte, Nebraska and 
Wyoming had been to him home for nearly a 

century. He came to O’Neill in the long, ago and 
his first job was in the Barney Ryan grocery 
store, located where the Golden hotel now is. 
Others may have been out of employment, but 
not Sam. He filled places of responsibility, in- 
cluding county positions, was friendly with all 
and I knew of no one who ever felt otherwise 
toward him. 

• * « 

Delegate to a group of fellows the authority 
to enact laws and you may look for most any- 
thing to come up for a spot on the statutes. Again 
it was proposed to lower the age for young Ne- 
braskans to vote. Inspired no doubt by the feel- 
ing if a guy is old enough to become a soldier he 
is old enough to vote. Seems logical. But let’s 
raise the age limit for army service and let the 
young fellows be kids while they may. 

* * • 

An Iowa man was killed in a bus-car crash 
in Nebraska, a West Point man met a like fate 
in a traffic crash, a Nebraskan was straightened 
for the grave along a Wyoming highway, a dozen 
others were killed or sent to hospitals by reason 
of trying to make their way somewhere on snow- 
bound or ice-encrusted highways. Just a sample 
of the weekly reports from traffic crackups. The 
pitiful thing is that most of those who are killed 
or injured are of themselves in no way responsi- 
ble for the blow that brings death or mutilation. 
And oddly ehough the one who might have avoid- 
ed the smashup often escapes without a scratch. 

* * * 

All I know about the old age assistance for 
the care of those who have passed the produc- 
tive period of life and find their resources gone 
is what an oldtixner who is thus sustained lells 
me. His monthly "assistance" check comes to 
him the 22nd of the month and he hustles over 
to the bank and gets $110 in cash. One hundred 
of that goes to the nursing home folks where he 
finds a good home, $10 being ample for his 
"spending money" each month. 

The weather lion spent its wrath the first 

day of March. This morning the deep blue above 
the city glows with radiant sunlight and we can 

see to the Kansas border. But with a heavy blan- 
ket of snow there is a chill that we creatures of 

earth can escape only by sticking around where 

the heating equipment is functioning. This late 
blaket of snow, as the white-collar farmers in 
their swivel chairs down town have “pointed 
out,” is worth a million a few times over to the 
wide sweep of prairieland. Snow gives to the 
earth both moisture and fertilizing elements. 
Where no snow falls there lie endless miles of 
desert waste. “God thundereth marvelously with 
His voice; great things doeth He, which we can- 

not comprehend, for He saith to the snow, Be 
thou on the earth.” Again to quote from an an- 

cient prophet, “Come now, and let us reason to- 

gether, saith the Lord: though your sins be as 

scarlet they shall be as white as snow.” 
• * * 

The slate senator from down in Harlan 
county is incensed because the names of the 
senators who voted to kill a certain measure in 
committee have been made public by a radio 
announcer at Lexington. He wants the session 
to take "dralstic action" against this patriot 
who had the authority to let us know how the 
honored gents in the unicam vote. Whether the 
"drastic action" is to be anything short of be- 
ing shot at sunrise I haven't taken the trouble 
to find out. Since when has it become a dis- 
grace for a state senator to vote the way he 
thinks best or to feel that he does not want it 
known how he votes as a member of the com- 
mittee considering proposed measures? As the 
radio commentator who made the disclosures 
in this instance says, it raises the question as 
to whether the people have a right to know 
how their representatives in the legislature vote 
on killing bills in committee. 

A lady comes to town from Nebraska’s next 
to largest county, mostly grass country and sand 
with Broken Bow the county seat, to tell her big 
sisters how to doll up their homes with fussy 
decorations, but has no advice to offer how to 
perpetuate that early dream of romance along 
with the mixture of six or eight youngsters. 
Insurance people say 88 million of us now have 
life insurance. Providing for that coveted securi- 
ty. A life’s sentence to the pen will secure you 
that. The Nebraska university has been asked 
again to have off-campus class work in the Pan- 
ama Canal zone. This was done in 1949 and a 

class of freshmen got going. Now there is need 
for class work for seniors. The state liquor 
commission reports receipts of $162,164 in Feb- 
ruary, an increase of $20,000 over the month pre- 
vious. Former Governor Peterson has been 
appointed administrator of the federal civil de- 
fense commission, at a yearly stipend of $17,500. 

* * * 

A dame from movieland recently was grant- 
ed a divorce from her fourth husband after a 10- 
minute hearing in a Nevada court. That is nothing 
new to come out of either Hollywood or Nevada. 
When at the marriage gaiety in 1948 the bride- 
groom had slipped a ring upon her finger this 
same dame whispered, “This is forever.” Four 
years later “mental cruelty” brought “forever” to 
an end. It is regrettable that the country’s group 
of entertainers have so little sense of moral prin- 
ciples if not common decency. Of course, the 
show people must cater to popular demand and 
whatever draws the crowds to the exhibitions is 
what will be dished up. The public taste feeds 
upon the racey. Performers living in such an at- 
mosphere build their lives accordingly. 

* * * 

When the mistress of the home has morn- 

ing callers from the sisters along her street be- 
fore she is out of her pajamas her popularity 
rates above the average. 
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"Everybody wants government spending re- 

duced—except when it cuts into his own pet pro- 
ject.” So says an article in Nation’s Business, 
written by George Cline. 

Farmers, business men, labor groups, veter- 
ans, state and local government officials and or- c 

ganizations—all are for strict economy as a gen- 
eral principle. But, more often than not, when 
some proposed reduction in federal spending will 
cut into what they think is their share of the pie, 
they howl to high heaven. 

A case in point was the reaction when the re- 

port of the Hoover commission was made public. 
Everybody was for all the recommendations in 
general but when it came to putting those recom- 
mendations into actual practice opposition came 
from every quarter. As a result most of the most- 
needed reforms are still on the books. 

The federal tax bill for each and every Am- 
erican family is $1,389 and that family’s share of 
the national deb* is $5,650. 

Economy must begin at home. It must begin 
with a demand for economy regardless of whose, 
ox is gored — regardless of selfish interests and 
special privileges. 

_ Jv_ o 

UMT Is Gaining Favor 
In view of the fact that surveys and public 

opinion Dolls show that 74 percent of the gen- 
eral pubi c favor universal military training, it is c 

interesting that the measure still is voted down 
in congress. 

The manpower pool is getting lower by the 
month, and this is understandable when quotas 
for draft calls are set at over 50,000 a month for 
the next three months. 

There are some glaring inequalities in the 
present setup—and it is understandable that the 
public favors an equalized policy, namely UMT. 

Various pressure groups can oppose the law, 
but until they face facts that men are continu- 
ously being drafted for military duty, their argu- 
ments opposing the issue do not seem too logical. 

Obviously for years ahead, we must maintain 
a strong defensive corps of trained men. The time 
is past due when it should be accomplished in the 
fairest and most efficient manner. The Frontier, 
however, believes an overhaul of the draft setup 
is the answer — not UMT. 

A swimming pool for O’Neill has been talk- 
ed down through the years and, at last, something 
is going to be done about it. Voters will have an 
opportunity to register favor for or against the 
pool in the annual municipal election on April 7. 
A 50-thousand-dollar bond issue for park pur- 
poses will be the issue. 
-- 

Senator Carpenter is at least injecting some 
life into the legislative session if nothing more. 

An army engineers officer bets his bottom 
dollar there won’t be a flood on the Missouri riv- 
er this spring. No one comes boldly forward to 
speculate on O’Neill blizzards. 
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Your Red Cross 
Disaster strikes in Arkansas and immediate- 

ly the nation-wide resources of the Red Cross are 
mobilized for aid to the victims. 

A Nebraska serviceman in Korea needs 
advice and help with a problem at home and gets 
it from a Red Cross field director attached to his 
unit. 

Every day throughout the nation and the 
world the Red Cross contribution you make here 
at home is at work—in your behalf—to relieve 
distress, save a life, comfort the stricken. Your 
dollars make Red Cross service possible wherever 
and whenever it is needed. 

That is why the Red Cross emblem should 
be on your lapel—a sign that you have given— 
a symbol to be worn proudly. It will be your 
mark of personal identification with a great hu- 
manitarian cause. It means that you care enough 
about your neighbor—across the street or across 
the naiton—to extend him a helping hand in his 
hour of need. 

It is also a vivid reminder to others to share 
in this spirit of giving so that no call for help 
need go unanswered, no matter where or when 
it rises. This year more than ever in a still trou- 
bled world, wear your Red Cross emblem to re- 
mind others—that there is need and that they 
may share in meeting it as you have. 

Holt county’s fund drive started March 1 
and continues through March 31. The national 
budget is $93,000,000. Holt county’s poition of 
this budget has been set at $3,098. 

) 
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There were six boys in the family, Peter. 
James, Thomas, George, Sam and Will. The par- 
ents bought the food for all six, but clothes 
only for Pete, the oldest. 

O 
__ 

Authorities are no closer today to the solu- 
tion of the murder of O’NeKl’s Chief Chet Calkins 
than they were immediately after the sadistic 
slaying was discovered. The Frontier feels the 
crime will rbe solved in due course. 
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Letters to Editor 
Lincoln 6, Nebr. 
4127 So. 48th St. 
March 8, 1953 

Dear Sir: 
Mr. Saunders is my neighbor 

around the corner. He has on 
occasion permitted me to peruse 
your paper. Must say each occa- 
sion is a pleasure. 

He is such a fine old man I 
have written a little tribute to 
him. I am sure he would be 
pleased if you would feel dis- 
posed to print it in your paper. 

Your issue of the ’53 blizzard 
is outstanding. Good coverage 
and well done throughout. 

ROMAINE SAUNDERS 
Aged prairie patriarch, 
In newsprint he has made his 

mark. 
Journeyman pririter, he excels 
As former experiences he tells. 
Writer. You read his words in 

your Frontier— 
Words writ without bias or fear. 
Cheerful old philosopher, 
Depressing moments he’ll defer. 
Neighbor kind with cheery greet- 

ing; 
Friendship deepens at every 

meeting. 
Christian, bearing not a single 

grudge, 
Yet on principle he’ll not budge. 
Romaine Saunders — one of the 

best 
Produced on prairies of the West. 

—CHESTER BUDD 
* * * 

Lynch, Nebr. 
March 3, 1953 

Voice of The Frontier, 
Dear George: 

I saw in the issue of February 
22 of The Frontier that a lot of 
people don’t believe the snow 
banks were that high. 

I certainly say they were! Be- 
cause we had a snowbank by our 
house that was at least 29 feet 
high. I live a ways from O’Neill 
so I’m sure they were 18 feet 
high around O’Neill, The bull- 
dozers had a time getting 
through in places. 

I’m sure if the people could 
see these banks, they would be- 
lieve you. I am just one of your 
readers. You may print my letter 
but please don’t print my name. 

JUST A READER 
AND LISTENER 

* * * 

4639 Tonopah, Avenue, 
San Diego 10, Calif. 

Dear Sir: 
Just a line to tell you how 

much I enjoy The Frontier. My 
mother, Mrs. Vannie Newman, 
and my sister, Mrs. Jerry Babl, 

have sent the paper to me as a 

gift. 
I especially want to thank you 

for the very nice write-up wou 

gave to my husband who is an 
amateur songwriter. 

I received The Frontier yester- 
day and brought it to work with 
me today at Convair to show 
some of the people I work with 
the snow pictures. Many of them 
had never witnessed such a snow 
storm and were quite appalled 
by the drifts. However, I was 
there during the blizzard of 1948 
so I know pretty much what the 
storm was like. 

Thank you again for such a 
nice local paper and all of the 
very fine pictures. 

MRS. JIM MORRIS 
• • * 

The National Foundation for 
Infantile Paralysis, Inc. 

Nebraska State Headquarters for 
The March of Dimes 

Lincoln 8, Nebr. 
March 5, 1953 

Dear Editor: 
Thank you and your staff for 

valuable public service in fur- 
thering the fight against polio 
during the 1953 march of dimes. 

Nebraskans everywhere ex- 
pressed with renewed vigor their 
determination to whip this dis- 
ease, which during 1952 brought 
so much suffering and heartache 
to people. 

Gratefully yours, 
TED R. HUGHES 
State Chairman 

Kixsch Rites Held— 
ATKINSON — Mrs. Dwight 

Kirsch, 60, the former Truby 
Kelly, died Suddenly Monday 
evening, February 23. at the 
Methodist hospital in Des 
Moines, la. Funeral services were 
conducted Thursday, February 
26, at Des Moines. 

Survivors include: Husband, 
son—John of Des Moines; broth- 
ers—Eric T. Kelly of Pueblo, 
Colo.; Ralph J. Kelly of Atkin- 
son and Tabor W. Kelly of St. 
Charles, 111. 

Don Calkins Enrolls 
in Navy Photo School— 

Attending a 14-weeks course 
in basic photography at the na- 
val air training unit at Pensa- 
cola, Fla., is Donald L. Calkins, 
airman, USN, son of Mrs. Chet 
Calkins of O’Neill and the late 
Police Chief Chet Calkins. 

He entered the navy in August, 
1952, and received recruit train- 
ing at the U.S. naval training 
center, San Diego, Calif. 

The course offers basic train- 
ing in the technical phases of 
photography including optics, 
operation and maintenance of 
various types of equipment em- 

ployed throughout the navy. 
Upon completion of the school- 

ing, some students are selected 
for additional training in aerial 
photography. 
-- 

TRIPLET CALVES 
Bernard Pongratz, who re- 

sides near Emmet, was surprised 
and quite disappointed last week 
when he went to feed his stock 
cows, to find one of his cows 
had given birth to triplet calves. 
But they were all dead. This is 
very rare in cattle. Three years 
ago the same cow gave birth to 
identical twin heifers, which 
lived. 
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ELKHORN FLOWER SHOP 
405 E. DOUGLAS ST. 

O’NEILL, NEBR. 

Night Phone 530W Dav Phone 579 

We Telegraph Flowers 
Flowers For All Occasions 
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O'NEILL LOCALS 
A/3c Wally Shelhamer arriv- 

ed home last Thursday from Mc- 
Quire AFB, Trenton, N.J., to 
spend a 30-day furlough with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Shel- 
hamer. After his furlough he will 
report to Camp Stoneman, Calif., 
to be assigned’ to foreign duty. 

Mr. and Mrs. D H. Clauson 
were dinner guests of Mr. and 
Mrs. D. R. Mounts at the Town 
House Sunday. 

Mrs. Blanche Kryger of Ne- 
ligh spent the weekend in the 

L. A. Burgess home. 
Mrs. Blanche Kryger of Ne- 

ligh was a Sunday evening visit- 
or in the D. H. Clauson home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bert DeGroff 
spent Saturday in Chambers 
visiting Mrs. Carl Lambert. 

Frontier for printing! 
Mr. and Mrs. Otto Lorenz and 

Mrs. John Dick and daughter, 
Esther, were Thursday evening 
callers in the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ivan Cone. Mr. Lorenz and 
Mr. Cone attended the basketball 
game. 

SEE THE A | MASSEY-HARRIS 44 

with Tie* LIVE P.T.O. 
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HERE'S THE TRAC- 
TOR that out-powers 
and out-performs any 
other in the 3-4 plow 
class. Has 260-cubic- 
inch overhead-valve 
engine, removable 
wet sleeves, gover- 
nor-to-carburetor link- 
age, shock-resistant 
steering, Depth-o-matic Hydraulic system and now— 

a completely new Live P.T.O. 
Now you can stop forward travel without affecting 

P.T.O. speed. To keep your combine or forage harves- 
ter from jamming, just pull the handy lever your 
tractor stops, your machine cleans itself out ... re- 

lease the lever and you're on your way. 
NEXT TIME you're in the neighborhood, stop in and 
let us give you all the details on the new 44. 

Outlaw Implement Co. 
Phone 373 — West O'Neill 
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Over 190 completely new models, ranging 
from Pickups to 55,000-lb. G.C.W. Big Jobs! 
More new features than ever before 

o e 

introduced in any truck line!, 

PnEW BIG JOB! Ford F-900. ti.V.W. 
27,000 lbs. As tractor, has G.C.W. 

lbs.! Deluxe c*h illustrat/vl. 

New f fz1- f Features 
Get Jobs Pone Fast! 

Ford Economy Trucks for ’53 are completely 
new from the tires up! New cabs, new 

chassis, new power, new transmissions 
every inch specifically designed to save 
time, provide quick and economical truck 
transportation. New Ford Truck time- 
saving features Get Jobs Done Fast ... at 
still lower per-mile cost! Over 30 million 
dollars and four years of research have 
gone into developing these Time-Saving 
Ford Economy Trucks ... the sweetest 
handling trucks ever bnUt' 

NEW "DRIVERIZED” CABS 
CUT DRIVER FATIGUEl 

New wider, adjustable seat with new non-sag 
springs, new seat shock snubber for a 
smoother ride! New one-piece curved wind- 
shield, 55% bigger! New push-button door 
handles, new rotor door latches! New full- 
width rear window—4 ft. wide! 

NEW TRANSMISSIONS 

FASTER, EASIER TO SHIFT! 

All synchro-silent! 3-, 4- and 5-speea 
types! Greater operating flexibility! No 
double-clutching! Smoother shifting! 
Fordomatic or Overdrive, extra cost 
all half-tonners! 

NEW LOW-FRICTION POWER! 
Choice of 5 engines—V-8 or Six! 

Three Ford Low-Friction overhead 
valve engines—101-h.p. Cost Clipper Six, 
145- and 155-h.p. Cargo King V-8’s—cut 
down on friction "power waste,” save gas! 
Plus, world-famous 106-h.p. Truck V-8 
and economy-proved 112-h.D. Bie Six! 

NEW EXPANDED LINE gives you 
the one right truck for your job! 

» Conventional F Series 4 Cab Feneanl C-Sarin 
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2 Pared Ddinry P Sana, 4 School Bar l-Sariw 
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LOHAUS MOTOR CO. 
Phone 16 

„ 
0 I * O’Neill, Nebr. 
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