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Prairieland Talk

An 'Otolope’ Birth, Maybe? |

By ROMAINE SAUNDERS

1 may

Antelope county, the ths i
. Just where the birth of a kid re
aat is born to a mother in flight i
rom one end of the country to the other
. . .

Jne hundred years ago a few cabins stood  in
1# vicinity where now our stately State Capital
puilding stands, That was the beginning of a town
en prairieland called Lincoln. Our capital city now
rears buildings grand and high, stately mansions,
Bumble homes, streets and parks over about half

of Lancaster county. About the beginning of Lincoln
Mistory, a small group of brave men and courageous
wamen and curious kids jumped out of their covered

wagons, unhitched the horses and started life along
e banks of the flowing Elkhorn a mile east of
where the city of O'Neill now stands. The Thomp-
son-McEvenoy colony and the Parkers. Only the
memory of the colony lingers, but at least two de-
scendants of that group of pioneers, R. H. and Joel
Parker, survive. And O'Neill is here, the metropolis
of north central Nebraska.

. L] .

Open the windows of your soul through which
the glow of God's creation may shine. Not just
one window pane of partizan adherence and creed's
hide-bound devotion, for through that one narrow
window pane but little light will shine. But the soul
with radiance glows when light shines through the
spirit’'s open windows.

June 28, 1904, Kinkaiders to the number not just
eounted but said to be more than 600, lined up at
the government land office in O'Neill, located on
north 4th street about where the telephone office is
today. Men and women made up that 600 that ac-
quired homesteads of 640 acres each. Congressman
Kinkaid of O’'Neill secured the passage of a mea-
sure in congress that increased the homesteads
available in his district from a quarter section to a
full section. With today just here and there an
olated tract of land, that section homestead law
Brought the government lands in Nebraska into priv-
ate or individual hands and thus became taxable

?_'opcrt Y.

L] L] L]
Down at the Statehouse Governor Brooks an-
pounces that he is “master of all he surveys.” Be

eareful, vour honor, you may be up against our
Terrable Terry next state election.
- . »

short summer. Few days radiant wth sun-
shine, snows of winter melted away, birds awing
and singing. Then it came, a Nebraska snow and
blow that Old Bates there at his case of type in
©O'Neill in '88 called it a blizzard. The Capital City
blanketed with 8 to 10 inches of snow midweek the
first week in March—schools closed, no business,
elerks in stores standing with their hands in their
pockets, city buses not at the usual stops and work-
ers getting to their jobs late the best way they
eould, mail carriers hours late, and all of us who
eould, looking out the windows at the picture such as
only a prairieland blizzard paints. Again the sun
glows bright, snow fades and the late blizzard only
a memory.
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He 1 S 1 of corn a wheat land two |f
hours drive out from the Capital City, dwells there
vith his life’'s companion In large “‘farm house’
and no beast or bird in the red barn where once |.

to fourteen thousand
that section of land
as he sits twiddl-

¢ Horses and cows. Twelve
grain off of
the renters

wer
dollars worth of
a season shared by

in
ing his thumbs in an easy chair. Oh, next month he
is eligible for social security checks
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A friend of Prairieland Talk down in sunny Flor-
ida writes me a letter that I feel will be of interest
to many readers of this department of The Frontier.
It appears as follows:

4339 Colt Lane, West Palm Beach, Fla.
Dear Mr. Romaine Saunders:

We sure do enjoy your most interesting articles
in the O'Neill Frontier: I was raised in Lincoln, lived
at 334 North 23rd St., and attended the Old Elliot
School. In 1914 I came to O'Neill, Nebr., with Max
Golden. We really came to Ewing and spent the
summer at the Ranch down at Ewing. Mr. Tom
Golden was runing the ranch, and Max and I came
up to spend the summer and keep out of mischief
in general. T stuck right there at Ewing and never
left until 1957, when 1 came to West Palm Beach.
I am not one of the filthy rich of this locality. I
work for an asphalt company. I am the nite man
and keep the material hot so as the crew can take
off in the mornings. .

I sure like to hear of all of the old timers you
mention in your articles. I remember a lot of them
I was kinda disappointed in one a few weeks back
when you mentioned a long string of the oldsters
and you did not mention T. V. Golden's name. As
1 look back at O'Neill, I place him at the top of the
list of the real O'Neill citizens, He really stuck his
neck out when he built that fine hotel building. It
was a long time before there was any pavement on
cither side of it, but there stood that fine building
taking all of the dust and mud.

And of course, I was a little bhit prejudiced for
the many fine things the Golden Family did to and
for me. I was much impressed with the article some
time back where you mentioned Mrs. F. J. Dishner
as taking Frank Nelson's place in the Unicameral.
I too think she would be a very able representative
for her district,

I also grew up in Lincoln. As a kid I can remem-
ber all of the big fires. Old Number 2 from 23rd
was the best in our mind. I was a small boy the
night of the Walter block fire where the Steuart
building stands now. Across the street west you can
still see the two little round window glasses still
broken from the streams of water, shot up there
by one of the old steam pumpers.

Can you give any dope on Old Dr.
horse thief that ran loose up there?
his lieutenant.

Yours very truly,
West Palm Beach,

Middleton, the
Kid Wade was
R. G. 4339 Colt Lane,
Flo:ui 1.

Rockey,

O'Neill's Attitude Picture

It has been said by many a successful promoter

of civic enterprise and industry that the responsible
prospective industry is interested, not so much in
itself, but in the attitude of the city

The hard hearted businessman is quick to point
out that nothing could be further from the truth and
that any prospective industry is primarily interested
in ho gy it is going to be for the indusiry o get
a starm

However, if yvou will ask the men who look your
eity over—and you seldom know what they're up to
—you will find out that they are looking for the
picture of a city wrapped up in the casual remark
of a service station attendant or a waitress.

“What do wyou think of O'Neill and how
fike living here,"” they might ask.

And because the waitress and attendant hold an
important key to the city's “attitude picture,” the
prospective industrial man with his camera-like
mind records an important event.

Nationally gathered statistics show that there
are, on the average, two such men who travel
through cities like ours each month. These men
are prone to avoid the civic leader, they stay away
from banks, newspapers, and men who are inter-
ested in their city because of their own “life-blood."

It is true that they want to know just what kind
of improvements have been made in the past year
@r so including such things as new schools, paving
and new church improvements. But they don't like
e idea of questioning the civic leaders until the
attitude picture is formed.

For this reason, then, we all can play a part in
the promotion of our community.

do you

Guest Editorial
The Burwell Tribune
In our last week's column, we made mention of
the “‘usual” small turnout at the city caucuses.
Well, after last week’'s gatherings, we'll have to
amend the statement; there really was a fine turn-
out at both. We were more than pleased to see this
fnterest manifested in city politics—and we'd say
there was no particular “axe to grind”’—just sincere
interest in city government. One thing very notice-
able was the large number of ladies present; we
thought it was just simply grand to have this interest
among the women of the community. They play a big
in Burwell, and their voice should be heard
and their influence felt.

When we read in the daily papers about some
of our representatives, in Washington, putting their
relatives on the government payroll, at fabulous
salaries, and even let Uncle Sam pay rent on the
front porch of one home, as a private office—it al-
most makes one lose faith in mankind. How any-
one of the caliber these men should be, could stoop
to such a practice, is hard to understand, and we'd
think the expose of the practice would make for
derned poor campaign fodder in forthcoming elec-
tions. We will say, that none of our Nebraska rep-
resentatives have been so accused, of which we are

proud to say.

Free Spending?
By Dick Howe
(Boone Companion)
Brass hats in the American Legion, who believe

that service in the armed forces somehuw makes
them eligible to say how the government should be
run, are plugging for a $100 monthly bonus for vet-

erans of World War 1.
hil-

iv--]n-l-r.‘ih_’{l their
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The Frontier Was Young
)
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ntier reported: It is [
| 1ok om the Id sod 1
1l he has oo reason to b
oming, as the letter accompany-
ing it says, as a token of gratitude
for the love you have shown to
Ireland. The shamrock was sent
by Superioress Catherine Norris
| Ballaghaderin was in the famine |
|district in 1898 and assistance was
solicited for them of the exiled

children of Erin in this country and
Patrick Ford, editor of the Irish
World, raised a fund in America
for their assistance. Mr. Brennan
sent them a personal donation the
Christmas of 1898 and it was in ap-
preciation of that gift the spray
was sent.

Cole’s Jewelry and Music Store
had as their ad in this week's is-
sue of The Frontier, Elgin factory
watches, $5.00..... P. C. Kelley has
been doing work on the Indepen-

dent the past two weeks in the
absence of editor. P. J. Donoue
traveling freight agent of the

Short Line, was looking after the
interests of his line in the city
March 15....Judge Westover, who
came down from Rushville to try
The Frontier case, returned home.
He was accompanied by Court re-
porter Maher, who came up from
Lincoln and reported the case.

During these past fwo weeks
in 1898, the following persons
were granted marriage licenses
by the county judge: Leonard
Heiss and Dollie Reed of Page,

Samuel G. Coover and Anna
Heiss of Page, and George Her-
zay and Lillian May Schier of
Chambers D. A. Doyle will
turn over the post office to his
sucecessor, D. H. Cronin, March
19. .. A new post office named
MceCalfrey was established at
MecCaffrey's ranch, with Joseph
MeceCaffrey as postmaster Sub-
scription for the Frontier was
$1.50 per year.

The Century Turns

O'Neill telephone service
changed from local battery oper-
ation to the new common battery
on March 15, 1930, The actual cut-
over operation took less than 20
seconds and was completed with
practically no service interruption

Mr. and Mrs. M. F. Eveland
G0th wedding an-
niversary at the home of their
daughter, Mrs. Sherman  Ennis,
on west Douglas street ..In this

week's issue of The Frontier in
211930, Jack Graham of San Jose,
Calif., former O'Neillite, remini-
sces in a letter to the editor.

He speaks of Doce Matthews,
founder of the Frontier, with its
slogan, “God’s Own Country.”
He also spoke of many other lo-

cal people. Many of the oldtimers
remembered him as Sambo Sun-
flower “The Royal Theatre {o
give benefit for Father Flanni-
gan Home"' headlined a story tell-
ing of Mrs. Georgia 0. Raseley's

suceess  in securing o benelit
show for Father Flannigan's
Home for Bovs. Due to fire

The cost of this program would run into the
[ dolla mnd of course it eventually would
extended to veterans of World War II and the
Korean War. If I should live to be 80 and collect it
from f 60 on, it would mean 324,000 to me
i 1 linst it,

Tust why anyone should think that a few months |
of arm; r navy or marine) duty entitles them to |
spectal privileges, I'll never understand. Veterans
shouldn't be allowed to stick their hands in the public
purse any more than ex-Boy Scouts or retired news-
papermen. (The government should, and does, take

are of persons suffering service-connected disabil-
But there should be periodic examinations to
see just how much they still are disabled).

The country owes little more than a pat on the
back to most veterans, and that is more than amply
paid in the form of low-cost GI insurance and gov-
ernment-guaranteed loans to buy homes. Although
the GI bill enabled millions of veterans to attend
college and did immeasurable good, I'm not certain
that even it was entirely justified. I know personally
of scores of cases where the GI bill was abused;
seemingly with the knowledge and tacit consent of
the college and Veterans Administration.

I just can't understand anyone who has no more
ambition than to be a professional veteran.

1ties

Do you feel sorry for the soldier-scientists who
were courtmartialed at the army chemical center
in Maryland last year? They felt that their brains
entitled them to different treatment than the ordin-
ary dog-face; recently the top army brass said they
have no intention of treating scientists as a class
apart.

I can sympathize with the scientists, but feel
they are on the wrong track. I, too, had sergeants
and officers whom I considered, well, stupid. It's a
shame that we are forced to have armed services,
but as long as we do they must be operated along the
lines of a dictatorship and absolute discipline must
be maintained at all times. Otherwise you have a
mob, not an army.

.

“VOICE OF THE BEEF EMPIRE" m

122 South Fourth St. — Box 330 — O'Neill, Nebr.

JAMES CHAMPION, Co-Publisher
JERRY PETSCHE, Editor

Entered at the pn‘;tofflcc in O'Neill, Holt coun-
ty, Nebraska, as second-class mail matter under the
Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. This newspaper is
a member of the Nebraska Press Association, Nation-
al Editorial Association and the Audit Burcau of
P]rculanons

Terms of Sutm:rlptluu- In Nebraska, $2.50 per
vear; elsewhere in the United States, $3 per year;
rates abroad provided upon request. All subscriptions
payable in advance.

which destroyed much property

and material, It was necessary
to raise an immediate subscrip-
tion so that replacing and rebuil- | y
ding could begin at once. |
X PERSONAL PROPERTY
vl new equipment in 1930, The |
w equipment, which was the la-
t in I.‘_\ : u}l and complete in every | 1956 Plymouth 4-door sedan, ]8,000 Barn, 24x24
i the. Elddim Club at her | actual miles, good condition. 12 Brood Sows, due to farrow in April
!-:-_:41»&1 }Iix? \_lli\llw.(: 1-.ni|i:|-.1|1-.i..‘rw: l:-.l-; 1 Double Granary 16x26. 40 Bushels of Oats
ceived high score prize a Iridge 2
..... Relatives and friends of Mis. || 1 Hampshire Boar Bee Hives and Equipment

Sam Banks gathered at her home
to remind her of her birthday

The Emmet postmaster, John Con-
ard, purchased a new Ford Coupe,
e attended the minstrel show in

Atkinson March 17, in his new car.

Most Of Us Remember

Melvin Steskal, 24, Holt county
farmer, father of two small chil-
dren, was fatally burned as a re-
sult of an early morning fuel oil
explosion and fire at their home
near Inman this week in 1953. Mr,
and Mrs. Frank G. Schmidt cele-
brated their Golden Wedding anni-
versary. March 11......Miss Est-
her Kaiser was selected O'Neill’s
girls' state delegate....Ed Thorin
and Bill Bowker ostnhlished an of-
fice in the Hagensick building at
the corned of Fourth and Douglas
streets....The O'Neill high Eagles
coached by Paul Baker, stacked up
a total of 19 wins compared to on-
ly four defeats. The Eagles were
champs of the Holt county tourn-
ament in 1953....Some 435 4-H
club members, parents and leaders
braved adverse weather conditions
to attend the annual family fun
night party at the O'Neill high
school auditorium...Deaths: John
P. McManus, 62, O'Neill clother
and member of a pioneer family
..Army Cpl. Lyle C. (Red) Mec-
Kim, 24, O'Neill's m-c'nn(i Korean
War fatality...., C. J. Davis, T3,
fm mer () '\olll resident.
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POSTPONED SALE

Executor’s Sale
Of Real And Personal Property

To settle the estate of the late W. R. Tenborg, the following property will be sold at the Tenborg Res-
idence, in Emmet, Nebraska, on

MARCH 25th 1959, at 1 p.m.

REAL ESTATE

The Southeast Quarter of Section 15, Township 29, North, Range 13, West of the 6th P.M., Holt Coun-
ty, Neb'raska, located ¥4 mile West of Emmet, on U.S. Highway 20.

A partially improved Quarter Section, containing 65 acres of cultivated land, 10 acres of
alfalfa, 30 acres of hay land, the balance in pasture, lots and corral. Possession will be
given on execution of contract and the making of down payment.

Residence property located in Emmet, legally described as Lots 5, 6, 7, 8, 10 and 1, Block 8, Original
Town of Emmet. A 7 room, 2 story dwelling house, modern except for bath.

Stove Wood; Oil Drums
Chicken Wire; Hog Wire
Bed, Springs & Mattress
Dresser; Sideboard; Studio Couch

NUMEROUS OTHER ARTICLES

350 Bushels of Ear Corn
" 2—Stacks Alfalfa Hay and some
Prairie’ Hay
Canvas Tarp, 10x14

T a——

The following property belonging to

Ruth Wagnon

WILL BE SOLD AT THIS SALE:

Refrigerator; Combination Gas & Coal Range; 3 Mattresses;
Maytag Washing Machine; Coffee Table; 2 Foot Stools;
Dishes, pots, pans, canned fruit & vegetables; Fruit jars,
stone jars; Step Ladder; Floor Lamp; Cream Can;Gladiron
Mangle; 1 Hive of Bees; Lawn Mower; Garden Tools; Pic-
tures and Picture Frames; Kitchen Table.

2 Dressers ; Commode with Mirror; Corner Cupboard; Round
Dining Table with Chairs; Double Burner 0il Heater; China
Cabinet; Desk and Chair; Metal Bookecase; Plastic Covered
Spring Rocker; Overstuffed Club Chair; 4 Occasional Chairs;
Combination  Radio-Phonograph and Records; Extension

Chrome Dinette with 6 Chairs; 2 Metal Supply Cupboards;

TERMS:

Personal Property—Cash. Real Estate—20% down, Balance upon delivery of deed and abstract show-
ing merchantable title. 1958 taxes will be paid.

Ph, 167 — Office hrs. 6 to §
Eyes HKxamined — Gilasses Fitted
Monday Thru Saturday
Closed Wednesday

W. P. Daily, Executor

Norman Gonderinger, Attorney

O'Neill, Nebraska

WALLACE O’CONNELL, Auctioneer ED MURPHY, Clerk




