
Something New 
Added to Rodeo 

Officials Now Wear 
White Stripes 

Something new has been added 
to the Holt county rodeo this year. 

You’ll notice the contest of- 
ficals—the cowboy judges—are 
obvious in their new uniforms, 

vests tailored in bright black and 
white stripes. 

The judges have been there for 
years, but now, for the first time, 
the spectators can see who they 
are and what they’re doing. 

If you like to boo the officials of 
sports contest, it has never been 

j easier in rodeo. If you’d sim- 
| ply rather know better what’s go- 
ing on, well, that’s easier too. 

The cowboy judges rule the 
arena in all contest events. They 
are the president, supreme court, 
and congress all rolled into one. 

During the riding events, you’ll 
j find them posted in front of the 

chutes, one on either side, as the 
horses and bulls are turned out. 
They decide who wins -and i t's 
strictly a matter of opinion. 

The horse (or bull' is scored 
from 65 to 85 points, mostly on 
how hard he bucks. The cowboy, 
if |je qualifies, is marked from one 
to 20 points, on how well he 
rides and spurs. 

Scoring the ride requires not 

only a sharp eye and a sound 
knowledge of the rules, but also 

I a solid background of experience 
in rodeo. The judge must be com- 

petent to tell which are the hard- 
est-bucking horses, which riders 
are really spurring and which are 

just swinging their heels and 
missing. 

That’s why rodeo is the only big 
time spectator sport in the world 
that has no professional officials 
The rules require every judge to 
be an active rodeo contestant and 
the judges for the bigger rodeos 
must be approved in advance as 

competent by the Rodeo Cow- 
boys’ Association. 

The judge’s judgment of a ride 
is somewhat simplified if the rider 
disqualifies. He can do this by 
bucking off—an elimination ob- 
vious to the highest row of the 
bleachers. But the second most 
common reason for disqualification 
or a “goose egg” as it’s called is 
much harder to snot. 

In the bronc riding events, the 
rider must spur the horse over the 
shoulders on the first jump out of 
the chute. Whether he does it pro- 
perly is sometimes hard to see 
from the stands. But if you see 

either judge turn his back on the 
ride before it is over, you can be 
sure the cowboy has “missed him 
out.” 

In the timed events, calf roping 
and steer wrestling, you’ll see one 

judge mounted in the arena, the 
other posted near the chute from 
which come the calves and steers. 
The man in the arena is the flag- 
man, who passes on the legality of 
the catch, the throw or the tie, and 
indicates time to the timers by 
bringing his striped flag down 
sharply. 

If you see him waving the flag 
wig-wag fashion the contestant 
gets no time and has disqualified 
on that head of stock. The .other 
judge i9 the scoreline judge, 
whose responsibility is to see that 
the stock gets a fair start out of 
the chute and that the cowboy 
doesn’t break the barrier, the rope 
is held across the roper’s and 

dogger’s box until the released 
calf or steer has been given a 

sufficient head start. 
Rodeo judges are well paid, get- 

ing from $25 to $100 per perfor- 
mance. But, surprisingly enough 
there are seldom any long lines of 
applicants. In the first place, it's 
a high pressure job. Often several 
hundred dollars rides on the jud- 
ge’s opinion of whether one horse 

bucked jast one point better than 
another. 

Bus ides that, most contestants 
would rather take the chance of 
winning more than the judge's 
salary in prize money. 

One fairly frequent source of 
judges is the constantly changing 
group of cowboys who are tem- 
porarily too crippled to compote 

The striped vests, crutches 
and slings are pretty common 
equipment. 

Try Frontier want ads for 
quick results! 

The 

APPAREL SHOP 
O’NEILL, NEBR. 

"The Shop of Finer Fashions" 

Ladies’ Ready-to-Wear and 

Accessories 
Exclusive but Not Expensive! 

Paul Shierk 
Insurance Agency 

O’NEILL 

INSURANCE OF 
ALL KINDS 

Im'luding Lift* and 

Hospitalization 
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M & M BAKERY and CAFE 
WE SERVE ONLY THE FINEST 

★ CHOICEST STEAKS 
★ LUNCHES 

★ MEALS 
FRESH PASTRIES ... AT THE M & M 

O’NEILL, NEBRASKA 
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MARCELLUS IMPLEMENT CO. 

CHALMERS^ ; | AND SI AVICI M \ 

West O’Neill i I 
« » 
* » 

LIVESTOCK & PRODUCTION 
LOANS 
Farmer Owned and Controlled 

DEPENDABLE CREDIT AT 
REASONABLE RATES 

O’Neill Production Credit Assn. 
OTTO E. OBERG, Ericson, President 

C. F. CLARK, Burwell, Vice-President j 
JAMES W. ROONEY, O’Neill, Sec’y Treas. 

EDITH J. DAVIDSON, O’Neill, Asst. Sec’y Treas. 
WM. 8. MATTERN, O’Neill, Asst. Sec’y-Treas. 

“Best Wishes to the 1958 Fair!” 
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Get MOKE for what you pay! 
Shop and Save at — 

MODE O’DAY 
FROCK SHOP 

Lingerie — Dresses — Hosiery 
Blouses 

Mrs. Frank Murray, Prop. 
O’NEILL, NEBR. 

Johnson Jewelry 
Styled Right! Priced Right! 

To Sell on Sight! 

Expert Watch Repairing 

Art Carved 
DIAMONDS 

O’Neill. Nebr. 
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DOBBS’ CIRCLE FOOD CENTER 
GROCERIES — FRUITS — MEATS — COCKER SERVICE 

THE BEST OF QUALITY LOW PRICES! 

PHONE 2881 -CHAMBERS, NEBR. 

Compete for P-R-I-Z-E-S-! 
» 

?. ^1 

LMENTZER 
CONOCO SERVICE 

Phone 7331 — Atkinson 

CongratulatioiiN to the ’.58 Fair! 

j 
—to Pay Bills? 
—for Operating Ex- 

pense? 
For a quick, convenient 

CASH LOAN nee 

Central Finance 
Corporation 
FRANCES TIGHE 

Manager 
Phone 14 — O’Neill 

Harry R. Smith Motor & Impls. 
JOHN DEERE 

Studebaker — Farmhand 
SALES and SERVICE # 

O'NEILL, NEBR. PHONE B02 
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