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Simple Rules Guide
Today’s Bull Riders

Rodeo is the least organized of
all organized professional sports

It has no teams or leagues, no
commissioner to rule with czar-
like authority. It is a series of
autonomous, individual contests,
held wherever a committee can
be gathered that wants to put one
on and open to whatever cowhoys
want to enter

Its professional athletes sign no
contracts, ll!'?l\\' no 'i.'i!ﬂl'll(‘g. oot
no guarantees. They are free to
compete wherever ad whenever
they please.

It is producd primarily by
amateurs non-salaried commit-
tees of business men or civic

leaders who put it on as a com-
munity venture.

But it's as big as college foot-
ball or major league baseball,

higger than a long list of less at-|

tended spectator sports. And it's
one of the very few major Amer-
ican sports that hasn't been los-
ing attendance steadily the last
few years.

To the average American, used
to the well charted world of pro-
fessional baseball or college foot-
ball, the cowboy sport seems a
trackless wilderness.

Actually, as much as it ever
can be, rodeo is well organized
and well regulated. The organiz-
ing influence is the non-profit Ro-
deo Cowboys’ Association, with
headquarters iff Denver. The RCA
sets the rules, approves the con-
tests, names the champions, and,

on such knotty problems as net-
work TV rights, speaks for the
sport as a whole.

Rodeos are divided roughly in-

to two levels: RCA approved and |

non-approved. On the approved
list are virtually all of the nation’s
major cowboy contests,
Madison Square Garden to the
Cow Palace, from Calgary to San
Antonio.

All told the RCA approves about
500 rodeos a year including an-
cient and perennial greats like
Cheyenne, Pendleton and Salinas.

Frequently the approved r0-
deos are referred to as ‘‘profes-
sional”’ the unapproved contests
as “amateur.” The terms are mis-
annlied.  Anv roden, because it
nave nrize monev. is a profession-
al eontest. And there are just as
manv narttime econtestants  and
mep.n-vear entries at the ap-
nraved rodeos as the unapproved
nr\r\q_

Tha onlv trolv amateur rodeos
are the inter-collerriate. high school
and  dunior rodeos that pay no
nrize Money.

Ae mueh as league lines ean
he drawn in rodeo, the contests
annraved hy the association. re-
gardleee of their size. eonld be
ealled the “maior leasne.” Their
miles are all standard. Their orize
lists and contest events have
heen nassed on and annroved.
Thev are onen to all RCA mem-
bers ineludine all the past and
nresent world’s champion cow-
hovs.

And the prize money they pay
off will be eounted in points to-
ward the world’s championships
of this season.

To the RCA which began as a
contestant’s organization, has fal-
len the responsibility of managing
the sport on a national bhasis. The
one other national outfit in the
sport, the Tnternational TRodeo
Management, is an association of
ittees working to im-
prove their own contests through
the pooling of experience and the
exchanee of ideas.

The TRM holds no sanction over
its members, has no enforcement

Wers.

With its right of approval and
suspension, the cowhoys associa-
tion works to rid the sport of its
worst elements., Frozen out are
the suitease promoters of yester-
year, who promised great profits
for the sponsoring committee com-
munity, then skipped town with
the gate receipts.

Also closely controlled are the
would be rodeo bums. the cow-
boys who would pay their way
around the country with rbber
checks. The stiffest fines in the
RCA rule book are reserved for
contestants who don’t meet their
finanecial obligations.

The association also arranges
group insurance for the compet-
ing cowboys, considered uninsur-
able before, and enforces a rule
that absolves the management of
all approved rodeos from any l-
ability for injury to the contest-
ants.

Speaking for the sport as a
whole, the RCA maintains rela-

|with the worst the wild stock has

from |
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tions with such groups as humane
societies and negotiates contracts

for network television rights.
Fearful of the detrimental effects
too much live television would
have on the box office of the ap-
proved rodeos, the organization
limits national telecasts to two
a year

The cowboy directors have kept
a wary eye on the declining gates

of most other sports telecast on
a regular basis. They point to
the firm national attendance fig-
ures maintained by rodeo as

proof of the elfectiveness of their
policy of preventing overexposure
on TV

Rodeo's major league drew at-
tendance of 14 million in 1957
There's no to estimate how

way
many paid to see the unapproved
cowboy contests, since there's no
way even to count them.

But most observers seem
agree that the true amateur
deos, produced at schools, by 4-H
cluhs, ete. and the so called ama-
teur contests, would add another
10 million to the total

The part time sport of the cow-
hoy gotten 10 be pretty bhig
time.

Cowboy Garb Not
Designed for Play
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Kids Across Country!
Use It For Dress

The cowbov's hoots, bhig hats
and hlue ieans have hecome, in
the last generation, a dressup cos-
tume for kids across the coun-
trv. But for the leather-tough
twisters who enter the rodeo
arena to match wits and muscles
to offer, they are no playtime
garb.

Thev are work clothes. the most
practical outfit a cowboy can
wear. They haven't changed es-
gentially in four generations be-
cause. as far as the cowhoys are
concerned they ean’t he improv-
ed upon.

Fach article is made the way
it iz for solidlv utilitarian reasons.

Take the ieans, still ecut of dur-
ahle blue denim, still riveted at
noints of strain as thev have been
for nearv a hundred vears
Thev're tailored tHeht in  the
ernteh. enne in the leg. and low
at the waist. heeause this stvle
ia moet eamfortahle in the eaddle.
least likelv to ride un around the
knees,

Thev're made of denim heecnanse
that workadav fahrie. more than
anv other. still lnnks roasonahlv
neat after n man hag heen dumn-
ad in the Anst or draceed nernes
the arena hv a runawav steer, Ro-
Aan ridere nerd nants the makers
haeck with a nromise of ‘“‘a new
nai» if thev rin.”

The hich heels of the boots, ta-
nered at the haele as a eoncession
tn enciop walkine, make it easier
tn hold a stirein: the pointed toes
make it easier to oot a lost stir-
mm hack. The tons are loose on
tha lar =0 n hoot hime un in a
atirrin ran come off hefore it's
woanrer i drageed to death

Tf the cowhovs save money on
the jeans fat less than 85 ner
nair) thev pay well for their hoots
buving the best fit available. A
eood nair of work honts for eom-
netition will run $40 or more. And
manv others in the arena, dress
hoots too seuffed to be worn for

dress  again, cost considerably
more.

The competition of rodeo has
hastened one evolution in the
basiec desien however, In recent
yvears calf ropers., who have to
move fast on the ground, have
taken to a flatter heel.

The big-brimmed hat is pure

practicability, too. It's a sunshade,
or, on other days, an effective
umbrella to keep rain out of the
neck opening of a poncho or sad-
dle slicker. Only the ten gallon
quality is unmitigated myth.

Cowbhoys, even old timers, never
drank from their hats. They
drank from the river—or straight
from the bottle.

In addition to the premium
awards, the Knights of Ak-Sar-
Ben will be sponsoring premium
awards in the open-class divi-

sion on beef cattle and exhibits
hall entries.
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Kids Getting into
Today’s Competition

Prep, College Events
Across Country

Rodeo, like other professional
sports, these days, is drawing
most of its future champions from

a field unknown to the oldtime
twister of a generation ago; the
nation’s high schools and colleges.

Ten vears ago, if a youngster
wanted to try his hand at rodeo he

was welcome to do so - under
adult rules at adult contests
against adult competition. Few

kids were eager to enter the lists
under those terms and even few-
er were able to make much of a
showing.

But today, rodeo at the school
level is a tough training ground,
turning out polished performers
who time and again have shown
their talent to be as big as that of
the hig time pros.

Take Harley May, for example
the current president of the Rodeo
Cowboys' Association and twice
world’'s champion steer wrestler
At little Sul Ross State College in
Alpine, Texas, May won a total of
eight national intercollegiate

championships before graduating
| in 1951.

Then, in 1952, his first full
season as a pro, he not only won

the world’s steer wrestling champ- |
ionship, but set a record for sin- |
gle-season winnings in the event|
that stood until he hroke it himself |
to win his second title in 1956.
Then there’s Glen Franklin,
\\'_hn won the New Mexico State
high school all around mwhoyl
championship his senior year. The |
next year he turned pro and
finished third for the world's calf |

roping championship. Last year, |

his second in the big time, he
was runner-up for the title, roping
better than any other pro in the
country except five time champ-
ion Don MecLaughlin.

[ each year by a point

Alvin Nelson proved by the way

he won the 1957 saddle brone
riding championship coming
from way behind after early

season injuries sidelined him for
soveral months—that he's one of
the very toughest twisters ever to
sit an Association saddle.

Nelsen learned his big-winning
lick at high school rodeos. He won
the national high school hrone
riding championship in 1953. Three

vears later, as a pro, he placed
fifth for the world's champlon.
ship

These dayvs, rodeo for the
voungsters is no informal, sand-
1ot set-to. Tt is well organized on
three levels: 1.) intercolleglate

2) high school. and 3.) junior.
At the college level, the Nation
11 Intercollegiate Rodeo association

is made up of local chapters or
rodeo clubs on the campuses of
about eightv central and western
colleges and universifies. NIRA
membership cards are of two
types, bodly stamped ‘'‘RCA” or
“amateur” across the face. Cbl

legiate members holding the RCA
cards may enter RCA rodeos with-
out ioining the association, in
addition to entering their own in-
tercollegiate contests.

Intercollegiate competition in.
cludes the standard RCA events
with a few extra events such as

rihbon roping, goat tying, and bar-
rel racing. Tn the eighty college
roden clubs there are approximat-
olv 800 individual members.

Tn order to maintain a position
on a collegiate rodeo  club, the
team members must maintain a
schoolastic average or C or bet-
ter.

The NIRA chmpions are named
award sy-
stem similiar to that of the RCA,
with points being tabulated for
some sixty intercollegiate rodeos.

Below the collegiate level, rod-
ecos are grouped into two assoc-
intions with some overlapping—
The American Junior Rodeo as-
sociation and the National High
School Rodeo association The Ne-
braska prep rodeo is held each
vear at Harrison. This year a half

dozen Holt youths competed and

Gayvle Stevens of O'Neill won on

of the events

The NHSRA limits its  mem
ber contestants to  students n
high school and approves higl
school rodeos in 13 states. The
ganization also sponsors a nation
high school championship rodeo
which was held in 1957 at Albey

querque.

The American Junior Rodeo
soclation extends a little farthe
than the high school organization
All state and national high school
rodeos are AJRA-approved
the two organizations have almo:
identical rules for the wvario
events. The AJRA limits its mem
bers to under 20 vears old

Gayer, Roland
Bands Scheduled

There will be dancing both Wid
nesday and  Thursday nights
Aucust 20-21 following the
| deo performances,

The dancing will be at the Amer
in Cham-

ican Legion ballroom
hers
On  Wednesday night it'll be

Jesse Gayer and his six-piece or
chestra, well-known in this area
The Gayer band headquarters at
Grand Island and features an ap
pealing ballroom program

Forrest Roland and his seven
piece orchestra will be playing
Thursday night. The Roland or-
ganization hails from Broken
Bow,

Tough-Luck ‘Pokes
to Be Remembered

Levi-Strauss & Co. will issue
three award certificates in con-
nection with the rodeo.

Certificates will be awarded to
competitors as follows:

1. First “no-time' in calf rop-
ing.

2 First “no-time” in bulldog-
ging.

3. Hard-luck cowboy.

There will be a jackpot purse
for the girl's cloverleaf barrel

race.

We'll See You at the . ..
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