
Bulldogging— 

Nip of Steer’s Lip Started It 
The cowboys call it bulldozing 

because Bill Pickett, the cowboy 
who invented it. used to bite the 
lip of the steer, bulldog fashion, to 
encourage it to fall down. 

But in the rule book it’s called 
steer wrestling, a title that’s a 
more accurate description of the 
skill as it’s practiced today. 

Pickett pounced on his first 
steer from horseback in a fit of 
temper, after the intractable crit- 
ter refused to be driven into a 

corral. The promoters of the wild 
west show he was working for. 
back in 1903, thought it was a 

great stunt and Pickett performed 
it as an exhibition for several sea- 
sons. 

Years before it evolved into a 
contest event, the cowboys quit 
biting the steer. But the name 
stuck. 

Steerwresting is probably the 
most scientific skill among rodeo’s 
five standard events. Jumping a 

big steer that outweighs him near- 

ly four to one and twisting him 
down in nine seconds or less looks 
like a job for a pretty stout hand. 
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A strong man makes it easier, 
of course, but the doggers who 
win the most money are those 
that make the best use of timing 
and balance. 

There’s hardly a man around 
that's strong enough to tip over a 

750-pound steer by sheer heft, even 

if you give him the afternoon to 
get it done. And, when the com- 

plication is adder! of stopping the 
steer from a dead run before it’s 
twisted down, it’s apparent that 
it takes some knowing how to do 
the job quickly. 

The trick is to come off the 
horse just right, with the cow- 

boy's feet dropping from the 

stirrups at a 45-degree angle to 
the steer’s charge. He digs in with 
his heels, pushes down on the left 
horn and up on the right to get 
the steer off balance as he brakes 
him to a stop. 

If it all goes right, the steer will 
slow down in a broad curve. Just 
before it stops, the dogger tilts 
its head back to keep the critter 
from getting set solidly on all 
four feet. Then he reaches around 
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for a hold under the steer’s nose 
for more leverage, twists the 
head up farther and falls back- 
ward. 

If he’s done it all right, the steer 
will fall cleanly on his left side, 
with all four legs free. Rut usually 
it isn't as easy as it looks. 

The first hazard is the houlihan. 
knocking the steer down by the 
weight of the man’s iump from 
the saddle Resides being against 
the rules, which require the steer 
to he stopped hefore he’s thrown, 
it’s a good way to court suicide. 

The houlihanned steer usually 
somersaults on top of the steer 
wrestler. 

Then there's the dog fall, when 
the steer goes down with his legs 
under him. has to he let up and 
thrown again. Rut prohahlv tons’ 

exasperating is the robber-necked 
steer who stands solidlv upright 
ignoring the straining steer wrest 
ler completely as though It 
were natural for steers to rein'- 
wi’h their heads upside down 

Then gome steers won’t ston at 
the steer that sets up. stopping 
onicHv as the oowhnv jumps let- 
ting him bounce on the -'round like 
a lonsided medicine hall. Or the 
steer that ducks in front of the 
dogger’s horse, causing a wild 
melee that could break the legs of 
all three creatures involved. 

Then. some steers wont’ stop at 
all hut hang the cowboy banglno 
on their horns right into the wall 

It’s often a wonder they don’t 
bite the steers any more, 
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rodeos today and five or six times 

as many good hrone riders.' Most 

of these boys ride in rodeos the 
year around and get more pract- 
ice in six months than the old 
timers sometimes got in six years. 

"Coming out of the chutes that 
often and with that much tough 
competition, it stands to reason 

that any good horse is going to 
be ridden sometime .’* 

Although he admits "that lots 
of good bucking horses are goln’ 
to the canneries before they’re 
really tried out," Copenhaver is 
optimistic about the future. 

"Maybe breeding’s the answer. 
But as' long as there are kids who 
want to try them, there’ll always 
be plenty of good bucking hor- 
ses." 

It would take approximately 15 
years to see but one performance 
of all of the nearly 500 professional 
rodeos approved each year by the 
Rodeo Cowboy’s Association. They 
are held in 34 states and Canada 
mid as many as 10 different con- 

tests are held on the same day. 
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CALIFORNIA HAS «« 
California is the biggest rodeo 

state, with 63 rodeos there ap- 
proved by the Rodeo Cbwboy’s As- 
sociation in 1957. Next is Texas 
with 51 and third is Colorado with 
32. 

IJTTLE TELEVISION 
Rodeo remains the only big _ 

time professional sport that can’t 
be seen regularly on television. 
Rodeo Cowboys’ Association limits 
network telecasts to two a year. 

HEADQUARTERS for 

STECKLEY’S GENETIC GIANT 

HYBRID SEED 

CORN 
also 

Homegrown Alfalfa, 
Brome, Crested Wheat j 
and Other Small Seeds 

{ 
Order now for next 

spring planting. 

M. SHIPMAN 
Orchard, Nebr. 

Phone TW 3-3545 
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Compliments of O’Neill 

OPERATING 

92 STORES 
in Nebraska 

and adjoining states 

Visit Your Nearby 

LEE STORE 
Where You Will Find Many 
Items for the Entire Family 

Headquarters and Home Office 

FAIRBURY, NEBRASKA 
•» 
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| Congratulations! 
I to the Holt County Fair! 

VEGETABLE PLANTS 

! Smith Greenhouse 
I 

Inman, Nebr. 
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Edwin H. Hubbard | 
Sand Gravel 

Fill Dirt I 
Dump Truck Service 

PHONE 2418 
CHAMBERS 

Eby’s Conoco 
Service 

H 'tnd <1 Douglas — O’Neill 
PHONE 365 

|i« Goodrich Tires 
• Oates Tires 

• O'Neill Taxi Service 
Anywhere Anytime 
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CATTLE 
L. D., Dan, Bill Putnam 

O’NEILL — I'llONE 204 — P.O. BOX 191 

9 

I 
I 
> 
I 

| ... from ... | 

] Holt Soil & Water ; 
< CONSERVATION l 
( DISTRICT * 
I 1 
I OFFICERS I 

i p 

J OFFICERS: ! 
f HARVEY RRITGMAN, O’Neill 

" 

| CHAIRMAN | 
| WALTER FICK, Inman ) " 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
I 9 * ELMER .11 TRACER. Star 
t SECRETARY-TREASURER I 
| MERWYN FRENCH. SR., Page f 

BOARD MEMBER | 
CLARENCE ERNST O’Neill t 

I BOARD MEMBER * 

I > 

i Technical Staff: [ 
C. R. HILL | f UNIT CONSERVATIONIST 9 

f W. D. WHITWER 
" 

I soil. CONSERVATIONIST k 

4 ORVILLE INORA | 1 SOIL CONSERVATIONIST 

f HAROLD T. YOLTNC. 
9 

| CONSERVATION AID ) 
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