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plece of common ground given I-n falcs
and markets, Lentborby's Hoyal Victorla
theator stood forlorn nnd aolitory It was
a dismal construction of eanvas and wood,
called nan outdoor Atcup, and it had stood

Almost unregardel for o woeek Never hnd
Laathurby o Httle cpdonragement th stay
never so grievods n lack of means o get
RWAY Business had heen bad and worse
than bad, oven for a strolling compnny

And now—!

The whole concern  was fallen on evil
times and g welfare wad gone with 1's
early paint.  All show of salaries had been
dropped months  ugo sond  equal  division
mide of what poor sums might remoin
after expenses.  Jut now It séemed that an
end had come to all things, Ooce upon i
time the show had been wonl to travel by
rall and the buskers to take chenp lodgings;

now it moved ng it might and sheltered the

company Hgelf. It had crawled into Crow-
bridge drawn by two angular horses, hired
In the last town, but there scemed no pos-
sibilty of 1ts ever erawling ont unlegs the
compnny harnessed themselves and dragged
it The load of one van stpoldl more of
less oroot, with a groan and o flap st each
stir of wind and was the theater;, in the
other Leatherby himselt and his wife had
taken to lodge, with thelr daughter of 17
Lou; called im print, In the daye when it
ran (o bills, Miss Sybilla de Vere.

It waa a horrlble place, this Crowbridge;
nohody would' trugt, nobody would support
the drama, As for trust, a gallint effort
had been made in the beginning;  when
Teddy Norton, general utility—all the com-
pany wore generil utility-—wns endued In
the hest mixture of clothes the ellow would
got together, and sent forth to pledge the
crediy of the concern with  butcher  and
biuker. He did it a1l with an air, poor fellow

somewhnt the aif of o privite secreotary
conforring o roval appolntment in person,
and he was careful to stipulate for the pune-
tyal presentation of bills next Saturday.
But the COrowbridge shopkeepers were a
gtony-hearled, even a stony-faced, lot and
they wanted money down, and made no
bones of saying so, without elyeumlocution,
And aa for the drama, they would have none
of It—It would ecem, indeed, that most of
them judged it sinful, for Crowbrldge was
a most dull and proper place, and the money
It sent to Leatherby's doors scarce paid for
lamp olll

“Patronnge.’” too, fatled utierly and every
rover wis drawn hlank., Chiefly and first
Leatherby attacked Baring Spencer, esquire,
and attacked him again and again. Baring
Spencer, esqulre, would nelther send his
gorviants nor support i “apecial per-
formance,! nor presontly permit Leatherby
standing room on his doorstep. It seemed
that something must be got oul of Baring
Spencer, cfguire, §f only he were pestered
enough., For he was 01 man of vast projects
in money and compnanies, and he was hoere
nt Crowbridge, where he had token a fur-
nished house for n few months, with schemes
in bleyele factorles that would make the
place rich. Indecd, it was sald that he
was buyilng the house putright and would
wome day go to parlinment for the county.
The local paper wad full of Baring Spoancer,
esquire, his undertakings and his desizng
tor tho nourlshment and glary of Crow-
bridee. e *‘patronized’ everything and
his nnme wis evervwhoere, So that It waa

doubly maddening to fnd him resolute not
to patronize the dramn as represented by
Liontherbvs, There was his house, almast In
gight of the “pheh” and his fome and his

glory almosat pervaded Crowbridge, It would
seem thal every applieant mlight thp him, If
not for money, for his name, except Loath-
erby. Him he would not even see

Last night T hewn bnil Indeed
At the show, Thoy had tried
" wonderful verdion nf "The

Courler of Lyons"" slashed and battered’ gut
of all recognition, to it the Ave male and
three female members of the company. and
the only two scones avallable und  the

“house'' dtwo and fourpence anid a Im\'|
puswed-in loafers) had merely siiggered and |

ritbled s fret Tomortow would be
Christmag and unless something occurred
desperately ke s mirngle the festival must
be celebrated by a total fast What could
be done? A desperale suggestion of carol-
glnging hnd been copsidered nnd abandoned
carly. There were alroady two partles each
nlght, one from the church and one from
the chapel, cach with its harmonjivm and
ench audible 1o the other, ut intorvals, even

from oppasite ends of the town And by
wins plain, asx Sam Davis (genoral utility) |

ohavrved, that outside compotition wis use
less when the regular crowd warked for
nix

Mra. Loeatherby, her daughter and Mrs

Hendy sat about o little eoke fire behind | o

the stage, mendinEg and darning—a  task
that grow day by day—egrew in difculty

e woll os magoiudes. The girl wos hoag-
gard und sharp beyond her yvears pnd gl
roddy her complexion grew voteh and’ un
wholesame beeause of the anlghtly palnt

perhnns It wag worae todiny from ovornigh
woeping. Even her mother, staunch through
8 hupdred ups and downa, mrde but a poor
fuveo of i, Lry na ahe might, and the widen
fng bulk thut had long ago l«d her, with

rare fravkoens, Lo abanden juvenlle parts
wias now merely  recorded by o4 #lacknesa
of clothes \s r Mra. Hepdy vhio wpe
also Misd Begumont, lendivg ludy, she u)
mosl wept as she sowed 2ie lamented
aloud, in season and out. the faie that bad
brought Her 1o such w0 puss: for she would
Bave 1t kuown that she, above all the rost
bad knowno betler thinge nd had pliyed
Paullne 10 the great Kedgerion's Olaude
Melnotte ot Liverpaol =) A i t griat
puins to impress these things ou anybody
who would lsaten and sl pade them a
ghastly aMietion to her bushand, into whoss
PRl T une ahie hud married i Nkt le
thunks she got far | ' he wius Insisteut
to remind

For his part, it is ! I ST 3
her reprowchon sometim vith gueru
rilor bt most with f g 1tion
101 B T i) h [ i wl I %
flbie i e drection ol 1 I o8l liguid
ol ut h Mits Wware of

= 1 taw he wa 1 f t! f :
the men. furel and Hi-ciad ' ik i
toward ha r Lo \i L
auae he or o bhad 1 eyt el ther
Bat, IF trueh moust e nfesned, } Ause they

bad fallen low, apd secy low—s0 low that

| made a ghastly show of feeling about hins

pockets for money, Hut Hendy only Nushed
and puled and frowned at the floor. He had
s feelings yot

The sllence endured for three seconds and
then the butcher flung the money on the
counter with o conrsp laugh. Al right”
he salld, “my show.” And presently they
wore all nlkative together, for, after all
there were the drinks, and the poor players
had Jearned not to e too thin-skinned.

Sum Davia and Billy Mack found thely
way across soon, and the drover was good
for another round of drinka on thelr en-
tranoe,

JTrade in your line don't seem fustrate,”
eald the butcher, happy in many Christmos
oriders “Aln't overcrowded, are ye?'

The buskers looked one at another and
Shook thelr heads; there could be no con-

cealment “Heastly business” Davis au-
awoereds "lorrid.

“Not a very payin’ gnme, eh?" sald the
drover

SWell," Teddy Norton ropllied, *1'd he
protty well off IT 1 had all that's owin' me,
anyhow."

‘Ah, but then euppose you had to pay
il you pwe?' reloined the butcher, and
guflnwed joyously at his own wit

“Owing!" erled Hendy, with excltement
“Why, the money o salaries I haven't had
‘ud start 4 bank
"Yug—no doubt,”” said the huteher, and
laughed again, “What 1 ain't got 'ud sink
n whip.'*

“Lot's goe," sald Davis, “vou was in Tre-
vor Flitz-Howard's crowd, wasa't you, when
It 1oft ‘em stranded nt Leeds?

Y1 owas that, my boy, an’ Teddy Norton
here, an' my missls—before 1 married het
That was the second time he put me in
the cart, tno,' Henry went on, with bitter
reminlscence, “He dropped a compuany
nt Dristol once, after three weeks, an® |
wak in that. And that second time, at
Leeds, he collared a bag o' mine to put the
plunder in, with a new pair o boots in it!"

“1 bet you'd llke to have ‘em now,” ob-
gorveld the butcher, with a glance at the
netor's dilapidated ghoes,

“1 didn't know Fltz-Howard,” venlured
Davig, “but I've known some pretty near
ns hot. There was Digby, that called him-
gelf Stuart an' Waldegrave an'—"

So the talk went and each poor player
fell to a computation of what he had lost
in sbortages by reason of “bad business™
and by the robberies of rascally managers,
0 that, It debts were but assels, here
would sit a company of affluent persons,
gponging for drinks in the Crown. Scarce
a4 town in the kingdom but one or other
hadg been stranded in it; they counted it a
suceossful engagement that brought, first
to last, half the stipulated salary; and
though it was held “too bad'* when a man-
ager bolted with the moneybags, the thing
WiS 80 common as scarce Lo seem Worse
thin a piece of rather sharp practice,

Last poor old Leatherby himself, a s,
fizure of a stout man worried thin, joined
tho group and drew another round of drinks.
It was hard, very hard, to malutaln the
dlgnity proper to a proprietor and manager
consclous the while that be, even he, had
tallen to “prossz” for a drink among slrang-
ors, though in truth he did his best,

That night they played ““The Ticket of
Leave Manp'—playved it with the cnergy of
deapalr. Whatever that performance might
bring was all that fay between them and
the lack of a Christmas dinner—and worse
lack thunr that, Hendy played Bob Brierly
ro his wife's Moy Edwards, Leatherby dou-
pled Melter Moss and Mr. Glbgon, with a
rush round the back und a change of coat
in the offiee scene—played with a cottage
interior Billy Mack doubled too—Maltby
apd Green Jones; and Leatherby’s daughter
was Sam Willoughby and Miss . Evremond
by turng while Mrs. Leatherby as Mra.
Willoughty, Teddy Norton as Hawkehaw the
detective and Davis as Dalton, bhod only

l one purt apiece to think about. Ho thal

on the whole the play was falrly complete
and regular, save for a cut or boteh in rare
plices and a lack pf crowids here and there,
It was not a comforting lay, altogether, for
the pinyers. Money had to be fNourished
recklezsly In some scences and a basket of
trottere—made of roiled rags, anid onee
HMendy had to pretend that he couldn’t eat
B biscuil,

But the house—well, it was better than
jast plght, by elghtesnpence. The butcher
came wnd brought a friend. He was not so
bad & fellow, after all, In hig own way,
and he did his best Lo applaud for the
whole house.  But half the rest were boys,
Asciples of the locsl wit, an ostler from
the Crown: #nd these made the night's
work harder, Hawkshaw  was halled  as

i gally drew yells of dellghit at every repe-

titlon A certaln (rock coal that from time |

to time adorped w different character, in
socordance with necesslty, was greeted with
recognition At edach redappearance,
nd “Garn,. it ain't your turn—you've ‘ad
itoon twice!" wus the indigonant reéproof
that mot Mr. Gilbson in the office scene, And
toward the end Leatherby (as Melter Mosa)
came forward with Injured dignlty and a
lerge potato, which he protested that no
gontleman would have thrown

41l wne done that Leatherby's could do
and all was done In valn, or very near it
A few pence aplece was all the pnor strollors
had 1o see them through Christmas and 1o
g6t thots Away from this abhorrent town

The men shared a chew of tcbhaceo, and
murued in as best they might Mre, Hendy
wus pear 1o tears as sho left the stage. and
she Indulged In a passionnte and repropel-
iooutbursl 4s soon aE she and her hus-
hnd were along For his part, he could
bt feohly protest that it wuasn't his fault
oNjee sltuntlon  this is for me,'” she

idod wnd then to be told (s not your

" Here she wept afresh Of vourss

put on to me—Illke & man, b, Oh, o
ik 1 was ever such o fool as to bring
It oo myeelf!

Byl n denr Hendy began, with en-

trealy In his yolde—

{1k o't talk o me! shi answered,
ing awny the hand he had put on her
Ider Tao think | sbhould come o this!
And then you tell me It's my fault!™

Hondy irew aoff o sulk alone Weuk

charaet both, thelr sentiment (ke most

santimeut) was rooted in self-pity and this,
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4% sharp as ever,
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