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White House Mistress
Fifty Years Ago

Living quletly In the blg brick bullding
known as the Louisa Home, in Washington,
D, ¢, 1s & white-haired woman who was the
mistress of the White House more than half
a century ago, By the world at large her
very existence has been forgotten nor would
the mention of her name—Mrs, Letitia Sem-
plo—rocall any memory whatever to the or-
dinary reader, It wae ns Letitla Tyler that
the white-haired old lady first became known
to Washington society, in the days when the
capital elty was scarcely more than a coun-
try villnge, containing a few fine public
bulldings separated by long streiches of
nearly hottomless mud, She woas the second
daughter of President John Tyler and she
wis a Virginla belle In the daye when that
wns the clearest title to beauty that could
be bestowed In this country.

'T_\'Ivr':e administration seems a long way

back to most of us. It seems pirange to
think that this serene-faced woman, who is
stlll active and vigorous, knew and talked

with Webster and Clay and Calhoun and the
other leaders of that perlod which was so
prolific of great men. Webster she saw often
and she describes him ns a man of Imposing
presence which made Its power felt In any
assemblage,

At the time of our coming to Washing-
ton,” eald Mre, Semple, in recalling her
White House experiences of fifty years ago,
“my mother's health was too poor to admit
of her taking actlve charge of the dutles
naturally devolving upon the wife of the
president. My elder sister and myself had
our newly made homes In Virginia to super-
vire and my youngest sister was only a child
Therefore, by common consent, the wife of
our brother Robert became the mistress of
the White House so far as the public slde of
the life there was concerned, However, my
cther sister and myself were there a good

part of the time.
“This arrangement continued until after
my mother's death, which occurred [n the

White House. Then my brother established
himsell in law practice In Phlladelphla and
his wife wished to make her home there.
Meanwhile my husband had been appointed
a paymaster In the navy and as that led
to hig being away from home a great part
of the time T came here to take charge of

my father’s household and remalned untll
1844.
“There were no great social entertain-

ments in the White House during my father's
term. My mother’s {l1-health and later her
death forbade that, For the most part we
lived openly, hospltably and unpretentiously;
in fact, just as we had been accustomed to
do at home In Virginia.

“I remember that It was customary durlng
the sesslons of congress to enterlain guests
at dinner in the White House twice a week,
The former of these was usually attended
by ahcut twenty prominent public men, the
personal and polltieal friends of my father.
T he second was on a somewhat larger seale.
It usually Included members of the diplo-
matle corps and the numhber of guests waa

generally about forty, But these dinners
wera always very slmple affalrs and they
ended at what would be considered now a

ridiculously early hour.
"“Then op other evenings it was customary
for the president's famlily to be Informally

at home, that Is, to receive calls from friends
and acquaintances, But even on these ooca
glons the visitors always departed before 10
o'clock, At that hour the White Houge was
cloged and the famlily retlred.'

Although Mrs. Semple {8 nearly 80 years
old she takes an active interest in all
turrent affairs. Sho recelves many Invita
tlons from people in publie life In Washing-
ton, and although she |8 of course unable
to accept any of these, she 18 much pleased
to have them as a proof that she Is not for-
gotten by those who are in and of the worlil
In which she was once a leader.

Christmas Money
is Not Wasted

The business side of the hollday season
Is, perhaps, for the majority In these days
the most important. Good cheer seems
be Inseparable from the spending of money
It may be that many pecple do not e nsid
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the enormous traueactions of the Christmas
time, both In ity domesti¢ and foreign rela-

tion. Three ships left New York last week
with money orders representing $768,000
Probably all or nearly all of this monoey
was enrned in the United States, and most
of It will e spent hiy relatives
and friends of the earners in BEurope
BEurope, therefore, owes a special debt of
gratitude to this  country Most of this

money went to Great Britain, Germany and
Sweden, but nearly every mportant country
over there has benefit from
the United States, of the
yieur many In our nurth-
west, where farming not active In the
winter, go home, spend the winter with
friends and return in the spring in time to
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put in thelr ecrops. One ship, a few davs
ago, carrled from New York 600, These
people, of course, take baock money earned

here, and Sweden becomes o much richor
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CARTING OHRISTMAS TREES OMAH
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The interpational side of the holiday season
I8 becoming more important every year, bui
it is alsy, so far as we uare concerned, be-
coming more and more one-sided,

The domestic side Is that which concerns
nearly everybody, IU is o pcor home thiit
does pot In some way feal the infQuence of
Christmas. I'resents in days n
such great varlety and cheap that
gladness by reason of gifts can shed a ray
In nearly every hole and corner of this wide
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land, In the cities there ig an exchange of
money for nearly every sort of thing. The
country cousing coma in and buy to

limit of thelr means, and tha rural popula-
thon pour Into the crowdid centers of people
all manner of goord things amnd 8o
the balance kKept up., The aggregite o!
money thus put into eirculation in a coun
try of nearly 75,000,000 poopla where Christ-
mus Is obgerved, is heyond computation
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Miss Marla Ten Eyek De
fair young daughter of the s
Invited to christen the torp
stroyer Decatur, now bullding
vards of the WHlnm R, Trig:
Richmond, Va., and which wll
early next spring. Miss Mayvo
the invitation,

It Is eminently fitting, sn.
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phin Thmes, that the beautdful young Vir
ginlan—she 8 gnly 17 years of age -should
oMolate at the ecercmony which will honor
the memory of her (ustrions ancest the
great Stephen Deentirs she |8 the great
grindnlece of the famoud sen wartlor and

hig nenrest Mying descondant; am! a glanes
it the herole Hneage of the youthful apons |
it the wir named lo hin houor has o
imely interost
Stephen Decatur

ship

he of the revaiutionnry
period, 17761801, was in the service of his

untey during the war of (ndependence,
and afterward when the trouble with Prance
Lhreatened conacquences. o also
at oo thme commanded o sguindron operat
Ing in the West Inillos, hls flagship being
tha  Phibadelphin destroved by hils  son
Stophon In 1800 This first  Stephen had
throeo Stephen, Jamed and John, Of
thirsn song of A noble wsire
was Killl the war with Tripo!l
very voune, Stephen marreied Miss
Wheeler of Neefolk, Vi, thoe diauggh
child of Luther Whoeeler
ot thme mayor of Richmond, and president
of one of 1 boards.  There wore no ebhildren
born of this union, but the third son, John,
matrried Miss Maria Susannn Ten Eyek, the
only elbld ¢f o Dotel gontleman, and mer-
chant of New York, Thisa Jobhn Decatur
wis Colopel John Decatur, of the United
Sthtes army, and to him were borg several
ehilidren, among  them  Stephen Deeatur,
thivd, nles of the novy; and o daughter, the
prosent Mres, Wyndhoam 1. Mavo, who 14 the
mother of the malden to chrigten
the war ship nomed for her distinguished
ancestor,

On the  piternnl  slde the charming
aponsor of the ship s Hewise distingulshod
Her father, Captoin Wyndhonm W, Mayo, is
noson of Judge Meter Mayo of Norfolk, He
Is highly connected, bis mother having hoen
Mite Upshur, of the old Virgina family of
that pame. e servidd In the confederatoe
navy, amd after the war commanded one
of the Bay Line ateamers plying betwieon
Baltimore and  Notfolk His wifo, the
mother of the young woman, le o very bea-
tiul woman. She wns Miss Deentur,
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Lost and Won

An Outlander In Johannesburg, smousiied
on a smart-looking horse, was stopped by
o Boer officlal In the market square and or-
deril to surrender hla steed for the service
of the republic He declined and was
promptly pulled off. Regoinlog his feel the
Outlander lowered his head and charged
stralght ot the Boer, after the faghlon of an
angry goat, 'The Doer, takem by surprise at
thls novel mode of reslstance, was rolled
In the dust by the force of the lmpact and
befors he could recover his footing the Out-
lnnder had remounted and was galloping
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racehcrse speed,
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