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Skating in

Nature has been none too lavish In fur
nishing places where the boys and girle of
this community may enjoy themselves dur-
Ing the winter days and evenings skating
Of courss there are the Missourl river and
Cut Off lake, but it Is seldom the lee on
either river or lnke 18 In prime condition for
the sport. Hesldes, skating on these sheets
Of water Is not safe, even during the co'd-
est weather. On both the river nnd the lake
there are numerous alr holes through which
the akater Is In danger of plunging at any
time. Aslde from the danger, the lee Ia
usually rough and frequently covered with
sand and snow.

What nature has falled to do man has ae-
compliehed and when properly cared for the
little pool in Hanseom park furnishes an
Ideal place for skating., As everybody here-
aways knows, the Hanscom park lake is a
gem of Its kind. It ls located down In the
southenst corner of the park, well protected
from the winds by the hundreds of huge
onks, elma and other forest trees, acores of
which are shown by the accompanying ple-
ture, taken soon after the lake froze over
this senson. The lake Is nearly clreular and
covers a couple of acres in area, and when
in good conditlon its surface |8 ag emooth as
glase, not being marred by hill, hummock or
erack,

Two years ngo the Hanscom park lnke
wis one of the finest skating resortsa In the
country. That winler the members of the
park commission took the matter In hand
and flooded the surface twlee a week during
the cold weather. The tolal cost of keep-
Ing the Inke In good conditlon approximated
600,  Last winter it wos allowed to care
for Iteelf and as a result after the first
fall of snow there was practically no skat-
ing. This winter there I8 a move on foot
to minke the place more popular than ever.
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The park commisiloners have their annunl
meeting about December 27, and at that
time If the ekaters take interest enough In
the matter to be present and present thelr
clnlme U 18 more than Nkely that the mem-
bers of the board wlll order the lee flooded
at least once and perhaps twice each week

Superintendent Hunt of the Omala Water
Waorks company, In discussing the propo-
gition, says: I the park people want
to flood the Inke, we will mnke a very low
rate for the water. [ think that It can be
doneg for the entire season for less than
$500.  We ecan flood the lake any afternoon
durlng reasonably cold wenther and have
fine skating for the evenlng. It is an pasy
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mitter, for all that will have to be done
will be to attach a hose to one of the hy-
drants near the shore of the lake and turn
on the water. From one-half to an inch
of water twice o week will keep the sur-
face f the lake In the best of condition.”
Bates of the park commission
2Nys “There & no money In the treasury
wt this time, yet I think that if the people
will take the motler up we can Eguecze out
enough fupds to pay for the water, but we
must first have some evidence that the young
people of Omaha are anxious to have the
lnke put in condition for skating. They
can’t stand around and expect the board to
take the Initlative.”

The upper lake In the park I8 full of water
nnd s eurface s pretty smooth, but on
this skaters are not allowed, ag It s monopo-
lzed by the members of the Omaha Curling
club, who play thelr games there every
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Saturday. Even If skaters were permitted
to usge this lake It would be of little value
to them as n resort, as It is entirely too
emall, so that it Is skate on the lower lake
vr not skate.

Whence Mistletoe Comes

Women the world over are interested In
the pretty green parasite that adds to the
run and frolie and happitess of the Christ-
mas season,

Mistletoe for centurles has been one of the
most important factors in yuletide decora-
tlons, Its use dating back as far as the days
¢f the Druids. The hanging of the mistletog
on Christmas eve, between 11 and 12 o'clock,
In many homes 18 the beginning of the sea
son’s merrymaking. The bough is hung
in a place where there will be no obstacle to
pagsing under it, and the penalty for being
caught beneath its branches all know,

The mistletoe of the Drulds s viscum
album. It is o true parasite, existing on th
sap of other trees, and never at any time is it
In contact with the soll, It grows freely on
apple, pear and plum trees; on poplars,
thorns, maples and basswood, and rarely on
the oak. 1t is eald that the only sacred
mistletoe of the Druids was that found upon
the oak. The propagation (8 by the seeds
These are covered with a translucent,
gummy substance. They are placed In po-
sitlon by birds, which, in trying to rid thelr
benks of the sticky seeds, rub them on the
bark. The secds, which are deposited on
the east or north side of the trees, grow
more rapidly than those to the south or
woest,

Some {den of the quantity of mistletoe that
ig used annually in London may be had
when It I8 known that from the two counties
of Worcester and Hereford nlone more than
100 tons sre shipped each season. Much also
finds its way from Normuandy and from
France to the London market. Large quan-
tities are fmported yearly to New York, Bos
ton and Philadelphin, and much reaches
Chicago,

The mistletoe generally seen in the market
here I8 & cousin to the Buropean epecles, and
is known as phoradendron flavescens. It is
smaller, both in berries and leaf. It is found
in great gquantities In New Jorsey and south
ward through the Carolinps, New Mexico
and Indian Territory.

Pointed Paragraphs

Chicage News: Party llnes arg usuall,
drawn al campalgn poetry.

The singe door frequently leads to the di
VvOoree court,

Wise I8 the man who derives happlness
from his deluslons,

It {5 human nature to attribute the sucress
af others to chance,

The magazine post may by equal to his
task, but few of his readers ure,

The gooduess of our intenticns never ex
pupest the badness of our acuons

¢ it takes nlpe tallors to make a man h w
many dules can one tallor turn out?

gome men who pay their bills prompily
want considerable credit for it luter on,

A first-class bookkeeper Is one who can
keep the books awny from meddlesome cred
tors

susplelon sometlmes makes a4 square meal
on jenlousy—and finds there Is nothing lef
for dessert,

A western clergyman denounces Bunday
funerals Mosgt people are in favor of post
pouing them Indefinitely

After observing the antica of soine folks
the theory thal man descended from the
monkey duesn't seem &0 ridleulous
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|Davis & Cowgill Iron Works

‘ E. ZADBRISKIE, Agent, J. B

December 24, 1880,

Fiftecenth and Jackson Streets, Omaha.
COWAQILL, Manager.

CORNER OF GEAR CU TTING DEPARTMENT,

AISLE ON MAIN FLOOR.

SECTION OF BLACKSMITH SHOP,

PARTIAL VIEW OF STOCK OF IRON AND WOOD PULLEYS,
Davis & Cowglll Iron Works, establighed In 1884
present time it s one of the best equippe:
bine repairing, heavy forging and brass work
plies, have tho only gear cutting machine

HANGERS, BTC

has steadily grown untll at the
shops in the west. They do ai kinde of ma
manufaciura electrie stroet rallway sup-
n this part of the west

: and a finely equipped
shop in conpection witay the plant

pattern and model Always carry in stock a full as-

sortment of wood and iron pulleys, hanger:, shaftlong

: couplings, collars, plllow hoxes, eto.
Orders from out of town recelve prompt att
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