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Fort Kearney,

Amaong the frontler outporta of Nebraska
none has a more Interesting history than
Furt Kearney Established before the ter-
ritory was organized it was a stopping place
for the thousands who journeyed overland
hefore the Unfon Pactfic rallrond was eom-
pleted and was an assurance of protection
to the ploneers who camoe to find homes on
the wind-blown pralrle.

The bulldings have leni sinee disappeared
and the only reminders of the scencs of e
that wore once enncted there are the stately
trees that  enclosed the quadrangle of the
parade ground and the remning of the earth
embannkment which was thrown up during
an Indian seare The site lies on the snuth

ROAD THROUGH THE RESERVATION

bank of the Platte river, opposite the city
of Kearney, but four miles to the enst, and
the beauly of the grove atirncts many ple-
nle parties during the summer,

To reach the spot we drive down the maln
strect of the city of Kearney, cross the
two shorl bridges of the channels, and then
reach the mile-long wooden structure that
bridges the FPlatte. On the south side of
the river the roadways of the sectlon of
country in and around the old reservation
are lined with tall trees which give an air
of long occupation quite unexpected In a
western country. A mile from the bridge
the drive les east down a beautiful avenue
of Lrees. For miles this double row of
treey stretches wway, narrowing in the dis-
tance until the opening at the end of the
vista looks lke a cleft In a mountaln can-
yon, It Is fortunate that the reservation
was abandoned and opened to settlement,
for this valley lnand la very productive,

First Fort Kearney.,

The first Fort Kearney was on the slte
of Nebraska City, where a blockhouse was
erecled and five companleg of troops win
tered In  1847-8. This post wns named
after the doughty warrlor, Colonel Steven
Watts Kearney, who commuanded the expedi-
tlon to the South Pasa in 1845, Thils wos
the first regular expedition which penetrated
g0 far west, and was made for the purposo

of hecoming better acqualnted with  the
conntry and perbaps, too, to have an in-
timldating eoffoet on the various Indian

tribes which were encountered ¢n the way,
in the spring of 1848 the troops which were
wintered at Fort Kearney were ordered to
New Mexlco and the post wos permanently
abandoned

At this time travel to Oregon wus just
beginning and as the seanty population of
what I8 now Nebraska waos huddled along the
Migsourl river, It hecame necessiury to es-
tabllsh outposts to protect emigrants from
marauding  Indians Secretary  of  War
Marcy ordered Colopel Childs of the Mis-
gourlt volunteers 1o esinblish a fort at sme
point at a conslilerable digtance from the
Missouri and on the south side of the
Platie. Colonel Childe and his men moved
up the Platie valley aa for us the ford known
ra Cargon's Cressing and here declded to
build the fort, just opposite the point whore
the Httle station of Buda now stands, It §8
related that they begun werk, but some two
or three weeks later a freshot swept awiay
the partially completed bulldings. They
then moved back about o mile from the bank
to higher ground, which place beeame the
permanent location. The bulldings were of
sod and adobe Cottonwoon saplings woere
brought from the islands and planted to
beautify the lonely spot. The post was at first
called Fort Childs, but there Is no military
racord of this name In thia same vear
Major Rull succeeded Colonel Childs and the

post wad then called Fort Kearuey, Oregon
Route, and was referred to as New Fort
Koenrney
Not Named After Phil Kearney,
When Nebraska was organized as a
territory In 1854, it was called Fort
Koanrnoy, Nebraskn Territory. 1t has been

etated that this post was named after Phillp
Kearny—"I"ghting Phil""—~but this s Incor-
rect, It ‘s true that Phillp Kearny ac-
companied the South Pass expedition, but
_only as seccnd MHeutenant, while his uncle,
Siephen Watts Kearny, wak colanel, nnd it

is unlikely that the lleutepant would be
lonored Instead of his superior oflicer,
Furthermore Stepben Kearny dled in Oc-

tober, 1848, and It was in accordance with
established custom that the new fort should
bear his name. Besldes the old  Fort
Kearney at Nebraska City wis named for
him and the new post was practically a re-
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moval of the other. It I8 but an empty
honor at any rate. In a lst of ofMeers in
command of the post at various times, which
st s, however, unoffeinl, the name of Phillp
Kenrny appears as fourth, This seems Lo
be an error, for the “Biography of Major
Philip Keurny,"” published by his ndmiring
kingman, Major de Peyster, makes no men-
tion of his visiting the fort in any capacity,
This Major de Peysier presented to the clty
of Kearney gome years ago a bronze hust of
Philip Kearny, which now rests on a bracket
in tho city hall, the only coronment of on
otherwise bnrren Interlor It 1s notleeable
that the family name was epelled “Kearny"
ind  the fort and clty The

“Kearney,"

PONTOON BRIDGING IN FENCE,
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6cnt on under guidance of a captnlin.
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City
had fourteen salcons, though there were only
Bix famllies
courge, sustained by the custom of travelers.
A detalled history of
have a welrd sort of interest no doubt if all
facts

ILLUSTRATED BEE.

northern part of the territory from Minne- the post commander, together with officers

fula and caused general alarm, The Sec-
ond regiment of Nebraska cavalry was
hastlly organized, and under Colonel Furnas
did excellent service in a ahort but brilltant
campalgn, The next year the Seventh lowa
volunteer cavalry was ordered to the fron-
tier to protect the line of the overland stage
route from Fort Kearney westward, Fol-
lowing the Chivington massacre |n Colorado
there were fears of a general uprising among
all the Nebraska Indiane, and, at this
Juncture the First regiment of Nebraska vol-
unteers was ordered to Fort Kearney. The
Indians are thought to have planned a gen-
eral and simultaneous attack on all ranches
and outposts, At Plum creck statlon, on Au-
gust 1, 1864, they attacked the stageand killed
the entlre party, eleven In all. The telegraph
sent the news and the attacks at other points
wera late and found the posts nreparsd, A
genoral panle ensued and people fled from
ranches {n all directlons to Fort Kearney.
All overland travel was etopped and all
wagons arriving were detalned at the fort.
It was at this time the earth embankment
wis erected for a rifle pit and it was ox-
pected that a blecdy battle would be fought
there, but fortunately it never ocourred, The
fort |tself was never attncked, but numerous

sullies were made from there and many brave

thelr lives.
resumed,
phseryed

soldiers gave up
travel was again
for eafety were

After o time
but precautions
Travelers and

supply wagons were organized into tralns of

fifty wagons each and after some drill were
In all

these traubley the Nebraska triops renderpd

excellent service untll mustered out in 1566,

Dobey Town.
Jugt west of the reservation sprang iup a
of huls and hovels known as
Town, sometimes shortened to
Town' and also called Kearney
It is related that the place at one time
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there. These saloons were, of

Adobe Town would

eonld be brought to light. A little

LARGE TREES ABOUT THE OLD PARADE GROUND

change was of course an ertor in recording.

In 1868 Colonel May took command of the
fort He caused the old sodl and adobe
bulldings to be destroyved and replaced by
better ones, A saw mill was set up and
the cottonwoods of the islands were cut
and sawed Into lumper for the new build-
Ings. This section of country was claimed
by the Pawnees and Colonel May arranged
a treaty by which the government gained
possession of a tract ten miles square, This
extended two miles west of the fort bujld-
Ings and elght miles east, to the present
site of Lowell., On the north [t extended
across the river and included numerous je-

lands for many miles up and down the
Platte These lelands were especially val-
uable for the timer they afforded In

roturn for this the Pawnees were given the
exclusive yse of Nance county, thelr favorite
home, nnd were promised that schools would
he estnblished for them and their children
oducatod and Iostructed In  agriculture
Noodless to gay, the promises were not ful-
filled
The Milltary Hond,

Previcusly, in 1860, a milltary road huaad
heen established between Fort Leuvenworth
and Fort Kearney, and was also ceded by
treaty Fort laramie was established in
1849, and all supply trains this post
passed through Fort Kearney, When gold
wns discovered fo Callfornia, and later at
Pike's Poak, the rush of gold seckers, to-
goether with the Oregon travel, made a steady
stream of travel through the fort. By 1860
a dilly stage was established and the tele
graph line was In operation. Stage ranches
or stations were established at frequent in
tervals, where horses and drivers were ex
changed fur fresh ones At this time the
fort was a scene of tontinucus activity and
Hfe there was both exciting and interesting

At the beginning of the clvil war the
population of the fort was about equally d4i-
vided -In sympathy. There was naturally
gome friction. but nothipg serlous oocurred
A number of officers left the fort 1o go aouth
and were afterwards heard from In the
southern army

The worst of Nebraska's
began In 1862, and most of the ofensive
operations aguinst Indlans were col ucted
from Fort Kearney. Powerful bands of
hostile Indlaps were awarming Into the
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and ladles of the fort to view the country.
As they rode through Adobe Town some
one from within one of the squalid little
houses hiszed the party Very soon after

the general avenged the insault by ordering
the abandonment of the post. An urgent
protest from &cttlers who feared to left
without protection resulted In gne comphny
of troops belng left at the fort and from that

bhe

time it remained a one-company post until
It was permanently abandoned In 1871.

The large trees which were planted in
1548, though cottonwoods, are remarkably
heautiful, One of them mengures pearly ten
feet In clreumlerence Tie embankment
bullt for protection in case of an Indian at-
tack Is form of n sjuare about ps
lnrge as a clty block The wall of earth
still shows nn average height of five feot
and must have settled, for [t wns made
thirty-five years ago. The corners are

rounded out In buttresees or ealssons, and at
the time a drawbridge was arrangoed for en
trance and exit., The grounds of the former

post bullding are now eccupled by a pros-
perous farmer of Kearney county, When
the snap shot of the trees was taken some
thrifty ealves were tnking their supper
from a wooden trough and about the em-
batkment peaceful cows were browsing, The
quiet scene wisg in contrast to that other
when settlers and emigrants were hasten-
ing into the fort for protection.

The rallroad reached Kearney station in
1866 and in fart crossed Nebraska in 1866-7

and this put a stop to much of the overland
travel. Supplies were then brought by rail
to Kearney station and transported across
the river to Fort Kearney. The pontoon
bridging which now forms part of a fenge
on the road leading through the old reservi-
tion was never used, probably becauSe the
water was too shallow to make it prac-
ticable., An ox ferry wias used for a long time,
n flat bont drawn by oxen, which walked
or swam according to tle aepth. The rafl-
road brought many excursionists as visltors
and life at the fort was both pleasant and
Intereeting. At one time a party of eastern
editors was entertained at the fort and
while there participated in a grand buffalo
hunt, an account of which was afterwards
written up In numerous eastern journals.
When the fort was abandoned the buildings
werg taken down, part were removed to
other poets and others disposed of to settlers.

Adobs Town, having no more patronage,
dwindled away and fell to pleces until jt
Lesame but a memory, M. B. DAVIS,

Christmas Eve
By Washington Irving,

It wae a brilliant moonlight night, but ex-
tremely cold; the postboy smacked his whip
incessantly and a part of the time his horses
were on a gallop. “He knows where he !s
going,” sald my companlcn, laughing, “and
is eager to arrive in time for some of the
merriment and good cheer of the servants’
hall. My father i{s a devolee of the old
achoel and prides himself on keeping up
something of old English hospltality, ® » «
He was always scrupulous In exacting our
holidays and having us around himon family
festivals. It waa the pollcy of the good, old
gentleman to make his children feel that
home was the happlest place in the world

nnd I value this deliclous home-feeling as
one of the choivest gifts a parent can he-
stow,”! * ® @

The squire ushered ug at ance to the com
pany, which was assembled in a large, old
fashionad hall, Tt was compozedd of different

REMAINS OF OLD EMBANKMENT

further west and near the river la a close
thickel of cottpuwoods enclosing the spot
where oniee stood @ house. The place was
i the old stage road and was called “Dirty
Womun's Ranch” with a due regard to the
fiuess of things. Travelers were often
lodged here over night and if those irees
could speak they could tell some wild, welrd
Ll es

After the close of the war, in 1866, General
Pope,  commander-m-chief, wvishiea Fort

Kearney. He was much pleased with the
location and under his orders groat improve

ments wers made. A steam sawmill was set
up, brought from inlacd and
pumerous bulldings were erected. The next
year General Sherman succeeded General
pope and he made & tour of inspection of the
Platte valley While at the fort General
sherman rode out with Colonel Carringlon,

logs wers

branches of a numerous family connectlon
¢ * * They were varlously oceupied, anil
A profusion of waoolen horses, pennsy
trumpets and tattered dolls about the floor

little
frollcked

showed traces of a
had

troop of fairy he

Ings who through a

day.

happy

While the mutual greetings were going on
betweon Bracebtridge and his relatives I hind
time to scan the apartment, * * * The
grite had been removed from the wide, over
hanging fireplace, to muke way for a fire of
word, in the mldst of which Bnos
mous log, glowing and blazing and sending
forth a vast volume of light and heat, This
I understood, was the Yule-log, which the
squire was particular in having brought In

Wik an

and iHumined on Christinas eve, nccording
lo anclent custom.
It was really delightful to see the aold

December

24,

18(K),

gquirs seated in his hereditary elbow chalr
by the hospitable fireslde of hls ancestors
and looking around him ke the sun of a
eystem beaming warmth and gladness to
every hearti Even the very dog that lay
stretched at hls feet, as he lazily shifted
his pesition and yawned, would look fondly
up In his master's face, wag his taill agalnas=
the floor and stretch himself agaln to sleep,
sure of kindoess and protection,

Supper was announced shortly after our
arrivial. It was served up In a spacloue
onken chamber, the panels of which shone

with wax, and around which were several
family portraits, decorated with holly.and
vy Besldes the accustomed lights, two®

great wox tapers, ealled Christmas candles.

wrenthed  with greens, were placed on a
hlghly polished buffet among the family
plate, The table was abundantly spread

with substantial fare, but the equire mades
his supper of frumenty, a dish made of
wheat cakes bolled In milk, with rich splees,
helng a dish In old times for Christmas eve.
I was happy to find my old friend, mineced
pie, in the retinue of the feast. * » »

The enpper had disposed every one to gay-
ety, nnd an old harper was summoned from,
the sorvanis® hall, * * * The dance, Jike
most dances after supper, wias a merry one
Some of the older folk joined In it, and the
squire himself figured down several couples
with a partner with whom he afrmed he
had danced at every Christmas for nearly
half a century,

The party broke up for the night with the
kind-hearted old custom of shaking
Ag 1 pasged through the hall on the way fo
my chamber, the dyving embers of the Yule
1eg still sent forth a dusky glow, and, had
it not been the season when “‘no spirit- dares
stir abroad,” I should have been hulf
tompted to steal from my room at midnigh!
and peep whether the falries might not he
at their revels about the henarth. * * *

I had searcely got intp bed when a sirain
of music seemed to break forth in the air
just below the window. 1 listened, and found
it proceeded from a band whieh T concluded
to be the walls from some nelghhoring
village. I drew aside the curtains to hear
them more distanetly, The moonbeams fell
through the upper part of the casements.
partialy lighting up the antiquated apart-
ment., The sounds as they receded became
more soft and aerial, and seemed to ace- 1
with quiet and moonlight. 1 listened ani
listened, They beeame more and more tendor
and remote, and as they gradually died awny
my head sank upon the pillow and 1 fell

aslenp.

An Omaha Metal Worker

(iold, silver, nick-

hands.

el and eapper are[T r —— ]
not to  he desplse
when new, nor ar
they worthless wher
old and  dull,  Ar
expericneed plater
with machinery and
materinls can mak
olil  pleces  appear
new The Omaha
Plnting Co, is pre | .
pared to do hand-|! : ’ "
some  plating  and |
polisking most sat- — . I
isfactorily.

Mr. Louls Slavin LOUIS SLAVIMphs

has devoted vears in s
uttalning prominence as a ploter and has the
commendation of leading plating  factories

of the country. He employs no ngentg nor
fakirs Skates  sharpened and  hollow-
gronnid Bee Bullding, 17th street entranoe

Prominent Young
Business and Profes-

sional Men of Omaha
The

young men whose pletures are pre-
sented  on  the opposite page are today
without question the most potent fac-
tors in  the proesperity and advanecement
of the city's goclal and material interests
Thelr suceess in commercinl and profession
nl life fue solely to energy, ability apd
enterprise and they are today the best repre
coentiatives of the progressive element. Some
of thede young men eontrel and direct larg:
commercinl interests  and  others  hav
ulrendy arhleved distinction in their
rhosen profeselons.  The eclpsing  days
of the nineteonth century show
a large pumber of young men cecnpylng
prsittons of trust and honor and in this
respect, ns in overvthing, Omaha is well to
the front In the race with other clties.

Kruger'sArmored Trains

The South African ammored tralos now he-
Ing employed consist of nothing more or
less than ordinary cars covered over with
from half to three-quarters of an inch of
commen steel, the locomotive belng slmilarly
protgcted and a car placed in front with o
gun In advance. These trains are, ¢f course
of litlle or no uee I the line falls into the
hiande of the enemy—a few dynamite cart
ridges, or the removal of a rail or two (as
painfully demonstrated in the recent
digpster to the Mafeking traln) would ren-
der them o sourde more of danger than of
EOTViIce
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GermanSpinners Coming

The Zroug Zeltung of Berlin says that the
lnrkge spinning works at Gern, a group of
wvorsted spluners and severa!l Rhenlsh silk
and woollen epinners will soon establish

brauches io the Unlted States,
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