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The School and the Home

It la the purpose of these artleles Lo glve
to the readers of The Dee a comprehenslve
and unprejudlieed view of the work ns it s
carrled on In the publie schools of our state

to mect, and, If possible, answer corpectly
questions of such vital Interest to us all
Wihat are these educationnl movemente thot
aro sweoping our state todny? What ia the
vilue of the so-called fads? I8 It true that
we are neglecting the essential for the non
epentinl?  These are but a few of the quos
tleng that present themselves

Toduy, enore than ever bhefore,  our
edueatoras are awankening to the faot that the
school 18 not o thing by Iteelf, It ls but n
part of the community Hfe, and too often
Instead of the school determining whuat the
community ahall be, the community de-
termines the character of the school. The
work of the teacher I8 made or marred by
the influence of the home, The demand for
Intelligent.  co-operation on  the part  of
parents and teachers hns given rlse to the
patrons’ meetings, educational meetings,
mothers' mectings, ete.—all the same thing
under different names—that are apringing
up on all eldes, That the moavement has
met with ready response on the part of
parents has been due not so much to the
enthuslasm of tho teacher as the noatural in
terest of the parent In the welfure of his
child,

The simplest plan of patrons' meetings (s
the one which has been carrled on for some
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ings has been not 8o much educational ad-
vanvoment as the bringing of teacher and
parent Inte coloser sympathy, and o this
it has been highly successful. Not only have
tencher and parent come to better under
stand opne another, but mothers, through
exthanging experlences, have heen helped to
solve many of the problems of the home,
This year,
heen started

however, o new movement hus
and it i hoped that these meet-
Ings will prove a wedge for the introduetion
of those of o more educational eharneter
An organization has been  formed whose
purpese It i to bring together all of the edu
cational forces of the city and to arrange n
systematie plan of work, which may be car-
riedd out In  the meetings of the various
school districts. One meetlng of the gen-
eral organization has been held and the
results are begluning to thow themselves
in a better attendance of both fathers and
mothers at the patrons' meetings.  In some
instances these have been held in the even-
Ing, and while soclal Intercourse Is still one
of the leading features, toples relating to
the school have been Introduced and freely
discussed, Dr, Gordon usually arranges to
be present and explain the plans and pur-
poses of the board and teachers.

Quite a different plan was the one earried
out during the last year by Superintendent
Dinsmore of Beatrlce. There, fnstead of
different. bulldings taking up the work ‘n
dependently, the teachers worked together,
They were divided Imto groups of three—i
leader with two assistants.,  These three
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thme by several of the Lincoln schools, ne
well as a few schools In other places.

The teachers of a bullding appoint o certaln
afternoon on which the parents are invited
to meet the teachers at the cloge of school.
Many of them, however, do not walt till that
thme, but spend the afternoon In visiting the
work of the different grades. At the close
of echool the guests are tuken Lo one (kD
where an exhibit of school work has becn
prepiared,  Here an Informal reception is
held The teachers serve light refresh-
ments,  oand, while there s usually no
vapecial program prepared, all join In &
goenernl discussion of toples pertalning to
school work., The purpose of thess meet-
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were responsible for the
meeting assigoned to them. The subject for
the year was: *“The Moral Life and De
velopment of the Child,” Every group of
three hod a sub-topic under thie general

program of the

head. The leader divided his sub-tople into
two parts, giving one to each assistant, He
then made an outline of the work to be
done, asslgned readings, observations and

pl‘rlmph experiments or questions and each
teacher in the elty was glven something to
do, to contribute to the papers that were
to be written, These were handed in within
a glven time and from thie matesie! and
whatever elsae could be obtalned the assis'
ants, with the help and direction of
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leader, wrote two Theae papers
were read and afterward type-
written and numeogrophed and a copy glven
to enth teacher,

Patrons were invited to these
and took part in the jiscussions,
educational  standpoint  they were nost
profitable, but as patrons' meetings they
were not so successful as they might have
been, for the reason that the patrons felt
that the meetings belonged more particularly
to the teachers.

This year, however, a new plan has heen
tried which has proved all that was desired.
An educational meeting has been held once
a month. These are held in the evening in
order that fathers as well a8 mothers may
be able to attend, The program is divided
between patrons and teachers and topies of
general Interest discussed, The subjects
of two very Interesting meetings were:
“Mome Study and Study and Health,"” and
“Diseipline at Scheol and in the Home.'

Many euperintendents over the state are
planning to have at least ome meeting In
the coming year. FPreparations have heen
mide by Superintendent Stephens of Falr-
bury for a meeting to be held in January.
The toples for discussion are; “Manual
Training I the Public Schools,” *The
Teaching of True Patrlotism’™ and “Preper
School Environment.'

pnpers.
discussed,

meetings
IP'rom an

Perhaps the most enthueiasgtiec meetings of
the year have been held at Alblon under the
supervision of Fred Abbott. A formal
program has been arrpnged for each meet-
Ing comsisting of a paper by n teacher or
patron followed by a general discuesion. At
the close of these discussions a question box
I8 employed to bring up questlons pertain-
ing to any phase of school work, manage-
ment or discipline. The attendance has been
ag large as the room would accomenedate
and the discussions have been deeply in-
teresting. The resulta have already more
than proved the suocess of the plan in that
community.

Some superintendenis have hesitated about
following the movenient fopr foar parents
might be more eritical and hinder rather
than help the work It is nol the purpose

thecf these mectings to provide a place where
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teachers and pareats may bring ouf each
sher comings, and in vcach planee that
they have been held the apirit has heen quite
the opposite, Such criticiem as has heen
stimulated hns been of an Intelllgent nature
rather than that which arises from ignorance
of the subliet, To accomplish the alms of
each the home and school must go hand-
ln-hand and each movement which brings
them into closer harmony Is a step highoer,

A few monthe ago a certain Nebraska
teacher pnid a visit to a ecousin—a young
mother, with two Iittle children, the
youngest In the midst of her first yvear in
school.  Just hefore her departure the
mother sald: *“Ellen, I want your advlee.
It seems to me that the children are be-
coming more fretful each day, Since read-
Ing Mrs. Wallace's article, ‘The Murder of
the Modern Ianocents,” 1 have concluded
that they are belng overworked at school.
What do you think of my giving them a
few weeks' rest?"

The teacher smlled. "You have asked an
honest question,” eald she, “and I will give
you an honest answer. My advice is this:
Send the e¢hildren to bed at 8 o'clock Instead
of 9:30 or 10; start them off to school on a
Httle more substantinl breakfast than h-ot
cakes amd ecoffee; wrap them up well and
give them at lenst an hour a day In the
fresh air, and, nbove all, visit the school
vourself and don't take some other person’s
word for it."

Fortunately the advice wns received in
the same spirit In which it was glven and
the children are etill In school, The story
has Its moral—yet mothers are not the only
ones to learn. Mamy a teacher would he
legs critical If she could glance behind the
seenes and know something of the self-
gacrificlng love and patience it requires to
care for o houseful of lttle ones—that, if
the mother scems to have no thought of self-
fmprovement, too often it Is because in her
bugy day there Is no place for it

The comparatively new educatlonal meet-
Ing Is rapldly finding s place, yet perhaps
after nll the one which has the greatest
value 18 the lttle meeting of two memhers,
where, In heart to hearf talks, mother and
teacher are led to feel that thelr Interésts
are the same, thelr purpose one—the de-
velepment of the litle one entrusted to thelir
mutual care. If she will but lmprove her
opportunities the teacher moy be a power-
ful foctor in ralsing the standard of the
homes in her commuaity, at the game time
recelving from devited mothers, sarnestly
striving to Improve themeelves for their

Wil en's #alie, a  broader sympathy and
leeper gensoe of the great motherhood that
must ever be the basis of true teaching
When the tescher §s at heart a4 mother, the
a tencher, the school o home and the
something of the condit] ns
are striving will have heon

. S0 W

nther's

mother
home a school
toward which we

attalned,
A Prosperous Year for
the Grant Paving Co,

With
cral demand for

lnereasing prosperity

il ke

conies A gon

tnmprovements, par

tliewlarly for street paving and permuonent
sldewnlks Durlng the preésent year muny
permanent improvigpents have beon made In
Omnhi.,

The Grant Paving compiny hitg paved
many streetds and constrocted mrie th
o0 000 sguare foet of slagolithie #idewall

The following strects have heen

aspholtum by this

paved wl h
company during the vear

Dodge, Thirty-first nvenue to Thirty-fapo)h
BLreet Mpsott, Thirty-first to Thirty<th rd
streets; Fortieth, Farnam 1o Jackron streets
Thirty-ninth, Farnam street to  Dewsey
avenue: Thirty-eecond avepue. Farnam to
Dolge Twenty-second, Lenvenworth L
Mason; Capitol avenue, Sixteenth to Sevin

teenth, and from Elghteenth to Twontieth
approach to new Unjon Pacific depot v o
about 4,000 square yards of macadam pay
ing at the new frélght depot of
Bridge and Terminal company

Iun addition to its strect
Grant compaay

the Oumaha

( peratlons the
crushes the slag output of
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the smelting works, its plant belng la opera
tion Auring the entire year, the product this
yeur roeaching noearly 20,000 cable yards
The supericrity of ecrushed slag for concret-
ing purposes and eireet paving has made
such a demand for the materinl that the g
company readlly usee It in its own work and
digposes of its eatire oulput, This material
was used during 1898 exclusively In all
asphalt street paving laid in Omaha, The
sidewalks constructed by the Grant com-
pany of cement and slag are the finest in the
country and the million square feet here-
tofore lald attest Its durability.

The Grant company has under comtract
several streets to be paved with asphaltum
as soin ns spring opens up and Its ofleials
prediet a large amount of publle work dur-
[ng 104040,

Camera Amateurs
at the Paris Exposition

Amateur photographers will receive ox-
cellent treatment at Parle. The Trench
commissioners have made a rullng contern-
ing the taking of pletures at the exposition.
Cameras will be allowed on the exposition
grounds after a permit has been aecured
from the expositlon aulthoritice, A charge
of 10 cents will be made for this and the
applicant will be required to furnish his
name, age and other personal data, together,
with his resklence in Paris. Only the build- "
Ings and genernl groups ecan be taken.
Photographs of Individual exhiblts will not
be allowed, as the patent laws of Frunce
guaranive the patentee ngainst photographs
of articles exhlibited. A charge of £2 wos
made for similar privileges at the World'a
Falr In Chicago and photographs were even
then taken with diffieulty.
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Snow
White

Uwanta

Cotton Down
Sectlonal Mattress

FROM MLTUR\ TO CUSTOMER,

Uwanta Snow White Cotton Down Mattress
cun bo had only of us,  Wedonot sell thom to
retidlors o sinse ol mbididlemen's  protits,
Wore those i ttrssses solid to denlors Lo retad
privo would b #12 wire of initutions, Do
ot conlound Uwanta Snow White Cotton llm\n Mat.
fresses with the clivap cotton mutiresses solil by

thic trade,  They are uo more peprly 1 lnl‘lll
Lhat is flnely tempered stoel to pig iron,
Absolutely the Best Matiress Money Can Buy.
As st ng o 2400 Hade Muttre
Cotton Dowa will not,  Haoir attraets motl, Cotton
Down never does, Hair is of animal origln wod
iy b vnelean and earry discise, Cotton Dowa |5

so Huiv will pock,

& vegetuble fibre und s elean, sanitary aod
hioalthful,

What is Cotton I)uwn St
White Cotron, frosh from the flelds, mudo into
Cotton Down Ly e own p .l--|.-l machinery, by
whieh it s e as Hally as featlicr Our
Uwanis Mattress, e from [, we gusranice to last
& Werkme wit ot bl monde ovor I e di
one pioee the prive s bt Seetional mnte
Ari s o bo preferrcd becanse of thie cose
\\Iul ywhieh they “are hapdlivd " gud  boeaise by
shilit

T3 B LR --1.-...\‘1.||1- of the watin
recelve e s woar € prepay lb:lnl:hllu.-'l

polits east of the Mississippl” and north of
' uticsses, Tonny point in Sebraska or Towa
Wit lerey to ship tothie renders of Tae BEE, at
S0 for our Sectional Mittress, apd 8640 o on

Piece, with all trelghi prepaid,

Thirty Day ' ll’tf Trisd ~If not entirely satisfno-
Ly nlter thilety duy e’ teinl returm the matiness
140 i nluurnilrun..:.‘ gour moticy will he most

chirorfully » r. Lod noorder tog give 1he width
of yunr ednuring from the tuside of the
sidv rail \F]!l.ll!t ste wro G0, 8 La, long,

Fort Wayne Furniture Company, ¥ o 0 »+

III
ll-n--uu!urw--n..f-u..lu-ud-.nhml-m Tabirs aml Diplog
Beom Chalrs, d for Catalogue of Dining Reouw
Furniturg, R seent O1d National Bauk, or Dun s
Oommercial Aguncy, Fort W arue, lud.




