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Indians Perform the
Sacred Passion Play

Imagine Indians, raw, uncouth Amerlcan
Indinns, performing the "Passion Play!" Ple-
ture to your mind, If you can, the solemn
of Christ's passion presented In
pantomime by ordinary redskins, and that,
ton, for the purpose of hmpressing the truths
of Christianity more decply upon their fel-
Joavs!

Yet this idea was actually ¢

Boenes

neeived by o

misslonary to the Slwash tribe in British
Columbin a few years ago, anid what is
more, wins actually carried cut with great
effect, Father Chirouse wins the man who
did it, and the plny mnde such a success
In 1880 that preparations are under way to
reeat it

When the priest, who Is 4 Irench Cana-
dian and a Roman Catholie, took up his

work among the Siwash tribes he fcund them
sorely in need of light. Hi Inbored early
and lote in the little chapels or the dingy,
weather-stidned tents  which  served for
chapels, and after a time he found that his
offorts were not bearing frait of much
promise.

It was compnratively easy to teach the
Indinns the verbal word of God, but when
It came to an understanding of  the real
meaning of Christianlty there was fallure,
1t geemed as If the wonderful story of the

Pusslon could not be brought clearly to
them. In thelr own folk-lore they had
many parables, many weird stories  of
strange doings, and It was not long until

Father Chirouse hegan to =ee that the suf-

fieult,
tumes

These hnd to be mode in the village and
by pereong who did not know a tunle from a
togn uniforms, helmets, girdles
and othor paraphernalin were required, to-
gether and divers
(V14

Father Chirouse had to find the ccs-

Spears,

with o cross, stagpe sels
oenery.,
Av i Those
ware plqued beenuse
been requested tiake the

and those who had been
woere inelined to find fauit

exercised diplomacy, how-

there was some jealousy
glven the minor
they had not
more important,
left out entirely
Father Chirouse

pasls

Lo

aver, and at the end of three weeks every-
thing wons in rendiness for what in another
walk of life would be termed a dress re-
hearsal,

The Progrenm,

Tha first performance wis to be held in
Seachel, the date given out being June 9,
1889, The news had traveled far and wide,
and for several dave before the speeified

time the roads and trails leading to Seachel
were thronged with both Indians and whites.
Visgitors came  from  Vancouver and New
Westminster and from other places on the
Canadinn Pacific ratlway. All the clergy in
that of  British  Columbia  found
menns to  rendezvous  In the Httle native
hamlet, and by thoe Sth of June the place had
the appearance of a4 booming clty.

section

assumed

The morning of the 9th found a stage or
platform erected on

the bank of the river

GATHERING OF SIWASH TRIBES TO
S1ON JUNCTION, BRITISH COLUMBIA.

and death of the Savior was 1o
them merely a tale, possibly told to illus-
trate a point,

iy after day he went among them en-
deavoring to impress the living truth upon

thelr minds. He had had success In chang-

ering

ing thelr moral views and had made them
moral men and women as Indians go. But
he was not satisfled, There came to him

In time what the good father consldered a
divine insplration. It was a happy thought
that Lore happy fruit, and perhaps the
father was right In placing lts source where

he did.
How the Inspirntion Came.
One Sunday after morning mass, which
wans held In o small settlement namel

Seachel, the priest entered into conversation
with an old4 Siwash somewhnt renowned
ns a medicineg mun The language used
wid the Chinook, that universal tongue of
the Indians and whites in the northwest,

Ever mindful of his absorblog ambition in
life, the teaching of the Savier's passlon,
Father Chirouse repeated the old, old story
to his companien, degceribing In detall th
carecr of Christ and his ultimate crucifixion
When he bhad finally ended he glanced in
gquiringly at the ageld Indian

“Sah-a-le Ty-ee klosche (Joesus good)," re

plied the Indinn, rather indifferently.

“DBut yvou belleyve that He suffered and
dled  for our sins?"  perslsted Fathes
Chirouse,

The Siwash thought awhile, then with an
Inserutable smile he answered

“See-ow-1et, Pab-pah." (1 have ecyes
father.)

Y pg

UNo man-lch." (But 1 did not see that.)

“My son, my son, how could you see It
exclalmed the priest, falrly exasperated. i
happened almost nineteen cepturies ago."

They he went away o think. Within threo
doys a perfected plun rested o the brain
of Father Chlrouse It was the plan of n
pliny to be enacted by Indians for Indlans, a
pluy with living actors, and with #scencs
typifying the Muselon of Christ,

Ie ugnt aild o praver, and [op thr
days and three plehts Invoked divine aseéist
R ITR nelther sleeping nor eating during
that period. Then ufter resting awhlle he be
Bl i ik with counfidenvs Iis frst dutry
wid Lo seleet the actors. Io the cast, (f Wt
tight e ermed, he needed st least #
#oore.  Hesldes the Savior there were the dis
ciples, Mury, I"llate, the guards and others
It was necessary nol only to tralo Indians to
tiuke the parts, but what was almost s oif

WITNIEESS

THE PASSION I'LAY IN MIS-

Seachel, It was an

in its primary con-

which fowed
ardinary wooden afllair
atruction, but the deft hands of the Indian
maidens had hildden the rough planks be-
peath a wealth of green follage and beautd-

jrast

ful Nowers.

On all sides were strewn pine boughs and
cones, and the balmy fragrance of balsam
filled the alr, The day was warm anl
bright and not a cloud marring the decp

LINCOLN HIGH BCHOOL 1sby  FOOT
THE WHOLE SEASON,

ILLUSTRATED

BEIL.

TABLEAU O THE CRUCIFIXION IN

azure of the heavens, It scemed as If nature
smiled on the scene,

The program Father Chirouss had ar-
ranged consisted of an open alr maas to be
followed by nine tableaux. These were:
1. “The Prayer In the Garden;'" 2. ""Christ
Bofore Pilate;® 3. “The Scourging;'" 4.
“The Crowning of Thorns;' 6. “Carrying of
the Cross;"" 6. ""Meeting of Christ and His
Mother;" 7. *Presenting Christ with a
Towel;” 8§ “The Crucifixion,” 9. At the
oot of the Cross."

Zach scene was Lo be In the form of a
pantomime, none of the characters speaking
a word. The allotted time was five min-
utee to each tableau, with an interval of two
or three minutes, There was no arrange-
ment of curtains, no sliding gcenes, no
artificial effects. None were necded, Indeed,
Tha performance carried a solemnity and
impressiveness not found in the theater,

At 10 o'clock, the hour set for the first
tableau, an audience of fully 5,000 people
had gathered, and the space around the

platform was packed, Father Chirouse, with
his clerical assistants, acted mannger,
directors and stage hands, and the opening
scene took shape before the spectators,

It represented the Savior in the Garden
of Gethsemane, accompanled by Peter and
James and John, to pray. The latter parts
were taken by three Indian youths elad In
roughly-made costumes, but the character
of the Savior was typlfied by a man of rather
noble features and shapely physique. He
wag dressed with slmple taste and wore a
carefully made heard. Hls alr was one of
humility, and it was plain to be secn that
the importance and sacredness of hils part
had Impressed him,

as

Grent Effect Produaced,

The platform had been set with a few
hoxed trees and covered with fresh grass
The three youths took their ploces at one
end, reclining as If asleep. The Indian
representing the Savior knelt in the conie

BALL TEAM. IT HOLDS A RECORD OF

THE PASSION PLAY OF THE SIWASI

with his hands elasped and his foce
to the blue sky above

uplifted

A low murmur eame from the lmlians In
the audience, and a woman broke Into
hysterical watling. 1t was evideot (hal the
seene appenled strongly to them

“"Ne-sl-ka pa-pa klnx-to mit-lite ko-pn an-
hale,'” (Our Father, which art In heaven),
cried ene of the spectators, bowing  his
head,

In the background, partially liden by

the platform, Father Chirouse and hig alds
were preparing the next tableau An as-
sistant in the audience began to chant n
pasglon  hymn, and while the ntonation
swelled into a resounding chorus the scene
was changed,

Pilate In flowing robes, his fuce rather
benlgn than stern, wag seated upon an im-
provised throne A crown and breast plate
indieated his high office. Before him stood
Christ howing, as If In token of ohedience.
In the rear were Jews and soldicrs, eome
of the former evidently clamori for Pi-
Inte's decision. A low ripple of applause
came from the audience, amd then came
another change.

Thiag time it was the familipr scene of the

watched
Homan

seourging. Pilate stood up il
with gloomy nlr, while two
soldiers held thelr seourges over the howed
ferm of the Indian representin he Christ
To glve added truth to the lesson, several
red linee had been drawn upoi 10 expoged
back, and a number of the diviples pros-
trated themselyes as 1f in an apeony of grief

ol he

Quickly following this with chonge of
sotting came the crowning of 1horng, which
represented the fourth tahhoan Then the

ant the proces
ofore that point
over to Simon,
upon the shoul-
who npparently

scene wis changed to repr
slon to Golgothn It wos
where the croes wns glv
and the heavy burden rested
ders of the pscudo Savio
stagegered under the load
Ry this time the amatio
dienece hoad reached o hi

of the vast au-
piteh Several

NOT HAVING BEEN BEATEN ONCE IN

INDIANS OF BRITISIH COLUMIMIA,

of the privets were chanting loudly, the ma

Jority o f the Indian women and sime of the

old men  were cryibmramd o welnging their

hanls, O the oulskirls ontive dogs hnd

begun te bark, the whode creating o pan

demoninm which Father Chirouse hastened

to check before procecding with the sixth

tablen. This he (Hd by starting a hymn
The Finnl Tonhlenux,

The sixth and seventh talleaux, the meet-
Ing between Christ and Mary, and the pres
entation of the towel before the cross, wers

glven (o the apparent satlsfaction of (he
shectnlors Then enme the most importoant
seene—1the crucifixlon,

Until now the charncter of the Savior hagd
been tukon by an Indian, but 1t snon hiecame
evideont that the woulil he
glven with a wooden image of Christ The
Indian descended from the stnge snd remo.

two lost scenes

Ing the towny benrd and wig soeursd g point
of vantuge from which he could witness fhe
remaining tableanx

Father Chirouse amd his nsslstanty pro
dueed from behlond the platform o ife-sizel
figure of Christ This they fastened to he
eross and revorontly ralsod [t while the mule
chojr ehanted a hymn,  The soldlers and

the multitude as represented by the group of
Indiang on the platform, assumed thelr

puaitlons IFinnlly the  young
woeman who, draped white
with long flowing halr, bad been
part of Mary, knelt at the oot
and elasped the wood with her
fghe the two
with the gpear and the othier with the resd
benring the sponge sonked In vinegar, stood
one on ench able,

re
epective
Indian

(171 und

netipg the
of the tross
nrms This

Romang, ate

remiadined  while

wos o good elimny Tha ehoir ehant sl

hrokenly, the vast andlence moved restlosdly,
and o hubbul of groans and o greal walllnge
birakier the gqulet

As If to lmpress the seene even more
strongly upon the Indlans, Mather Chirouspe

monnted the platform and In ringing tones
repenterd the story of the poassjon Then,
nt o noslgn from bhim, the greater part of the
actors withdrew, leaving Mary at the foot of

Lthe crees amd severanl soldiers standing on
puard.  This wins the ninth and lasgt scene,
Iive minutes later the platform was ¢ppy
Bave for o young Tndlan who Intoned in a
sonprous velee the Lord's Prayer,
Glorious Song of Old
Edmund M. Svar
It eame upon the midnlght clear,
That elorion i of u
Fromm anpels beniding near the enrtl
T'o Lou thelir hnrps of gold
e o the wlirth, go will 1o mer
From hivaven nll-pr s I ing
The wap I demn gt ' |
Fo hear the angels gl
S thy wh the ey ane
With peucaful wing Lt
Ard sulll theiv heavenly ssie (onts
'er all the wenry w
Ahove |1 o low 1hi
They bend on hovoerls wilnig
And ewvi e It | ESTHTTH Ll
he I o ngels s
For Jo! the da A ) T 11
By praopl buris tisldd
When wi 1 By ey e
b oot i L (1 11
When g all over a the earth
11 1 nddiirs !
Snd thi e warld (HTH T
Whi \ U BN n
Holy Voices
John Caw il
Hoapk! A ibomdan |
W i RIS il ' | ;
Lo, the ell n | i
| 8 LR THO T i
1. ' | | waondrou Lisg
Wi h ATIL 0 nyn { ju
‘U oAl TR 'y
(Y 1) God leh
“1en irth, & will Tromm heuyen,
Reuchlng fkr us n i85 found:;
Soul rodocimed sl ins forglven
| TN Ealden rps shall il
“Christ borm, Uhie roat Anoluied;
Hoaven and eart His pridses ning;
Uh, recelve whom God appolnted
For your Prophet, Pricsg and King."



