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"I have sguffered Ditter Experience and
aNed through many poalnful hours My

ioart I8 am and al though 1 had again lost
my grandfather, But God has ordained it
so, and I must bear it, oven though 1 fall
undar the load. The post of lookout-mnn
on the ghip of State Has fallen to me. The
coures remains the old one and now ‘IFall
steam ahoad!® "—(Decloration of the Ger-
man Imperor, March 22, 1800)

CHAPTER I.
YA King and Two Emperors.”

Q0 history repenls itself, The war of
1870 I8 to bo fought agnin and again, and, 1
fear, with the same fspuo.”

“I8 there no hope of a peaceful gettle-
ment 2"

“How can there Le peacoe Letween a robber
and his vietlm? Germany s resolved that
France must boe erunhed. Crushed she will
bo o the ulmost bounds of humlliation,
unless—""

“"Unlegs you go back ngain guyv'nor, and
Rake a hand in the game.'”

The Interruption came from Arlzonn Jim,
who was sltting with Vansittart and Evelyn
in n eanoe, which lay motlonless on o sllvery
lake In the heart of the Adlrondacks,

For a moment no one spoke, It would
seem  that thia privileged adherent had
blurted out the millionaire's secret thought,
and the poasibility nlormed Evelyn, In
sharper tone than was her wont she erled,
aftor a quick glance at her husband: *"Don’t
say such foolish things, Bates. Your master
has glven enough to France without ndding
his life to the score. Twenty years hence
you will suggest that Henry should follow
in the same cause. The sole object of your
existence |8 to seek danger and trouble”

The alluslon to her 3-year-old son softened
her volee to breaklug  polnt, Her oves
glistened with tears na she looked wistfully
from one to the other of her hearers,

Arvizonn Jim was astounded at thia out-
burst. The use of his surnnme conveyed
far more reproach than mere words, He
worshiped Evelyn with dog-like fidellty, aod
now, in mute paln, he sought encouragement
with a Ipok st Vansittart, But Jerome
pteadily watched o spiral of smoke f(rom
his cigar curllng Inte shopelesaness In tho
etill alr. So Jim essayed to defend him-
self.

“Well, mum, thera was a time when 1
used ter fool round lookin' for trouble. But
1 kinder thought tbhat bad ole time hoad
piagsed, The blggest trouble 1 didw't allow
for, an’' that |s for you to be vexed with me.
As for danger, I'm sorter fixed in the notlon
as how it pln't in our hands, Kings an’
Bparrows run under the same rules.”

0O, Jim, I'm not angry with you. But
you don't understand—yon don't under-
stand,”’ and Evelyn's repressed tears forth-
with became downright sobs,

It her wayward mood amazed Bates 1t
was quite comprehensible to Jerome, who
now silently admonished the other to leave
matters where they were.

In wvery truth the Impulsive Texan had
placed in words the thought which for days
past had thrown a shadow upon Evelyn's
bright existence,

Blsmarck's policy still prevailed in Ber-
lin, though hils domineering presence wos
removedd from Lhe council chamber. *A
strong France 18 & menace to Teutonle as-
pirations.”  *“In  European disputes the
bayonet 18 the court of appenl.’” *'Blessed
are those who posgcss.”’ These were his
nphorisms, and the hot-headed ruler of the
German natlon consldered them to be still
as vital to the longevity of his empire ns
in the troublous period when the Flrat
Chancelloy proclalmed the relgn of blood
and iron.

France had thriven amazingly gince Van-
gltturt converted the oarid Sabara Iotp a
panorama of cornlands and vineyards. The
commercial progperity of the people brought
with It expansion In the trade marts of the
world, CGermany, sourgd by the uselessness
of its own colonial efforts, experienced the
vovel pensation of being heedlessly elbowed
1¢ one slde by Itg mercurial nelghbor,

Frenchmen were taught resson by con-
tentment. The Husslan alllapee was no
longer coveted; bickerings against Englund
bocame spasmodic nnd feeble, while the
lasll man that Henry V oregoarded ug wn an-
tagonist was the German emperor,

France, in it dream of peace, was even
forgetting the lost provinees!

But the King and his advigers should have
read the open book supplied by the recorded
utterances of thelr geatest enemy.

“Bvery state,'' sald Blsmarck, *“‘must
recognize that It8 securily rests on its own
sword,” Henrl did well to enrleh his people,
but 11l to neglect the safeguards of French
fndependene

The New vork press explained the situa-
tion with point and fippancy. “Germanpy
must fight or bust," wrote oue paper. “'The
kalser must either throttle Frauce or be
drummed out of power by an impoverished
people, famiaking gnd mutipous, The nation
18 sinking beneath ever-inorensiug military
burdens which must be met out of a falllug
revenue. 'The alternative, to the German
emperor's thinking, is8 simple. The rest of
the world deslres peace; he wust buve war—
and overy other loterest but that of tho
bhouse of Holiengollern may go haug."

No wonder then that Evelyn Vansittart
was ead at heart In the midst of plensant
purroutdings, or that her @motions werdé not
fn harmony with the Joyous springtide in
the bills, She knew full well that France,
gore pressed, would in the hour of ox-
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THE LOST PROVINCES.

\'ansfflart C;ne Back to France.

By Louis Tracy.

! iremity appeal Lo the one man In whom the

populace placed uabounded faith., And she
;hc'rsr.-lf would be the first to admit that duty
| tud honor allke offered her husband but one
| ¢ouren of notlon.

Aftor all, mopney does not bring bapplnéss,
The millionaire and the man in the strest
are weparated only by some bricks and
mortar, Thelr lives are very #lmlilar, when
viewed through the telescopes of the gode,

Five minutes of qulet thought revealed
the situntion more clearly to Arizona Jim.

When Evelyn had calmed somewhnat, in
respotise to Jerome's half  Jocular, hall
syvmpnthetic ralllery, Jim ventured to say:

“It's lke this, mum, It'll do no good
for the guv'nor to fight, anyhow. This is a
| buslnese for armles, an' blg ones at that.
But the French want some one to do the
Jnﬂnkln' for 'em. ‘That's more'n half the
game, an' allus hex bin, ever since the days
of Nebbycodnezzer,"

Jerome  laughod
trpordinary alluslon,
as she driad her eyes.

“Why on earth do yon
chadnezzar, Jim?" erled Vansittart,
‘he was able to speak.

“*C'os he thought he could live on grasa,

outright at the ex-
Even his wife smiled

drag in Nebu-
when

an' it kep' bim goin' for seven bloomin'
years.™”
The concelt put them In better humor,

They were nbout to resume iheld Interrupted
fishing when Jerome caught alght of Harland
walking toward them down the hill on which
stood thelr summer residence,

They watched him In sllence untll he
renched the verge of the lake. Then he put
Lis handa to hils mouth and shouted:

“Cablegram for Evelyn.'”

“A cablegram for me!" repeated Evelyn
In agtonishment. “From whom, I wonder?
Paddle in al once, Jerry. Burely there ia
nothing nmiss with mother or aunt. I had
o letter only yesterday, Why doesn't Dick
coll out its contents?' Had she been on
ghoreé she eertalnly would have examined
the printed envelope to eee If it gave any
Indleations of the nature of the Interlor
moessape,

She did not wait to land hefore she cried:

“Who 1a it from, Dick?"

“From the queen of France,"

“What is It about?"

“It will best convey s own messige,
Thinking it was from home I opened it. It
is written in the private code used by the
king, Liancourt and Jerome, #o I have
translated it and here is o copy.”

Evelyn took the manusceript and read it
aloud:

“Dear and True Friend—The expected has
happened this time. Germany has forced
a4 pretext for war upon us. Actlog under
the speeifie Instructions of the kalser a Ger-
man gunboat accompanled a trading vessel
to Gabes and attempted to land a cargo of
goods in deflance of our customs regulations.
The officials invoked the aid of the captaln
of one of our war ships, on duty at the
poert, and he ordered the Germuans to deslst.
This they refused to do unless compelled by
force, whereupon our officer fired a blank
cartridge by way ot warning. It was suf-
flcient, but there cannot be the slightest
doubt that this paltry Incldent #111 be made
A cause of war. Wea are, God knows, il
prepared for a campalgn, lhou'gh we have
strained every nerve to strengthen our re-
sources slnce our engmy’'a cruel design bes
came  apparent, We are alone In this
quarrel. Wo cannot expect Englapd to
Interfere and Russian friendship has sud-
denly become frozen. O, my dear Evelyn, do
not you desert ua! I ask you to spare your
husband to ald us in this terrible crisls. I
know not what to urge in behalf of my re-
quest, but the opeed of my beloved Franece
impels me to prefer it, it neceéssary on my
knoes,  The king or Linncourt would have
cabled to Mr. Vansittart, but 1 told them to
leave the uppeal to me, for | am assured
thut the declsion will rest with you, I can-
not think thut vou will deny me. With Mr.
Vansittart directing affairs, my people will
be hopeful. In his ahsence they will march

to death, brave but despairing. Your
afliicted, HONORINE."
When the familfar pame left her lips

Evelyn turued snd hid her face agalnst hor
busband’s shoulder.

Jerome put his arm round her,
“It hos come sooner than we thought, my
Birl,” waa the best be could find to say.

Dlck Harlond  dug  hls hands inte his
pockets and looked at them fixedly;
Arizona Jim  felt that he required

fustennnce, and ook a surreptitious bite at
& plug of tobaceo.

The news aroused Yo Vansittart a gerlous
train of thought; bis mind wandered back a
decade, when fancy free he had met the
beautiful Honorine de Montpenslor, whose
ambitlon to occupy the positlon to which
she dewmmed herself entitled by birth was
revealed to him by fer refusal to be his
wife. Unusod to defeat, und with bis groat
weoalth, he had repalred to France, and en-
goged himeelf-in the vast scheme of irrigut-
Ing the Grent African desert. The energy,
akill and tact with which he had overcome
all dificultiés had endeared him to the
French people and raised him to such In-
flugnce and power as to enable him to place
Honorine on the throge, but not os his wife.
Hu learued the difference between ambition
and pure affection, wedded the slster of his
old schoolfellow, Harlawd, and now, afler
n brief period of relief from business cares,
folt that his presence on the fleld of action
WHE necessary to preserve to the French
nation the great colony that had grown
from his labors,

At last Evelyn regalned her self-control.
She sald firmly:

"{Jues the decislon rest with me, Jerry?"

"Yes"

“Then we start for France at the earllest
momaent."

e

“"Yeos, we. 1 refuse to remain behiod.
If you go without me I will follow by the
next steamer.*

UMy desr gir), there ls the boy to think

of

“He will be well looked after during our
absence. My place 18 with you.”

“"Bo be It, eweetheart, This war will make
#n old wan of me, s0 we will nge together,
Dick, wire to New York and ssk when the
Seafarer can sall for Buope.™

"And et the same time 1 will answer the
Queen.” Evelyn wus grit all through.

The day was & Tueaday early in May. An
hour later they learned that the Seafarer
would be ready at 2 o'olock on Thursday
aflernoon.

“Then Thursday sfterncon at 2 o'clock
we sull,"" crled Jerome cheerily. *"'Now,
Dick, I have been making a few plans al-
ready. How can I best purchase, for the
apeediest shipment, 20,000 strong, well con-
ditloped  borses? They must be up to
weight and sound in wind and limb. Anpy-
thiog over Ofteen bands and between 5 and §
years old will meet my requirements.'”
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In & roow of the lwperinl palace that
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stands on the fameus boulevard, Unter den
Linden, was gatherad a notabls conclave.
The emporor, Impulsive, exuberant, brave
to rashness and daring In thought, sat at the
head of the counell table. With him were
the chief affecors of the army snd the re-
sponsible ministers of state.

Thera war nothing of doubt or hesitation
in the katser's worda, nor d1d his manner
belle him., He has chosen this chamber for
the conference because here, If anywheore
In that roval abode, dwelt the #pirit of his
renowned grandfather. From that historical
corner window the great founder of the
modern German empire had looked to the
Inst upon his faithful people and hia be-
loved army,

Some one had suggested a further sonund-
Ing of the views held by the great powors,

“Oreat  powera!' erled the emperor.
"Ureat weaknesses, rather! Which of them
will stir ship or soldler to nld Fradee?
No. The quatrel will be 18ft to us. In the
hope that the struggle will weaken both,
Already Austrin and Italy have taken care
to declare thelir neutrality, and from 8t
Peteraburg 1 hear that Russin 1s resolute
In keeping alool. England will not Inter-
fere, A hint that Egypt and the Trans-
vaal shall be ite portion of the apoil wiil
render it complaisant—until 1 tell it that
trivmphant Germony has assumed the rights
of conguered France on the Nile. But
enough; we are resolved. When will the
three army corps be mobllized, General von
Waldersee 7"

The oMcer addressed,
stafy, instantly replled:

“We oan commence to throw 150,000 men
aoross the frontler an Thursday night at 9
o'clock, your majesty.”

"Why at night? Ia there no fear of un-
certainty or confusfon?’”’

‘“‘None, glre, for us; much for the enemy."

“Then 1 lead the first regiment of the
center column!'’

the chiel of the

'both Strasburg and Mulhausen.

Ee——

ville, oF, Disdenhofen, aa [t is rechristened | portended,

by the Cermans, cAvsed
to expect and prepare for an immediate
Junction of the two ¢orps In French territory.
In the result they were not mistaken,

But the thind was unpleasantly tfew.
Vart number of troops were gathered at
From each
of these centers the natural advance across
the frontier wna, |n the one cake, by
gnnrhurg, north of the Vorges mountaing,
townrd Luneville and Naney: In the other
theough Alt Munsterol toward etrongly
fortified Delfort.

In elther event the French would have op-
posed a bold front to the Invaders, Genoral
Daubigson, who, in lie capacity as governor
of Parls, was commander-in-chief under
the supreme control of the king, was cha-
grined rather than alarmed when he found
thut  the eouthern German column  had
sectetly detralned at Markireh and was able
to push cavalry vedettes through the heart
of the Vosgen an far as Fraizse, altost with-
out striking a blow,

On the Friday morning the eyea of the
world were bent on Parls and Berlin, The
two cities comported themeelves according
to thelr moods, Paris velping with exelte-
ment, the German capital throbbing with
earnestness,

The king of France bore himself bravely
before his people. Only. in the comparative
gecreey of the rebullded Tullerleg he showed

the agonized apprehension that possessed
bim.
His one thought was that Vansittart

might arrive too late,

YWe were at least warned goon enough to
have prevented this misfortune,” he eried,
“SWhy did we not bring him here a fortnight
ago "

“Your majesty forgets,” sald Liancourt,
"that Mr. Vapsittart belleved, as we 414,
that Germany would not commit this out-

AV TR e,

HE INVOLUNTARILY MADE A STEP FORWARD.

“That must not be” It
Hohenlohe, the imperial
spoke so emphatically.

"How! Must not!
fitting words to me."

“*Possibly, sire, but I cannot school my
tongue to conceal my thoughts, Your
majesty’'s Impetuosity and carelessness of
danger are too well known that I should
lend volce to a proceeding which might riak
your person in o frontler affray at the very
{nception of our enterprise.”

Emboldened by the chancellor’'s out-
spokenness severdl officers concurred with
him.

“Well, well,” and the emiperor turned to
a map with an alr of annoyance. “'You are
right, 1 suppose. But mark me. Not al-
ways will 1 yleld to these grandmotherly
precautions. 1 had thought it would juspirit
the troops to know that thelr leader led
from the front and not from the rear.”

“The project Is worthy of your majesty,
but the galn 18 not to be measured against
the possible loss."

“Who then will act a8 my personal rep-
resentative? The emperor's deputy, at least,
must be the first soldler to set foot on
French soll.”

“Surely no man's name can contend the
right with mine."”

All e¢yes turned upon the wpew speaker,
Colonel von Molthe, nephew of the renowned
strateglst who maneuverad the Germau
armles with such faultless skill durlpg the
war of 1870,

“And pone shall,” eried the kalser en-
thuslastically. "'Yours be the hooor to lead

Prince
who

Wos
chancellor,

These are scarco

/

THEN I LEAD THE FIRST REGIMENT
OF THE CENTER COLUMN.

the column, colonel, and Friday's sun sball
880 you mador genersl.”

“When will your majesty declare war?"'

“Abh! I had forgotten. ‘Telegraph to our
ambassador in Perls that he 18 to demand
bhis passporis on Thuraday evening.'™

Bo, It will be seen that whilst the King
of France left affairs of vast lmportance
to his roval cousort, the emperor of Ger-
many also launched his thunderbalt by
deputy.

The other emperor, Vansittart, was the
only ons who actually traveled to the fronot
at that fateful hour on Thursday.

CHAPTER 1L
Flags—=British and Otherwise.

Three German army corps entered France
slmultaneously at different points.

One line of march, fram Metz by way of
Gravelotte, Mars la Tour and Fresnes-en-
Woovre, followed the historle route of the
last war. Here the French bhad set up a
formidable barrier of men and guns, backed
by the splendid fortress at Verdun

The second attack had also been foreseen.

The concentration of Bavariaus at Thions

ragoe upon humanity without eveuw pluusiuvie
excuse,'”

“Yes, yes,”"” murmured Henrl, “but the
best of explanations will not disgulse the
fuct. One short week of his counsel anpd
presence would bave achlieved so much. One
week too soon, rather than too late!"

“Your majesty cannot believe that Lhe
armles of France will be beaten from the
field within a week?"

“Lianeourt,” and the king turned to his
faithful minlster with keen emotion in his
face, “Lot us pot decelve each other. You
know, better than I, perhaps, what our ene-
mies can acoomplish even In that brief
perlod. It is for my brave soldlers, unrendy,
Hl-equipped, worse fed, that 1 grieve. You
and I, my friend, can die at their head, but
what will that avall France! France, my
country, so huppy, 60 prosperous, so little
deserving this wrotched fate!™

Liapcourt could only urge the king to
abandon useless regrets and do all within
his power to repair defects, He realized,
In their full bitterness, the truth of Henrl's
words.

In the palace near the lindens Willinm
the Second, who for &)l his dash and way-
wardness I8 o methodieal German, had re-
tired to rest and slept soundly after the
telegrams arrived ancounciog the departure
of the three columns. He rose early, fresh
and vigorous, ready to procesd to the front
08 soon as he learned that the left bank of
the Meuse was In possession of Lis troops,

General von Gosaler walted upon himn the
moment he appeared,

“'Tis fitting,” eried the kalser, “that on
this day of all days 1 should be greeted hy
the war minister, What news, Von Goss-
ler?”

‘““Excellent, sire. The fight Is in the
enemy's country, We have soized the de-
sired positions, the armies are consolldating
and probably the first battle will be in
progresg by the time your mujesty reaches
the frontier."

Yot the general's vigage was not as cheor-
ful as his intelligence and the emperor's
guick eye noted the discrepuucy,

“15 sught nmias?"

“In _one respect 1 have tidings that your
majesty will regroet to—"'

“Quick, What has happened?'”

“Colonel von Moltke was shot by the
French ploket a8 he drove them over the
Woevre bridge.”

“Shot! Wounded, you mean, T trust,'”

““No, #lre. Shot through the brain.'

“The only place to hit & Maltke!"

“What say the papers about the war?"
The emperor, who was more deeply moved
than he cared (o admil, pleked up o copy
of the Zeitung and turned to the columuns of
foreign  Intellligence, The 0Orst puaragraph
thal met his eyes caused him to utter an
exclamation,

“New York, Thursday—Shortly before |t
became known that Germany had declared
war agalust Frapce Mr, and Mrs, Vansittart
and sulte snlled for Burope on board thelr
yacht, the Seafarer. The famous million-
wire's sympathles for Prance—indeed he re-
miins & naturaplized Freoeh eitizen—coupled
with the fact that the yncht's destlpnotion
was kept a gecret, render It practically cer-
tain that he I8 bound for Havre or Cher-
bourg. He left bis summer bhome 1o the
Adiropdacks most unexpectedly. Jloforma-
tion conoerning bls Intentions |8 absolutely
refused at his New York estate office, In
auy case, he cannot orogs the Atlantle under
elght days, as the Beafarer |5 a sixteen-knot
boat.'”

General von Gossler wondered what had
#o disturbed his royal master, but he was
not long left In doulit

Turniog upon him with a face of fury,
Wilhelm roared:

“Why was I not told of this sooner?

“Of w-w-what, aire?"

“0f the departure of this Yankee adven-
turer, sir! Send Vice Admiral Hollmann
bere at once. Quick, I you would retaln
your portfolia,”

Utterly at u loss to know what this slorm

|

the general rushed from the

the French siaff | room, and the kalser strode to and fro in a

towering raEo.

He had not forgotten the way in which
Vausittart, when president of the French,
had played political poker with him. He
wanted no more “ralsiug’” At his hands, but
had cooled pomewhdt by the time the sec-

retary for the navy raced back with the
flurrled Von Gossaler.
“Admiral,”" he shouted, “there are four

well-defined routes across the Atlantie?”

“Yes, sire.”

“Head this, Order a fast crulser to pro-
coed along each route and bring this man
Vansittart, with or without hir ship, to
Hamburg., The comminsion of each captain
depends upon the succers of one of them.
They must start forthwith, and avold con-
flirt with French vessels at any cost,

It was thus that, twelve hours after the
Senfarer passed the Bandy Hook lighiship
and turoed her smart figurehead castward,
four fast and well-armed German cruisera
enllad from Hamburg and Bromerhaven In.
tent upon her capture or destruction. The
stara and stripes fluttered In the breeze over
her taftrail as the gallant 11ttle ship plunged
steadlly onward through the long Atlantie
rollers,

Reuter's correspopdent wap not mistaken
In describing her as & sixteen-knot ahip.
Her small slzge, 2,000 tons, and her owner's
doslre to be able to voyage In her anywhere,
precluded a higher engine power,

On the third day out, although on a south-
orly course, they plunged Into the heel of a
fog that had swept down from the New-
foundland banks, Dut to Evelyn the chilly
mist was refreshing, and she wallked tha
deck, leaning on her husband's arm with a
senwe of exhlilaration at the vastoesa of thelr
enterprise,

Durlng Vansittart's  brief halt In New
York he had done much. Not every man
can pontrive to expend twenty-five millions
sterling In balf that number of hours, But
he hnd done this, to the huge benefit of
Fraooce, as will be geen hereafter,

Now hie spent most of hig time in reading
the records of the war of '70-71, together
with much poring over maps and Jjotting
down of memoranda,

This evening Evelyn protested against so
mich preoceupation, nod earrled him off for
a constitutional before dinner,

During thelr walk they notleed Arlzona
Jim leaning against a ventilator away for-
ward, gazing fixedly into the wall of fog.
Jim was wrapped In a brown study, and
looked so serfous that they both laughed.

“"What are you thinking about so deeply,
Jim?" inquired the milllonalre,

Bates started. I was thipkin®, boss, that
things alr tolerable thlck abead.”

“Here, (o you mean?"

“Nit. B'long ns we keep tootin' the fog-
horn 1 guess we're all right here, If the
other feller does the game.'’

“In France, then?"

“Yes, guv'nor, that's the locality., You
won't find no Injun slgons on rocka to help
fix this business.'

“Why, Jim, you are the one man in the
world 1 should not suspect of doubting the
future. Have you lost faith in me?"

“No, guv'nor, Not I. Nary a bit. What
you gez goes. But you'll have to kill off a
blamed lot of Germans.'

Avelyn  clutched  Jerome's arm  more
tightly, Bates had an unpleasant knack of
revealing the truth without any clreumlocu-
tlon. For the first tlme she realized that
the conqguest of men meant carnage—that
her husband might be called upon to diredt
red and horrible war.

Next morning, while Evelyn was pouring
out & third cup of coffee for Jerome and
Dick, the captain of the Spafarer hurriedly
entered the saloon.

¢'There’'s a British man-of-war about three
mile shead on the port bow, sir, and it has
signalléd ns to ston,” he sald,’

“To stop? An Engllsh ship? Are you
quite sure it |s Engllsh?* erled Jerome.

“Quite certaln, sir. It 18 the fast crulser
Hawke. I know It well by sight. What shall
wo Jdo?'

“Obey the slgnal, by all means.
up now, I wonder?"

They went on deck and serutinized the
bandsome war ship, for the overnight fog
bad wholly disappeared and the fine vessel
supplied @ human interest to the wvast
panorama of blue rolling sea and sunlit
sy,

The Hawke, first class crulser, 7,200 tons,
of 12,000-horse power, and carrylng twelve
guns, was evidently in earnest. It slightly
altered its course In order {o come nearer,
and when hall a mile ahead slowed down
to lower a boat. An officer took his seat in
the stern sheets, and the steady pull of elght
gtrong-armed blue jackets soon brought him
alopgside the Seafarer,

Within halling distanee he erled:

“*1s Mr. Vapsittart aboard 7"

“Yea," replled Jerome. *'I am he."

“1 am very glad 1 have fallen In with
you. 1 wish to speak with you privately.'

Suliting his actlons to the words he quickly

What's

climbed the rope ladder which had been
lowered amd galned the deck of the Sen-
farer,

With smiling courtesy he introduged him-
self: I am Captain des Voeux Hamilton
of her majesty's ship Hawke, which, you
se¢ there, 1 have Information of great im-
portance for you. Bhuall we go to the
saloon

Jerame led the way, saying:

“My wife and brother-ip-law may ac-
company us?"’

“Assuredly, Mr, Vansittart.,"”

Onee out of earshot of others the officer
explained his sirange appearance in mid-
Atlantie, e began with a question:

“Do you know that war has bhroken out
belween Germany and Fraoce?'

Evelyn uttered an involuntary exclama-
tion. Even Vansittart was surprised by the
suddenness of the annoupcement.

“Surely mattera have not reached that
stage nlrendy?' he exclaimed.
“There ean be no doubit about it. The

German armies commenced the Invaslon of
Franee on Thureday night. I left Poris-
mouth at noon on Friday and several slight
uffalrs had already (pken place on the
frontier, while In military circles It was
generally belleved that the first pitched
battle would take place vesterday (Sunday)
somewhere In the nelghborbood of Mars la
Tour."*

Jerome was powerfully moved, but his
anger at this coatastrophe oply manifested
itself by a tightening of the lipa as he sald:

“This is Indeed grave news for me, Cap-
talp Hamilton."

I fear my next {tem will be more un-
pleasant, Insofar as it affects you person=
ally. Our forelgn office 1s naturally keeplog
n very close watch on all naval movementa
at this moment, A trustworthy Hmnburg
correspondent waroped Whitehall by secret
telegraphic code that four German crulsera
put out o eea in o great hurry early on
Friday. He learped by some means that
thelr object was to catch you and prevent
you, at wll hozarde, from landing In France.
Your yacht ls an Americean ship, but de-
feuseless, and you are reported to be a
French cltizen, Nlice diplomatic differences
conn, however, be adjusted months bheunce,
und even large personol indemnities paid.
Meanwhlle you would be peeommodated with
a residence b some remote German castle,
I think you follow me. You have friends
in Whitehall, Mr. Vans|ttart, so—here I
am.'"

*“Oapiain Hamilton," sald the millionalre
warmly, “1 am deeply Indelited to the
Pritiah government and to you personally.
But tell me. At ses | am helpless, Tha
Seaturor I8 not & fas: boat. | may pre-
suuably expect capture alb gny moment ™

“Huardly. The Hawke can slip away from
anyihing the Germans have, and we had,
suy, # couple of hours' start from Poria-
mouth. But one of the quartet will cer-
taluly fall in with you this afternoon or
eveoing.'
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“"Are they entitled to Loard my yacht apd
selze her?"

YThey are not. But T know what T or vou
would do under similar elrcumstances—loave
othurs to settle the rights of the caoe, e¢h,
Mr. Vansittart?"

The Anglo-Baxon g very much alike on
bath sides of the Atlantie, They all, even
Evelyy, grinned in concert.

“What are your orders, captain?' sald
Jerome, after o pause,
“My orders are to find you aud apesist

you?"

“Without qualification?"

“Absolutoly!’*

“In the absence of an American mnn-of-
war 1 am justified in askiog your prolcection
under clroumstances that savor of plracy "

“Well, you see, it ig like this: 1| con
etand by you and help you if appealed to,
but—agaln regarding events from the Ger-
man point of wview—a single sbhell would
probably settle your business durlng the
argument.”’

“Would it inconvenlence you too much,
Captain Hamllton, If I were to ask you 10
And guarters for a small houschold of five
on board your ship during the next fow
dnya.""

“When I get the request o writing,” sald
the sallor with dry humor, “you will come
with me to guarters already preparcd.”

Then, with o smile, he turned to Evelyn
"“You will not find a crulser quite so com
forthble ns thig magnifleent vessel, Mra,
Vansittart, but my officers and wmysell will
‘bo delighted to entertain you.'

“I cannot express my gratitude,” began
Jerome,

“No need, eir. Dut time presges.'

A bustle of stewards, some agonlzed mo-
ments for o Frevch mald, a few lostruc-
tions to the ecaptoin of the Seafaror und the

whole party were aeated In the MHawke's
gleg, which bounded willlugly toward the
war ship,

All that morning and afternoon there was
muech jubllant netivity on board the Hawka,

“Strike me stifr' sold o sturdy A, B, who
wid holsting ammunpition from the forward
magazine. *'I dido't play for a shindy thia
trip, but you never knows yer luck."”

“If things goes right Ltoday we'll 'ave a
fair old Dbeano, BIN,'" growled his mate,
hoarse with the effect of nearly swallowing
e quid, when he caught the guunery lloutens
ant's eye fixed on o suspicious lump o the
gide of hig cheek,

Arizona Jim sighed as be listened, A six-
chambered revolver was a trivial thing he-
glde & f<lpch quick-firlng gun,  Yor thoe
only time in his life he envied his fellow
wen.

At three bells fn the first Jdog wateh, or
in shore phrage, 6:30 p. m., the Secafurer,
bhaving Ignored provious slgnals, was com-
pelled to shut off steam o ebediewce 1o &
gun fired across her bows by the Germon
bolted crulser Das Rhbeinland, 6,600 tons,
ten guns, commanded temporarily by Vice
Adwmiral ven Grudennu.

Thoe order was lmperative, god the matter
at issue {mportant; for the distingulsiied
officer himself, escorted by an armed bout's
crew, pulled off toward the Beafarer, and
the watchers from the Hawke could easily
distingulsh an anlmated colloguy In progreas
on her deck between Voo Grudeoau and the
Yankee skipper,

It seon ended. The German did not re-
turn to hbis ewn vesscl, but rapidly ap-
proached the Hawke.

He was received with eceremonious
courLeey.

After compliments, as they say o the

cast, he explained

“My tmperial master, the German smperar,
Lelng at war with Frauce, demands the per
gon uf a Prench subject, one Monsieur Jo-
rome K. Vausittart, who, 1 sm informed, is
on board Ihis ebilp, which fes the Mg of
Great Britalp, ¢ neutral pation.” He upoke
aF & man Incensed at beipg set back In the
woment of HuCoess.

“1 beg to refer your Ilmperial master, the
German emperor, to my royal mistress, the
queen of Eogland,'” was Captaln Humilion's
suave reply.

“That, sir. iv a subterfuge, und you kuow
i1," eried the vice admiral, pale with sup-
pressed snger, *'1 emphatically demand the
dellvery to my custody of this gentlemin
whotn [ seo standing there,””

“And 1 as emphatically refuse
with your demandd,"

“On what groundas, sir?”’

First, bocause Mr. Vansittarr, his wife and
brother-in-law, are the houored gueels of
H. M, B. Hawke, apd consequently of the

to comply

British governwent. Becond, because you !

®a semmss A st nane

If.;ll lo adduce proof that Mr. Vansittart ia
| & French cltizen, Third, if he were, anid on
| board this ship, It would, under the ¢iroum-
stances, require the whole German pavy Lo
tnke him off [t

The German was ready {o burst with rage,
Full well he knew that bhe had been tricked
by o speclous artifice, arising from wholly
unexpected conditions. Yet he dared not
and would not return to Bremerhaven with-
ot attempting o gerve hils country In this
tieklish affulr. Why not strive, at the saori-
flro of his life, to rid Germany of one potent
enemy ?

e involuntiarily made o half step for-
ward, and lhils right arm crossed to his
aword, but Captain Hamilton and another
ofllcer sprang in front of him, and Arizona
Jim's hand fell to his hip, There are times
when a six-shootor 6 more convenlent than
even a #-inch gun.

The incident pasged go qulekly that 1e
might bhave been imaginary were it not
neceniunted by Evelyn's slight ery ot
alarm.

Van Grudenau, with a frigld bow, said:
“Further conversation is uscless, I must
obey my orders, With your permission, sir,
I will return to my vessel

As hoe spoke his eyes wandered along the
lines of the Hawke. Mo could not fail to
gee that she was in fighting trim,

Captain Hamilton followed his glanece i l.

pmiled: Wil you not do me the hovor of

prolonglng your vislt wod Inspoctlng the

ship? She will bear scrutiny, 1 cun pEsure
Ty

you

The othor politely walved the offor aslde,

“1 have no optlon but to try what force
can Jdo," he sald,

“Any course you may sce fit to adopt will
afford me egual pleasure. DBut this (s not
a personal matter, sie. 1 am in duty bound
You are rashly visking a uscful vessel und
the Myves of your crow 1o striving to carry
to tell you that your ship is evermatched,
aut your unreagzonable Instructions."

Again Von Grudenau bowed, and without
further speceh quitied the Hawke. Not until
Lo was well elear of her did he notlee that
the Dritleh man-of-war was now Interposed
between the Seafarer and Das Rheinland.

Captain Hamilton ot once turned to Je=
rome:  “Mr, Vansittart, all non-combatantg

The millionalre Wad expected gome such
mist be tiken to safer guartera’’

Thoe DBritieh conpmander was not mistaken
FosEndwos Joyg o¥javjod o) H0W puYy &ado jo
BRjpO o) U] L0eage ganous sns ooy,
i oxe poseodddnsg (s qodyly o) patinoig
Jaf) IH” Al Jo s eyl '|>ll-fll|1 Hujroug
A|MO[E Bum odasuj] oy pun ‘efuwd uapouad
request, “Well,” he gald, *if I turn my boeck
on the Germans this time it 15 only that I
wny have a better look at them afterwards,'

The Seaforer now made off us fast ns her
gorew could revolve. By the timé Von Gru-
denaw reached his own ship she was out of
us Lo Lhe enemy's Inient There was no
nonsense about firing prelimipary shells as
range-finders,  Trusting to poisible forgot-
fulpness, tho first Germaw projectile fairly
struck the compnnionway near which Vans
giftart bad stood, lron splinters and shat-
tered woodwork kleked up s rare commotion
In the locality, but Hamibton's nice caleula-
ton of Von Grudenau's objective was equally
il In averting loss of lfe or Homb
amony his oMeers and men,
two minutes thot seemod
Hstenors in an oll-it cabio
room heard o serive of vio=
gnorts of steam, &
indescribabilo

Thereufter—far
1k 1he
near the englog
lent exploglons, erratie
din of clootriec bells aud an
vialtle of machinery, whilst five 1imes o
riapid flon enme & vlopg of battered
fron, wecompenled by o staggering Lhud,

Evelyn clung desperately to her bhusband,
The French mald, huddled up in a corner,
sobbed bysterically, and the three men each
gonfessod afterward that they expected the
top of the eylinder to blow off.

Suddenly the door opencd and Lisutepang
Blomtleld entered.

“Captain Hamilton wishes you to come o
deck,” he eaid,

From the calpiness of his tone he might
have been conducting them 10 witieds 4 re-
gatta. The peopla ou the Hawke bad just
passed  through an extremely sengatloned
pod diverting performange,

Eveuts soon became jutelligible,

The third shell from  the Hawke had
pmushied Dus Rbeinlaod's rudder snd when
Captuln Humilton discovered his apponent’'s
helplessncas he orderpgd “‘cease fire”

The Hawke's casunltics amounted to tliree
men Killed aud ten woupded, logetber with

hours




