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Gala Oelebration of Arbor DaylOne Year |

Ago in April.

GRAND PARADE AND FORMAL CEREMONIES

Populnr Interest Manifested from
the Ountset in the Progress
of the Work of Con=-
utrnction,

Thursday, April 22, 1867, was the first gala
day In exposition history, and thousands of
people marched In the parade and thousnnds
more joined with them in mighty cheers as
the big cornerstone swung slowly into place
and eloquent orators pronounced their bene-
dictions.

The fact that the Inangural festivities
vceurred on Arbor day, when all the schools
and public buildings were closed, left nearly
the entire population of Omahn free to join
in the demonstration. A lheavy shower had
cleared the alr the day before, and the
clouds gave place to a blaze of spring sut-
ghine that made the day as perfect s
Nature could offer. The city had all the
appearance  of a holiday The business

houses were closed and fags and bunting
were draped from every possible point of
vantage. The streets were (lled with peo-

ple from early morning, and as the day el -
vanced the crowd was swelled by thou-
gands of arrivals from neighboring cities,
The parade wadg formed at 1 o'clock in
charge of Grand Marsbal H. 8. Wileox, nnd
Marshals R. M. Stone, W. H. Bennett and H
. Wheelock. 1t consisted of six divisions,
whieh Included nearly all the eivie and mili-
tiry organizationg of this elty and Counecil
Bluffs. Ench division was headed by n band
and the rear was closed by a long line of
earrlages, occupled by prominent citizens
of the Twin Citles. On thelr arrival at the
grounds the leading divigions fell back into
open order and the offlcers of the Nebraska
grand lodge of Masons, followed by the
members of the order, passed between them
to the platform.
Masonie
The prospective Arch of States, near the
Twentieth street entrance, had been selected
as the location of the cornerstone and both
the platform and the huge derrick which
was to holst the stone were luvishly deco-
rated with flags and Ak-Sar-Ben colors, The
Twenty-second Infantry band played the
“Star Spangled Banner' and then the im-
pressive ritual of the Masonic order wis
performed by the following officers of the
grand lodge of Nebraska. 3

Mitunl Employed.

Grand Master, .
J. Phelps; deputy grand master, J. B. Dins-
more; grand secretary, W. R. Bowen; grand
treasurer, Chris Hartman; grand tiler, Jacob
W. King; grand architect, C. K. Coutant:
grand chaplain, T. J. Mackay, grand junior
warden, G, W. Linlnger, and grand sénior
warden, . H, Young.

After the ritualistic oration had been de-
lvered by Grand Master Phelps, Grand
Trensurer Hartman deposited in a uiche in
the gtone the senled copper box which cou-
tained the relics that were to be thus trans-
mitted to posterity. These coosisted of the
last proceedings of the grand lodge, grand
chapter and grand commandery of Nebrasaa,
gouvenir of Omaha, lssued by the Board of
Trade, report of Board of Park Commission-
ers, list of officers of Western Unlon Tele-
graph company, report of the exposition as-
gociation, with list and photographs of offi-
cers, including the Bourd of Lady Mana-
gers, a copy of each of the daily papers of
Omaha, list of city officers, report of county
commissioners, and county officers, coples
of plans of exposition grounds, photographs
of bulldings and streey scenes in Omabhn,
photographe of Mrs, R, C. Clowry, Judge
James W, Savage, General Experience Esti-
brook, Hon. A. J. Poppleton, John A, Creigh-
ton. Dr. George L. Miller, Hon .John M.
Thurston, Hugh G. Clark, Thomas L. Kim-
ball, the judges of the district court, Dion
Geraldine, President McKinley, Vice Presi-
dent Hobart, W. J, Bryan, A, Sewall, Linin-
ger's art gallery, Bee building, Young Men's
Christian  associntion bullding, Board of
Trade bullding, Unlon Pacific bridge, South
Omaha stock yards and packing houses and
all the public school buildings, names of
members of legislatures of all Transmissis-
sippl states, copy of exposition number of
members of legislatures of all transmissis-
glppl congress at Omaha, officin]l program of
Inpugural exercises, articles of Incorporation
of the exposition, blank for applications for
space and  subscriptions, proceedings of
Tangier Temple and photographs of its offi-
vers,

Inseription on the Stone.

The stone was then lowered to [ts bed
showing the inscription “Lald by the Mu-
sonle fraternity, April 22, 1807, M. W,
Charles J. Phelps, G. M."" The ofMicers ap-
plied the square, the level and the plumb
and reported that the stone had been aceu-
rately placed and then Deputy Grand Master
Dingmore scattered it with corn, poured
from a golden vessel, as the emblem of
plenty. Grand Senlor Warden Young bap-
tized the stone with wine, which had been
brought from Jerusalem by G. W. Lininger,
and which was a token of joy and gladness
and Grand Junior Warden Lininger added &
baptism of oll which was emblematic of
pence. Grand Chaplain Mackay pronounced
an impressive Invocation and then the grand
master handed the lmplements of masonry
to Bupervising Architect Kimball with in-
s#tructions to carry on the work that was
thus begun,

The Masonic ceremonies were followed by
brief addresses which offered a vent for the
enthusinsm of the multitude, Mayor W, J
Broateh welcomed the visitors as the chief
executive of Omahn. In the absence of Gov-
ernor Holeomb, Lieutenant Governor Harris
spoke for the stite
vulogized the state and its people and re-
ferred In enthusiastic terms to the exposl-

tion as the vehicle by which its resources

would he advertised to the world

This was followed by an eloguent tribute
Baldwin

to the exposition by Hon, John N

of Council Bluffs, after which Hon. J. 8terl-

Ing Morton was introduced as the originator
of the Arbor day which wus marked by this
Mr. Morton traced the progress
of Nebruska from a pralrie wilderness (o a
dilated ou

celebration.

magnifioent commonwealth He
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of Nebraska. He
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the fertility of its goll and the abundance of
Its resources and emphuasized the Imporiance
of cultivating forests to protect the soll
from drouth and humanity from disease. In
conolusion he said

“A truth and a tree outlive generations of
men. That this admirably planned Trans
miskissippl Exposition may plant truths as
to the economic and materinl resources of
ite vast and opulent empire in the minds of
the tens of thousands of Intelligent visitors
and sojurners who may attend 1t, with nas
cheerful a certalnty and as serene & Bnlin
faction ag we experience in planting these
trees In the never decelving, never dis-
appointing soil of the fertile Nebraska, is
my earnest hope and my sincere and intense
desire.”

LONE HLOUK OF HARD GRANITE,
Silent RHeminder of o Pecalinre Inel-
dent In Expoxition History.
Burled somewhére under the mmenze
muss of staff and timber that forms the
Arch of States over the Twentleth street
entrance to the exposition grounds I8 n
huge block of granite that represents the
beginning of exposition construction. This

I= the cornerstone that was lald with mili-
tury ponp and pageantry over a yenr ago
and over which eloguent orators proclaimoed
the greainess of the west and 118 exposition.
1t comnins all the public doeuments, photo-
graphs and other data that was thus sought

to be transmitted to posterity and for
months it stood surrounded by o small raidl-
ing a8 a landmark and the expression of
the hopes of the exposition promoters. That
it Is thus ignominiously consigned to an un-
marked sepulcher is the result of a change of
plans in regard to the construction of the
arch, It was originully contemplated that
the Arch of States should be a permanent
monument when the other exposition archi-
tecture had crumbled and been forgotten.
It was proposed that the arch should con-
sist of u masslve plle of granite gathered
from the various |I'“llr‘l1l|Hn!EﬂlIl|!1 atates and
fushioned into an imposing sentinel. Ar-
rangements had been partially made for
the contribution of the stone, but the Hoard
of Park Commissioners, who were to pro-
vide for the necessary expense, decided
that the structure as proposed would cost a
sum that would be out of all proportion to

its  utility. Consequently the plan was
droppea and all through the months or
exposition construction the single corner-

stone remained 4 lonely sentinel at the gnte.
Eventually the exposition management de-
clded that since there was to be no per-
mwanent arch they would work out the origi-
nal idea with the same materials that were
employed in the other buildings. The con-
tract was let at once and this was one of
the last of the structures on the Kountze
tract to be erected. It was easier to bulld
nround the big stone than to move it out
of the way and in a few days it was hidden

from sight

GEORGREOLS DISPPLAY oy IPLAGS,
Emblems of All Natlons Give Color
tr the Imposing Seene,

The patriotism of many natlons will be
emblazoned sagainst the white outlines of
the exposition bulldings by every breeze
that sweeps acros the grounds. Flags in-
numerable will float from the towers and
cormices, thelr blaze of color affording grate-
ful rellef to eyes that weary with gazing at
the endless expanse of white, Each of
the main buildings is profusely arrayed in
bunting, and while Old Glory is glven the
places of honor on the towering domes and
pinnacles the banners of every clvilized
pation will mingle with the stars and siripes.
Fully 700 flags will be required Lo equip
the flag staffls in the maln court. The
larger staffa that adorn the towers will each
bear & ten-foot Americun flag, and the lower
projections and the line of staffs that out-
line the cornices will be provided with
smaller flags, ranging from three to elght
feet. ‘The contract for furnishing this vast
array of bunting calls for forty dlstinct
varieties, comprising those of nearly every
pation in the world, and the ensemble of
color will add not & little to the spectacular
effect of the architecture.
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A. WAKEFIELD SAUNDERS

ART AT THE

ALVIN

EXPOSITION

Choioe Collection Gathered in the Fine Arts
Building,

HOW THE DEPARTMENT IS ORGANIZED

Energetie Action HBrings Together
Representative Works from All
the Lending Artista of
the Dnay.

The Fine Arts department of the Trans-

mississippl  and  Internationnl  Exposition
wig carly n matter of consideration to the
exveutive committee  and directors, who

realized the Importance of making it repre-
sentative and creditable. Early in 1897 the
exvcutive committee of the exposition re-
quested the Western Art association to make
guggestions In regard to the organization of
this department, which was done by the
creation of the directors of the Western Art
associntion as an advisory committes upon
fine art subjects, This committee selected
as it cholrman Mr. Paul Charlton, and in
consultation  with the architects-in-chief,
Mesars. Walker and Kimball, suggested the
form of building to be used, and, after con-
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FINE ARTS BUILDING

siderable research, several names for Lhe
position of superintendent of the Fine Arts
bureau. Messrs, EHames and Young of St
Louis were chosen as architects of the
building, and were asked to submit plans in
accordance with Its suggestions, and Mr.
Armond H. Griffith, director of the Detroit
Museum of Art, as superintendent of the
Bureau of Fine Arts for the exposition.
Messrs., Bames and Young submitted plans
which are practically those upon which the
building bas been constructed, and L8 un
usuil beauty, dignity and adaptiveness provi
their fitneas for this commission, The ap
pointment of Mr. Griffith was approved by

the executive committee, and he enfered
upon his duties in August, 1807,
Lirvctor Griflith first wade oo tour of

principal cities, where he saw artists, private
vollectors and the directors of the prin-
cipal museums, and endeavored to interest
them in this exhibit, This woas followed
by much persistent work by Mr. Griflith and
the chalrmon of the advisory committes in
the way of personal visits and extended
corresporndence, There was found to be the
greatest apathy nmong artistg and private
collectors in the east In regard to any
exhibit of fine arts in the west, the claim
being that it was not profitable to them to
send thelr pletures, as they were withdrawn
elther from thelr walls or from the eastern
opportunity for sale for the period of some
months and that their experlence in the
matter of handling and return had hitherto
been  extremely unsatiefactory. The di-
rectors of the museums were found to be
personnlly willing to do anything to aid
the project, but in many cases were pre-
vented by the rules of thelr institutions
from making loans While this was pro-
oveding correspondence was nlso begun with
Muessrs, Jules Rolshoven in London, Dr, De
Groot in Holland and Frederick Mayer In
Parls, with more encouraging promise

Systematic Caompalgn,

Personal letters and personal Interviews
were followed continuously, supplemented
by several circulars, and finully by applica-
tion blanks in the early months of 1808,
Responses to the latter were tardy, ns artists
were unwilling to make engagements for
pletures which might thus be withdrawn from
the epring exhibitions, This objection was
met by an arrangement under which pletures
show 1 In New York apd Bostcn up to the
middle of May will be hurried forward in
time for the opening of the exposition. Dur-
ing the last slx weeks entries began to come
in freely, and something over 700 pictures
were offered, The majority of these were
passed upon by Jurles in the larger clties,

but many have been sent direct by artists
| and owners to be judged in Omaha. Offer-
ings from American, French and German

| artists resident in Paris were representative
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and In number far beyond what was deaired
necessitating & limiting of the number. The
dealers In the United States have been
most generous (n their loans, and it has
thereby %“ecome possible to secure many
répresentative pletures which would have
been otherwise unavallable A great ma-
jority of the plctures have been In storage
in Omaha for many weeks, but owing to
repeated delays in the construction of the
bullding 1t was Impossible to begin to un-
pack them until Monday, May 16, 1808, when
three roomsa in one gallery were opened. The
work has progressed rapidly, day and night
The pletures entered were by the owners
sent to authorized packers in Now
York, Boston, Philadelphia, Cincinnati
Pittsbire, Detrolt and Chieago from terrl
tory tributary to those citles; the foreign
pletures were collected by the commissioners
for the various countries. Pletures accoptesd
in the hands of packers are instred, trans
ported and returned free of  cost to the
sender; and pletures sent  individually,
necepted, are treated in the same way, and
if not, are held at owner's expenss

The walls of the main galleries up to the
cornlees are of dull red; the lobbled are cool
dull green, the latter for the purpose of
showing black and white and other draw-
Ings. The domes are most imposing. the
panels belng treated in green, yvellow and
gilt: all the Intérior architectural members
are o warm lvory, and the effect, ns the
galleries are successively hung, proves the
success of the bullding and the scheme of

lighting and decoration to be more beautl-
ful and fit than anything hitherto seen in
this country, The grouping of pletures on
the walls is accentuated by torches of Ivory
and gold, which add a decorative scheme, re-
placing draperies, which were not permis-
gible, The offerings of statuary are quite
conslderable, and will be placed upon
pedostals in the conter of the galleries, and
about the walls these are supplemented by
full slaedd RET from the maost
celebrated  anclent  sculpture, Between
the twin bulldings is n peristyle
surrounding o Pompeilan garden, in  the
conter of which 18 a fountain with a simple
HPray.
Hiegh Charpncter of Exhiblit,

The extromely high of this exhibit
from an artistic stondpoint  and s on-
tirely representative charpeter will make it
who have been led to

clnss

it BUNpPrise 10 persons
expect the usual econglomeration
arily seen at exhibitions In this
Among the 400 pletures to e

these two bulldings are many hy the great-

CUuRtom-
CounLry.
shown in

il Gartists of the various periods  and
gthoals, 1t would he invidious to mention
names, but there oare good examples of
Coror, Troyvon, Van Muarke, IPourlius sir

Thomas Lawrence, Titinn, o Van Dyke, nid
examples of most of the Hvidg artists of
cminence, impossible particularize,
The nim has been to have o small and repre-
senitative exhibit’ of good examples of the
best padnters only, and It has suceecded be-
vond the ost sangulne hopes of those who
Live hod the matter in charge

These buildings are sure to be the gather-
ing place and center for the large number
of persons who are becomlng interested in
such subjectd, and will  prove the maost
potent educational feature of the exposition,

There will also be  shown modern  ex-
amples of reproductions of (UOOUS [RASLET -
pleces, the originals of which are entirely
utkibvallable for exhibition purposes, nod the
room where these are ghown will be u point
of interest to persons who have not had
the opporiunity of visiting the foreign gal-

now to

leries, and who yet desire to know gome-
thing of the manner In which the historle
pletures, which one reads of constantly,

were printed, The catulogues will be com-
plete ko blographical detail of the artists
represented, and will contuin about forty
balf-tope reproductions of pietures sultuble
for such pro . These will form an jo-
dispensable gulde to an Intelligent under-
standing of the pictures, and a valued sou-
venir of what promises o be ong of the dig-
tipetive and pragressive features of the ex

posilion

The Concessions departiment received sey

unty-five appllications for spaie for merry-
ko-rounds, They were rejected except in
casen where they formed a wture of &

more pretestious sttraction
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NOBILIZING - THE ~ EXHIBITS

Allotment of the Floor Space Not an Easy
Task,

PRODUCTS OF FARM, MINE AND FACTORY

Methods Employed for the Purpose
of Confinlng the Dispilnys to
the Choleent Classes of
Goods Offered,

It Is conceded by the best authorities that
the exhibits that have moldlized i
the white palaces on the exposition grounds
excel in guality and in artstic arrangement
apy thiat have previously been shown at an
Ameriean exposition This in spite of the
fact that the entire work of the Depurtment
of Exhibits has been accomplished o less

been

than one year, while three Veurs were con-
sumed in securing and collecting the ex-
hibits that filled the huge bulldings at Chi-
cago. The managers of the Columblan ex-
position bad also nearly twenty times the
resources a8 had the promoteis of the
present enterprise and yet Omaha has more
than hall us many exhibits as wore
tained In Jackson park. As o matier
thousands of feet of spuce havi
fuged, It has been a question, not so much
of how mueh, but of how gool Iuferior
exhibits have been reduced and sotlive ad
mitted to the builldings not
Interest and Instréuct thelr visgitors

The effective manner in which the oxposi
tion has been advertised all over the world
contributed to create a demand for Hpee
uniprecedented (o the history of cxpositions

The first oMoelal act of Manag H. E
Bruge of the Department of Exhibts wis
o secure the services of H. B, Hardt, an
exposition man of twenty-tive yours expaert
ence, &s the superintendent of the depart
Since then Mr. Hardt has hod gen
eral charge of the task of securing and in-
stilling the exhibjts. As further organiza-
tion became pecessary  the minor details
were looked after by the following superin-
tendents of departments:  Agriculture, FProf,
. W. Taylor, Lincolu; apiary, 1. Whit-
comly, Friend, Neb.; education, Mrs. Frances
Ford, Omaha; horticulture, foresiry and lr-
rigation, Prof. Tuylor, assistant, R, 8. Ber-
o, Omaba; dairy and lve stock, J. B.
Dinsmore, Sutton, Neb.; manufactures and
forelgn Jdepartments, H. B, Hardt; ma-
chinery and electricity, Prof. R. B, Owens,
Lincoln, Neb.; mines and mining, Dr. David
T. Day, Washington, 1. C.; fine arts, West-
ern Art gssociation, by Paul Charlton, chalr-
man, and A, H. Griffith, Detroit; transpor-
tutlon and agricultural jmplements, Carroll
D. J. Elliott, Omaha; decorations and color,
R. T. Erown, San Francisco,

con-
of fact
Lewn re-

caleninted  to

ment.

Renson for Space Charge.

e of the flrst steps taken by the de-
pattment was w0 induce the executive com-
wittee 1w estublish choarges for spuace -
stead of giving it for nothing, as had been

done at previous expositions.  The object
of this was to secure the greatest variety
of exhibits In the smallest space. It was
believed that if the exhibitors were  com-

pelled 1o pay for the space they occupled
they would muke their exhibits higher and
more compact, This would also operate to
Induce them to make the most of thelr space
and not bring In u vast amount of useless
material. The  rules and regulations Ly
which exhibitors were to he governed were
gelected from the rules of sixteen different
expositions, and J0L000 coples were ot once
sent out  for the purpose of seouring ex-
hibitors.  They provided that $1 should be
charged for every square foot of floor spice

in buildings, and &0 cents for every  foot
of wall spuce.  Spoce on the groumls  was
rialed ot J0 cents per sguare fool, and an

ineregse of 25 per cen
chully favorable positions
The returns wore surprisingly prompt and
liberal.  Five months before the opening diy
20 per cent more than the entire avallable
space was applied for. 1 was found neees
sary to enlarge some of  the butldings
dlge to cut down inferior exhibits
room for those of superior merit
Barly in the experience of  the  depart
ment commisgioners were sent Lo ench of
Lhe transmississippl states and to 1he contl-
nent The fame of the exposition as pro
mulgated by the Department of Publicity
had preceded them and aliiost without ex-
coption their efforts were amply rewnrded,
There are state exhibits from lowa, Ne-
broska, Kansas, Missourl, Minnesota, Cali
fornin, Colorado, South Dmkota, North Da-
kota, ©Oregon, Utah, Montab Nevadn,
North Caroling, Georgla, Washington,
Texns, Hlinols, Wyoming, Okluhomn ol
the Indian Tervitory
Cianidda hos 5,000
France, 4,000; Hawall,
trul und South Amerlean
Ao pdiditlonal 8,000 feet §s occupled by pri-
vale exhibits from Austrin, Englund, Bel-
gium, Bwitzerlund and varlous other foreign
cintries The Orvientals have boen barred
from the building on account of the bazaar
ke charncter of their exhibits, 1t
desire of the manugemend

chiurged for espe-

andd
to muike

feot of
and the
republics,

SO unre B
Cun

3,000,

wis the
to eliminate this

feiature from the main bulldings as far aa
possible, and the Orleptal  exhibits  were
relegated to the Midway

The Stnte Exhibits,

Aulde from thelr regular exhibits, which
are distributed through (he various butld-
Ings, eleven states have crocted handsome
gtate hulldings on the bluff tract T hesn
are  Iowa, 1llinols, Nebraska, Wisconsin,
New York, Minnesotn, Kuansus, Georgia,
Oregon, Montana and Washlnglon lowa

wlgo has additlonal architecturnl representa-
tion In the wigwam that is contributed by
the citizens of Pollawatltamle county. Bulld-
ings have also been erected by the follow-
Ing private corporgtions Pitteburg & Gult

rillrowd, Kaneas  City, Bemls Bag com-
pany, Omaha; Montgomery, Ward & Co.,
Chicago, Liggett & Meyers, St Louls.

The total number of exbibitors 18 stated
hy Buperintendent Hardt as 10,000, of which
S 000 wre rrom . Nebrasha,  This 1s, however,
deceptive, as It Includes all contributors to
collective state exhibits. The pumber of
individual exhibitors 18 probably one-fifth of
that number,
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