{i f
f{’ L
'”m.

i TR
i, ST i!‘ﬁ‘m‘rﬁ i

i “'\},”Juﬂh' I:.’ fll-ljflf T
N, i‘r‘:;r'."-'wirmfﬁ&

ESTABLISHED JUNE 19, IS8T

m

P

OMAIIA, WEDNESDAY JUNE 1, 1898 FIRST SECTION,

A -. e n.mm

W L

o

SINGLE COPY

Bteps  of Its Inception, Organization,
Construction and Realization. 1 \

ALL OBSTACLES SUCCESSFULLY OVERCOME

stupendous Effort Reguired for the
Crention of o Wonder Clty in the
- Short Npnee of Less Than
Twenty-One Months,

- _arl"‘ T NOON today, by the
{,' pressure of a button ad - \ . !
A the hand of Tresident - : SEM?‘-R
MeKinley, the mnchin- y T e R A e
- ery of the Transmissls ) - 7 ;
sippl and Internationnl i
i Exposition  at  Omaha
will be set in motion }
‘h- for five months' e

PRI — 3 struction  and  enter-
talnment of the public

The gates of the exposition are opened In
less than ffteen months from the day on
which the site was selocted and just thiy
teort months from the day on which the first
shovelful of earth was lifted. To the spec- |
tator it would seem that gome long forgotten
maglcinn had escaped from the dingy covers
of an anclent fairy tale and caressed the
bare expanse of blufl and stubibly with his
ereative wand, At 1he potent touch paloces
of urt and industry appeared as  though |

tustiloned from some low hanging elowd,

thoir soaring domes and pinnacles resplen- PROMINENT l_N PROMOTING THE EXPOSITION

dent it the June sunshine nnd thelr wide
giretehes of court and promennide gorgeous

with the bBloom and fragrance of Oriental prise was received with scarcely less favor. | Junme 156, 1546
the following day, and
was recelved everywhere with jubllant satiz
It gave new impetus to the enter-
prise and encouraged its friends to rencewed
was celebrated
demonstration,
Jefferson Squuare,
people were ronsed (o additional enthusiagm | dent First National bank,
specches and

gardens,  Even nature |8 outilong by the | Following Mr. Bryan, Colonel John Doni-
persistent force and virllty of the hustling | phan of  $t. Joseph, Mo, George Q.
west. For sinee the Inst snow flake dis- | Cannon  of Utah  and  Howell Jones
appenred the rugged bluff has been trang of Kansas spoke  eloquently  in favor
formed into o panorama of turf and follnge | of the  resolution It secmed that
and flower thut seems ke the creation of & | there was only one sentiment in the con-

dozen #easoNs, gress, for not a dissenting volce was raised |

To the ordinary visitor the Magle City on |l and the resolution was adopted by a rising
the Missouri bluff speaks only of success | yote and a whirlwind of cheers that volced
grandly and wonderfully nchieved. The story ' the spirit of the delegates,
of “ils difMeultics and discourngements, of Such a gratifying unanimity of opinion
obstacles surmounted and of storms success-  was in Itself a powerful encouragement 1o
fully encountered 18 written only in the | thoge who had then to assume the tremen-
rt-qr:;llg-e-lllazlu of the men who have given dous task of organization and execution. It
nenrly two yeara of their best effort, with- | algo operated to crystallize the local senti-
out conslderation or rveward, to the con- ment, and within a few weeks the bellef

summation of this stupendous enterprise. | that the exposition would be an unprece- |

They suceeeded in the face of conditions that dented success was everywhere predominant
would have daunted legs determined spirits.  Some weeks were spent in planning the de-
Born In the midst of the greatest financial | talls of organization, and at a meeting held
and industrial depressison of recent years, |at the Commercial club rooms Januury 18
when dollars were scarce and hope was sLag- the Transmississippl and International Ex-
nant, built up during a period when every position assoclation was formally organized
forward step was a struggle agalnst condi- | and articles of incorporation were adopted,
tions thiat almost refused to yield, the expo- They provided that the capital stock t_}! the
sition |s at once (lustrative of transmigsis- | assoclation should be fixed u'l. $1,000,000, is-
gippl resources and transmississippl gri- sued In uhnrus‘o! $10 unch: \ Il:n ﬁa?::ﬂ;;ﬁﬂ

Pirst Snggestion of the Exposition, ::qﬂﬂ;ll::ll;:‘(l::li'il;l ;?ml:;un:f:]l_; ;“]:l‘,;:;r:bm}_ %
board of eleven directors was speclfied, and
also twenty-five vice presidents, one of
whom should be from Omaha and one from
ench of the transmississipp! states and ter-
ritorles. ‘The only change was made on the
suggestion of Mr. Rosewater, nand this
amended the articles to provide that the
exposition should open in June and close in

The exposition first appeared as o definite
proposition during the session of the Trans-
mississippl Congress in this clty In Novem
ber, 1805, Some time previous to this the
{den had suggested itself to Edward Rose-
water, editor of The Bee, but the time had
not seemed opportune to put it into tangible
formm. But when the congreas wis about to
convene |t was decided that this would af
ford n mmost favorable opportunity to test the
vilue of the suggestion, Mr. Rosewater com
municated his Idea to o number of lending
cltizens, by whom it was enthusinstically eu-
dorsed. After some further consideration It
wag decided to bring the matier before the
copgress and make an effort to secure I8 £, Rosewster, $H00; W, J. Connell, $500; I
endorsement and co-operation, In aocord- ‘ Ii. Beans, $500: Dan Farrell, jr., $500; Loe-
ance with this plan Mr. Rosewater mude | o 000t b Hardware company, $500,
the first public announcement of the scheme w. R Bennett, $0; J. B. Markel, 3500
\n an editortal which sppeared fn The Boo ! Phompson, Belden & Co,, $500; William
November 25, This presented o conclse | Krug, 3500: Oscar Plokard, $500; Motz Bros:
exhibit of the rapld development of = the | Brewing company, $600; Frank H Hibburd,
western country during the preceding twen- 'Is:'”": Dudley Smith, $500; Kelley. Stiger py
ty-five years. Attentlon was called to the L Qo 3500; John A. Weaver, $400; A. Clem:
important results that had been "'wuml'-".m..; 0i G. 8. Ambler, $800; %, T- Lind-
through the expositions at Chicago and At- lm-v "2‘__" Lyman Richardson, $260; C. 8.
lanta, and the opinion was expressed that '\hVNqumm‘-rv “$200: L. H. Bradley, $200; 1
the proposed exposition would result in equal “ r,l_"_w_“-';.r. R. W. Richardson, W, H.
benefit to the west. It would give & tremeh | gy pghy George N. Hicks, M, H. DeLong,
dous impetus to the westward trend of pOPU- | b0y Murtin, J. J. Gibson, J. B. Utt, Helin
lation and capital and advertise to the world H‘; Thnll'mmm W, C. Bullard, 0. C, Holmes,
the: resoyrces aud capabifitios of tho trans- OB !I:n\\nrlul and Johnson Bros., §100 each,
wissislppl country. In conclusion, It Was b, pigner & Lawrie, G. W, Wattles, J. A
urged that Omaba wis pre-eminently fitted
by reason of its central location to be the I B. Burdlck. $60 each. total, $10,660.
theater of the enterprise und the hearty co- X |
operation of its eitizens was pledged to make First Orgnmisation of ( urlmr-tlo‘n:]
the affalr & success, The stockholders then met and electec

While n few of the more conservative peo- Iiho board of I"n['l‘l'\‘ﬂl‘li.. conslating .ol' H. ':
ple were at first inclined to regard the ldea Thompson, J. E. Markel, ‘.l .Ii. Svins, h
as chimerical, It was upreservedly endorsed | W, Wattles, G. H. l'az.-m_-‘. Q. 8 .\iuntgmm:r)_.
by the progressive element. Omaha busi- ' W. R. Benpett, I, W. Carpenter, Dan Far-
ness men saw In It & factor that would stir | rell, jr., Dudley Smith and Charles Metz,

| days, as originally planned.

The subscriptions of stock necessary 1o
permit the associatlon to transact businesas
were taken in five minutes
| from the tlme the articles were

the stagnant elements of trade and industry | The bonrd of directors met at the Millard |
and the transmississipp! delegates recog- | hotel on the followlng Monday and elected !
nlzed the boundless possibllities that It of- | as officers G. W. Wattles, president; J. B
tered of progress and development of the | Markel, vice president, John A, Wukcﬁvlnl.l

whole western ocountry. It required but  secretary; Herman Kountee, (reasurer.
very little effort to secure their co-operation No sooner had the organization been ac-
Two days after the editorial appeared Hon, | complished than the necessity for securing
William J. Bryan, who was president of the | congressionnl recogultion of the project be-
congress, brought it before that body in the | came apparent. This would put the expo
tollowing resolution: sitlon on a firm busis and be an lmportant
Whereas, We belleve that an exposition | taotor fn enlisting the support of states und
of all the products, industries and civiliza- | jpdividuals. 1o view of the general busi-
tlon of the states west of the Miasissippl | ppss depression and the spirit of economy
river, made @&t some central  gateway | that dominated all branches of thi GOVErns
where the world can behold the wonderful | ment the difficully of securing an adequate

capabilities of these greal wealth-producing | appropriation was obyious, It was accom- |
states, would be of great value, not only to | plished only after a long and persistent |

the trausmississippl states, but to all the | cumpaign, which was successfully waged by
bome-seekers in the world; therefore, the Nebraska representatives at Washing
Resolved, That the United States CODETess oy with the sssistance of all the Influenc
be requested to take such steps as may be | that could be brought to bear n;r.n_u.-n un-
necessary to hold a transmississippl exposi- | pMoelsl sources. Senator Willlam V. Allen
tion at Omaha during the months of August, | introduced the senate bill, which provided
Beptember and October, 1898, and that the | for the recoguition of the exposition by the
representatives of such states and territories | government, provided for the admission of
in econgress bo requested to favor such &0 | foreign exhibits free of duty and pledged
appropriation as is usual lo such cases to | the government to expend not less l.Im.n
assist in carrying out this enterprise. $200,000 in organizing and installing so ex
Action of Transmississippl Congress. hibit from the vnr\lm:r ‘c;\'ﬂ;ulsn-ll! d;-pturt-
e | monts. The house bill, which was substan-

l.::;ub‘;?lt;: :r:;:?‘mum::;m:lu.z‘gﬂzt | tiglly similar, was introduced by Congress-

indication of its favorable conslderation, | man D. H. Mercer, and for the next four |

The usiasm fiocresmsed as Mr. Bryan months the promoters of the exposition
m‘:t:wm word ploture of the lmmense labored unceasingly to secure favorable con-
advaniages that the exposition would obtaim | sideration, It was found necessary (o ac-
\far the west, and his vigorous argument in copt an appropristion of $200,000, aud Lhe

tionnl bank, president Omaha Street Rall-
way company and Omaha Gas Manufacturing

Bruce, president E. E. Bruce
wholesale druggists.

Isune Carpenter,
ter Paper compiany.
Creighton, capltalist, vice presi-

president of the Carpen-

Edward IMekingon, general moanager of the
Pacific rallway.

This was prolimingry to-the setive prose-

cution of the tusk of securing subseriptions | or Commerce, president Cliy Steam laundry,

member firm
Farrel & Co., syrup refiners,

Frank B. Hibbard, one of the representa-
tive farmers of Douglas county.

The congressionnl approprintion
after $250.000 of
the capital stork of the exposition had been
after o careful
the interests involved the articles of incor-

available only

Publishing company.

 board of fifty directors,
after $300,000 had been subseribed

to be electwd only :
| Burlington & Missouri River rallroad

the Idea of ralsing such a sum at that time | fArdware company,

wWis  preposterous,
pitlgn was belng hotly contested, the finan-
clal depresslon was ol It lowest point, and
even the most promising business openings
woent begging,
exposition refused to be discouraged
took off thelr eonts und wenl

minager Omichn Mer-
chants’ Express and Transfer company.
Johnson, manager of
Transfer line,

Thomas Kllpatrick, senjor member firm of
Thomas Kllpatrick & Co., dry goods.

Union Depot company and president Unlon

turned loase on the community Natlonal bank.

member firm
P, P, Kirkendall & Cn., wholesale boots and

came slowly but surely. Some who had the
back, bit the vast majority of the |n-u|-|n-l
No one was too graph, Unlon Pacific rallway.

Herman Kountze, president First National
home owners | bank

gave even more liberally in proportion than
The goal wis soon roached
and poassed, and early In November it

Korly. superintendent

November, {nstead of continuing only ninety |

E. W. Lee, physician.
the milllonalres,
rubber boots and shoes.

Charles W. Lyman, president Commerclal
National bank.

Charles F. Manderson,
| Burlington & Missourl River rallroail.

Jacoh B, Markel, proprietor Milard hotel.

| adopted. The origingl subscriptions were: I renched $350,000
Reors=anizntion of Corporation.
The stockholders’ meeting for the election
of the board of directors was called at the
rooms December 1
voling oceupled nearly all day and when the | Bros." Brewling company,
Millard, president Omahn Natlonal

Board of Trade

ballots were
alection of fifly men conceded to repicesent | bank.

falrly all the interests that were coucerned | member firm of Mont-

. 5. Montgomery,
gomery & Hall, attorneys-at-law.

Alfred H. Noyes, manager G. H. Hammond
Packing company, South Omaha,

George H. Payne, president Fidelity Truat

general manager of
‘Infon Stock Yards company,

Bidwell, general manager Fro
> Missourl Valley rallway
penior memher of tha |
L. Brandels & Sons

mont, BElkhorn

wholesale grocers and Paxton &
Omaha | Vierling Iron worka.

Frank Murphy, president Merchants' Na

Wakefield, G. H, Payne, G. A. Rathburn and

THANSMISSISEIPP] GOVERNORS

Allen T. Rector, Rector-Wilhelmy wml-'

piany, wholesple hardware,

Abirmham L. Reed, president Byron Reed
company, reoal estate.

Edward Rosewater, president The Bee
Publishing comapany, The Bee Bullding com-
pany and vditor of The Omaha Bee,

Alvin Saunders, president Omaha  Heal
Estate and Trust company,

Afthur €. Smith, member firm of M. B, |

Smith & (o, wholesale dry goods.

Dudley  Smith, general manager Steele-

Smith Groeery company, wholesalers,

Henry A, Thompson, member firm  of
Thompson, Beluen & Co., rewnil dry goods.

Gurdon W. Wattles, vice president Union
Natiopnl bank.

John L. Webster, nttorney-at-law.

Charles 1. Weller, vice president Richard- l

son Drug company, wholesilers.,

Lucius Wells, of Deere, Wells & Co. of
Council Bluffs, In., agricultural lmplements,

John €, Wharton, attorney-at-law.

Robert 5. Wilcox, manager Browning,
King & Co,, clothiers.

Chuarles M, Wilhelm, treasurer Orchard &
Wilhelm Carpet company,

Casper K. Yost, president Nebraska Tele-
phone company.

Fred M. Youngs, president Printing Press-
men's unlon,

Later Fred M. Youngs was elected as
representing union labor to fill the vacancy

caused by the resignation of W. R, Bennett,
'and Allen T. Rector was chosen to succeed |

John A. Wakefleld after Mr. Wakeflell had
résigned to accept the position of secr«tary.
Subsequently the death of Dan Farrell, jr.,
left a third vacany, which was fillad by the
election of Thomas Hoctor of South Omnha.

The form of permanent organlzation was
the next question that con’ronted the di-
rectory, and as [t was conceded that this
would have an important bearing on the
success of the enterprise It was glven loug
and serious conslderation. It was flnally
decided to divide the work of the exposition
into seven departments, the heads of these
departments to constitute the executlve
committee, which should have the nactive
management of the nffairs of the association.
Under this plan the officers were elected, as
follows:

Gurden W. Wattles, president; Alvin!
Saunders, resldent vice president; Herman |

Kountze, treasurer; John A, Wakefield, sec-
retary

Executive Committee~——Zachary T. Lindsey,
chairman and manager Department of \Ways

and Means; Edward Hosewater, manager De- |

partment of Publicity; Gilbert M. Hitcheock,
mannger Department of Promotion; Fresmun
P. Kirkendall, manager Department of Build-
ings and Grounds;, Edward E. Bruce, man-
ager Department of Exhibits; Abram L.
Reed, mannger Department of Concessions
and Privileges, William N, Babcock, man-
ager Department of Transportation.

Later the Departments of Publicity and

Promotion were consolidated under the man- |

agement of Edward Rosewater,

The organizatlon was completed by the

appolntment of a vice presldent by each of
the twenty-four governors of the transmis-
slssippl states.
Swelling Subseription Lists,
By this time the subgeription llst had
reached the grand aggregate of 420,000, and
the proper certificates were forwarded to

the secretary of the treasury to show that

the requirements of the bill providing for
n government appropriation had been com-
plied with. In accordance with {ts provislons
the secretary of slate at once took the
necessary #steps to notlfy forelgn govern-

| ments of the intérnational character of the

exposition and to invite them to participate.
The sundry ecivil appropriation bill which

pasged the house February 106 carried a
$200,000 appropriation for the government

oxhiblt, which was to be lmmediately avall-
able, An effort was made to have the
amount increased to $270,000 in the senate,
but owing to the necessily for strict economy
In all natlonal expenditures, it was declded
that to Inslst on the amendment would en-
danger the passage of the bill. Much to

the disappointment of the friends of the |
exposition the bill was submitted to Presl-

dent Cleveland at the oclose of the sesslon
and he falled to attach his signature. It

and Company. ment packers, S8outh Omaha. wns nearly three months later before the

wnate bil! g this smount was passed

aud a lasting lospiration for its future.

itemm was approved at

congregs, By that time

the work of constrie- MESSHS
ton was  well under KIRKENDALI
way BARCOCK

In the interval active
gteps hnd been taken

to enlist the interest

and financial  nesist
ance of the legisly
tures of the trangmis
glasippl stntes About
the middle of Feliro
ary o party of expo
aition representative
wid sent on o trip
through Kuansas, Colo
riodo and othor western
stntos Another poarty
visited  Missouri, Ar

kansas, Texus and 014

Mexico, and o third

went north to do mie
slonory work nat  Du-
lath, 8i. Paul, Bruns

wiek, Toerre and other
northern  points In
every Instance  thelr
efforts were hampered
by the spirit of wcon-
omy that the  hard

times jnspleed, wod o
first |t seemed that the
co=0perntion Decessnry
to give the exposition
the seope contemplated
couldd not e secured
The delny of the Ne
braska legislature 0
making an approprin
tlon was also n heavy
handieap, ag the promo
ters had no  satisfac
tory nnswer when they
wore asked how much
Nelbraska had  glven
But, as the people be
came  convineed  that
the exposition Wis
bound  ta be o s
CREH, n more lb-
eral spiric  Aevelopod
Where legislative ac-
tlon could not be se-
cured private interests
came to the front, and
as Lhe possibllities of
the enterprise became more apparent  the
interest in its suceess spread all over the
transmississippl territory.

During the closing Jdays of its cureer the
Nebrngka legislature finally made an ap
propriantion of 100,000, and although it had
been expected that o larger amount would
b provided, this served to insure a credit
able state exhibit and to assure other states
that the exposition hod liberal support at
home. At the same time Towa, THinols and
several other states promlised liberal ap-
propriations and the success of the enter
prise was no longer in doubit

Work of Construction,

While the Departments of Promotion and
Publicity were thus engaged in moking the
pxposition an lssue in every corner of the
transmississippl  territory, the actual con
struction wag being pu

shed with chuaracter

| istle eaergy. On April 22, 1867, the entire

population of Omahn and part of Nebraska
and Iowan turned out to celebrate Arbor day
by Iaving the corner stone  with  the
claborate exerciges that marked  the in-
iguration of the enterprise. A month later
the architects met in Omaha o review th
prellminary plans for the blg bulldings, and
during the following sixty duys the planps
were completedd and the contracts Jet By
midaummnier the construction was in
progriss all around the maln court and
the bulk of the grading had been completed
At the fall ¢lection Douglus county voteld
£100,000 in bonds, swelling the bgEregiats
resources of the exposition to the 1,000 60
minrk

The exposition Wis  Dnow  no lonEger
promise, but a fulfllment that mounted rai
above the expectations of 118 mwost sangulme
promoters. 1t had ceasged to be compared
with the expositions at Atlanta and Nash-
ville, and began to rival the World's falr
During January and Febrowry lucge delega
tiong from other stptes were broyght on
specinl  trains  to  admire its superh
architecture and 10 muke many pleasant
wegquaiutances with Omahba eltizens, S0 far
did the enterprise rise above what they
had expected that thelr enthusinsm  waoas
invariably bevond expression and they went
awiy thoroughly couvioced that it would be
one of the greatest expositions that had
ever been spread before the people of this
continent

By early spring of 1888 the maly
bulldings were practically completed and the
lighter effects were rapidly taking form aond
beauty., Facllities for thée most elaborate
vlectrical Muminations were lostulled and
hundreds of groups of exquiaitely modeled
sustuary appeared o the malg court and
above the corpices of the bulldings. The

' landscape gardeners wrought wonders in the

transformation of the grounds ioio gardens
that might fAttingly surround the pulace of
wn oriental moparch and every sunrise saw
the wvast Inclosure Invested with fresh
beauties. The Departments of Exhibits and

Corcesslons were literally flooded withanun

precedented demund for space. Scores of
applications were rejected, aud ouly thoss
exhibits which promised to add materially
to the witractlions of the exposition were al
lowed sdmittance A8 the last weeks of
preparation passed the workmen labored
day and night and the Sulshing touches wers
added under the glow of thousands of elec
trie lamps. Bulldipgs sprang up like mush
roome on the Bluff tract apd back of the
main couri, and the energy of u metropolls
seemed to be centrulized oo the grounds
At tho lmpulse of thousands of toillng hands
the big show hurried to completion. When
the bells struck wmidnight of the last
day of May the promise of the management
bhad been fulfilled, The Transmlssisalppl and
International Exposition is ready to recelve
Its guests, wn lmmortal mobument to the
coergy and resources of the Mighty West

iy, —
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