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A GREAT EPOCA !

Y e—

The Broaking of Gronnd for the First
Railway Across the Continent
Twenly Years Ago.

The Inauguration of the Union
Pacifio on the Banks of the
Misgonri in 1863,

A ‘

A Memorable Day at Omaha--
(oorge Franois Train Makes
The Speech of His Life.

et s

Andrew J. Poppleton Delivers
an Eloquent and Patri-
otic Address.
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The Building of the Road, the
Early Struggles of the Projec-
tors and Final Triumph.

The Most &'gantic Enterprise of
Modern Times Completed
in Bix Years.

—— i

An Excursion to the End of the
Track, and the Speech of
Senator Wade.
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The Celebration of the Completion
of the Road at Promontory
Point and Omaha.

A Vast Amount ot loteresting Data
Bearing on the Construotion of
the Great Highway,
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For two hund red years after the firat
shipload of Englishmen landed upon
North American soil at Jamestown, in
Virginia, the greater hall of the conti-
nent west of the Mussissippi romained as
much an unknown land as was central
Africa before the explorations ot Living-
stone and Btanley.

Boventy years ago an expedition to ex-
plore this unknown region was fitted ont
mnder Presidont Jefferson.  The explor-
ers, Captains Lewis and Clarke, crossed
the Mississippi somoawhere near St. Louis
and ascended tho Missouri river with
boats cordeled by hand.

On August 3 1804, they reached a
goint about nineteen miles above Omaha,
uear the present site of IFort Calhoun,
where they held a council with the
Indisns, and named the spot Council
Bluffs. d

Explorations of the country between
the Mussouri river and the Pacific slope
were mado by various arviny officors, and
in 1842 Liout. John O. Fremont lad tho
firat expedition to explore the country
from the Missouri river to the Rocky
mountains on the lino of the Kansas and
Groat Platte rivers. In 1845 he
Yed another expedition across the Racky
mountains and the Sierra Nevadas to tho
Paoilic const. The preliminary expedi-
tions, which wero followed by tho migra-
dion of the Mormons into Utah during
the yoars that succeedod the annexation
of California, led to the establishmoent of
the overland stage route and pony ex.
press.  In 1861 congress chartered the
Pacific telegraph, of which Ylward
Creighton of Omaha, was the chief pro-
jootor and builder, and who, upon ita
completion, July 4th, 1862, located its
The Pacific tele-
graph was the foreranner of the Pacific
railoay.  While the Pacific telegraph
was uadar construction, the Paoitic rail-
voad bill was penling in congress, and
only four days bafore the electric spark
Hashed across the continent in one con-
tinuous cironit, the Pacilic railroad net
war signod by President Lincoln,

The twentieth anniversary of the
breaking of ground at Omaha for the
first railway across tho continent ovcurs
on the 21 of Decembor, 1883,

That day marks an important epoch
not only in the history of Omaha, but
alio in the history of the Unibed States
and tho entire North Amaricancontinent,

The Ber colubrates this anuniversary
by presenting an extendod scoount of the
exurcises Lthat took place on that day

Ewenty yeoars wgo, in Omaha. Wo
also publish o brief history of the gi-

gautic undertaking, which has so matbo-
rially developed the western couatry and
oaused » rovolution in the oommerce of
the world,

TIB PIRST STEAM BAILROADH,

The first steam railroad in tho world
was the Darlington & Stockton, in Eng-
fand, o distance of 37 miles, comploted in
1825, wnd the fieat successful locomotive
was the Rocket,

The first raileosd in the United States
was the Baltimore & Ohio, work on
which was begun on the 4th of July,
1828, To Peter Cooper was doe the
ocoustruction of the first American loco-
motive, which was built for the Bali.

more & Ohin, to show that stenm might
bo adaptod toourved rosds. A trip made
to Ellicott's Mills, drawing an open car
fillad with the directors and othera, was
the first lund-journcy, by steam in
Amsrica,
l!agwenu the years 1828 and 1833, in
addition to the Baltimare swyars! other
roads wers started, among the namber
buing the Baltimore & Susquehagna, the
Oasmden & Amboy, the Now Castls &
Frenchtown, the Hudson & Mohawk, thy
Charloston & Augosts, the Boston &
Providence, snd the Boston & Lowell.
cee were the ploneer railroads of the
Po;u;gl:htsrt;m. 'l'l;er? was bat litde
of n great future conneotin
#ystoin; these roads wure nm‘lly prfﬁ
« Jooted o supply an imwediste necessity
~—4 fill up pr i au otherwise easily-
allable line of trausit. And even now

great linea of eormimo feation with lhn]
Miusinsippi valloy and the west are mulu}
up of pacta original’y having litule refer.
otice to each othor,
ean roade, oapo gally an tho west, have
been graduall ¢ called into existence to
suoply & naed they thammelves have
eroated, and which did not in the beg n-
ming exikty  The Baltimor: & Ohin and,
at o Iater date, tho Penmsylvania roawda
econneat g the Ohio with Baltimore snd
Philndelphin, the Malsla & ' hio, con
necting thet river with the Gulf of Mexi
oo, may be enllod the Tirst throngh lines
The neconsity of oconnecting mewly-
daveioped Pacific statos with the older
pody gave ring to the most extonded sys
tom of reconnsinsarco and survey throngh
a vast expance of monntainchain  and
dlesurt, as the plaine wore called, for the
detormination of practieabla routes, and
tinally to tho rapid eonstraotion of the
moat remarkable through lino of railway
in the world  In 1850
THE FIRKT PACIPIC RAILTOAD BILL

wna introduced into congress by Senator
Benton, of Missouri. The project of a
Pacifio railroid, however, had beon dis-
eussed at times for soveral years before
Souator Benton introduoed the initial
hill,  The idea was niot original with him,
and it is safo to say  that the idea was
anggosted to him by his son-in law, John
C. Fremont, the groat American pathe
finder, whose early explorations across
the continient are matters of well-known
history, whao in 1842 explored the South
Pass. Then followed soveral other ex-
peditions through the vast west, and he
surveyed a routo for a great road from
the Mississippi to San Francisco, After
the elose of the war of the rebellion he
ocoupied himaolf to a great extont in for-
warding the interests of a southern trans.
continental  raillway.  Incidentally it
uight be mentioned that had not the war
of the rebellion ocourred tho first trans-
continental railway wouald very likely
have been by & southorn rente, probably
starting from St. Lonis, In 18561, Hon, 8
Butler King submitted n plan which was
universally approved. It was to the
effect that the government should guar.
antes to any company or persons who
would undertake and complete the road
a net dividend of b percent for tifty or
one hundred years; the road to be con-
strustod under the supervision of an en-
gineor appointed by the governmuont, the
cost of the road not to excond a certain
aum, and the guarantee not to begin until
the road was completed and eijuipped for
operation.  In 1853 64 nine routes woere
surveyed across the continent on various
parallels, under the supervision of Jeffor-
son Davis, then secretary of war  With
each returning eession of congress the
benefits and peculiarities of thess several
routes wore submitted, and the results
were summarized In the interosts of the
extreme southern line. Finally it was
demonstrated that the route slong the
north side of the Platte river was tho
moat practicable.  In June 1857, n num-
ber of distinguished gentlomen from
various portions of the United States
visited Omaha and conferred with partioa
having in view the construction of the
Pacifie rond by way of the Platto valloy
and South Pass.  The visiting party con-
sisted of Col. Orr, of South Carolingg
Gon. Rabinson, John Covode. and Mer.
Bradshaw, of Ponnsylvania; Judge Bar-
ber, of Wisconsin; Col. Curtis, of Towa;
Mr. Hosmer, of Ohio; Mr. Pierce, of
Indiana, and others. They nmted ma
recommendation to eongress that such a
rensonible grant of land and other aid he
contributed as wonld prove a suffiviont
inducoment to build the road, and they
also recommendad the Platte valloy
routo.  The project of a Pacifie railroad
wis agitated at overy sossion of the
Nobraska territorial legislaturs, and it
became one of the most cherishod hopoy
of this new country.
During the session of the thirty-sixth
congress n Pacilio railroad committee was
appointed, and on the 20th of January,
18068, the committes, through Senator
iwin, of California, reported a bill
which proposed to loeats tho eastern
terminus road at xome point between the
Big Sioux and Kansas rivers, Tho hill
provided for the donation of alternate
suctions of land on each side of the road,
and 812,600 per mile, the same to be -
vanced, upon the complation of every 25
miles, until 825000000 should” be
reachoed; the amounta thus advanoed o
bo roturned in mail service and trans-
portation of men and munitions of war;
b per cent of the atock to be issued; the
Prosident of the United Staies to receive
hida and loeate the rond. Thebill, haw-
avor, was killed in the sonate. Another
effort wia made at the session of 1859-00,
when a new bill wos iatroduced by Mr,
Curtis, of lowa, which met with moro
favorable consideration, but with no
botter results.
On the evoning of January 20th, 1859,
a mooting of citizens of Omaha was held
in Piopesr block, at which a memorial
wii adopted which had been prepared at
A previous meoting by n sommittes con-
siating of Willlam A, Gwyer, (i. C. Mon
oll and A D Jones. This momorinl was
forwarded to Washington,
Thus the matter rested until Foliruary
fith, 1862, when Mr. Rollins, of Missouri,
by unanimous consint, introduced a bill
to aid in constracting a railroad and telo
graph line from the Missouri river to the
Pacific ocoan, and it was referred to the
Pacific railroad committeo, Tt was aub
stanlially the samo as that introduced by
Gon, Cartis at the previous aosmion, On
May Gth, 1842, the bill, with various
amendments, was paased by the house hy
a vote of 79 to 49, and was then sent to
the senste for coneurronce.
Docisive action was delayed until June
20th, when by a vote of U5 40 b, the bill
wis adopted and sent back to the house
The bill, sa amended by the senate, was
then adoptod by the house by a vote of
104 to 21. The bill was appraved July
1, 1862, when it becameo a law.  The hill
rovided among other things chat guite »

go number of persons, whose namos
were given, should be oreated intoa
body corporate and politio, in law and
desd, by the name, style and title of
THR UNION PACIFIO RAILROAD COMPANY.

The persons named wore from all sce-
tions of the north, the south belng then
in robollion.  Thoso from Nebraska were
Gilbert ©. Monasll, Augustus Kountse,
T. M. Marquotte, W. H. Taylor and
Alvin Sannders. At that time Sam.
Dailey, brother of Hon, William Dailey,
of Pora, Nobraska, was tho Noebrasks
dolegate in congross, and he it was who
had the name of Augustus Kountze in.
sortod iu the original charter, Mr
Kountze afterwards becoming one of the
government directors of the road Ju
addicion to the parsons aboye uatied fhe
bill provided for the appointment of five
cominissionere; also fur the laying ow
aud constructing a continuous railrow
aud telograph line from a point on the
100th weridinn between the [epubliean
river and the north wmargin of the Pldte
valley iu the territory of Nubrasks to the
western boundary of Nevads; and for the
amannt of the capital stock; fur the up-
poiotment of commissioners aud othor
uffiaurs; the election of directors; right of
way; donations of alteruste sections, ex
copt muneral lauds; the conveyunce «f
lands wpen completion of overy foriy

way be said that in general our presont

cansecative wilee; and the aus sud pay-

lndoed, the Aweri- |

—

went of Yonds therefor; the designation

'I(af tha rote; the time of o-n]‘ll[ljf.“l jon for

the wain line boing 18576 The land

mnt amountad to 12,000,000 ncres or
'{'J.{I'K) siuare milea, in alternate sections
within n breath of twenty miles on each
aide of the rosd, and along it entire
length,

An amendatory act direcled that a
meeting shonld bo held in Chicago on the
first Tuesday of Septerber, 1862, the
u]ijn-rl being to .~-.mp|..r.. the arganization
and the opening of books of subscription
to the capitd] wrock.  The mesting wis
acoordingly held, Gen Curtis, of lowa,
presiding, and Robert Fioney, of Penn.
aylvanin, and J K. Iobison, of Cali
fornia, acting as secrotaries.  There wers
soventy-three  commissionsrs  present,
The permanent  organization of the con.
vintion was effected by the elestion of
W. B, Ouden, of Illinois, na president,
wnd H, V. Poor, of New York, as secre.
tary, The great project was thoroughly
discussed, and a committes of thirteen
was appointed to  advise and co-operate
with the oficers,

THE FORMAL ORGANIZATION

of this national enterprise was projoectod
on the 20th of October, 1863, in the city
of New York. A board of directors was
eloctod, and two government directors
wero appointed, as follows:  George
Opdyke, John A, Dix, T C. Durant,
E W, Dunham, P. Clark, E.T. M
(iibson, J. F. D. Touvier, G. T. M
Davis, A. G. Jorome, Auguast Belmont,
l.. C. Clark, Charloa Tuttle, Henry V,
Poor, and George Griswold, Noew York
city; J. V. L. Pruyn, Albanv; E. H.
Honokrans, Glenn's Falla; A. A, Lowe,
San Francigeo; W, B. Ogden, aud J. F,
Tracy, Chicago; Nathaniel Thayer and C
A Lambard, Boston; . 8. DBushnell,
New Haven; J. H. Soranton, Scranton;
Jd. Edgar  Thompson, Philadolphia;
Ebenczer Conk and John E Henry,
Davenport; L. T. McConeb, Wilming-
ton, Del.; Augustus Kountze, Omaha;
Jolin 1. Blair, New Jersoy; 8. C. Pome-
roy, Kansas; John A. Dix, president; T.
0. Durant, vice president; John J.
Cisen, treasurer; and Henry V. Poor,
secretary.

THE NEXT HTEP

waa the scloction of the enstern terminus
of thoroad., At this time Omaha had no
railroad whatever, but thers were three
lines being built across the atate of lown
towards this point. The Burlington &
Missouri, now the Chieago, Burlington &
Quiney, wasin operation for one hun-
dred miles wostwaed from Burlington.
The Mussissippi & Missouri, now tho
Chicago & Rock Island, had roached
Grinnell.  The Chi smeo, lowa & Nobras-
ka, mow the Chicago & North.
western, was running to  Marshall-
town. Owing partly to the favor-
ablo  loeation  of  Omaha, which
was the objective point of the above
ronds, it was decid d  to make this city
the initial point of the Union Pacific
railroad, and on  Wednesday morniug,
Docomber 2, 1863, Peter A Day, the
chief engineer, roosived a tolegram from
Now York announcing that the President
of the United States had fixed the initial
point of the road on the **western hound-
ary of tho state of [owa, opposite Omnha,
and directing him to  formally break
ground. This was an important piece of
newa for Omaha, and the citizens deter
mined to inaucurats the work of the
Union Pacitic ratlroad on that very day,
and appropristely celebrate the event,

- e ——
[
™ E(NT\' YEARS AGO.

A Big Day in Omnha—Yreaking
Gronod for the Union Pacific—
Memorable speech of George
Francis Train,

It was rumored on Tuoesday, Docom-
bor 1st, 1863, that tho Union Pacific
railroad had been located by I’resident
Lincoln to start at Omaha, opposile
Council Bluffs, and that ground would be
broken onthe next day. This roport
stirred up eonsiderable excitoment. It
was tho canso of a big rash on that day
to the United Statesland oftice to secure
land near Omaha.  Parties wera unable,
however, to obtain land pearer than 16
milea from the city, and property in and
around tho city took a vary sudden riso.
Among other reports was ono that George
Francis Train would be in Omaha to
apeak at tho innugural of the Union
Pacific.

People waited with great anxiety for

thoe econfirmation of the rumors, and
when on the next day, Wednesday, Do.
combor 2d, the tolegram was rocoived
ordering Ehgineor Day to bresk ground
at Cainaha for the Union Pacific railroad
great oxoitoment and enthusiasm pre.
vailed throughou - the oy, which then
contained a population of luas than b,000
inhabivants

It was nn event to be colobrated in no
ordinary manner. It wis to be the lay.
ing of tho corner-stone of tho grandest
atructuro of the sge o structure which
should unite the Atlantic sud Pacific—
the eaast and the west—which would do
mors to develop the resourcos of the
oountry than wll othor nzencics combined,
and become the great transcontinentsl
highway for the transportaton of the
pooiplo aud merchandwe of the various
nations of the earth. Lt 18 safe to say,
Lhowever, that not all the peoplo ol
Umaha had unbounded faith in the en.
torprise, but there were some who hud
the utmost contidency in its eventual suc-
cess, but none belivved that it would bo
completod in 80 remarkably a short tim:
as 1t was,  The colebrution, although sl
wost entirely impromptu, was partici.
pated in by & laego erewd of the oitizens
uf Ownha, and it proved an enthusiastic
HUCOUAS,

The following commmittoe of RTTANe-
ments was appoinied in loss than an
Lour after the reccipt of the telegram:
Augostus Kourtze, Foos Lowe, John
MoUaormick, A. J. Hanscom, 13, F. Lish-
baugh, A. J. Poppleton, John 1 Rodiok,
Ezra Millard, B, Exterbrook, B, B Tay-
lor, Goorge M Mills, W. P, Sapp, Juako
Lowe, O. P, Hurford, Edward Creighioy,
J. J. Beowa, and Goorge B. Lake. Me.
A J. Hanscom was appointad prosident
of the day. The com uittes hastily ar-
ranged & programms of exercises, and
tixed the hour for the ceremonios nt @
o'olock in the afteruoon. It was o plons.
ant day, the sun shiuing hrightly and the
thurmometer indicatiog 44 above zoro,
BAt the hour named a crowd of aboyt
LU paople sssembled and marched
down to the place whors the ground was
to be formally broken. This apit was
noar the ferry landing and the “old tels.
graph poles,” nor far feom the point
where the waler works aro now Losstsd.
Fhia initial peint of the Union Pacilic
has long sinos been washod awa Ly the
Missouri viver, together with n{muz 0N
utla of the tirst track luid, which was
inclisded i the m ssurement of the gt
twonty wilea.  For this tirest wmile, ne
waull as for wvery mile, the Union Pacitio
Ir-w-‘wrd 16,000 wud 12,000 aeres of
andl,

A stage-comch belonging to the West.

ern  Stage company econveyed to the
scone & number of prominent men,
among the party being Edward Oreigh
ton, Governor Sannaers, George Fraocis
Train, Joseph Shepard, division super-
intendent of OXpross, (who is now the
goneral superintendent of the United
Htates express) and De. Atohison, gen-
oral stage avent at Oinaha,

The exercises wern opened  with
prayer by the Rev T. B Lemon, who
omitted the prayer for the President of
the United States, the reason being that
Mre I.-’mnu WAN B atrong damoorat, Hao
hns sinee changed his politics, and s now
a radieal ropublican.

The first varth was romoved by G owver-
nor Saunders and Mayor B E BB Koo
nedy, of Omaha, and Mayor Palmer, of
Uounell Blufs, assisted by  Augustus
Kountze, Engineer Doy, Georgs Francois
Peain, Dr. Atchiaon, and othera.  Guns
wore lired, and duafoning  choors aroso
from the assemblage. One brass six-
pounder was stationod on the Nebraska
bank of the Missourt river, and another
wan lueatod on the opposite bank, and
during the exercises they were fired at
freqnent intervala,

Governor Saunders mado
speech. He then read n
from Col. John Hay, private secre.
tary to President Lincoln, Mayor
Kennody nextupoke; and read a dispatoh
from Mayor Opdsyke, o New York.
The following waa

MAYOR KENNEDY'R RPRECH:
Mr. Pemident nnd Fellow Citizens: 1
hold in my hand a telegram from  the
Hon, John A. Dix, president of the groat
Uanion Pacific [Wilrond company, and it
becames my ploasurable duby to road it
to you on this important oceasion. | Che
dispatch will be found below together
with others. ]
Fullo# Citizons: [ see yon areall elat:
ed and buoyant. I sco an expression of
yladness in your countennnossand an ap
parent relief from tho awful susponss
which has overshadowed you for the past
fow months; but it requires no great of-
fort to divine this great and sudden
change. Thoe breaking of ground and
the insuguration of the great Union P
cific ratlway have just taken place hara,
in front of your infant city., This is a
momentous peeasion, 1t is an epoch in
the history of this eountry, and I eon.
gratulate you that this great national ep.-
terprise ia entored upon, and that upon
this second day of Dozember, 1863, this
bond of union is inangurated —the iron
belt that is to unite the East with the
West, and the North with the South
through all coming time.
Speeches were also made by Dr. G, C,
Monell and Hon. A, J. Popplaton, of
Omaha, A. V. Lanmer, of Council
Blutls, George B Luke, George Francis
I'rain, aad “others, all being hstened to
with a great deal of interest,

HON A J. POPPLETON S SIEFCH.
Fellow citizens of Omaha and Coun-
eil Rluffa: On the 13k of O:tober,
1854, anvout 7 o'clock in the evening, 1
was set dowr by the Wostern Stage comn-
pany at yonder city of Couneil Blutly
At the rising of tho aun on the following
morning, [ elimbed to the summis of one
of the blutls, which overlook that pros.
perous and entecprising town, and took
one long snd lingering ook across the
Missourt at the beautiful site on which
aow sots in the full vigor of business,
social and religions lifs, the youthful
but thriving and this day juahilant city of
Oumsha,  Eacly in the day I crossel the
river, and along a narrow path cut by
gome stalwart man through the tall rank
prairie grass, I wended ny wajy in search
of the postoffice. At length L found an
old pionoer seatod npparently in solitary
rumination upon & piece of hewn tiinber,
aud [ inguirod of him for the postofize
He replicd that he was the postinaster,
and would examine the oflice for my lot-
ters.  Thereupon he removed from his
hond & has, to say the least of it, soma-
what wveloran in appearance, and drow
from its eavernous depths the coveted
lettors.  On that day the wolves and the
Omahns were the alinost undisputoed Lords
of the soil, and the entire postal system
was conducted in the crown of this ven.
erablo hat! To-day mt least 40,000 radiant
faces gladden our streets, and the postal
sorvice sheltered by a costly  edifice,
atikkes its DBrinrian arms towards the
north, the south, the esst and the wost,
ponetrating regions then unexplored and
uonkoown and boearing the aymbols of
values thon hidden in the mountaing and
heneath the streawms, of which the world
in its wildeat vagacies had nevardreamed
Chen it took sixty days for New York
und California to communicaty with each
ather.  To-day San Franciaco and New
York,sittingupon the shores of the oceans,
3,000 miles wsunder, hold familiarc mverss,
Lron and steam awl lightning are daily
weaving their destinies woro ¢losely with
aadh otherand ura with theirs, as the
tntor-oonanic eity, whose commearee, trado
and treasures leave the last geoat navi-
gihle strenm in their migration from the
Atlantic to the Pacitic seaboard. It i4
natural, therefore, that you should Lift
up your hearts and rujoice.  And though
wu have witched for nine long years,
during which our forlunes have boen,
like Aatonio's treasuras, *‘mostly in ox-
pectancy,” wo at last press the cup in
tull frmition to our lips.  The lines have
indeod “Tallen to us in plaasant places,"
and, us 1 look upon the smiling faces be.
fore wo, T seom to read in thore happy
oxpression thy words of the prous poet:

Ltha firat
o84

“CThis is the day we long have aought,

Aud mourned bacauso wo found i not.”
All this, however, is but the personal
significanco of this great national enter.
prise to us.  To us it means prospority,
T the nation and wll ita people it baurs &
significancs woll expressed o a telogram
rocoived from Governor Yates, of Hlinois,
which I am requoestod ta read, [ The tel.
ogram 18 published o another place. ]

I estoom mysolf furtunate in their be.
my allowed to give ux":rutui-lls to thisen
oourne, tho groeting of the state of 1ili
nois, through its chiol exovntive vilicer

Lu this hour of sanguinary struggles,
when that geont and uniondoving state,
through that most  trusted fortuoste
chioftain, Gon Ulysws 8, SGrant, 18 hoel-
ing ita viotorious suns into thoe very vitaly
of the so-ealled confedoracy, sho still tinds
time to turp aside for ene beief momeut
and wish us G ol.speed in this wondoerful
work upon whih wo now gutor.

When thoae iron bads with which we
hope to gird tho econtinsut shall strateh
from sea to sea, they stund perpetusl
hostagos agasuse tho tereible calamitios of
uationa]l estrangement, disruption and
dismomberment. The act of congreas
watab ishing thia great eaterprise, shoald
have been sautled **An 4ot to promoate
the preservation of the Union, to
provent  national  dissolution, and
bind  tegother the  Atlante and
Paciic goasts by an lndisaoluble cove-
nant, to rosist and repel foreign agares-
sion. "’ Thare is not on all the Mississippl
and its tributarios, s citizen 8o oraven but
that woro the freo navigation of that no-
bloatraan, fron i@ source to its mouth,
deniod him, be would achieve it with the
aword. 8o will this highway of the world
ho the eommon bon of evary citizen, to
b chvrished and defendod with special
davorhm.

Standing here, at the initiation of this

etupendous enterprise, in this third yoar

|
of our civil war, let us devoutly priy

that the hour which witnesses ita con,ple.
tion may behold a rebellion f‘\l"“"'.mmn.
an Union restored, a constitniaon auim.
mired, civil liberty and the pursuit of
Lu;-pi-mn the inalienabla birthright of
the weakcest, the poorest and the lowliest
citizen in all our borders.  Then with
full hearts and bounding pulses wo may
Fonow the steain,
Sreat Giad, we think Thes for this goodly
hone,

Thin o eots birth-land of the froe,
Whare wondara froum afsr may comae

And breaths tha air of liberty;
Still many ise Howers unteampled spring,

Ite harvast wave sl citios rien —
And long ‘vl tima shdl fold his wing,

R imdn parth's lovelisat paeadio,”

- ——

the prime movers of this groat under-
taking, "I intend to let the Europoan
travelor get a new sensation, by standing
on the ridge pole of the American na.
tHon and Blllhllq off into the sea,” [_\l]v
plaure |

Already Iate daten from tho Ohinese
waters resch the Baropean markots vin
the Rocky mountains, and in 1870 toas
and silks will follow in the samoe way,
England langha at this. So sho laughs
at one reballion.  England ia not, never
hns beon, and nover will be the friond of
Amerien. Lot England remain a bully,
but God forbid that America continue to
be a toady.

Ameriey i3 a congress of nafions,

Huore are a fow stock points with which

Incide tali y we are reminded that Mr
Popploton s emnoction with the Union
Pacitic ns ita attorney bosan n few days
bofors he delivered the above apeesch
at the breaking of the ground, and he
has continued in tho sorvice of the com
paay ever pince, being now its general
attorney, and in the only general afticer
who has continued with the road from the
diy that the first spade of dirt was turned
over until the presant time.

EPERCH OF JUDGR LARIMER,

Ladies and Gentlemen: The heavens
ars verberating around ua and above us
from eannon planted on sither shore of
the rivor near by whizh divides the state
of lowa from your territory, but they
are not deluging the soil with tho blood
of fellow countrymen. No, it is another
cuuse in which they are spoeaking; it s
the cauae of progress, of civilization, of
peace, and this, the day we celebrate, is
one of its daya of trinmph.

Although I have thought and hoped
with you for years for the consummation
of the ovent wo are here to day to cele-
brate, and with which the intereats of
the people of Owmaha and Council Blutfs
havoe ever been 4o intimntely 1dentified,
yot it has remained until this day and
hour a subject of which wo could not
apeak with auy degree of cortainty. Dut
it is anid that the president, as he was
authorized to do, has designated this aa
u point, and that here on tho banks of
that turbid stream which rolls at our
fest—which takes its source thousands
of miles above us, when 1t s so amall
that a single ox would deink it dry of a
summer's day—is to be the crossing of
that great national thoroughfare which ia
to unite and bind together with bands
of iron the Atlantic and Pacifie, wo look
upon this as an event in the history of
this country and of opr poople as wurthy
of comoemoration, As yot this ia =«
sparsely settled country, but with all the
elemoents for the ereation of agricultural
woalth, which is the basis upon which all
othors rest, wo may now, by tha location
of the ruad, expect a large accession in
numbers,  With such a country as we
have here, with such a future as there is
bofore it, the udious relations of laud-
lord and tenant, which is only another
namea for that of master and slave, now
existing in the older states, will be placed
i process of gradual extinction, Hore
is the great northwest—the seat of em-
pive nud the land of imperial power—
the poor man of the eust may coms,
possess and enjoy aspot of this green
wnrth that he may call his own, and no
thirds or halves be exacted from his
store.  Aad they will come as others
have comea bafore them, for thers issaid to
ba a priseipal in man which has ever im-
pelled him toward the settingsun [t was
satd to have been this that took the patri-
arcns of old to the land of the Mediter
raneat, impelled Paul toseek Rome, Auy-
ustine the land of the Briton; nor was 1t
lost sight of when Colnmbuas planted the
banner of the cross in the new world,
nor whea the Mayiliwer east anchor in
the harbor of Piymouth. It has brouzht
you und me to the beautiful and fertile
prairies of the west, and with our cun-
try once more at peage with the world
anl with uself —for cvery star on that
emblem of vur nationality which floats
yonder a state, and every state a atar—
will bring thousands more to sujourn
with us,

Of the president of the United States
I would say that if many of his acts have
not given the samo satisfaction that we
may to-day feel for the part he has taken
in the location of the road, it would be
charitable to say that in other matters
he may not have had such consultation
and advisers as our friend Me. Doy, who
ran the line of our propose 1 Pacifie rail-
road, making this & torminus,
Ladies and genclemsn, for calling upon
me accept my thanks for the honor you
sought to confer on your neighboring
ciy. Council Bluffs,
George Frauncis Train, the great
onthusiast, made a  atirring  and
witty speech, which was groatly
onjoyed by the audience. In
his speech ho predicted that the Union
Pacilio ratlrond  would be completed bo-
fore she year 1870,  This was considered
a little too extravagant, and caused con-
siderable lauzhter, buat his prediction
camo true,  The following was
MIt. TEAIN'S #PEBCH:

I have no telegraphic dispatches to
read, no sentimoenta to recite.  Tho ofli
cnl busingss is ovor, aud ns | huppeu to
he lying aroutd lonas in this part of the
onuntry [laughter] at this particular time,
1t gives e a chaice to meot somo of the
live mon of Nuebraska at tho inauyura-
tion of the grandest enterprise under
God, the world has ever witneaaod, [Ap-
plonse. |
A muorica is the stage, the world is tho
audiencs of to day. While ouo act of
tho desmn repressnta the booming of
the cannon on the Rapidan, the Cumber-
Innd and the o CGraude, sonnding the
death knell of rebollious war, the noxt
scone records the b oming of esnuon on
hoth sides of the Missouri to celabrate
the grandest work of pesco that sver at-
sttractind the enorgioa of man, The
great Pacifio railway 13 commeneced, and
f you know the man who has hold of the
ailsir as weoll as 1 do, no donbt would ever
arise s to ita specdy oompletion. The

revident shows his good judgmsat 1o
l:lmliug the road whore the Almighty
placed tho signal station, at the churance
of a garden suvenhundradinilosin lengih
and twonty broad.  [Applauase |

Look at the foroe of natura here—
study the map aud poiut ont, if you con,
mmtﬁor place for the contral station of
tho world's highway,

The enterprise a3 national. 'Tia the
poopla’s ros No party  politics dare
obirude theie obpoxious festures into
this organizstion.  Tha diroctory is the
agont of the government in earrying out
the wishea of tho nation, Fone thous
a1l yoars ago the pyramids were startod,
buat they aimply repressnt ths wanity of
man, The Chiness wall wasgrand in con.
coption, bul builk only to break the tide
of invasion. The imperisl canal was gi-
gantic, but how limited all these things
appear in comparison to  an entorprise
that juins together thicty four states and
a dogon territorica, [Applausa ]

Bofora the first oenturey of thy nation’s
birth, we way sea injthe Now York depot
wome strangs Pacific rallway notice,

s Europorn pass ngars for Japan will
pft'.'u" tor ke the l'lr'y?n‘ freaitn

Passenger for China this way

Africon and Asiotie freight must e
didine iy morked: For Pekinvia Sun
Franc g0 ' | Laughter and applavss

“'Bre wn ypars go by,"” sald une

I have alwaya interlarded my Fourth of
July apoech:

That America possesses the bigeest
head and the finest quantity of breain in
the phrenslogy of nations. [ Applause |
That Humonity, a puking babe in Asia,
4 lazy school boy in Burope, came here
to Ameriea to air its magnificent man
hood, [Applause.] That Industry eame
out of Kgypt, then a tidal wave of timoe-
giving law from Rome; more centuries,
and Art aprings from France; later Com-
merco saila from Eugland, while Amerioa
was reserved to combine all the good of
the past—Induatry, Law, Art, Com-
meree, with the ;_;rmuler mission of rep-
resenting the grand Pacific railway idea
of progress.  [Applanse ]

Amoerica is twonty-one years of nge.
She should discharge the wot nurse,
[ Loaughter. |

I despise a toady. Let us build up a
mother eountry of our own. Lot the
ory go out—"Down with England and
up with Amoriea!" [Loud cheers. )

When they apoko of onr national deht
I asked them what right Encvland had to
monopolize the entire national debt of
the world, [Laughter.] 1 told them
Deo volents: that one of these days we
wonld roll up a national debt that would
make them  ashamed of themselves,
[Loud laughter and applause] And
while upon this point I may mention that
the Pacttie railaay is but another name
for a monater national proapecting party
to open up the mines of the mountains
Ono doy a dispatch will como in, “*Wo
have tapped a copper mine ten milea
suare:” another day, *““Wa have just
opened another vein of coal;” Iater on,
“Wao stenck another iron mountain this
morning;” when, Eurcka! a telegram
electrities the speculatora in Wall stroot,
and gold draps below par: [Laughter.]
At 10 o'clock this morning we struck o
pick into a mountain ot solid gold."”
[Cheers.] Now here is tho idea, The
moment this is done T shall hasten to
Mr. Chuse, to have him take possession
of the government, organize a mining
bureau, and arrange his plans to pay off
the national debt without laying taxes
upon the shoulders of the people. [Loud
applauszo | Mr, Chase’s broad grasp of
finmico will avizn at onca the vitality of
the idea.  He will be pleased to learn
that his greenbacks are as good as gold
in this part of the world.

The Pacific railroad is the nation and
the nation is the Pacitic railway. La-
bor and capital shake hands to-day. The
lion and the lamb sleep together. The
vepresentatives of labor are all around
me in the west. The ropresentatives of
capital are in the east. The two united
mark the ora of progress. Steam, gas
and electricity are the Liborty, Fra.
ternmity and Equality of the people.

Cavalry, infantry and  artillery
is only the Frenchman's mot-
to. [Lasughter.] The world is on

the rampage. Events are earth.
quakes now. Two things are likely to
happen abont the time this railroad is
completed. Two passengers —both Amer.
icans—take a special car over the route.
One goes out a3 Punjaub of Mexico, the
other as emperor of China. [Cheers and
laughter |

America lias built 40,000 miles of rail-
road for the same money that England
paid for her 10,000, Now congress passea
a bill making the capital stock of the
company one hundred millions.  That
would have huilt the Great Fastern, the
Thames tunncl, the tubular bridgs, the
crystal palace, the mosque of Omok, 1i-
ana of the Ephesians, ['sughter.] the
pyramida, (if they used an American on
gine in howting the stone, ) and Pomnpey’s
pillar. [Laughter and chvers. | Gougrena
gives sumothing toward buitlding  this
great national thoroughfars —nol much,
but something; say a loan of gavernmont
eredit for 30 years, for 16 000amile and
20,000,000 acren of land, Dat whot s
that in theao times? Iend statistics of
what they did whon the bill was signed.
I have statistics that nhow these facta:
Cist of wight Now Eagland roads, 1,112
miles, £35,000 per mile; cost of cight
middlo states ronds, 4,120 miles, $42.500
per mile; cont of 14 woestorn roads, 4,484
miles, $37.000 per mile. Thess wore
waore built before the inflation of the cur-
rency.  The lost great rond built, the At-
Inntio & Gront Wastern, tho middle link
of the great broad-gauge track that cov-
ors half . coutinunt, coat 246,000 por
mile  These figures prove that congress
onght to add the incroased price of lubor
and matorial to the grant. The iron alone
coata 10,000 por i, and the rolling
stock, tiem, &c., $5,000 wore, loaving
nothing for grading, bridges and stations.
Fortunately, however, no one opposes
the enterprise, however divided on other
points  No party could live in opposi-
tion to opening up the avart of tho coun-
try.

My idea s that the nhares, $1,000, aro
tio high, They should be redused to
$100, and subscriptionsshould bo opened
in every town of H00 inhabitants, Lot
the laboring man have one aYare; make
it the people’s road in renlity. Thou-
sands would subsceribe if tho shares wero
recluced in price. [ Applause.] Wonld
you not recommend congreass to do this?
[Yea | Well, eongress will shortly ba in
wasion, and now s your time to act, for
100 milos of road must be opened by
uoxt fall, for § am told that 10,000 work-
men will be at it in midsummer, [Loud
applanso | Already the sngincers are in
the mountaios and the geologists are
probing for the precious metals. Go in-
tn Cecighiton’s office and see tho one hun-
drod and fifty pounds of gold a miner
sont him from Idaho yesterday. [Ap-
plwes | If I have spoken more than five
minutea it in your fanlt, [t'.iug of go on,
uun:g'; Tho ladics command, [ nlll.-}‘.
As Wubster said st Bunker Hill, ** Whaoa
the Indios take hold of the stones the

a nine hundred thousand dsllar lot in
the Platte valley.

While alrendy Amerien possesses one-
half the common sense, threesfourtlin the
enterprise, and seven-cichiha the beauty
of the world, [lowd chivera], ean snyone
doubt in looking st the geological ‘m-.-'-
tion of this pratiie land, thatAmerica was
the old world when Europe, Asin and
Afrien wore merely iwlnnds that dotied
tho enstern gons, The deluge theory of
Adin Minor ia absurd.  They cut a little
channel 10 ancient times hotween  Asin
and Barope—the Dardenclles—and ele-
vating the Muditereancan by turning the
Black and Caspinn sens. the water over-
lowed Syrin and the ark grounded, but
i our time Naoah sould not get eommand
of & one horse gun-boat, or a wilitar
prison.  [Lend Isughter.] Stand hig
up on the summic of this continent and
you will see when thoe grand deluge
| covered the world, One wave madoe the
Rocky mountaine and then the Alle.
ghanies, leaving one thousand miles of
tive feot prairio soil to raise corn for the
atarving world,  [Apuolause.] One por-
tion of the water wound its way by the
Missouri and the Misswsippi to the sea,
and another by way of the 5t, Lawrence,
the Atlantic oconn depnsing those inland
sons of fresh water, Lakes Michigan,
Huron, Superior, Outario and Erie,
along the road and makiog a plateau of
boundloss prairie, expressly for the track
of the great Umon Paofio railway of
Ameriea,  [Loud cheers.] One more
stock iden,  As sure ns the rainbow is
the autograph of Guod, the Union must
and  shall bo  preserved, {[A[-;llaunu.]
Man bhns inade theso groat lines of rail-
way to run esat and west, but God,
thinking man might blunder, was Hia
own topographical engineer, and took the
precantion to buwild the mountains and
the rivers north and south; and what God
hing put  togother Jot uo ambitious ple-
bian i the north or rebol traitor i the

south dure  to tear asunder. [ Loud
choera. ]
Upon the conclusion of Mr. Train's

speach the crowd dispersed, being well
satistied with thoafternoon's proceedings,
an account of which was tolegraplied to
eastern papers by Mr. Train and My, E,
Rosswater,

In the evening the city was brilliautly
uluminated and a grand railroad

HANQUET AND BALL

took place at the Herndon house, which
has since boeome the keadquarters of the
Union Pacitie.  Therewere in sttendance
about 7 couples,  Supper was servod as
1:30.  George Francia Train was among
the guests. Hoe was then a fine looking
man, about five feet ten inchoes in height;
of rather corpulent build, blue eyes,
prominent nose, and dark curly hair,
streaked here and there with gray.  He
appeared to be about 35 vears of ape.
His talk finpressod his hearers as heing
rather extravagant, but it was pleasant
to listen to him as he was a fine speaker.
Dispatches of congratulation and encour
agement wera recetved, and  read from
Brigham Young, from the mayor of Den-
ver, and from Governor Stanford of Cali
fornia, and also from Hon. Willism H.
Seward, Governor Yatea of Illinois, and
other prominent men.  Thus ended the
2d of December, 1863, one of the most
important and eventful daya in the his
tory of Omuha and Nebraska.
THE DISPATOHES

which were received and road on thal day
were as follows:
FROM MAJOR-GENERAL JOHN A, DIX,

New Your, Decemibor 1.
To Committea of Arrangements of the Union Pacifle
oMl
The inanguration of the Union Pacific
cailroad, the great enterprise of the West-
ern Hemisphere, whether considered in
reference to its commercial importance ox
ita intluence ns a bond of union, is to
push on to completion with all the rapid
ity which a command of means will per.
mit, and I copgratulate those who are to
be present at breaking groundon the ear
ly commencement of the work,

Joux A, Dix.

FROM PRESIDENT LINCOLN.
New Yok, Decembeor 2, 1864,
Jommitten of Arrangements, ete.  To Major
Cinneral Dix:
Gresknar—I have not been permitted
unttl to-day to present to the president
your commanieation of the 23rd of No
vounber,  He directa mo to expreas his
dovp regret that his illness will prevens
him from giving expression to the pro-
found wnterest he fsels in the success of
a work wo vast and beneficial oss that
which you are about to inaugurate.
I have the honor to be,

Your obediont servant,

Jous Hay,
Asaistant Private Soerotary
FROmM MAYOIL OPDYKE.
Mavow's Ovrrer, )
New Your, December 1, 1867, f
Cotomitton of Arrangoments, Union Paellw
Iallrond:
May this the greatest work over pro
Jected i any auo or eountry, prove @
lmsting bond of political and commvroinl
union bitween the Atlantic and Pacifie
states.  VYery respoctfolly,
Your obedient servant,
Gronue OPpvee,
Mayor.
FLOM YUECRETARY RAWARD,

SraTE DErakT™MEST,
Wasmixarox, Nov, 24, 1853, }
Committen of Arrangemonts--To Genorsl Joho
A, Dix, President of the Union Pacifie
ailroad, Now York:

My Dear ste—Your kind note invit:
ing me to attend the ceremony of break-
ing ground for tho Union Pacilic rail-
road in  Nebraska has  just  heen
roceived, FPor the tirst timne, as I think,
since the foundation of the governmens
the foreign rolations of the country oeen
py tho attention of this department so
constantly th.t its head is often obliged
to forego customary good officesaud cour-
tenios toward loyal citizens, who are en.
gaged in developing the resources of the
gountry and establishing its dowmestic in
terosta. For this reason T can reply to
fa_nr invilati.n only vory hastily aurl very
srietly.  Of courss 1 eannot go to Ne-
brasks aud therofore I st decline
With your brave help and that of yooy
armed companions on sva and land, 7
hope we shiall soon put down this wretch-
od and  wicked insurrection agninst the
Union,  With one half of oar capitalists
n'lul our free and loyal laboring men the
Union Pacific railrcad can, and 1 hopo

montument will rise.” [Laughter ] Go |
forth then, and carry out the seriptural |
injunction, ever multiply and make the |
socession wilderness bloasom like the !
union rose. Inan age like eurs, this

ahonld be a standing toast with all good !
union men: The Iadies, msy they bal
united —to a man.  [Louvd applause and

laughter. ]

Tmmigration will soon pour into these
valleyn, Ton millivus of swigranta will
sottle in this golden land in 20 years. IfI
I had pot lost all iy CHOTYY,
ambition, and entorprise, 1  would
take hold of this imwmigration schemo, but
the fact ia I have gone too fast, wnd to
day am the beat played-out man in the |
country. ll.oughtcr! Howoever, if
the pow knew I wasont here I bulieve
he wauld send me a comnission to s
tablish & Catholic colonisation society on

will, be extended to the Paciio ocean,
When this shall have boen  done, soces
ston will be rendored forsver afterwards
tupracticable, Thore will be no fulerum
for the lover of treawon to reat upon.
Faithfully Yours,
Witniam H Egwanp
FROM GOYERNOL YATES,
Br, Niodovas flures, New Yors |
Decoruber 1, a6y,

Cominittes of Arrangements Unlun Pecifio

rallecad.  To Mavar Gousral Jobu A, Lha,

presbilent of the Unlon Pacifie rallrond cow-

any

Son -1 have regarded the enterprisg of
bailding the Uniun Pacifie rallrond ue
of the otmast national  dwporiae
While in congress, when opporienity
offerad, 1 urged ita necesaity, and i3 iy
with pucullar pleasure that [ learn thnt
the building of the road, a0 long delayed




