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Colon, C, Z—If you wish to hear
“language,” just say “Cucaracha" te
one of the engineers engaged in bulld-
ing the central division of the Panama

canal.
Cucaracha In BSpanish means a
cockroach. In the Canal Zone It

means the greatest of the numerous
slides that have made the completion
of the Culebra cwt so different and so
expensive. Why that slide was named
the cockroach I could not discover.
Certalnly even the Panamanian cock-
roach I8 not so large, and he moves
much more swiftly,

Before the first French company
quit operations in 1889 the Cucaracha
began to slide, and it first gave the
Americans trouble in 1905, the second
year of their work on the canal. DBe-
tween then and July 1, 1912, nearly
3,000,000 cuble yards of material was
removed from the canal because of
it. The slide had broken nearly 1,900
feet from the axis of the canal, and
covered an area of 47 acres., Laat fall
the engineers were congratulating
themselves on having the cockroach
stopped, but In January 1t started
moving agaln, and nearly covered the
bottom of the cut,

“What 18 going to be the cost of
that slide to the United States?” 1
asked Colonel Goethals as we stood at
the edge of the Culebra cut and look-
«d acroes the chasm to where the
steam shovels and hundreds of men
were laboring to remove the wvast
mass of earth and rock.

*Well,” the chief engineer replied,''our
estimate Is that by the time it is all
cleared up it will have required the
expenditure of about $5,000,000 more
than the cut would have cost If the
slide had not occurred. It is still mov-
ing, and has broken so far back that

Glant Steam S8hovel,

now we are shoveling the crest away
from the canal in order to relieve the
pressure from above, Before the move-
ment in January began the excavation
in the cut at that point had been
carried to within 15 feet of the canal

. bottom. Digging out that 16 feet of

material removed the support of the
Cucaracha, and down it came, II we
could have turned in the water and
taken out the 16 feet with dredges, 1
think the pressure of the water would
have done much to prevent the slide.”
“What of the future?” I asked. "ls
there any danger of slides occurring
after the canal 18 opened?”
“Absolutely none, 1 belleve,” he an-
swered. "“"When the excavating and
dynamiting have ceased and the wa-
ter is in, it will be quite safe. We
bave the slides and breaks mapped
out as far back as there is any Indi-
cation of their extending, and are
working back to those llnes. It is
merely & matter of peralstency and pa-

~tlence.”

“When will the watsr be let Into
the cut?"

In October,” replied Colonel Goe-
thals. “But there will be no celebra-
tion over the event. That one in Jan-
uary, 1015, is giving us enough worry,
and we don't forget the premature and
ridiculous celebration by Ferdinand de
Lesseps many years ago. We will just
turn the water in—that’s all, Then we
can complete the excavation there
with suction dredges, which will do
the work cheaply and rapldly.”

“And when will boats be passing
through the canal?”

“That I cannot say, but the soconer
the better, for the operating crews
wmust be properly tralned before that
Jaouary celebration. 1 wouldn’t have
an accident occur for anything, If we
cannot have commercial vessels going
through before then, I shall ask the
government to send naval vessels
through, so the operating forces can
get the experience. Anyhow, I want

to sea the canal opened to commerce
as soon as posslble, for it Ia revenue
1 am after.”

Anmother day I stood wltl: Col, D, D.
Galllard, the engineer of the central
division, outside his office in Empire,
and watched his army laboring in the
cut, the completion of which has
been Lils biggest task and greatest
glory. Right at our feet a big aren
had sunk down 70 feet in a night, and
it there had not been warnings of the
break a wing of the colonel's office
bullding would have gone down with
it. “We had just time to remove that
wing,” sald he, “and my office force la
rather nervous now, for there are
three blg cracks under the main bulld-
ing. 1 expect it, too, will bhave to be
torn down very soon.

“These slides used to make us rath-
er despondent, for it seemed as if they
never would stop, but the progress
we are making this year has cheered
up the operating forces again, and
we can seo the end of the task. The
slide and the break are quite differ-
ent. In the former the earth slides
at an angle down a sloping face of
rock, and in the latter the mass sinks
straight down and at the bottom
bulges out into the channel. Along
both sides of the cut you can see nu-
merous small slides and breaks. Those
are In pockets in the rock wall, and,
annoying as they are, they only need
cleaning out. The Cucaracha started
as a slide and now it 1s both a slide
and a break.

“Incidentally, that cut should be a
great place for geologists. I have
found In it every kind of rock except
granite, and many Interesting fossils
and petrification have been discover
ed there. In one stratum through
which we cut there were found a great
number of teeth of prehistoric varie
ties of sharks.”

“What {s your opinion concerning
the date when the canal will be ready
for commerce?' I asked,

“If 1 had my say,” sald the colonel
emphatically, “not a commercial ves-
sel would be allowed in the canal un-
til it 1s absolutely complete down to
the smallest detall. In some of the
many safety devices were not in op-
eration and an accident should result,
the canal would get a black eye from
which it might not recover for a long
time. Officially, the time for the com-
pletion of the canal i{s still January
1, 1915. It may be done before that
date, but In March of this year thera
was still about $50,000,000 worth ol
work ahead of us,

“We who have been digging the
canal and are still here in positions of
responsibility—I mean the members
of the Isthmlan canal commisslon—
are rather fearful concerning that part
of the Adamson bill which permits
the president to dissolve the commis-
glon whenever in his judgment the
canal {8 near enough to completion.
We feel that it would be extremely
unjust not to allow us to remain ‘on
the job' until after the grand formal
opening in January, 1816. It would be
much like permitting a boy to com-
plete his university course, and then
taking him home before he recelves
his diploma."

And then Colonel Galllard sald some
things about Mr, Taft's efforts to put
into effect that clause last January,
which must have made the ex-presi-
dent's ears tingle a bit

“The Culebra cut is like a three-ring
circus, I don't know which way to
look,” sald one visitor to the zone,

It is ihdeed a scene of wonderful ao-
tivity. Glaot steam shovels are scat-
tered through (t, scooplng up enor-
mous masses of rock and earth; on
bhalf a doren tracks on as many dif-
ferent levels snorting and pufing loco.
motives are swiltly drawing loaded or
empty dirt trains; along the ledges
are batterles of steam and com-
pressed air drills, making holes for
dynamite; suddenly there is a toot-
tooting of a steam whistle, a hundred
men scurry to shelter, and a dynamite
 blast fills the alr with sound and dirt
and rocks,

Watching the steam shovels (s a fa-
vorite occupation of visitors who ven-
ture down into the Culebra cut, They
seem almost human, and do a vast
amount of work. Thelr dippers hold
five cublc yards of material, weigh-
ing on an average a little more than
three tons. This spoll is emptied Into
cars of several kinds, Flat cars with
one high side are unloaded by plows
that are drawn the length of the train
by cables upon & winding drum. The
others are dump cars, the largest of
which are operated by compressed alr
from the locomotive, The trains haul

the spoll from the cut to dumping
grounds, which on an average are
about 12 miles distant. Bome 18,000,
000 cuble yards of this material was
used as filling for the long breakwa

ter at the Pacific entrance.

AOMANGE T0 ORDER

Why Barbara Was Married In
the Old Blue Gingham
Aﬂalr.

ly IUOANNI GLENN.

Barbara had listened for the sound
of Lucy's light feet too many times
not o know who It was coming along
the road behind her, but she did not
turn until Clark Townsend drew up
and called cheerfully: “Let me take
you home, Barbara?”

“1—1 did not know you would care
to, Clark,” she lu-s!ulud. flushing,

“Of course 1 care 10, he sald, lift-
Ing her in earefully and gathering up'
the relns again,

For a time there was silence save
for Lucy's fegt on the soft wood road.
The girl was evidently too i1l at ease
to sprak.

“1 have you in a trap at last, haven't
17" the mun smiled, covering her cold
little hand with his blg warm one.
“"And I'm not going to let you Ego,
Barbara, until you tell me what it has
all been about.”

“What do you mean?” asked Dar
bara.

"l guess you know what 1 mean.
What happened all of a sudden that
you should send me this?* He took
carefully from an inner pocket a fold-
ed paper out of which' something
dropped that shone In the twilight
“"How do you suppose | felt to see my
girl running round with that artist
chap? 1 really think that 1 deserve &
better explanation than 1 have had.”

“Oh, Clark,” she walled suddenly,
“you do—but I'm afraid 1 cannot make
you understand. 'I—just couldn't mar
ry you?”

"Of course not, Barby dear, If you
did not love me enough. But I though
you did—I thought—well, never mind.
What came up, anyway?"

“Nothing—that is the trouble, 1
could not endure It! Nothing hap-
pened to me, no experiences like oth-
er girls have. People have told me
since 1 was & child that I ought to
marry Clark Townsend. When 1 told
mother we were engaged, she sald,
‘Why, of course. ['ve known It this
long time. I've got everything plan-
ned about the wedding and your
housekeeping.' 1 had been so happy
before 1 told her, but after that 1 cried
mysell to sleep—you couldn't know
about that, Clark. But that was the
beginning."

“No, 1 did not know,"” Clark admit-
ted.

“Everybody knew, before we did
ourselves, that we ought to be mar
ried at Christmas so that Brown could
move off your place the first of Jan-
uary. And they knew we would spend
our honeymoon with your sister Grace
in Plainsbqro. I planned out the dear
est kitchen all buff and blue, but when
1 mentioned It mother insisted noth-
ing was 8o good as drab, aud settled
the matter by getting me a set of
those wretched gray cooking things
that I've always desplsed.

“1 do not know what you will think
of me, Clark, but that Is the truth
about It! It seemed as If I just
couldn't endure it—to be married ac-
cording to rule, and just to settle down
afterward and live by rule. [I've lived
that way all my life and I know what
it means—I dldn't dare try to endure
el

“But that doesn’t explain that artist
fellow that bhas hung round you all
summer, Does he fill the blll better
than I did, Barbara?” .

“There has been this one comfort,
at least, no one has known what to
expect. And mother has been fu-
rious!"

Young Townsend watched the girl
hurry up the path to the side door of
the big farmhouse with a whimsical
smile. Yes, he could see how her ex-
Istence had been depressingly matter
offact for a romantlc young thing
like Barbara Shepard. The unlovely
severity of the comfortable house told | |
ite own story; Its exterior prepared
one for a drab kitchen with gray
utensila,

“Lacy.” he sald, shaking the reins
affectionately over the sleek back of
his favorite gray, “that child is long-
ing for romance in her gray little life,
and I take It, it's"0p to us to produce
the goods!"

“Barbary,” sald Farmer Shepard
next mornlng, looking severely at his
pretty daughter, "didn't 1 see Clark
Townsend's .gray mare out horo by
our gate last night?™

“Very Illkely you did, dad. He
brought me home from the Pine
road."”

“Well, 1 don't want to see him here
again, do you undnnund‘r" with ris-
ing irritation,

“Why, Hiram,” expostulated his
wife, are you cragy? There aln't a!
nicer young man anywharn round than | t
Clark!"

“Just the same I'm not golng to
have him hanging round Barbary, and
1 want you both to understand t.”

“Then you'd better tell him so,
yourself,” retorted Lhat young person.
indignantly. *“I certainly shal)l not.”

“l bave told him, young lady,”
roared her Irate parent, “and now I'm
telling you! And I want this the last
word on the subject. You and Clark
had everything fixed up between you |
and you were not satisfled. [ don't
know who was to blame, and I don't
care, but I'm not golng to have that
fool business gone through with again.
I told him 1'd fill him full of bird-shot

it 1 caught him round here again, and
1 guess he knew whether | meant it |
or not!"

“Well, of all things,” cried the|
amazed Mrs. Shepard when her hus-
band's angry footsteps dled away In
the direction of the barna. "1 luum

varbare, we had Desl Duaol L«
little for & day or two. And for good-
ness sake, don't mention Clark Town
send’'s name tiil this spell has worn
off!”

Late that evening Darbara sat at
her window thinking of Clark, whe
was forbidden even her front gate
when his voice called softly from be
low: “Barbara, come down, just fos
& minute."

“Oh,” she whispered frantically, “ob
Clark, please go away!"

"Not until you come down, please’

Trembling, Barbara made her wa)
through the silent house and let her
self nolselessly out at the unused
front door. “What made you come?’
she sobbed nervously, when the young
man loomed cloge in the darkness. "I!
father finds you here he'l¥ never for
give me and | do not know what he
will do to you. What has happened)
llr—-he threatened to shoot you if yot
| came here again.  Please pleaso ge
away, quick!'”

"You mean you do not want me te
stay, Harby "  For answer, Harbard
clung to hitn very satlafactorily. "Lis
ten, dear, 1 can't glve you up like
this. Why, we love cach other, do wa
not, Mttle girl?"

“Oh, yes; but what s the use?”

“There is this much use; we are
golng to be married tomorrow. Now
listen: 1'll be down here at the bend
in the rond at twelve, sharp. You
must manage to get away while they
are at dinner. If | can once have you

in the rig, I'il put up Lucy against any
horse {n this neighborhood!"
“But Clark,” tremulously, “where

can we live? Father will never have
us here after this!”

“leave that to me. Just you prom-
ise to be there. Here In a rope, Barb;
pack your sultease and let it down to
me. You'll probably have to be mar
ried In that blue gingham affair you
WeAr mornings.”

Barbara stole breathlessly back to
complete her preparations, and not
untll she knew Clark was safe on bie
homeward way did she lay her head
on the window sill and sob the happl
eat tearn of her uneventful life,

Dinner was prepared early at the
Bhepard home next day that the farm:
er and his wife might go to town. It
was with the utmost difficulty that
Barbara escaped at the appointed
hour. "By jove,” cried Clark as he
swung her Into his buggy, “your folks
have turned into the road. It's golng
to be a close call!”™ And Lucy shot
off as If she realized the part she bad
to play.

But the license was safe In his
pocket, nnd the minister's door stood
open. Clark just held her hand a lit-
tle tighter when volces sounded out-
slde and Farmer 8hepard and his wite
came In breathlessly, as the ceremony
began.

“Barbara Shepard, what a looking
bride,” sobbed her mother, when the
minister's volce had ceased. “Now |
guess you can see, Hiram; you've al-
ways thought 1 was too steady with
her! She's got her head, now, and
mercy knows where ghe will stop.”

“Never mind, mother,” soothed the
farmer with astonishing good-humor.
“It's up to Clark to manage her, and
I'm not worrying about him, any!"

(Copyright, 1013, by the Mct'lure Nows
paper Syndleate.)

Sclence of Detection,

There had been a bold, brazen rob
bery in the jam cloget. Evidence ol
haste was plain, splotches of jam be
ing everywhere, When the owner ol
the jam made the discovery that she
had been robbed, she spent no time or
effort in futile speculation. She took
prompt and practical steps, She
gearched in the epilled jam for finger-
prints and found them,

“Hah!" she chuckled In the best
Sherlock Holmes manner, “1 shall have
the thief in five minutes." Bhe went
to her bedroom and took from a bu.
reau drawer four squares of paper.
They were labeled respectively: Wil
lle's thumbprint; Helen's thumbprint;
Tommy's thumbprint; and a fourth—a
very little one—RBaby's thumbprint,
| Quletly she took them to the Jam
closet and made comparisons,

“It I8 a8 | suspected,” she said, as
she got down; “it was Tommy's."”

“That night Tommy got his.—Wom-
an's Home Companion,

Teacher's Age.

Senator Joseph L. Uristow of Kan
sas contributed this one at a recent
banquet when reference was made tc
the somewhat doubtful age of the
falr sex.

In a village school a short time ago,
so ran the senator's anecdote, the
teacher was Instructing a class of
gmall youngsters in hilstory, whose
lesson for that day related to the
Civil war. The wish of the teacher
wias to Impress on the minds of the
children how long ago it had oc
curred,

“Just think, children.,” she care
fully remarked, glancing up and down
the class, "that terrible war was
fought so long &go that even 1 do not
remember It

"(Gjes, Miss Mary!" earnestly ex
claimed ome of the wondering kids,
“Was It before the flood?"—Philadel
phia Telegraph.

Most Unflattering,

George W. Perkins, in a tariff argu-
ment, sald the other day:

“Well, that may be a good defense,
but it certalnly isn’t very flattering to
the intelligence of the American peo-
ple. I 18, in fact, so unflattering that
it reminds me of a chap who was
sued for breach of promise,

“This chap was twenty-five, and the
lady sulng him was forty or so,

“What is your deefnse?" the Judge
asked,

*The defendant waved hu
toward the lady
| plied:

*‘Insanity, your honor'"

hand
and promptly re

CONVICT JOMN WALKER DIES
PENDING HABEAS CORPUS
PROCEEDINGS FOR
RELEASE,

GOSSIP FROM STATE CAPITAL | Cen

items of Intereat Gathered from Re
liable Bources and Presented In
Condensed Form to Our
Readers,

In view of the Increased appropriae
tlona made by the last leglslature and
the fact that there are now outstand-
Ing stale warrants amounting to over
$500,000, it 18 believed the state board
of assessment will be obliged (o In
croase the levy for state taxes from
5 16 mills, which was the levy last
year, to 8.80 mills on the dollar.

It Ia likely that one mill of the In
crease will be for the general fuud
and one mill for the redemption of
outstanding warrants. Instead of ap
propriations for the normal schoola,
to be paid out of the general fund, the
last legislature passed a law levying
elghty-five hundredths of one mill for
such Institutions. The legislature also
passed an act levying three-quarters
of one mill for universily extension,
the people of the state to declde by
roferendum whether it should be ex-
pended on the present campus or on
the state farm campus,

Last year the total assessed valua-
tion of the state was $463,000,000, This
‘will be exceoded thls year by only

wo or three million dollars.

The levy for siate purposes last
year in milla wan as follows:

For the general fund .....
For the university ........
For state ald bridges ccovvvvvevns

(AR R NN o‘
LR R R NN l
15
TOAY i svcasinsnnipainposases 515
The state levy this year will prob-
ably be as follows, in mills:

General fund ......coiovessncnnse ]
Redemption of Warrants ... eees 1
University support ..... Seee R s 1
State ald bridees . ...cvcevnarnsss - 20
Unlversity extenslon ..... saasa e

Support of normiAls ceeveeansecess
TOtR]l .icursnsssaserone veess 880
The one mill levy for the support of
the university Ia to be made under the
provisions of an old law, and the state
'board has no option in the matter,
Neither has the board any option In
.ruard to the state ald bridge levy,
the university extension levy and the
'lotr for the gupport of normal schools,
‘The board may change the general
fund levy, but the limit prescribed
by the constitution Is 6 mills.

The stute supreme court was cheat-
ed out of making a ruling when death
interposed its mandate and took away
John Walker, the Indian who had re-
cently msked for a writ of habeas
corpus allowing his release from the
state penitentiary, Walker had been
taken to & local hospital for an opera:
tion for appendicitia, but before he
could be placed on the operating table
he fell back on his couch and breathed
his last. Walker was sent here from
Thurston county, following his convic-
tion on the charge of killing another
Indian. He was sentenced to thirty
years for the crime. Last December
Governor Aldrich Issued a commuta-
tion reducing the sentence to ten
years, with the stipulation that this
period should comprise his total
actual service behind the bars, Re-
cently, however, attorneys for Walker
asked the supreme court for authority
to have him released, They contend.
ed that the governor exceeded his
power when he cut the term to speci-
fled time and that Walker was en-
titled to a good time deductlon from
the ten years. Under that Interprota-
tion he would have been “subject to
release last April, The ‘matter was
arguedes In the court last week and a
decision was expected within a few
days.

The heavy reglstration of automo-
biles continued during the month of
June, according to reports by Secre-
itary of State Walt, The total for the
month reached 1,388, a huge leap over
the same month last year. The record
mwas broken during the month of May
when over 1,700 licenses were Issued
py the state,

No Action on Test of Cholera Serum.

Governor Morehead has taken no
actlon on the matter of requesting the
government to try Its simultaneous
pure for hog cholera in Nebraska. If
the test’ Is made an entire county will
be placed under quarantine so far as
hoge are concerned and none will be
pllowed to be shipped Into the county
for a fixed period, but hogs may be
phipped out for purposes of slaughter,
it herds In the county should dle of
4he cholera that might be caused by
noculation with blood of dlseased
ogs the state might be held liable.

On Track of Baron Von Werner,

OMcers think they are close on the
trail of Baron Max von Werner, the
conviet from the Nebraska penitentl
ary who was given a leave of absence
to go to Tecumseh and participate In
a musieal entertalnment at the homa
of the chaplain of the priton and who
made his escape, According to the
story, & Lincoln man saw Von Werner
at 8Spirit Lake, Ia. The baron had con-
tracted for a garage, he claimed, had
rented a house and was making ar
rangements to loeate In that clty

The wife of the fugitive Is at Madison,

LEVY MAY BE MORE

The Man Who Put the
EEsinFEET

Look for Thin Trade Mark
ture oo the Label when burl:".

ALLEN'S FOOT=EASE

The anmoptlr I'nmr l'ot Tes
Trade Marh, der, Aching Peel. ‘m
R A d

P(l( 6&‘ myle I~‘ M o W

The Wretchedness
of - Comtlpalon

mﬂ?“

Dizzi-
ness, and Indigestion. They do thelr duty.
SMALL PILL, SMALL DOSE, SMALL PRICE,

Genuine must bear Signature

Sotn Fmel

NO EVIDENCE OF STATEMENT

Foreman of Jury Had Claimed They
Had One Mind, but Losing Lawyer
Wanted to Be 8hown,

Counsel for the prisoner looked
hopefully at the faces of the jurors as
they filed Into thelr seats, and listened
hopefully as the foreman announced
that they had agreed. His cllent had
enjoyed ample provocation for the as
sault upon the person of Toblas Jones;
but the jurors were uniformly Toblas'

friends and not unblased.

“The jury is all of one mind, your
honor,” the foreman sald. "We find
the prisoner gulity.”

“You hear the verdict, counsel,” re
marked the judge. “The jury is all
of one mind. Have you anything te,
ask of the court before sentence Il"'
pronounced

“Yes, your honor,” replied counsel,
still hopnfnlly; “for the purposes of
the appeal which my client will take,
it would be of material assistance to
learn which one of the twelve men
who have renched this verdict Is pos-
sessed of the one mind you are so care-
ful to mention."—New York Hvening
Post,

Her Lucky Day.

Frances {s only a little girl, but she
has a quick mind and the gift of lan-
guage that sometimes distingulshes
children who associate much with
thelr elders. The other day Frances
came home to her mother with cheeks
like roses and eyes like stars.

“Oh, mamma,” she exclalmed, hap-
pily, “I've had the best Iluck this
morning! 1 got downtown just at
the psychological moment!”

“DId you, dear?” was mother's
pleased inquiry. “And what hap-
pened

Sald Frances, solemnly:
parade.”

Richness Personified.
Ikey—Fader, vot means a ‘pluto
erat?
Fader—-Ono of dem fellers dot's so
rich he needn't to fall any mére.—
Puck.

Looking on the Bright Side.
“It {8 sald that more than one per-
son has been killed by kissing."
“Yea: but Isn't it great stuft If you
live through it?"—Judge.

A man should be a credit to him-
self, but he wants a little ecash
thrown in,

Few young men are really as bad
as the girls try to make them think
they are,

Almost as many women's heads are
turned by flattery as by peroxide.

many a man's solled character has
been washed jn & woman's tears,

e

A Sweet,

“Bite-To-Eat”

Post

' ®
Toasties
Dainty bits of pearly white
corn, perfectly cooked and
toasted to delicate “brown.”
Ufully eaten direct from
package with cream and '

sugar. .
' F.l*h Toasties over
# saucer of fresh bemies —

then aad the cream and

sugar—a dish to remember.

Post Toasties are sold by
Grocers everywhere.
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