Freak

That Decide Baseball Championships

Plays

DBy Hugh S. Fullerton
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Detroit's Tigers and Philadelphia‘s |
Athletles were struggling in the final
serles of the baeeball senson In the
Tigere' lalr. Upon the outeoma de- |
pended the ehamplonship of the Amer- |
dean league, and the chance to meot
the Chleago Cubs for the world's !
chnmplonship.  The Athletles were
ahead In the race, and although
Mack's team had not ripened to Its|
full strength it looked as if it wonld
held Its lead. The game was the first
of four that were to be played In De-
troit, and in the elghth Inning the
Tigers were leading by the narrow
margin of one run. Every member of
the two teams knew that the Arst
pame probably would decide the se
ries

Dotroit was clinging desperately to
the one run lead that was earncd by
two terrific drives by Crawford and
Cobb. Donovan was pitehing magnifl-
cently, yot he could not prevent the
Athletics from hitting: time and again
the Tigers were thrown back on the
defensive and saved by ‘the won-
derful fielding feats of Cobb and
Bush. The cighteen nl.hlmu were
stralned to the breaking point and
each one was “on his toes" every In-
stant. In the elghth Inning the Ath.
letlcs got a runner to second base
with no one out. It looked like a tled
score, perhaps victory, when one of
the strangest freak plays ever seen
intervened, saved Detroit, and turned
the entire tide of the season. The
‘batter twice attempted to sacrifice,
falled and was forced to hit., He
swung at a fast ball, high and out-
slde the plate, and sent a twisting,
teasing fly over the hend of the first
baseman, perhaps seventy feet back
of the bag, and the ball was falling
almoet on the foul line, one of the few
sapots on the entire playing field where
balla fall safo almost every time, just
out of the reach of any flelder. Ross.
man, the first baseman, turned and
tore down the foul line, hia back di-
rectly to the plate, but from the first
it was evident he could not reach the
falling .ball. Schaefer, who was play-
ing second, had been plaving In per
fect position to cut off a right-fleld hit
from the bat of a left-handed hitter.
He started the Instant the ball was
hit and sprinted at top speed toward
it. From short right came Ty Cobb,
who, seeing the victory snatched from
his team by sheer luck, had turned on
the wonderful burst of speedhat has
made him the marvel of baseball. It
looked as If Cobh might reach the
ball by a feat possible only for him.

yet Schaefar, although slower, had
made a quicker start, eclalmed the
cateh and reached the ball, Hie finnl

leap, made with hands outstretehed,
brought him to the ball just inside
the foul line and, as he accomplished
the wonderful ecateh, and while the
crowd was roaring with applanse,
Cobb, unable to check himself In his
frantle effort, crashed agalnst Schae-
fer, turned a gomersault over him and,
a8 he went down, Schaefer allowed
the ball to fall from his hands. A
groan arose from the crowd. The
Athletlie runner on second had tried
to get back to the base when he saw
that Bcehaefer would reach the ball,
and now he turned and raced for the

Hal Chase,

plate. Schaefor, dazed by the shock,
reached for the ball, and, In a sitting
position, with a last effort before go-
Ing “out,” threw wildly to the infield.
in hope that someone would cateh it
and stop the runner at third. He
threw without alm, but the ball, go-
ing over Rossman's hiead, struck the
grass, and went on the first bound
into Sfhmidt's hands at the plate, re-
tiring the runner who was striving to
score from second.  Philadelphia fall
#d to score, Detroit won the game,
won the serles and finally won the
pennant In the last few davs of play.

This play reveals the manuer in
which one turn of fortune may change
an entire season's outcome ‘and upset
all the caleulations of the baseball
world. No one ever hias been able to
figure out the percentage of luck in
the natlonal game. 1 have heard play-
ers estimate that luck is 20 per cent,
while others claim it ts at lenst 65 per

Wou Uhaman)

0ddly enough, when one begins to
study the freak playa that declde
games and not Infrequently settle pen-
nant races, it will bo found that most
of the strange bits of play that seem
inexplicable, happen to clubs during
thelr winning streaks. In looking
over the queer plays of the last two
gonsond In my records I picked out
twenty and discovered In overy In-
stance that the “luck broke” for the
club that was at the time having n
“winning streak”  There are times
when “everything breaks for” one
club, when nothing another club may
try will win

Durlng the early weeks of last sea-
gon It peemed as If, no matter wheth-
er they did well or (11, the freak plays
all resulted In thelr favor. “It's the
only team | ever saw.” mourned Fred
Clarke, “that can win games by mak-
ing errors.” There was one play that
must still remaln Impressed upon the
memorles of those who saw it. The
game was at Chleago and had gone
Into extra innings. In the tenth, 1
bellave it was, Chicago had a runner
on third base with two out. The bat-
ter smashed a flerce drive Just inside
the first bage, the game seemed over
and the victory Chicago's. Konetchy,
the Cardinal first baseman, dived at
the ball as 1t was passing, slapped his
mitt down and by this despairing ef-
fort, he managed to make the glove hit
the ball. DBut Inatead of stopping, the
balt rolled rlowly back into right fleld
on falr ground and stopped perhaps
twenty-five feg' behind the bag. Like
a flash Konet®hy leaped In pursuit of
the ball, retrieved It and whirling he
threw to the pitcher who was cover-
ing the base at top gpeed, only 'a etep
ahegd of the runner. Konetchy
one of the most powerful throwers
the buginess and he threw with all his
foree In an effort to make the play
and =ave tho day. The ball flashed
pagt the pitcher so fast he hadn'g time
to put up hia hands, shaved the head
of the runner, who dodged, and bound-
ed perfectly Into Bresnahan’s handas !
at the plate, The runner coming home |
from third with the winning ruon had
been loitering, and when to his amaze-
ment he saw the ball beating him to
the plate he made a belated effort to |
slide, but Bresnanhan blocked him and
touched him out. It perhaps was the
only time on record when a wildi
throw to first buee ever caught a run-
ner at home and saved a ball ganme.
ll wns lll"l’l‘l_\’ an P!II.I!HF"I"IIN.'I.I oxam-
ple of the manner in which fortune
followed the <Cardinals during that
period.

The most sensaational game 1 have
over soen during twenty seasons of
watching major league baseball waa'
that boetween the Washington 1Pam|
and the Chieago White Sox late in|
1011, It waas filled with freakish plays |
from start to finlsh. The Washington |
team Just then was in the only lneky
streak it enjoyed durlng the season
and seemed a certaln winner.  First,
Walter Johnson Lilt one of the longest
drives 1 ever saw, a ball that on a
still day would have cleared the deep
centerfleld fence. A high wind, how-
ever, was blowing direetly from cen-
ter toward the plate and the ball, goar-
ing high, was caught by it. Bodle had
started straight outward at top speed
seemingly without a chance to reach
the ball, but ns the wind checked the
forea of the drive, the ball began to
#low up and then fall, at first directly
downward and then backward toward
the pursuing flelder, who actually
overtook It, and made a spectacular
catch. A few moments later Walker,
in left fleld for Washington, raced to
left eenter in pursuit of a vielous line
drive, There was a puddle of water
in his path and Walker appeared to
be watching that puddle gnore than |
he was the ball, He skirted the wa-
ter and turned as it in pursuit of thnl
ball and, glancing up, he saw that the |
high wind had broken the flight of!
the sphere and Yhat It was coming |
sirnight at his head. "He ducked |
threw up his bare hand as If to ward |
off the blow, and the ball struck his |
hand and stuck there,

Inning after Inning of m-lmntlnnnll
catches, slartling stops, line smashes |
aimed straight at flelders, rapid dou-
ble plave, followed, keeping the
crowd rolled up and wild with enthusi-
asm. Flually “Prince Henry" Schaef-
er capped the climax by starting a
play that became historie, and started
never onding discussion, Clyde Milan,
a fast and clever runner, was on
third, Schaefer was on first, two men |
were out and a weak batter was at |
tha ple. On the first ball plteched
Schaefer stole second, loitering pur-!
posely and trying to draw a throw
from the catcher that would give
Milan a chance to score. As two runs |
would not do any more damage than |
one, the Sox let him run unmolested, |
feeling certain the batter could not
hit. On the next ball pltched, also a
strike, Schaefer stole from second
batk to first, again striving to force
Chicago to throw. The White Sox in-
stantly raised a protest, The umplrmt'
wera silent. They could not tell the |
Chleago players what to do, although |
palpably the play was for® the first|

y

baseman to run ahead of Schaefer, | outflelders were hunting a ladder, ls.

take the throw from the pitcher,
force Schaefer back to the first base
and touch him out. Milan hadn't a

cent.

chance to go home if the play was

-

i his purpose, even though Milan was

mnde that way
right to first base but was free 1o re
turn to second 1f pe could escapa bee
ing touched, as no runner fs out on
the bases unless touched or forced
Chlcago, evidently ignorant of the
rules, was arguing heatedly and Man-
ager Duffy ran from the third base
coaching line to the pitcher's slab to
appeal to the assistant umpire. Final-
ly the ball was thrown to first base,
but behind Schaefer, who Instantly
started for second and when the ball
was thrown to second Milan made a
dagh for the plate. Schacfer achleved

caught at the plate. Then Washing-
ton protested the game, In case of de-
feat., on the grounds that, when the
play was made, Chicago had ten men
In uniform on the playing fisld.

The game went to the twelfth in-
ning and finally, with a runner on
third basge, and Schaefer agaln  on
first, the batter drove out a clean sin-
gle that ended the contest. Still
uneatiafied with the freaks of the day
Schaefer ran from first down to sec.
ond, stopped, looked around to see if
anyona {(especially an umpire) was
looking, walked all the way around
second base without tonching it, and,
satisfled that he had duplleated Mer-
klo's famous play, eame off the field
grinning.  That evening he held a
celebration to gloat over the White
Sox and the umplres, not one of whom
#nd observed his fallure to touch the
hag.

Among the abnormal Incidents that
figured In the earller history of the

Germany Schaefer.

national game, perhaps none I8 as
well known to old-timers as the one
which happened to Cliff Carroll, on
the St, Louls grounds, when he was a
member of the famous “Drowns.”
Perhaps you have wondered why base.
ball players have plain shirt fronts,
and why so few players have breast
pockets. ClH Carroll 18 the reason
He was running forward to take a
base hit on the firat bound. The ball
bouneed erooked and hit him on the
chest. He grabbed at the ball hastily
and, as he elutched {t, he shoved |t
down into the handkerchlef pocket on
his shirt front. The runner gaw Car-
roll tugging and straining to tear the
ball out of the pocket and Instead of
stopping at first, he sprinted on to sec-
ond while Carroll, still trying to dis.
lodge the ball, ran to second. The
batter passed the flelder and turmed
for third with Carroll In pursuit. At
third Carroll stopped and tried In vain
to release the ball, and the runner
kept on across the plate and scored
the winning run. Chris von der Aho;
who at that time was at the head of
the euphonie trio, Von der Ahe, Muck-
enfuss and Diddlebock. whieclh operat-
ed the club, was furious and ordered
all pockets removed from baseball
shirts, Other teams followed and the
pockets never have been restored, ex-

fehacfor had no |

cept by a few players who are willing
to risk the repetition of the accldent

Of all the good luck freaks that |
ever heard recounted, the best was
that which happened to Frank Ishell
when he was playing with 8t. Paul in
the old Western league. In  those
dava baseball on Sunday was not per.

| mitted within the corporation limits

of 8t. Paul, and a Sunday park had
heen erected outglde the clty’s jurls-

dictlon. * The ground was extremely |
small and was inclosed by a high
fence. So small was the inclogure

that batters hitting the ball hard
againgt the fences were compelled to
sprint to first. because {f the ball hap-
pened to rebound directly to the fleld. |
er, he could throw a slow runner out
As it required about four hits of their
equivalent in errors to yleld a run,
small scores were the rule. In the
ninth inning of this game Milwankee
had two runs the advantage and there
were runners on first and second with
Isbell at bat. St. Paul's only logieal
hope was for a home run over one of
the high fences. lsbell hit a hard
line smash to right fleld agalnst the
fenee. The runner on first was o
slow man and the flelder squatted,
expoecting the ball to rebound to him
and to whirl and force the slow man
at second base, ending the game. ut
the ball dldn't rebound. It impaled
itself on a wire nall about ten feet up
the fence, and while the Mflwaukce

bell cireled the bases and won the
game,
Another pecullar. play once gave the

germed lost. Harvay, a leftn-paot
pitcher, was compelled to play tnire
base beecause of the bLadly erippled
condition of his team and in the sev.
enth Inning, Chilcago being one ahead,
the opposing team got runnera (o
Arat and eseeond before anyone went
out. Naturally the play was for the
batter to push down a sacrifice bunt.
The White S8ox had a system of play
designed to kill the sacrifies In that
situation. The shortstop and eccond
bageman, alded by the pitcher, wera
to hold the runner at mecond as closa
to the base as possible. The third
baseman was to play close, as If ins
tending to take the bunt, but as the
ball was being pitched he was to run
Linck, cover third, while the pitcher
fielded the bunted ball, threw to third
and foreced out the runner at that
point. Harvey had been ecarefully
conched how the play was to be exe-
cuted, but the battgr, detecting tha
play from the actions of the shorts
stop and second baseman, changed
signals and decided to try to drive the
ball past Harvey hard instead of

bunting, Ag the plteher wound up
Harvey  whirled and sprinted back
to third. The batter chopped tha

ball hard and sent a line hit stralght
toward third base. The ball struck
Harvey on the back of the head, and
bounded high; the subthird baseman,
as he went stageering on over the
basa, caught the ball and, by a fast
throw to second, doubled the runner
off,. As Harvéy came off the fleld
nursing the bump on his head Mana-
ger Jones remarked: “That's using
your noddle, Old Man."

Leeford Tannehill was the hero of
a remarkable play late In the season
of 1008, and, as the play saved the
game for Chicago, and as the White
Sox won the pennant by a one-game
margin and then beat the Cubs for the
world’'s champlonship, the freak play
might be sald to have given the Sox
the world's championship. The game
was against 8t, Louls and with the
White 8ox one run in the lead, an
error and a two-base hit put Brown
runners on second and third with one
out. The infleld was called close to
cut off the runner at the plate and
prevent a tled score, as Jones, the
manager, saw his team could not hit
tha 8t. Louls pitcher and figured a
tie probably meant a defeat. The ball
was hit flercely and straight at Tan-
nehill, who 18 one of the surest field-
ers In the business and possessed of
a wonderful palr of hands for block.
ing hard-driven balls. The ball ap-
peared to be bounding true but on the
short bound, It struck something
shot stralght at Tannehill's chin, hit
him and, as he reeled from the knoeck-
out blow, the ball fell back directly
into his hands, He threw to the plate,
then sat down looking foolish and took
the full count before he was able to
get up.

Larry Doyle's lucky kick which al-
most gave the Giants the National
league champlonship In 1908 s ane
other historle freank of play. Those
perennial rivals, the Giants and Cubs,
were playing what seemed the deeid-
ing series of the year; the Cubs nead-
ed one run to tie and had two men on
bases, when the batter hit viclously

between Dovle and  sgecond  Dbase.
Doyle reached the ball hut it broke
through his hands, and It geemed us}
ff the error had given Chicago the |
game, Instead, the ball hit Doyle's
shin, bounded stralght into the lmndn!
of Dridwell, who was on second walt-1
ing for the throw, and an easy dou-
bla play retired the Chicago
New York winning by one run,

The tales most often told are those
{llustrating how 111 fortune will pur
sue teams and the Instances of “runs
of luck” and “tough breaks"” are as
numerous as there are games multl-
plled by players. The Chilcago Cubs
never will cease mourning the fact
that George Rohe, of the White Sox,
one of the weakest players that ever
broke Into the American league, and
a weak hitter, beat them out of one
world’'s champlonship. Rohe, who

team,

wasn't strong enough to hold a sub

Ty Cobb,

stitute position on the team more
than one more season, made two
three-base hits and each of them gave
the White Sox a victory,

Hal Chase lost a game for New
York last season in a pecullar fash
fon. Two runners were on the bases
and two men were out when an easy
bounder was hit to third. Hartzell
made a perfect throw and the inning
seemed over, but as the ball came
near to him Chase dodged suddenly,
threw up his hands as If to protect
his face, two runs scored and
Highlanders recorded another hard
luck defeat. It developed later that
a photographer was squatting on,the
ground outside the coachers’' box and
the sun reflected from the metal of
the camera daszzled Chase just at the
eritical instant and caused him to lose

the |

Chicago White Box a game that

sight of the ball

| ANCIENT CITY TO HAVE FETE

Witham, England, Near London, Will
Celebrate Its 1,000 Years
in History.

London.—Witham Is a little town of
Essex, thirty-nine miles northeast from
London, which I8 to celebrate its
millenary this year. It has a popula-
tion of about 3,500 and Is situated on
the River Brain, also known as the
Gulth, a form Indlcating the origin of
thé name of the town. In the days
of the anclent Britons It Is sald the
place was called Guith-avon.

In that part of the town called Chip-
ping Hill are earthworks thought to
be the remains of fortifications or-
dered made by Edward the Elder in
913, but held by some to be of Hritish
origin. Roman bricks appear In the
old Church of St. Nicholas. The
tower of the church formerly was of

Chipping HIIL

wood, but was rebullt with brick In
1743. An old amithy there i8 pointed
out as one where Dick Turpln stopped
to have his horses shod when on one
of his pllgrimages for plunder., The
Spread Eagle hotel |s six centuries old
and has been sald to be the only four-
gabled Inn to be found in England.
Witham will recall events of 1,000
years ago, Including the reconquest of
England from the Danes.

DOLL SOLACED DYING MOTHER

Kansas Woman Took Substitute for
Her Dead Baby Down to
the Grave.

Trinidad, Colo.—It was only a doll—
a big, golden-haired, “shut-eye” doll;
but to the fever-racked mother who
tossed on tear-stained pillows in the
county hospital, it took the place of
another little doll in a Kansas ceme-
tery.

She cared for it as she had cared
for the baby which death had taken
from her. And as death approached
she hugged the wixen image to her
breast and begged that it share her
grave,

She was pennlless, a county charge;
she looked forward only to a tiny plot
in the potter’s field. But her pleas
touched the doctors who attended her
and a little group of hospital attend-
ants afterward stood beside a new
made grave in the Catholic cemetery
where lay the woman and doll,

The woman was Mra, Florence Stan-
cel of Great Ilend, Kan. She came to

A Difficuity,

“There 18 one bad thing about be-
ginning a joy ride.”

“What s t ¢

“You are apt to end on the trouble
'ason‘u

I—

Mra, Winsiows Soothing Syrap for Chlldre
testhing, sofiens the gumne, reduces (nflainma-
ton,allays pain,cures wind colic,S5e & botileds

A man's sins find him out eventual-
1y, but his wife usually beats them to
it.

New York uses $70,000 worth of
postage stamps every day.

You’re Out!

If you have not perfect
digestion, liver activity
and bowel regularity.
These should be daily
functions in order to
maintain health.

Hostetter’s
Stomach Bitfers

will help you when those
organs become weak and
lazy, We urge a trial to-
day. Insist on Hostetter's.

The Man Who Put the
EESInFEET

Look for This Trade-Mark Pio
ture on the Label when buying

ALLEN'S FOOT=EASE

Eiaasl The Antistplic Powder for Ten.
Trade-Mars, der, Aching Feel, Sold every.
B, Address,

where, 28, Sample FR
S. OLMS Le oy, N. Y.

NO NEED TO “HOLD PHONE”

Sound Magnifying Trumpet which
Will Tell You When It Is Time
to Talk.

There {8 a sound magnifying trum.
pet of flat shape, behind which is a
small attachment intended to support
the telephone receiver. When it be
comes necessary to hold the line,
when calling up or replying, Instead of
the person standing with the receiver
glued to his ear he places the recelver
upon the time saver, bringing the ear-
plece Into position with the sound
magnifier. He i8 then at liberty to re-
sume his duties until such time as
the person required at the opposite
end attends his instrument.

Trinidad two months ago, just a
month after her three-vear-old r.[rlI
died. She had quarreled with her hus-
band. she said, and left her Kansas
home. ,

One day she saw the blg doll in n
store window. It was just the' size
of her dead baby. She bought it, and |
from a trunk tock the little clothes
her own baby had worn. With them
she dregsed the doil. Around its neck |
she placed & necklace of bheads and
earrings aderned its waxen ears. It
was only a doll, but when her consti-
tution broke down and peritonitis set
in, she took It with her to the hospital
to remind her always of her own little
one. And thus it lay beside her body
fn‘the morgue; and thus it was burled
by her side.

MEMORIALS ARE RESTORED

Damage by Vandals on the Gettysburg
Battlefield Almost Obliterated by
Skillful Repair Werk,
Gettysburg, Pa.—BSuccessful efforts
at the restoration of the nine mem-
orials on the QGettysburg battleueld,
defaced by vandals on the night of
March b last, are now being made by
Lieut, Col. E. B, Cope of the national
park commlission, Several of the mem-
orials have already been placed in
their original condition, and the others
are expected to be completed before
the battle anniversary celebration in

July.

The day after the vandalism many
of the large pleces which were chip-
ped from the granite monuments were
found nearby and preserved. Where
these are sufficient size they are being
tinted to correspond to the stone,

e

Missourl River Gets HMis Farm,
Atchison, Kan.—Joseph Frakes, who
four years ago owned a 200acre farm
near here, will cultivate a rented farm
this year, as all his own blace has
been washed away by the Missouri
river, Two months ago 20 acres of his
land remained, but the last acre of this

recently dropped into the river,

Woman Weds Three Brothers.

8t. Louis.—Although she married
thrice, Mrs. Jessle Young did not have
to change her name. All her husbands
were brothers, The first and second
husbands were killed in mine accl
dents.

Sues for $100,000 Damages.
Newark, N. J.—Damages of $100,000
were asked by the executors of Louls
%, Green, who, they claim, was fatal-
Iy injured when caught in the suction
of a speeding Pennaylvania express
train. -

This is notified by the speech trans-
mitter being mugnified by the time
saving device so as to be perfectly
audible at a distance. The receiver
may then either be withdrawn and
held to the eur In the usual way, or
left in connection with the magnitier,
hearing being quite as :-Im“lu and
enagy as under normal conditions. An-
other advantage of the invention is
that the user's two hands are left free
to carry out any other requiste task,
such as the turning up of documents,
making references, writing down mes-
sages or instructions from dictation,
and so on,

In the Park at Night.

First Broken-Down Actor—Not a
seat to spare. It reminds me of my
palmy days. Stalls full! Circle, gal
lery, pit—all full Just like that.

Second Broken-Down Actor—And all
of 'em fast hsleep. Whbhat?

One thousand familles control nean
ly all the soll of Mexico.

BEGAN YOUNG,
Had “Coffee Nerves"” From Youth.

“When very young I began using
coffee and continued up to the last six
months,”" writes a Texas girl.

“I had been exceedingly nervous,
thin and very sallow. After quitting
coffee and drinking Postum about a
month my nervousness dlsappeared
and has never returned. This ig the
|§:ra remarkgble as I am a primary
téacher and have kept right on with
my work.

“My complexion now i clear and
rosy, my skin soft and smooth. As a
good complexion was something I had
greatly desired, I feel amply repald
even though this were the only benefit
derived from drinking Postum.

“Before beginning its use I had suf-
fered greatly from indigestion mnd
headache; these troubles are now un-
known,

"l changed from coffes to Postum
without the slightest Inconvenlence,
did not even have a headache, Have
known coffee drinkers, who were
visiting me, to use Postum a weelt
without being \aware that they were
not drinking coffee.”

Name given by Postum Co., Battle
Creek, Mich. Write for booklet, “The
Road to Wellville,”

Postum comes in two forms,

Regular (must be bolled),

Instant Postum doesn’t require boil-
ing but is prepared Instantly by stir-
ring a level teaspoonful in an ordinary
cup of hot water, which makes it
right for most persons.

A big cup requires more and some
people who like strong things put in
a heaping spoonful and temper it
with a large supply of cream,

ment until you know the
amount that pleases your palate and

have it served that way in the future.
) “There' r Postum,

s & Reason” fo
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—




