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IRST of all, contemplate for
A moment the scene upon
which the events | am about to
narrate took place: The pam-
pus  of Patagonia, lmitless
leagues of harsh grass, of
ihars of g anite pebble and of
blsnek basaltle rock. Upon the
Atlantie rim of these mighty
plaing n few sheep and cattle
farms exist, a few settlements
stuch as Santa Cruz and Gal
legos; In the far interlor o
few Tehuelche Indinng lend thelr nomadie life,

Otherwise the pampas  througbout all  thelr
enormous extent are glven over to bird and beast,
and upon them Is carrfed out a perpetunl warfare
Huge condors, measuring as much as eleven feet
across (heir wings, hawkllke chimangos and
coranchos, pumas, hoary dogs, Magellan wolves,
carrlon-eaters und creatures of prey exist In almost
inconcelvable numbers

Traveling through this country, one I8 forced to
realize the struggle for life. Let the camper leave
his bridle upon the ground for the night and all
the leathern parts of it will have been devoured by
morning. This ts the work of the hoary dogs or
the Magellan wolves,

It In easy for a murderer to get rld of all trace of
his victim upon the pampas. A shot at twilight,
& body lying stripped of its clothes, and two hours
after dawn there will be nothing save a few bones
to tell that the deed has been done.

Ascenslo Brunel, the wild man of Santa Cruz,
was by birth a Swiss, but In very early years his
parents emigrated to Argentina, and while still a
young man he broke away from them, and with his
brother, whom | knew but whose name I forgot,
worked his way south uniil he came at last to the
Banta Cruz province of Patagonin. Here for gome
years he und his brother, whom we will call Henrl,
worked as poones, eattle-herding und sheep-tending,
but, growing in time wenry of the
ugexciting nature of thelr calling, wt
length set up as tamers of horscs

Now a horse-tunmer In Patagonia
carrles on his business by traveling
from estancia to estancia, When he
arrives at a place where the owner
has gome horses which he wants
broken, the tamer camps  and re-
malns until he bas finished his con-
tract W

The business Ascenslo and Henrl Lk
pursued for a long period. Ascensio
was a marvelous rider, and hig services and those
of bis brother were In considerable request all
over the south. Ho some months and even years
Went by during which many hundreds of animals
Passed through the hands of the Brunels, and
they became the owners of a comparatively large
troop of horges, Ascenglo, though a savage and
merciless rider, never during all this time gave

& glimpse of the feroeity which underlay his
character. -

At length the two brothers happened, in the
natural course of their nomadic profession, to
come lo the estancia—this fine word InAy mean
anything from a large resldence to a mud hovel
with a roof of tln—of a farmer who had recently
settled in the country and who was the husband
of & very pretty wife, a dark beauty of, It was
Fumored, a rather uncertain temper.

The farmer gave the bLrothers a horse-breaking
eontract and for some weeks all went well,

One evening when the farmer, tired from a long
day in the saddle, had just come home, Ascensio
Brunel entered, and having, it is sald, put him om
bis guard by making some simple little request,
murdered him In cold blood.

The actual details of this, Ascenslo's first, mur-
der are hard to come by. Henri, whom | met
near Ultima Casa, never told the same story twice
running, and the only other witness, the wife of
the murdered man, passed through some terrible
experiences and | never heard her authentic story.
The maln fact remains:

Ascensio murdered the farmer in order that he
might carry off his wife, which he did, besldes
driving the whole stock, the cattle, sheep and
horses of the dead man, Into the heart of the
wilderness. .

Here for a time, the two brothers dwelt with
the unhappy woman, until at last Ascensio qQuar
reled with Heorl. It was not for the first time,
and Henrl went to sleep, thinking it would have
all passed over in the morning, He was wakened
at dawn by a volce shouting to him, and saw at
once that during the night Ascensio had driven
away all the borses and had also removed the
woman,

Ascenslo then sald he had declded to part com-
pany with his brother for good and all; that at
first it had been In his mind to kill him in his
sleep, but for their mother's sake he had re-
lented. He added that he had shifted the horses
and stock to a safe distance, and that it Henrl fol-
lowed he would unhesitatingly shoot him down.
He then rode away without more words.

As Henrl bad neither horse nor weapons he did
not follow. Indeed all his efforta were directed
toward getting out of the wilderness allve. Living
chiefly upon berries, he wandered for many days.
finally to arrive, un emaciated wreck, at the
estancia of an Argentine herdsman. The latter
tended him and, when he was recovered, gave
him sufficient provision to take him to the nearest
sottlement, where he duly arrived.

Proved Innocent of the murder his Lrother had
committed, he went back to the life of & peon and
shepberd, and so he passes out of this history for
good.

The next act in the drama opens with the ar-
rival In the coast settlement at Punta Arenas of the
woman whom Ascensio had forced to accompany
him into the wilderness. She had a frightful tale
of cruelly to relate, culminating In & fortunate
escape.

It appeara that Ascenslo had become subject to
fits of passion so frightful that they were akin to
madness, and indeed madness of & kind had al
rendy declared Itself in him.

* The Tehuelches of Patagonia hold the well-known
bellef, common to many branches of the Indlan
race, that when they dle they pass to the Happy
Hunting Grounds. On the grave of a warrior
they sluy his dogs and horses; within it they
place saddle, knife and food, and for nine nights
they kindle great fires, by the light of which the
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ghost may find his way upon his long dark jour-
ney. After that they light no more fires, as they
conslder that the dead man has had time to finish
his journey.

Whether Ascenslo grew deranged suddenly or
whether it was a slow and gradual process, no
one can ever know, yet the fact remains that 'he
came to belleve In the religion of the Indians
with some varlations and startling effects of his
own. Belleving, as he did, that death was only &
road by which man passed Into a longer and more
enduring, though not necessarily an eternal life,
he concelved the ldea of bullding up a fortune
for himself in that future life.

In Ascensio’s diseased braln there arose the
fdea that whatever he slew in this world would
be his property in the next. On that point he
was a manjac; on all others, perfectly sane, Now
began the serles of theMs which made Brunel's
name known from the Rlo Negro to the Magellan
stralts. One after another he ralded the horse
farms near the coast, drove away as much of the
stock as he could,, and, shaking off his pursuers
in every Instance, escaped Into the wildest parts
of the pampas.

8o for a long time, for years Indeed, Ascensio
Brunel, the Wild Man of Banta Cruz, lived his
life beyond the reach of the short arm of the Ar-
gentine law. Comasarios hunted him, various
Jueces de Paz declalmed about him, and the garrl-
son of cavalry in Chubut “bolted their beef, and
started agaln on the track of the thiel” And
then suddenly, one morning, the newa flew across
the countryside that the Wild Man had been cap-
tured, It was true. The way of it was as fol-
lows:

In the very heart of Patagonia, upou the banks
of & river called the Mayo, lived, and indeed atill
live, a tMbe of Tehuelche Indians, the tallest and
perhaps the strongest people on earth. They are
hunters and horse-breeders, wonderful riders and
good men. They worship horsemanship and have
& number of strange rites which they practice at
the birth of a man child in order to Insure that
be sball turn out a good rider.

Into the nature of those rites we need not go.
They are very cruel. | merely mention them
that you may understand what a task the Wiid
Man set himself when he declded to steal a hun-
dred mares from men such as these peerleas rid-
ers, trained In every phase of horsemanship, much
of whose lives ls spent In searching for strayed
horses and who can ride a hundred mliles a day
without fatigue.

It appears that the herd of mares that Ascenslo
stole were feeding In a vega or marsh that
atretches on the southern banks of the Mayo. No
one was watching them, and, as they were well
used to their pasturage, It seemed unlikely that
they would stray. Therefore, when shortly alter
dawn an Indian lad eame galloping to the toldos
with the news that the mares had disappeared. the
men of the tribe were soon on horseback and rid-
ing upon thelr trall,

Hard on the trail the Indians rode all day, and
before sunset they were aware of a man clad In
skins driving the mares before him. Swiftly some
of the pursuers closed In on him, while others rode
to eut him off by a canadon or riit in the pampas
which lay across his path. Had It not been for
this canadon the Wild Man would never, in all
probability, have been taken.

As It was, he galloped down the sheer wall of it,.
but only to find himself cut off by the Indlans who
had been detached from the main body by the
cacique for the purpose. Riding in upon him the
Indlans  flung thelr heavy boleandores—the
Tehuelche weapon of three rawhide thongs, each
welghted at the end with a ball of stone—which
entangled the legs of the Wild Man's horse and
brought it crashing to the ground. On the ground
the Indlans captured the ‘Wild Man, sparling and
biting,

They did not slay the W 'ld Man, but bound him
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upon & horse and conveyed him over three hub-
dred miles of pampas to Gallegos, where they
handed him over to the authorities in due form.
He was thrown Into prison and the Indlans de-
parted for their wilderness home once more.

In the Argentine Republic there Is no capital
punishment, so that after his trial, the sentence
that would be passed upon the Wild Man was cer-
tain—penal servitude for life.

But it never came to a trial, for it was not long
before the warders of the prison awoke one morn-
ing to find their prisoner gone. He had cut his
way out through the walls of wood, stolen a horse
that had been tled by some late visitor before
the door of a house in the main street, ridden
through the night until, at dawn, he found him-
self far out upon the pampas.

All along this belt of country from Gallegos to
Santa Cruz are scattered farms set along the coast
at frequent intervals. The Wild Man turned north
and, on the second day of his escape, caught and
stole a horse from one of these farms and so

rode on up the coast. While the ordinary traveler !

dismisses the horse which has borne him gallantly
and well with a pat und a kind word, the Wild
Man, each time he procured a fresh mount, re
turned to his tired and weary beast and killed it.

And then one night, before the Indlans had
even heard of his escape from jall, once more
he ralded thelr mares and drove away a great
troop of ‘them. His Intention doubtless was to
get them to some sultable spot and there kil
them, thereby gratifylng his own pecullar and
bloody-minded bellefs and at the same time re-
venging himself upon the Indians.

The Instant they discovered thelr loss the
Indlans rode on the trall of the mares, but
this time Ascenslo drove them like A madman, as
Indeed he was.

The sun was already [alllng toward the west
when they spled him at last. He was nearly
naked, for he had flung away the clothes which
had been supplied to him in the jall, and was
mounted upon a gigantic horse. As he rode.
he uttered a cry of a lion, and the frenzied and
terrified mares galloped wildly In front of him.

The sun sank and the chase continued. One
by one the Tehuelches dropped away until at last
the Wild Man and a single Indian alone remained.
Now the moon was in the sky and by Its light the
Indian saw the Wild Man slacken his pace and.
with features convulsed with rage and hate, turn
at bay. The Indian grew afrald and paused.
They looked at each other for a moment and
then the Wild Man laughed aloud and, turning his
great yellow horge, rode slowly to the west,
while the Indlan returned to his companlons,
whom he rejoined on the following day.

Near the cordillera of the Andes an adven-
turous German settler had squatted with his fam-
ily, and had bullt himself a small house or but.
One night the German was awakened by a knock
Ing at the door and opened it to find A man clad
In skins facing him

The man appeared to be emaciated and was
certalnly of the most extraordinary appearance,
his whole face being blackened by an almost
continuous growth of hair.

The man demanded food, whereupon the Ger:
man invited him to enter and, taking a frying
pan, commenced to cook some meat As he bent
over the fire the Wild Man, with senseless and
brutal cruelty, shot him through the back and,
helping himself to varlous provisions, left the
house and the dead man lylgg in fit.

The newa of this crime d of others, which
followed close upon It, aroused the whole dls
trict. Neither man nor woman could feel safe
while the Wild Man lived, and at last a body of
armed settlers ran the eriminal to earth in a
house which he had entered for purposes of
plunder. He never left that house alive, but fell
on the thre:hold riddled with bullets, yet not be-
fore he had 'eft his mark upon more than one of
bis mssallanta, i

| THEIR MOST JOYOUS MOMENT

9 the Trio, Probably Representative
Redfield Had the Best Occa-
slon to Smile.

of congress turned to the thought of
the happlest moments In one's life.

Paul Howland of Ohlo declared his
big moment of joy was when he was
permitted once to drive a chariot In
a pony and dog show parade.
Representative Redfield. who 18 a
wise chap, even if he does hall from
Brooklyn, sald {t was when he was
going to school and trying to master
long division. Three or four alsles

| stunts that boy did In the next few

| portion of the United States which

|
|

over from where he sat a boy yawned
It was not an ordinary yawn, but one |
of such genulne expression of feeling
toward things In general that it at-

tracted Hedlleld’s attention.
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The talk In one of the cloak roome | »* \
Benator Bafley sald his came the day
he wore his first palr of trousers. And .

by's = There isn't an-
other sliced dried beef
- like it. Good? It's the
inside cut of the finest

That's the kind —Lib- '
beef aliced to wafer thin-
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He was |I 4 Sli |
fortunate In having a paper wad right ced
at hand, ready for any emergency,

and he almed this at the boy's caver
nous mouth. The wad went right
square into the goal and—well, Fourth
of July fireworks are tame to the |

minutes,
He says he almost emiled once on |

stands supreme. The tasty
dishes one can make with it
are almost numberless,
Let's see ! There’s creamed

Dried Bee

ship board when the vessel gave a dried beef, and—but just try
lurch and threw a platter full of it. Then you'll know!
beefstenk, gravy and all, over the

open-faced shirt front of a pompous Alwayl lmistonl..ibby’u

No Frosts There,
Foote Lighte—It ig sald that the
southern tip of Florida {8 the only

superior.

passenger across the table, ’
|
i

never has experlenced frost.
Miss Sue BDrette—Too bad It 18 so

Don't accept“ajustasgood.” From ||
relish to roast, from condiment to }

Ready-to-Serve Foods is always
And they don't costone

conserve, the quality of Libby's
whit more than the ordinary kinds.

far away from our traveling theatrical | Pat up in sterilized glassortin |
companlies, containe ¢ |
' e [

Instead of liqu!d antiseptics, tablets | At Every Grocers |

and peroxide, for tollet and medicinal |
uses, muny people prefer Paxtine, |
which Is cheaper and better, At drug. |
glsts, 20c a box or gent postpald on re- |
celpt of price by The Paxton Tollet|
Co., Boston, Mass. i

Libby, M<Neill & Libby ‘

The Proper Courge.

“Is there a powder trust?"

“1 don't know, but If there |ls.
somebody ghould go gunning for it."

The Remedy.

"1 see heefl Is still going up.”

“Then the best way to stop that Is
to keep it from golng down.”

Henpecked Lion,
Benham-—-They mude a lion of me,
Mrs. Benham—Well, I'm a preity

falr sort of llon tamer.

Gurfield Tea promotes and ensures health.
Try It to be convineed, Druggists keep It

It's tough when love's young dream
dles of old age.

You Need

not suffer from the
effects of a weak '
stomach, lazy liver or

. clogged bowels when l
there's an easy way to
get rid of such troubles

[} quickly— by taking

1 HOSTETTER'S
g STOMAGH BITTERS

Try it and just no-

. tice its toning and .
strengthening effect

. on the entire digestive

system. Your: food [
will be properly di-
gested and assimilated .
and you'll feel better

all over. Commence
Right Away

At less than the cost
have purchased

regular retailer's price

SALE NOW
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OMAHA

We have something that every home needs.

12 Garloads of Pianos

from Chicago's largest dealer.
you in this sale fully 50 per cent. of the

from $125.00 to $300.00 on an instrument, it will
pay you to travel 600 miles to attend this sale,

HAYDEN BROS.

OMAHA, NEB.
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E S'SINGLE
| et BBINIDER

ALWAYS RELIABLE

WSEN }
CEMENT BLOGK 5=
Elirnl. Writa for

unr prices on Eclipse Block Machines and Mizes
Buy the Best., Chrisispher & Bos, Rfre., Wiehits, Kans

Nebraska Dlrééibry;
AUCTIONEER

uotloneers are not all
alike, Sume are +|me bel-
ter than others, The bettoy
the suctivneer the larger

than the poorost. There's
rrulll.-«*unlr nnd satisfuc
lon dn dulw business with

ANNON, Live atosk
Katale Awet

Z.8.BR
asd Real

|
!
‘GREEN GAB

|  The Dr. Benj. F. Bailey Saaatori
! Lincol Ml::lh o

m,
Ita brick and stone buildings so taste
fully furnished and thoroughly equipped,
| In the beautifal park of 23 acres, with
'staff of experience and a nursing corps
of unusual merit, offers you most per-
fect hospital results, yet always ro-
serves the atmosphere of a delightful
country HOME. Write for particulars

to manufacture. We

We will save

amounting to anywhere
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