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dhe QUEST o
-1 DORADO

URING & year's wanderings In Andean
lands and In the valleys of the Ama:
ton and the Orinoco | was frequent-
Iy reminded of the numerous expe-
ditlons that centuries ago went In
quest of that extraordinary will-o'-
wisp, usually known as El Dorado,
writes J. A. Manso in the Pan-Amer-
lean  Bulletin, Whether gliding

down a Peruvian river iff a dugout or traversing
in the saddle the llanos of Venezuela and the
lofty table lands of Colombia, I found myself
following the courses pursued by those intrepid

adventurers who, while secking n phantom, did
80 much toward exploring that vast region of
mountain and plain which lies between the egua:
tor and the Caribbean. At one time 1 was In
the footsteps of Gonzalo Plzarro and Von Hutten,
at another in the wake of Ursun and Orellana.
Now 1 was following the course taken by Bel-

alcazar and his eager band, as they hurried

across the Cordilleras in pursuit of the Gllded

King; anon 1 was pushing my way through the

dense and tagled forests which had been trav-

ersed by Jimines de Quesada and his sturdy men,
when In search of the great and peerless capital
of the Omaguas; and stlll again 1 was salling
on the tawny waters of the Casanare and the

Orinoco, which had witnessed the mad race of

the fleets of Antonlo de Berrio and Sir Walter

Raleigh for the golden city

of Manoa; for that—

“Imperial Kl Dorado, roofed

with gold;

Bhadows to  which, desplte all
shocka of change,

All onset of capricious accldent,

Men clung with yearning hope
which would ont dje.”

An yet, strange as it may
aeem, little is knewn about
these expeditions that at one
time commanded such unl-
versal attention in both the
New and the O0ld World, and
which for the historian still
constitute the most romantic

eplsode of the conquest of South America. One
reason for this lles in the fact that the most
guthentic and elaborate accounts of these stir-
ring enterprises are to be found only in the old
Bpanish chronicles, some of which are compara-
tively rare, while others, forgotten or unknown,
have for centuries been buried in the dusty ar-
chives of Spain and Peru and have only recently
been given to the press.

Among the most important of these chronicles
are the "“Noticlas Historiales” of Fray Pedro
8imon, a learned Francliscan monk, who wrote
nearly three centurles ago, while some of the
conquistadores were still living and while the
memory, of the events connected with the first
expeditions in quest of El Dorado was still fresh
in the minds of many of the survivors. Of scarce-
1y less value are the “Elegins de Varones llustres
de Indias” and the “Historia del Nuevo Reino
de Granada,” by Juan de Castellanos, the poet-
priest and historlan of the conquest, who had
served with distinction under Jiminez de Que-
sada in his celebrated campalgn against the Mu-
iscas and who knew personally many of the most
oelebrated of the adventurers who had taken
part in the search for the Gllded King on the pla-
teau of Cundinamarca and in the sultry lowlands
of the Meta and the Guaviare.

But although these and similar invaluable
works bearing on the expeditions in quest of the
Gllded King have appeared in Spanish, compara-
tively little of the information contained in them
has yet made ite way into English. This ex-
plains the numerous errors that are found in
what has hitherto been written on the subject
and why many adventurers llke Antonlo Sedeno,
Diego de Ordaz, Nicolas Federmann and others
of their contemporaries are classed among those
who sought for El Dorado when, as a matter of
fact, during their time no one had even heard of
this mythical personage.

It is a pity that those who love the curlous
and romantic phases of history have not given
more attention to the Interesting episode of El
Dorado. An exhaustive and authoritative work
on the subject, one which shall embody the re-
sults of the most recent reséarches in Spain and
Latin America, is certalnly a deslderatum in the
history of the conqueat and of the exploration
of the northern portion of our sister continent,
For the years devoted to the quest of the Gilded
King were not only “years crowded with Incl-
dent, streaked with tragedy, stained by crime,
darkened by Intrigue,” but they were also years
during which the amazing audacity, the match-
less prowess and the thrilling herolsm of the
conquistadores were seen at their best. And the
study of these years will show that the prime
mover of the Spanlards in their extraordinary
adventures was not only & thirst for gold, as I8
so often asserted, but that behind it all was a
love of glory and a sense of patriotism which
impelled them to make sacrifices and to under-
take enterprises before which even the bravest
men of our degenerate age would recoll with
horror.

It was in 1635 that a roving Indian first told
the Spaniards the story of the gilded chleftaln
to whom they forthwith gave the name of El Do-
rado—the Gllded Man or King—a name which
was subsequently applied not only to the gilded
chief himself, but also to the city wherein he was
supposed to reside, and to the province over
which he bore rule, and to the lake on which
his capital was said to be located. At that time
Secbastian Belalcazar, the lleutenant of Francisco
Plzarra, was in Quito, whither he had gone after

his victorious campnign against the generals of
Atahualpa, and here It was, according to Castel:
lanos, where—

An allen Indian, halling from afar,

Who In the town of Quito did abide,

And nelghbor to be of Bogota,

There having come, 1 know not by what way,
Did with him speak and solemnly announce
A country rich In emeralds and gold,

Also, among the things which them engaged,
A certaln king he told of who, disrobed,

Upon a lake was wont, aboard a raft,

To make oblations, as himself had seen,

His regal form o'erspread with fragrant oll
On which was lald a coat of powdered gold
From sole of foot unte his highest brow,
Resplendent as the beaming of the sun.

Arrivals without end, he further said,

Wers there to make rich votive offerings:

Of golden trinkets and of emeralds rare

And divers other of thelr ornaments;

And worthy credence these things he afirmed;

The soldiers, light of heart and well content,

Then dubbed him EI Dorado, and the name

By countless ways was spread throughout the world

According to the chronicler, Juan Rodrigues
Fresle, who was a son of one of the conquista-
dores of New Granada, the lake on which were
made these offerings of gold and emeralds was
Guatavita, a short distance to the northeast of
Bogota, And the source of his information re-
specting the nature of the ceremonies connected
with these offerings was, he assures us, no less
than one Don Juan, the cacigue of Guatavita,
who was the nephew of the chiel who bore sway
at the time of the arrival of the Spaniards under
Jiminez de Quesaca, and who was even then pre-
paring himself by a six years' fast to succeed
his uncle as cac jue of Guatavita, After this
long fast, which v us made under the most trying
conditions, the s - cessor to the caciqueship was
obliged to go to e lake of Guatavita and offer
sacrifice to ‘the cevil, who, Fresle informs us,
was regarded by the aboriginea as thelr god and
master. After bcing stripped, he was anointed
with a viscous earth, which was then overspread
with powdered gold In such wise that the chief
was covered witih this metal from head to foot.
He was then placed on a balso provided with a
great quantity of gold.and emeralds, which he
was to offer to his god. Arriving at the middle
of the lake, which was surrounded by a vast mul:
titude of men and women, shouting and playing
on musical instruments of various kinds, he made
his offering by throwing into the lake all the
trensure which he had at his feet. * After this
ceremony was over he returned to the shore,
where, amid acclimation, muslc and rejoicing, he
was received as their legitimate lord and prince.

From this ceremony, our author continues,
*“was derived that name, so celebrated, of 'El
Dorado,” which has cost so many lives and so
much treasure. It was in Peru that this name
Dorado was first heard. Sebastian Belalcazar,
having mect near Quito an Indian from Bogota,
who told him about the Gllded Man just de-
gcribed, exclaimed ‘Let us go In search of that
gllded Indian.’"” Hence the report of El Dorado
was spread throughout Castile and the Indies,
and Belalcazar was moved to go In quest of him
as he did, and hence glso the cause of that cele
brated meeting with Quesada and Federmann,
which constitutes one of the most thrilling and
dramatic chapters In the history of the conquest
of New Granada. '

The fact that only a few years after the arrival
of Belalcazar at Bogota the Spanlards began to
make efforts to secure the gold and  preclous
stones which, according to tradition, were cast
into the sacred lilke of Guatavita by the Gilded
King, is evidence that the statements of Fresle
and other contemparary writers regarding the
connection between this lake and El Dorado are
substantially true. For more than three cen-
turies attempts were made to drain the lake, with
a view of securing the priceless treasures which
were supposed to be spread over its bottom, but
the success which attended the efforts of those
who had the matter In charge.was only partial.
There were never sufiiclent funds available to
complete the work of drainage until a few years
ago, when the attempt was again made by some
Englishmen, who are still engaged in the under

QF A WODRD
ANVDIESL,
ARV,

£ Bikd

taking, Hut a number ot gold
objects were found, among
them some Interesting MHgur
ines, which confirmed many
people In the bellef they had
before entertained resarding
the eoxistenoe of untold
amounts of gold and preclous
gtones at the bottom of the
lake, the offerings of El Dora-
do to lils god before the Span:
jsh conguest, and convinced
them of the accurncy of the
accounts of the early chron
telers regarding the ceremo-
nles performed here centurles
ago, In which the Gllded Man
wns the chlef actor.

At the time of the arrival of
the conquistadores In South
Ameriea three different re
ports were In cireulntion
among the Indlans regarding
the mysterious personage
whom the Spaniards, from the
descriptions given of him by
thelr informants, agreed In
calling Bl Dorado, an nbbrevi--
atlon for ¢! hombre o rey do
rado—the Gllded Man or
King. That they should have
heard of him (n different
places widely separatéd from
one another {8 not surprising when we remember
that the Indians of Darlen and Costa Rica, long
before Francisco Plzarro'a advent in Peru, were
aware of the wealth and the power of the Incas
in the remote south, And that there should have
been different accounts regarding the character
and place of abode of this marvelous savage is
what might have been expected by one who
knows how prune Indians are to exaggerate or
to modify what they have heard, so as to suit
their own fancy. The same may In a measure
be sald of the Spaniards also. After the successes
achieved by thelr countrymen in Mexico and
Peru, and after the milllons of treasure which
bad been found in the lands of the Astecs, Chib-
chas and Incas, they were prepared for anything.
Nothing seemed impossible, and no tale about
gilded men or golden paluces was 80 extravagant
as to be rejected as false. They were ready to
give full credence to even greater fictions than
the Golden Fleece or the Apples of the Hesper
i{des, and would not have been surprised to find
Ophir or Tarshish In the valleys of the Orinoco
or the Amazon. The spirit of adventure and ro-
mance dominated everyone not only in the Indles
but in the mother country as well. “For all this
Spanish nation,” writes an old chronicler, “is
so desirous of noveltiea that what way soever
they bee called with a becke only, or soft whis-
pering voyce, to anything arising above water,
they speedily prepare themselves to flle and for
sake certaintles, under hope of an higher degree,
to follow Incertainties, which we may gather by
that which is past.”

It was n vague and fantastic rumor like this
that lured Belaleazar from Quito to the Sabana
of distant Bogota, where he met Quesada and
Federmann According to the Indjan from whom
the Bpanish chieftain recelved his information,
the province of El Dorade was called Cundiru-
marca, and was not more than twelve days dls-
tant from Quito. This distance, If the Indian's
statement was true, would preclude the plain of
Bogota as the home of the Gilded Man, for it
was impossible to reach this place in such a lim-
fted time. Besides, Cundirumarca is a Quichua
word, and could not, It Is asserted, have been
the name of a province in New Granada, where
the language of the Incns was unknown., Desplte,
therefore, the positive statement of Pledrahita
that the motive of Belalcazar's expedition to the
north was the discovery of El Dorado and the
House of the Sun, it may be that the real reason
was the desire on the part of Pizarro's lleutenant
to cut loose from his chief and find a country
of which bhe himself might become the adelan
tado. Bubsequent events and the relization of bis
desire to be appointed governor of Popayan give
color to this surmise,

Whether, however, Belalcazar misunderstood
his Informant regarding the location of the prov-
ince of Cundirumarca, or whether he was merely
looking for a pretext for escaping from Peru,
where he was overshadowed by Pizarro, it is cer-
tain that the next expedition In search of El
Dorado, by some considered the first genulne ex-
pedition In quest of the Gllded King, was headed
for the eastern slopes of the Andes instead of
for the northern plateau of New Granada. The
country of the Gllded King, It was now thought,
was In the vicinity of the "Land of Cinnamon,”
nnd preparations were [forthwith made to add
these rich lands to the possessions of the Span
ish crown.

Taking to the Tall Timber,

“Sisteren and bretheren,” exhorted Uncle Ab-
raham, a recent promotion from the plow to the
pulpit, “on de one side er dis here meetin'-house
is a road leading to destruction, on de ndder is a
road gwine to hell and damnation. Which you
gwine purnoo? Dar I8 de internal question:
Which {8 you gwine pursoo?’

“Law,” Brer Aberham,"” spoke sister Eliza from
the back pew, “I speck I'm gwine home troo de
woods!"—Lippincott's Monthly,

Demonstrated Efficiency,
“8o0 you think your wife is qualitied to help re-
form politlca?™
“Well," repl_lod Mr. Meekton thoughtfully, “she
has made a success of home rule all right.”

YOUNG BOY A HERD

BETHANY CITIZENS TO BUILD
STREET CAR LINE.

NEWS FROM OVER THE STATE

What s Going en Hers and There
That (s of Interest to the Read:
ers Threughout Nebraska
and Vicinity.

Broken Bow—Through the heroism
of a Y.yearold boy, the little son of
Nr, and Mrs. . . Harbaugh of this
city, was saved from drowning Three
little boys, one of them belng the sop
of A. I« Ford, went to the Swope Ice
pond In the afternoon to fish. Becom
ing tired of the sport, the J-yearold
Hurbaugh boy climbed to the top ol
the lee chute and, losing hia balance
slid down the Incline Into deep water,
Without hesitation the Ford boy
Jumped into the water and with greal
difficulty succeeded in getting hb
little companion to shore,

Killed In Auto Accident.

Arlington—Joreph Bruening of 8t
James, a welltodo Nebraska farmer,
was killed Sunday afternoon In an
autamobile accident. The machine he
was driving turned over while going
down a hill In the vicinity of his
home. He was thrown some distance
and his neck was broken. Mr. Breun
ing was an old resident of Cedar
county and leaves & wife and ten
children.

To Build Line of Their Own,

Dethany—Dissatisfied with the re
sults of their fight made against the
Omaha, Lincoln & Beatrice interurbap
street rallway, citizens of Bethany
have organized a corporation to be
known as the Hethany Tractlon com
pany and will bulld a strect car line
from that suburb to connect with the
state farm line of the ldncoln Trao
tion company,

Hastings Juniors Disciplined.

Hastings—The junior class of Hast
ings high school attended classes all
day Saturday, the first occaslon of it
kind on record here. It was by the
order of Principal Mitchell and a di
rect result of the junior “sneak” ol
last Tuesday when the third class, Ip
imitation of the seniors, took a class
bollday.

Served Elght Years Without Pay.

Lincoln—According to a petitior
filed in district court Saturday by Sam
Jacobson, that individual worked al
most elght years for Samuel M. Fogel
son without recelving any pay what

for the services thus performed.

Drowned in the Loup.

man Grove, were drowned In the Loup
river a mile south of here Tuoaday
alternoon.
—
Buperior has been granted free de
livery of mall, beginning September 1
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Beatrice will have morning game:
| July 4 and B. ¢
| Parrott and Balderson have been
released by Buperior.

Catcher Wacob of Wichita will play
with SBuperior this season,

“Ducky” Holmes' bunch in the Mink
| lengue I8 playing good ball.

Saturday games at York will be
called at 3 o'clock hereafter.

Columbus won the opening game al
home from Seward, Wednesday, 3 to 1L

Beatrice Mink league players clalm
to be in fine trim and are looking foi
scalps.

At the opening game at Columbus
with Beward, all the stores were
closed and there was a big automobils
parade with music by the band.

Mayor Wolz opened the Fremont
season by delivering the firat ball,

A record crowd witnessed the Kear
pey game with Hastings, who won §
to 1.

Gus Wisser of St. Joe has taker
charge of the Beatrice Mink league
team as manager. Wisser is an old
ball player and knows the game thor
pughly.

The Hastings management has
made a speclal admission fee of 10
cents to the boys of the city,

Plerce expects to open the basebal
geason about June 1. Last year whee
the club disbanded it had won the
greateat percentage of games over all
the teams in northeastern Nebraska

Manager Dorsch of Superior has
lined up his men in better shape, an¢
with the two new men, Hasler and
Kerr, he has & much stronger team
than at any time sfhce he has been
iraining his recruits.

When the Nebraska editors come ts
Lincoln next week they are to b
guests at Antelope park of the Lin
¢oln baseball management on Monday,
and of the commercial club on Wed
nesday, and some good games are
promised.

A parade and an address by Rev,
Bartle, who Introduced Manager Cock.
man and Umpire Merrill, and a bat-
lery stunt in which the two Glades
and Lester Schuff released a fowl and
fly, a Leghorn hen and a dove, fea
tured the initial game at Grand Island,
Wednesddy. The attendance was
lgltonduoc was about 1,000

ever. He now desires the court to
roquire Fogelson to pay him $§7.078 | g0 hig wife, I was willing to take it.

Oenoa—Lee Tinckom, aged 17, and | gntertain com

A girl thinks a young man who
apends money freely Ia the whole
thing—but It she marries him and
finds he has spent [t all she changes
her mind,

If You Are a Trifle Sensitive

About the size of your shoes, you oan
woul a slze smallor by shaklng Allen's Foote
Ease, the antiseptls powder, Into them,
Just the thing for Duncing Partles and for
Breaking In New Bhows Sampla  Freo.
Address Allen 8. Olmisted, Lo Roy, N. ¥

A Cold Day.

Hawltt-—=8o0 Gruet |s to marry a Dos
ton girl this week?

Jowelt—Yes, he Is harvesting an ice
crop.

' The Paxton Tollet Ca. of DNoston,
Mnss, will send a large trial box of
| Paxtine Antigseptic, a delightful cleans-
Ing and germicldal tollet preparation,
to any woman, free, upon request,
The Flat That Falled.

Howell—How do you llke your new

home?

Powell-1It 1s = flat fallure.

Cale's Carbollsalve quickly relloves and
sures burning, 1tehing and torturing skin
Minensen, It Instantly stops the pain of
burns. Cures without sears, 200 and 0o
by druggista, For fres sampla write to
J. W, Cole & Co, Bluck River Falls, Wis,

The chronle borrower discovers that
some people are so close you can't
touch them.

But & man who leads a doubla life
never does two men's work.

Peware of Spring’s sudden changes; k
Gartleld Tew at hand.  Drink hot on ul.lﬂil-;..

German sllver is an alloy of nickel,
copper and zine.

WOMEN SHOULD
BE PROTECTED

Against So Many Surgical Op-
erations. How Mrs.Bethune

Sikeston, Mo.—*‘For seven years I suf-
. 1 was in bed for four

anyone or have any-
onemoveintheroom.
The doctors gave me
medicine to ease me
a nd said that I ought to
have 1 would not listen to
that, and when a friend of my husband
told him about Lydia E. Pinkham's Veg-
etable and what it had done

Edwin Olson, 18 years old, of New- | egn visit when I and walk
day

ering
BeTHUNE, Sikeston, Mo.

Murrayville, IlL.—*‘1 have taken Ly
nkham’s Vegetable Compound

for & very bad case of female trouble
and it made me & well woman. My
health was all broken down, the doctors

pound.
1 got along so well that I gave up the
doctors and was saved from the
tion.” —Mrs. CHARLES MOORE, ﬁa.
No. 8, Murrayville, 1L

-
ssasen. Made of
meial, can'tspillor up
over; will not seoll or
injurs anytihing.
(luarantesd sfective
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HAROLD SOMERS, 150 Defald Ave., Breskiya, B. W,
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