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HEEP raising is one of the chlef ac
tivities of the American rural do
main, and it is one that has shown a
constantly expanding scope year aft
er year, seemingly without much
regard to the good years and bad
which are so visibly reflected In
many of the other occupations of the
farming community. It s interest
ing to note that sheep are associated
with man in the earllest records of
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the human race.

industry both at home and abroad.

The mutton sheep was rather slow in {nvading
America. The wool-producing Merino (which came
originally from Spain) was monarch of all he sur

They were firat
used only for milk, and later the skins were used
for clothing. Up to about a century and a half ago
wool was the primary consideration in sheep rais-
ing, but about the time mentioned an Englishman
began the first systematic and intelligent improve
ment of mutton sheep and it is a question whether
this is not now the most important branch of the

A WESTERN SHE

veyed on this side of the Atlantic for many years
and many & farmer paid almost fabulous prices
for sheep having no adaptation to anything except
wool production. Perhaps this state of affairs was
due to the impression that so long held sway that
the American people were pre-eminently a nation
of pork eaters and had little appreciation for good
sintton. Whatever justification there may have
been for this in the past it certainly ceased- years
ago. A depression in the price of wool some
soore of years ago was very Influential in
bringing about a change of conditions, and
once started the new movement in beheif
of mutiton sheep swept all before it. In-
deed, In some years a aingle market, such as
Chicago, has shown a gain of fully a million sheep
over the twelve months preceding. Canada

-sends great numbers of mutton sheep to this

country as well as conaiderable qm.::mén of '::i
The experience of later years proven

the rich lands and abundant feeds of the United
Btates are well suited to the ecomomical produe-
tion of superior mutton and the furthermors mut-
ton sheep if properly selected can grow a large
part if not all of the wool demanded for Ameri-
can manufacturing. Experts declare that there Is
no greater error than the impréssion on the part
of many people that sheep are suited only to in-
ferior land. To be sure, sheep, valike some other
apimdls, ean get along on scanty vegetation, and
consequently will grase profitably on memiarid
land, but on the other hand they render an es-
pecially large return for a liberal ration of good
foods. As showing how much more appreciation
of this fact there is in other countries than in the
United States it may be cited that recent statis-
tics showed that there were not to exceed 25
sheep per thousand acres of land In our leading
agricultural states, whereas In England the high-

sgricultural lands sustain an average of

The champlions of sclentific agriculture ia the

s, ¢ T \ ‘.__' ‘-...._"'

of fertility, but the
same amount of corn
converied Imto mut-
ton is olaimed not
to take from the
land more than §80
worth of fertility,
whereas if sold in
the form of wool it
will not take from
the land more than
$2 or $§3 worth of
fertility. With mut-
ton as the primary
consideration, how-
ever, sheep ralsing
will return a satis-
factory profit year
after year without
very much regard to
the pricé of wool.

In later years the
western territory
known as,the range
becams the great
breeding ground for
sheep, and as far
back ms a dozen
years ago this local-
ity produced about
one-half of the total
number of sheep In

the United States. As our readerp know the
crowding of the cattle out of many section of the
range by the sheep has been attended by much
bitterness and controversy. There are three prin-
cipal specles of range sheep. The old Mexico
sheep are the direct descendants of the original
Spanish Merino#; brought-over two hundred years
ago by the Spaniards In Old Mexico. They have
~long legs; a long, thin body, and the wool is fine
and thin. They are hardy, excellent travelers and
will keep in good condition on the poorest and
driest of ranges. Often they outsell all other
sheep, for the meat hap an excellent flavor and
the hide is thin, firm and soft These original
Mexioan sheéep have been largely graded with Me-
rino rams in New Mexico and southern Colorado.
The New Mexico sheep, as they are denominated,
are small-bodied sheep, and although they never
gTow Vvery large they get They bring
good prices, for the sam
the case of the Mexican sheep above mentioned.
numbers, many of
Merinos "ii'ou(ht from the east.
short-legzed and not as
southern sheep, but they need
ing, Idaho, ete., have,
ranges than are to be found
is In these porthern states
sway.

Almost all range sheep are affected with seab,
though it is frequently so held in check as to be
scarcely noticeable. As a remedy it is the general
practice to “dip” all range sheep, and this opera.
tion, aa carried on extensively on a large sheep
ranch is decidedly picluresque. Oftentimes it is
deemed. necessary to'give the same sheep several
dippings at Intervals of ten days, and occasional-
ly this dipping is done fn zero weather. On the
large ranches

that the Merinos hold
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come the most discriminating in the world om
beef products and is rapidly coming to demand
& correspoading superierity In mutton. Conse-
quently farmers and rénchers nnllulh:uu-
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A diffculty in mutton production has always been
the scareity of stock sheep, particularly sires,
baving sufficient merit to @ill the standard of ex-
cellence. The ideal sire, it may be added, should
be impressive, resolute and of noble bearing—
distinctly the head of the flock in every sense of
the word. This requires, of course, good constl-
tutional and vital powera.

It bas likewise come to be-regarded as essen-
tial, as above pointed out, that a mutton sheep
should have a good fleecs as well as a good
carcass, Thisg combination has been proven both
practical and profitable, and it is no longer re-
garded mecessary to grow one sheep for s fleece,
another for a carcass and another for a lamb, An
intelligent, up-to-date flockmaster combines them
all In one clasa. Some of the best mutton sheep
are producing as profitable fieeces as those kept
exclusively for wool and thelr lambs are decidedly
superior. As Is well known, one of the first ee
sentials in & good fleece is compactness or den-
sity, this quality not only insuring a better yleld
of wool, but miso affording better protection
egainst storm, Thig indicates a hardier animal
and one better able to withstand exposure. It i~
desirable to have a close, even, dense fleece, with
no breaks, cover all parts of the body, including
the head, limbwy and under parts, and the tendency
in latter day breeding is toward carrylog the
flesce niore completely over the head, face, Umbs
and under parta.

The far-sighted sheep raiser is also coming to
guard against neglect or undue exposure of his
flock, periods of slckness, or indeed anything that
will impair the vitality of the animals, for it hias
come to be.pretty well understood that such in-
fluences diminish both the length and strength of
fiber and fAneness, whereas, length and strength
of fiber are essential qualities in a good fleece.
Well-fed sheep always produce the best wool and
the greatest quantity of it, and expert opinion is
to the effect that a fleece almost Invariably beging
to decline in valug after a sheep has passed the
age of four yeass. The best grade of wool I8
fnvariably found on the rear part of the shoulder,
and wrinkles or folds of the skin about the neck
or other parts of the body are detrimental, inas-
much as the wool that grows within these folds
is unlike other parts of the fleece and there is &
consequent lack of uniformity.

The proper feeding of sheep in one of the chief
responsibilities connected with the industry. In
soms localities the “self-feeder” Is extensively
employed, but in other localities it Is not in much
fazor. Properly eured alfalfa bas come up won-

« “derfully in popularity as a food for sheep and

‘many sheep feeders have purchesed extensive
areas of alfalfa for use in this connection, Many
of the large feeders In such states as Nebraska,
Colorado and Minnesota have no shelter for thelr
flocks, but It Is generally conceded now that prop-
erly constructed sheds are an advantage, al
though, of course, Involving considerable outlay in
the case of large foeding yards. Eome.of the

_most progressive sheep men now recommend
feeding three times s day, although others still
eling to the old idea that It is mot necessary to
feed more than twice s day, Along with all thess
other requisites for success in sheep ralsing there
Is the necessity for the good shepherd of judg-

Even on the range where

to be able to shift for them-

& tendency to employ a better
class of men as sheep b

The Genuine Artigle,

T don't know about this picture, Bobby,” sald
the visitor, aa he ran over specimens of the
youngster's camers work, “1 am afrajd a dog
with & propeller fustead of a tall is something of

propeller,” sald by. "That's
He kept waggin' it while his ploture
tooksntd.'S=llarper's Weekly, g
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Innumerable Numbaers of Them Along
Southern Coast and Around the
Catalina lslandes.

Los Angeles, Oal.—Along the coast
of southern California thera are almoat
Innumerable numbers of fiying fish, Es-
peclally Is this the case around the
Catalina fslands, which lle about 30
mliles off shore,

In point of aize, these fish range
from 6 to 18 Inches. They askim
along the surface of the sea, and,
at brief Intervals rise above the wa.
ters and Indulge in ashort flights
through the air. In length and helght
these flights vary, much depending
ipon the state of the weather, the

A Flying Fish,

wind, and the slze of the waves. Some-
timea they will fily from five to tem
feet above the surface.

With the wing-like fins they throw
themselves swiftly forward and up-
ward and then dart ahead, sustain.
Ing and propelling thelr course
through the alr. All this s done with
great rapldity; then the creature sud:
denly drops back into the water. An
instant later it s ready for another
flight, These brief excursions in the
alr are generally made just ahead of
vessels and along the siden as they
advance tbrough the sea. Bometimes
there are great schools of these croa
tures rising, darting ahead, following
and falling and rising again, just like
a flock of birds,

It Is & very curlous and interesting
spectacle to watch these schools of
fish from the deck of a vessal.

They are more frequently seen early
In the morning than during any other
time,

It often happens that these fish
drop on the deck of the vessels and
Are captured. The fiying flsh are not
deemed edible,

TREE IS A FREAK OF NATURE

Grows Around an Old Gunbarre! Left
in the Crotch Many
Yeare Ago.

Murfreeaboro, Ark.— A curlous
natural phenomenon of Plke county {s
a wild cherry tree on the Ellsworth
farm two milea north of this place.
The tree Is about sixteen inches in
dilameter and twenty feet to the first
lmb, .

About ten feet up, at what was
probably one time the fork In the tree,
#ince grown Into a solid trunk, an old
musket I8 grown Into the tree. The
barrel sticks out at one alde, the
stock protruding from the other. On
the stock is cut the initials *J, P."
The general bellef is that some one
left the gun In the old crotch of the
tree and forgot It, and In the years

Gunbarre! In a Tree.

that have elapsed the tree has closed
on It completely.

Mr. Ellsworth, the owner of the
farm, has refused fancy prices offered
for fhe tree by several curio colles
tors.

QUEER' VISITATION "¢ FATE

Wealthy New Yorker, Who Cast Kine
folk Aside, Visited by Strange
Prank of Fate. %

New York-—By a strange prank of
fate Arthur J. Mace, the wealthy man.
ufacturer of refrigerators and toys,
who refused to permit two crippled
brothers to remaln In his bouse
in this city, now lles himsell a hope
less cripple in bhis splendld mansion.
Just a year after he ordered his broth.
ars out he fell and broke his back and
{s paralyzed from the waist down.

The two brothers, Henry B. Mace
and Edward H. Mace, have been sul-

" ferers from a peculiar nervous trouble

singe they were boys. It renders them
practically helpless, and they are
obliged to be constantly attended by
trained nurses,

When they go out they have to be
wheeled in roller chairs. Thelr lower
limbs are useless for purposes of lo-
comotion. These two brothers, how-
ever, have the Income from $300,000,
so that they arg amply able to main
tain themaslves.
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“Do giraffea catch cold when they
vet their feet, papa?”

“Of course, my son—but not until
the next month!"—Heltero Welt,

Bean Porridge Hot.
“Would you call soup an edible?”
“Yos, an audible edible.”

Poverty hath its own reward. A poor
man {sn’t asked to contribute to a camy
palgn fund.

Tell the deale t Bingle
Dinder siraight 0o cigar

It's one kind of tough luck to strike
oil when boring for water.

TO HEALTH

STOMACH

BITTERS

NEARTBURN
POOR APPETITE
INDIGESTION
COSTIVENESS

FO

take the Bitters first. You will
find it exceedingly helpful.
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DRINK HABIT SR

fafest methods, Never
mm” o~ Drug Habits also success
fully treated by the latest and shoriest metly

N tal suffering.
or " oend Tor literatare. and "endoreSments

INTERNATIONAL INSYITUTE COMPANY
809 So. 11th Sireel Lincoln, Nebraska

HEART DISEASES

1 limit Heart and
s
and peglect b coully and bed. Wieie

J. 8. LEONRARDT, M. D, Heart Specialist
1726 N Strest Liscoln, Nebraska

Best Fire Protection on the Farm
Got AXTARROUS FIRK KXVINGUBNUR, TThe mosy
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