HE summer of 1011 s Ilkely to
be long remembered in many agri-
enltural communities in the United
Hintes a8 n #eason of unusually
high temperatures and scanty rain
fall. The disadvantages of such
wenther conditions bore most heav-
fly, however, upon a large propor-
tion of the people engaged in truck
gardening. More seasonable tem-
peratures and the lifegiving raln
appenred In time to mave the sta:
ple crops In most districts, but too
fate, unfortunately, to mend matters completely
€or the truck gardeners. Some of the truckers es-
caped a curtallment of Income, but It was only
beause thelr holdings were favorably situated or
because they had thelr private systems for irrl
gating. To the man who, thanks to such facill
tles, was nble to rulse half a crop or better the
high prices that ruled for such products offered
ample compensation for the smaller yleld.
Unfavorable conditions such as have recently
prevalled doubtless cause more consternation in
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the trucking industry than in any other branch
of soll tilling. The fruit grower who has had
Any experience comes to expect the inevitable
*“bad years" and to view them with some com-
placency, and even the grain grower does not
fook for the same ratio of profit from every
barvest. However, the truckers, particularly
those operating small farms or “patches,” are
wont to count upon each year's productive-
ness at a maximum and are correspondingly

sappointed when dame nature does not ar-
range things to their liking.

One explanation, too, of the emphatic com-
plaints that are heard with reference to truck-
ing conditions in an unfavorable year is found
in the number of newcomers In the fleld—men
and women who prior to their present venture
bad never had experience In farming of any
kind. The tales told in recent years of the
profits and delighta of trucking, the ease with
which the products can be disposed of, and the
comparatively emall outlay required for a five
or ten-acre “Intensive farm.,” have combined
to lure into the fleld many people who, woe
to them, had no fund of experlence to draw
upon. Particylarly has this ,been the case
near our large cities where many small truck
farms - have huntlu.rted by city folWh, either
as the “side line" of some city occupation or
with a view to obtaining an anchorage that
would later permit migration to the country,

As In poultry ralsing and other supposedly
‘St rich quick™ vocations there have been a
number of more or less bitter disilluslonments
of late years In th fleld of trucking, but, by
and large, the Industry has developed tre-
mendously. It has come to be appreciated by
many of the fininitinted that In truck garden-
ing no more than In any other fleld can re-
wards be obtained without hard work and that
llBl‘E. as QllOWhPTE. Bome experience (s neces-
sary and that a man must expect to pay for
such experlence If he has not acquired it at
the expense of snmebody else before he struck
out for himself. Moreover, the up-to-date
trucker has come to realize that he must de-
vise means to eclrcumvent nature when she
frowns just ms the fruilt growers have dls.
covered expedlents for dodging frosts and
other menaces.

One truth that is happlly belng brought
home to many people engaged In or contem-
plating trucking Is that a little capital {8 of
immense advantage just as it is In every other
walk of life,
leases his holdings or buys “on time" at favor-
able terms can set up In business for a sur
prisingly small cash capital and it is this pos-
aibility which has attracted to the fleld so
many men with very small bank accounts and
women suddenly thrown on their own re-
sources. At the same time the new entrant
who starts with a “nest egg” has a tremend-
ousa advantage and, for one thing, he will not
be nearly so much at the mercy of the whims
of nature as his fellow trucker who has none
of the modern alds now considered essential
to sucoessful trucking.

The trucker with ecapital has, it goes with.
out saying, a full complement of the tools and
equipment which, in trucking as {n more ex-
tengive forms of farming, save time and labor

" will have more or less pretentious

To be sure, the trucker who-
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—an especial consideration if a man is at
tempting to operate a truck patch single-
handed, More important yet, the trucker who
is able to lay out some money on his prop-
erty will have some sort of a drainage and ir
rigating qyatem which will carry off surplus
water in the case of torrentlal showers and
will, on the other hand, enable him to “water
his gardens” when a rain famine comes. He
green
houses that will enable him to raise early
vegetables and to give his garden stuff an
early start under glass. And he mAy even
have facilitles for ralsing some products In
shade or partlal shade, And so there might
be continued almost Indefinitely the enumera-
tion of the Innovations that have bettered
modern trucking conditions, all the Way up to
the facilitles on those large truck farms
where we find miniature or narrow Eauge
rallways traversing the trucking area and af-
fording the means of transferring the vege-
tables, berries, etc., in one handling from the
pickers to the boats or rallroad cars that are
to convey them to market.

A notable characteristic of modern methods
of trucking fs the extent to which speciallza-
tion is belng practiced. We still have, of
course, farms by the thousand where every-
thing from onlons to pumpkins are raised, but
we also find, to an increasing extent, progres
tive men who are devoting thelr whole invest-
ment and energy to one product and endeavor:
ing to secure that extra quality which special-
leation produces and which always means
higher prices when the ultimate consumers
learn of Its presence. This explains the “let-
tuce farms" where nothing but lettuce is cul-
tivated and the “celery farms" in Michigan
and elsewhere that concentrate on this capri-
clous product and the “watermelon patches"
of the south—and so on through s long list.

As a sequel to this era of specialization has
come the practice of many truckers to dispose
of thelr products direct to the consumers, Of
course this means added profits, for not only
does it cut out the middleman's margin but In
many instances the trucker finds discriminat
ing city folks willing to pay him more than
the prevafling retail price in order to obtain
products of exceptional quality and which they
can depend upon being fresh. BSome truckers

bave acquired a
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circle of house-
holders in the
nearest city to
each of which
they send a box
of the green
things by ex-
press each day
or week, ao
cording to or
der. An even
simpler solution
for the trucker
{s found in an
h & © rangement
whereby he dis-
poses of his en-
tire output di-
rect to some
large city hotel
And It may sur
prise soms
readers to learn
that many of
these fashionable hotels do not demand “cut
rates” because they buy im quantity. They
are so glad to be assured of dependable vege-
tables of the highest grade that they pay as
much as the same stuff would bring at retall
in the same city,

An Interesting “side line” that has developed
in connection with twentieth century trucking
is the canning and preserving industry. We
seo this tendemcy exemplified in two ways.
First, there is a disposition on the part of
the big canning firms that “put up” tomatoes,
corn, etc, to ralse their own vegetables and
in not a few Instances In late years the can-
ning factories have been moved “to the flelds”
to be near the source of supply. Secondly,
and more significant, is the disposition of
truckers to put up In glass or tins their sur-
plus products and to market them direct. The
farmer's wife and daughters, from time out of
mind, have been stocking the home larder
for winter use in this manner, but latterly
they have taken to plckling and preserving
for the great outside public as well. In many
instances where the responsibilities have be-
come too much for the women folk on the
truck farm outalde help is called In—school
girls eager to earn vacation money; summer
boarders who are willing thus to pay thelir
way; and factory folk from the nelghboring
towns who are out of work temporarily, ow-
ing to the summer “shut downs."

Time was when the average farmer's wife
was wont to declare that it did not pay to
can or preserve for the market, however much
pride she might take In such work for the
household and however much gratification she
might feel when her jams and stewed frults
took the prises at the courty fair. All this
stigma of unprofitableness has passed, how-
ever. When the public will pay twenty to
thirty-five cents for a small glass of jelly and
as high as one dollar for a quart jar of pre-
served fruit it is no use to talk about it belng
s thankless job even though it be a hot task
on a summer day. The truckers have discov-
ered that the publie will always pay good and
even fancy prices for these "by-products” if
they can have the assurance that they are
gotting pure products of superior quality put
up without the use of injurious preservatives
in the sanitary swrroundings of & respectable
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home. Furthermore,
the country folk who
go in for home preserv-
ing on a large or small
scale will find that &
conslderable portion of
the buying public will

proportionately in-
creased price {f the
products are put up in
glass jars, or bottles,
instend of in tin cans.

Of the modern meth:
ods of trucking which
ars yet open to im-
provement mention
may be made of the
methods of storing for
the late winter trade.
For instance it seems
to be generally admit-
ted that the methods now in vogue for keeping
celery are defective for commercial purposes.
Truckers are working to solve the problem, how-
ever, and ultimately will succeed. 8o, likewise,
they are striving for economles in other direc-
tions. For example, means have lately been
dlscovered for utilizing the grenhouses or fore
ing houses for vegetable raising all through the
summer instead of allowing them to stand idle
throughout the interval. Some crops are found
to do better under glass even in midsummer.
Finally it may be noted that even the potato
has taken standing as a truck crop in late years
and thousands of acres are annually plafnted in
early varietles of potatoes which are harvested
as soon as they attaln suitable size and rushed
to market.

GARDEN TROUBLES

This Is the season when gardens grow. Gentle
reader, have you a garden? No? Oh, you live
in a city flat where there wouldn't be room to
stand a garden up edgeways? Well, move out
of It right now and go where you can have &
garden. If you can't have one any other way,
make one. Everybody makes garden In the
spring. That is why there is such a demand in
the spring for medicine that will correct bad
blood. Nobody ever planted bad blood In his
garden, but before the novice {s dome with 1t
he will discover that bad blood is about the most
successful crop bhe can ralse. If nature attended
to her business Instead of hanging around wait-
ing for the man to do most everything himself,
gardening would be more attractive and popular,
But nature simply will not do a lick until a per-
son gets the ground ready and lays it off in plats
and drills and rows and beds and things and
buys the seeds and plants them.

After all that has been accomplished at great
labor and expense nature takes hold and shoves
the sprouts up out of the soll; but no more, for
when the plants have got a start once they will
grow themselves. But they won't take care of
themselves, and nature doesn't, so the man i»s
compelled to look after them. He has to look
after them all the time, too, because if he Isn’t
there to work just as hard from then to the
finish, as he did from the beginning to then,
the kind of a garden he will have will cause his
wife and children to giggle at him and prompt
his nelghbors to give him the horse ha-ha. Be-
sldes, there are the weeds and the bugs and the
rain and the drought and the chickens and the
dogs and the cats and the pigs and the boll
weevil and the pip and the scale and the codling
moth, and llke as not somebody leaves the gate
open and the cows get in and— Well, by thun-
der! it's no wonder all our troubles get thelir
start in a garden.—Willlam J. Lampton, in Judge.

DUST BY THE WAYBIDE,

The man that holds the dollar until the eagle
squeals is never arrested for disturbing the
peace.

Many a man gets safe in office, then slams
the door and buillds a fire under the voters
when they try to slide down the chimney.

After the office seeks the man it sometimes
wonders why It went so far for so little.

Wisdom doesn't remain long enough In one
place for people to get well aoquainted with it
—Atlanta Constitution.

GREAT BELLS OF THE WORLD

Tear Kolgkel the Largest, but “Liberty
Bell” is Dearest to Hearts of
Americans.

Philadeliphia.—In the great drama
of history bells have played a very
prominent role. The bell most his
torical and most dear to all Americans
is the “Liberty Bell" now in Philadel-
phia. The other nations of the world
have bells as famous and dear to them
in historiec memory as our “Liberty
mll.il

In Belfast, Ireland, there s a bell
reputed to be 1,352 years old. It 1s
sald that the bell was bequeathed to
& church In that city by 8t. Patrick.
It Is carefully preserved and orna-

World's Largest Bell

mented with preclous stones and fil§
gree of gold and sllver.

The largest bell In the world s
known as the Tsar Kolokel. There is
an interesting history surrounding ft.
When it had been cast, attempt was
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made to hang it so that It might be
rung, but, by an unhappy echance, fit
broke from {its supports and fell to
the ground, wherein it made a great
hole thto which it sank and lay for
many years. Finally, after mora than
& hundred years of oblivion, it was
ralsed and placed In a public square
In Moscow, where it now stands. This
bell welghs more than 440,000 pounds,
and {8 more than 19 feet in helght
and 60 feet In circumference.

There s a bell in northern China

| which has been ringing without inter

|
|

mission for 100 years. The natives
belleve that at every stroke of the
bell a devil 1a exorcised from thelr
midst. A speclal tax has been levied
to support those who make a business
of ringing this bell. It is rung by a
system of relay teams that keep re-
placing one another.

The history of bells i very interest:
ing. They are usually connected with
important periods in a nation’'s exist-
ence. They have inspired much of the
world's best poetry. Qne of the most
harmonic lyrics, “The Bells,” by Ed-
gar Allen Poe, was inspired by the
ringing of church bells near hia home.
Father Prout's beautyful lyrie, “The
‘Bells of Shandon,” was i{nspired by
the bells near Cork, I[reland. Bells
that ring at scheduled periods in cer-
taln communities become, as it wers,
a llving part of the community.

TO MEMORY OF CLEVELAND

Native Town (s to Bulld $850,000
Memorial Despite Disparage-
ment of Gosslp.

Caldwell, N. J.—The proposition ol
influential citizens to erect & memorial
to Grover Cleveland in Caldwell, hia
birthplace, by expending $5,000 of ths
municipal fund, and $46,000 to be ool
lected elsewhere, promises to be &8
success, since Mrs. Cleveland has
come forward with the assurance that
recent gosalp to the effect that the

urover Cleveland’s Birthplace.

ilate president despised his native city
is absolutely untrue.

Mras. Cleveland wrote to the friends
of the memorial project assuring them
jthat her husband always spoke kindly
‘'of Caldwell, and her declaration s
supported by a letter Mr. Cleveland
wrote several years ago In which he
referred to the town as & place dear
to him,

Governor Woodrow Wilson has given
his indorsement to the project.

White Girl Marries Negro.

Chicago.—Mrs. Mabel Arantz, 16
yeara old, white, was forcibly sepa-
rated from Robert Arantz, 19 years
'old, & negro, to whom she was mapr
ried, after they had eloped from
Omaba, Neb. Arantz s under arrest
‘and the girl, who clung to the colored
lyouth's arm when he was peing led

& cell, was sent to the police sta,
‘ton annex.
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Deer Feeds With Cows.
Plymouth, N. H.—~When Charles 8,
Milligan, & milk dealer, went for his
rows he was surprised at seeing a
goung deer feeding with his herd near
Ahe pasture bars. The deer followed
{the herd to the barn, remaining there

Yor two hours and eating hay,

/
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