JEW YEAR'S day among

, the Japanese {8 not
; only the day that be
gine a yvear, but It is,
in the highest sense of
* the words, le jour de
I'an—thelr “day of the
vear.” Preparation for
it begins early In De
eember.  The Amerl
ean Christmas shopper,
it landed In Tokyo in
mid-December,  would
find crowds of her
bruthers and sisters in gpirit throng
Ing In shops decorated with the most
attractive symhollc  ornamentations
and displaving with great skill the
things most requisite for the coming
hollday time, At night, nlong the
thoroughfares, the stranger would see
multitudes crowded about street hoothe
to purchase the wares exposed there,
all which are significant of the New
Year festival, and nothing else, BEvery
where the avenue and by-ways would
be flluminated with rows of ehining
lanterns, bearing trade devices and
tamily crests, all suspended from the
low eaves of stores and houses, Never
are the streets of Japanese cities and
towns so enlivened with gayly dressed
crowds and busy trafckers as during
the time of our own allen, yet kindred,
Christmas excitement,
{ The specific preparations for the
New Year begin about the thirteenth
of the last month, Then, within every
house In the empire, a general clean-
fng up takes place. A fresh, green
branch of the bamboo tree, with its leaves and
twigs to symbolize good fortune, 18 used as a
duster In completing the thorough sweeping. At
this time the soft rice mats of which the floor-
Ing In Japanese homes is made are renewed In
order that the callers at the New Year may he
recelved where they can enjoy a spotless footing,
At this time, too, all matrons and maids are
busy getting ready for wear on New Year's day
kimonos that shall have no trace in them of the
vanished past. To old and young the dally theme
of thought and talk {8 the coming “New Year."
full as much as “Christmas” 1s to us,

Outside the houses symbolle decoration has
full sway, and iransforms the thoroughfares Into
gayly colored and evergreen avenues. The tree
less streets are turned, for the time belng, into
vistas of swaying bamboo and plne trees. Before
each house entrance, according to the tenants’
purses and taste, stands a kind of archway. [ts
plne branches, supposedly male and female, on
the right and left, and the tall triple bamboo
shafts (both trees symbollc of longevity that s
of n hardiness that has borne the storms and
struggles of long life Into a rugged old age) wel
come the visitor. Over head, spanning the space
between these uprighta of the arch, {s a decorat-
#d rope always of rice straw, having on It various
pendants arranged In serles of seven, flve and
three (lucky numbers). The rope recalls one of
the most revered and poetic traditions of the Jap-
anese past. The sun goddess, the ancestress of
the Imperial house of the emplre, was angered
with her brother in the anclent days, and in re
veuge hid herself In a cave, Darkness then pre-
valled In heaven and over the earth, ‘The gods,
in their perplexity, tried to induce her to come
out of her hiding place. But In valn did they
appenr, untll, in a dance they had arranged, she
was Induced by a taunt that touched her vanity
to open the door of her self-chosen dungeon. One
of the gods then drew her forth, and, to prevent
her running back Into the cave, stretched a straw
rope across the entrance. The perpetual shining
of the sun, sccured thereby, remalns memorial-
fzed in the garlanded barrler hanging above each
Japanese portal at New Year's time.

Among the most noticeable and significant cb
fects ornamenting these doorway arches Is a scar
let lobster, embedded among some branches of a
bush whose old leaves remain unshed until after
the voung leavea have budded. The lobLster's
crooked body tells of old age bent with years,
while the bush branches around It show how
parents remaln even while echildren and c¢hil-
dren's children may eome into being. In the
same decoration fronds of fern are placed, whose
palrs of leaves symbolize wedded llfe. The or-
ange, whose color brightens the clusterod sym-
bols, benrs a name which, a8 a pun, means “gen-
erntlons,” and tells of family perpetuity. Sea-
weaed Is there, too, as o memorial of good fortune,
commemorating also the prehistorie eonquest of
Korea by the Empress Jingo. Her troops were in
danger of defeat because thelr horses on the Ko-
fean seashore were starving from lack of food.
ftut, by Inspiration, she ordered seaweed to be
plucked from the waters of the beach and given
to the horses, who then were so Invigorated that
they carried thelr riders to glorlous victory.
Gohel white bands of paper wave over the gar
lands of the doorway arches symbolie of the an-
clent offerings that have won the favor of “the
myriad gods.”

After busy weeks of preparation at last the
closing day of the year comes. On New Year's
eve the whole country Is astir and every place
that needs a light for use or beauty is brightened.
All through that night the people stay out of bed
to see the old year pass and to welcome the new,
Merchants do not go to bed untll the dawn of
New Year's day. All the business accounts of
the closing year must be settled that night, and
In every sense of the word the year be hegun
#resh among those Japanese who are gulded by
the old soclal order. All thinge are made new.
Bad luck, bad feelings, unsettled debts, are all
to be done away with and a new chapter of llfe
opencd, filled with happy prospects. The com-
plete renewal of old-fashloned Japanese life at
the New Year 18 well ghown In one of the names
that the dony beares, Ban Gan, “The Three Begin-

,.

“ ‘1 ;'.
_,l,\l'-l[ull'

nings,” that 18, of
“year,” of "month” and
of “day."”

When the house-
hold awakens on Janu-
ary 1 every member of
the family secks the
others to say “Omede-
10" {Congratulation).
And then an exchange
of presents llke our
Christmas glving be-
gins, The New Year
breakfast 1s a feast of
svinbolism and of good wlishes, The New Year's
wine, too, is passed around, with the wish that
everyone may drink along with the cup a long,
long lite, A eoup containing a pecullar rice paste,
moechi, is eaten by all, each one wishing the
others ten thousand years of pleasure and pros
perity. Then the houschold prepare for a day
of festivity. The bugy broom and bamboo duster
are left Idle all the day, for fear that they might
sweep out of the house the divine freshness that
has come {nto it. All the shops remaln closed
from dawn untll the next day. It Is the day of
the home and of soclal happiness. There Is no
“Christmas tree” as the center of the Japanese
New Year celebration inside the house, but there
is the Kagami mochl or “mirror rice cakes” that
are made as consplcuous as the “tree,” These
cakes represent the round mirror, In which the
sight of her face enticed the sun goddess out of
her cave In the olden time. For eleven days these
cakes remaln decorated with frults and flowers,
elevated on whitewood trays. Then they form
part of a famlly feasting,

Throughout Japan the New Year's day Is the
one complete hollday of the year. Soon after
breakfast all the members of the familles, dressed
in their newest clothes, take to the gardens, parks
and sireets for characteristie pleasurings. Unl:
versal visiting 18 a soeclal law—calling on friends
and relatives In person or by card. Unliversal
gift making s Indulged in, messengers belng
sent bearing presents all around the houschold
and friendly cireles. Distinctive and coxclusive
games also belong to the New Year time, Battle-
dore and shuttlecoek Is prebably chlef among
them. In certain parts of Tokyo, for example,
strects are almost Impassable boecause of the
hosts of the playvers of this game. As far as one
can gce, the scene g one of bewlldering color
from the stir of the dresses of the glrls, who are
as active In thelr gport as so many of our tennis
players. Gavly ornamented battledores flash ev-
erywhere, and the air 1s full of the bright, fNutter-
lng toys that are struck from one to another
player. Penalty for defeat usually means gro
tesque markings of the face with strokes of char
econl Ink. One may see thousands of children
merry under the comical markings Imposed upon
thelr foreheads and cheeks.

Kite flylng is another pecullar New Year pas-
time. And kite flying In Japan ls a sight well
worth golng far to see. The varlety of shape, the
gorgeousness of coloring, the extraordinary slze
of many of these toys, I8 something pecullar to
the Japancse, Then the gkill shown In maneu-
vering the kites s miarvelous, They hum as they
sway in the Jonuary breeze with a sort of orgnn-
pipe volume of sound, and, at times, they swoop
down upon antagoniet filers, like hawks, and,
with thelr glasgdost-coverad cords cut thelr ene-
mles free, thus making them the property of
thelr own masters. There {8 hardly a more fas.
cinatlng spectacle than one of these friendly bat.
tles in the alr of Japanese kites, under the guid.
ance of the skilled men who manage them,

Another distinetlve entertalnment for the New
Year celebration I8 furnished by groups of masked
performers who go about the streets led by a
curlous animallike creature, whore grotesque
lion-head exeltes muech mock terror among chil-
dren, The anties of these motley crowds ure
fupposed to exorclse evll spirits from the Japan.
ese homes, as well as to add gayety to the do-
Ings of the day. Many other unlquoe ceremonies
take place on the first day; too many for an at-
tempt to deseribe them here.

But we may not pasg' by the old eard parties
of the New Year evenings; the matchings of the
beginnings and ends of the “hundred songs of a
hundred singers.” From one January to another
this game s nol Indulged In; but at the opening
of the year it 18 the chief sport kept for the even-
Ings, whole familles becoming absorbed in it It
Is & contest of mamor® and of quickness at dis-
aovering In eards lald out before a group of play-
ers the end of a poem whose opening llnes have
been read by a leader, It I8 astonishiug to see
the mental skill that many of the players have
ucquired

One more exciting New Year game deserves
mentlen, the fortune lotterles, In these home
lotteries one takes hold of the end of a rope and
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Cnsts 1he other ol over W
sereen.  HEC len players attach
rome gift to the free ond of the
rope, whereby ofton the hest of
fun  ecomes,  beecause of the
prizes drnwn

ninge for Japan, with Its dling and many
ures, at last comes to a close
of the vear the duty of work {s eclebrated.
home the ehildren strive to show to thelr parents
the best they can do in penmanghip or In memory
of things to be learned. Girls try thelr first orna-
mental needlework or plece of mugle; merchants
open thelr shops with a show of recelving their
first goods for the year. On the street many pro-

pleas-

cespglons of coolles are seen bearing beautifully or- |

namented specimens of the tradea of thelr masters,
Heavlly loaded wagons, brilllantly decorated with
lanterns, flags and advertisements, drawn by oxen
covered with many colored cloths, pass from dla-
triet to district, accompanied by singing and dane-
Ing workmen,

Toward the evening of the second day nstreet
peddlers, erylng “Treasure shipe for sale!™ go
about among the crowds,
Ings of the “Seven Gods of Happlness,” afloat In
a boat, Multitudes buy these carlcatures of an
anclent sacred group, much as we might buy a
pletured Santa Claus. That night the “treasure
ship"” must lle under one's plllow. The dreams
that eome then mean much for the reet of the
opening year.

On tho third day of the New Year the firemen
of the towne have thelr annual parade and glve
public exhibitions of acrobatic skill In many places.
These exhibitions are no mean shows. Bome of
the performers dieplay an agile abllity in climbing,
balancing and leaping that I8 of an extraordinarily
high order.

Indeed, all the days of the first fortnight of the
new year are red letter days, until the fifteenth
day comes, when seemingly a most comical end-
Ing of the whole festal season takes place,
people nfter that settle down to the ecommonplace
ordar of regular daily labor. The Japanese people

at the present time do not take this closing event |

more seriously to heart than we of this land now
regard the rlde of Tam O'S8hanter; but, theoretl-
cally, the inhabitants of the Infernal reglons dur-
ing the first fortnight of the new vear have as
merry a good time as the people of this world, On
the fifteenth day, however, the Instruments of tor-
ture In hell begin to work agaln. On this day It
fs that the temples conscerated to EFmma O, the
king of Hades, are crammed with devotees and
gather large sums of offerings from fearful &ln-
ners, It Is a wonderful sight, a temple of Emma O
in mid-Junuary, in ona of the great cltles. A Ro-
man carnival could not he more jostling, jolly or
absurdly funny., Japanese fun making 18 at its
freest there, and all that 18 done seems to be for-
glven the worshipers, if thelr contributions to the
treasure hoxes of hisn majesty, the regent of the
inferno, are generous, With the festival of this
god the new year on earth and under the earth
hns for the Japanese passed away a¢ a feast, and
life’'s dutles falrly begun agaln

Of course the Jepanese Now Year s today fast
loglng some of its old-time characteriotle fasecina-
tions, but enough of its unique qualntness and
charm remain to give It distinetiveness among the
festivals of the natlons, and te keep it an object
for foreign tourlsts to enjoy

To the New Year

Oh ehild New Year, on whom the mantle falle
Of the departing vear, who leaves to thee
The labors, tasks, the duties and the enlls
Which are the helrlooms of the past, to be

A preclous trust the berltuge of time,

How will thou face the future all alone?
How front the foes of =ln, and vice, and erime
Which muster round with force and might un-

known?

Take courage, chil) of time. he not dismayed,

Equip thyself with faith and hope and love,

And seek for strength and wisdom from above;

With theee to help theeo, never be afraid

Go forth with gladness on thine untrod way,

And strength will come to thee from day to day,
E. D NALDER.

"To the New Year
and the Old Friends

The moon wunes pale Iin the sky,
And the stars all blink for morn;
The old year is to die,
And the new year to be horn.
We have paseed through the vale of
We bave trod the journey long,
We have shared our hopes and fears,
We have shared our grief and HONE,
And we've shared them all with our old friends
Our true friends, our few friends,
And we'll draln wnew to our old friends.
The friends that are ulways true
—Henry Cbristopker Cbhristle, In Bmart Set
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WAS TOO PUBLIC FOR HIM

‘ Mild Mannered Little Man Mas Very
|
|

Embarrassing Experience,
on Street,

He was a mild mannered Witle man,
short, with gray halr and spectacles,

It was voon on Washington streot,
ar  usunl the crowds were shiov: |

Ing and pushing to get somewhere

The MMtle man was  (rylng (o worm

hisg wony through the crowds,

|
‘ wnd
‘ A welldressed woman accompoanied

by o wmndl boy was mixed up In the

crowil She wanted to crose the

RErcet The boy slopped to look 1o a
| window

| The lady reached down and grasped |

& hand, saving
“Not oright

“Take mny hand, dear.™
here  on the  publle

one reply

Looking down shoe wsaw that she

| war clasplng the hand of a very In-

offenslve lttle man, who seemed (o

’ be much confused and embarrassed,

“Sir!" sald she, haughtily, “1 don't

you, | want my son.'"—Doston
Traveler
Wants a Long Engagement.
“Do you belleve in long engage-

| mente?" he asked after she had con-

tented to bo his,

“Yeon, dearest,” she replied. *1 have
for two people to rush Into matrimony
before thoey lparned to really know
each other”

“Well, about how long would you
wish the engagement to he?"
sec,  Would you think It
wake too long If we did not get mar-
rled untll & week from next Thurs-
day?

| A Great Invention.

i Vance—1 think Ferdle ranks with
i Edison as an Inventor and benefactor
| of man,

| Luella—What did he invent?

| . Vance—1le invented a device to pwe-
| vent clguawette papers fwom blowing
i away In a stwong breecze.—Scraps,

Etop guessing! Try the best and most
certnin remedy for all painful aillinents—
Hamline Wizard i, The way it re
lieves all soreness from wsprains, euts,

| ‘wounds, burns, sealds, eto, 1w wonderful.

| Truly Spoken.

What a narrow, c¢lreumseribed life
| the woman must lead to whom a wrin-
I kle 18 & tragedy!

Mrs. Winmow's Roothing Ryra
Forohlldren teething, softens Lhe gumn, reduces ins
Namunwtion,allay s paln,cures wind oulle, &e i buldie,

The angels are more llkely to be
counting beads of perspiration than
drops of tears.

COLDS |

Gured in One Day

W] pegnard my cold enre an belng Lioks
fer than n Life lnsurance Policy.—
MUNYON.

An a rmle n few doses of Munyon’
Caold Cure will break up any cold an
prevent pneumonia, It relieves the head,
threat and lungs almost instantly., These
httle wmugar pelleta can be conveniently
earried iy the vest pocket for use at any
time or anywhere. Price 25 centa at any
druggistae.

If yon need Medieal Advics write te
Munyvon's Doctors.  They will carefully
dingnose yvour case and give you advice
by mail abwsolutely free.  Address Prof.
Munvon, 63d and Jeffernon Streets, Philas
delphia, Pa.

RAW FURS

THE OLDEST FUR HOUSE IN AMERICA.

JOSEPH ULLMANN,

18-20-22 West 20th Street, New York

Branch Entablishments under BAMEB NAME ad
LRIPZIU, LONDON, PARIS,
Germinhy Eugland ¥rance

llu,ln'hnml welling represenintives ln all isbs
portant Fur Markeis of the World, Alstributing
each article where best resulis are oblaiosd, e
able us (o pay bighest market pricea for raw

furs at all times
Our Raw Fur Quotations, Bhipping Tage, slag
will be went to any sddress on request,
Refereuces: Any Mercantlle Agency or Danky
1 find Cascarets so good that I wonld
not be without them, I was troubled &
t deal with torpid liver and headache.
owsince taking Candy Cathare
tic I feel very much better. I shall cer
tainly recommend them to my friends as
thie best medicine 1 have ever seen.””

Anna Bazinet,
Osborn Mill No. 2, Fall River, Masa,
FPleasant, Palatable, Potent, Taste Good.
Do Good, Never Sicken, Weaksa or Gripe.
l0e, 2%, 80c, Never sold in bulk. The genn-

Ine tablet stamped C C C. Guaranteed to
©ure or your money back. 29

OEFIANCE STARCH Soniett to mome o ase
W. N. U, LINCOLN, NO. 63-1910.

A strond man is strong all over.

strong w
nﬂlu digestion and nutrition.

strength.

THE WHOLE BODY.

No Man is Stronger
Than His Stomach

No men cen be
is suffering from weak stomach with its
consequent indigestion, or from some other disease
of the stomach and its associated organs, which im-
For when the stomach
weak or disessed there is a loss of the nutrition
oontained in food, which is the source of all physical
When a man ‘‘ doesn't feel just right,’’
when be doesn’t slecp well, has an uncomfortable
fecling in the stomach after eating, is languid, nervous, irritable and despond-
ent, he is losing the nutrition needed to make strength,
Sach & man shoald wse Dr. Plerce’s Golden Medionl
Discovery. It cures discases of the stomach and ether
ordans of digestion and nutrition. It enriches the blood, H
Invigoratos the liver, strengthens the kidneys, noarishes
the merves, and so GIVES HEALTH AI'D STRENGTH TO

~1

You can't afford to accept & secre? nostrum ss a substitute ror this non-
! alcohalic medicine or xNOWN comPosITION, Dot evea though the urgent dealer,

rTHE Famous

Iving devipe,

The beneflis of Tree hides,
which apply principally to
soleleather,and theraduced
tarlit on sole leather, now
onablos me to give the
wearer more value for his
monaoy, better and longer
wearing 83, $3.50 and $4
shooes than | could glve pre-
vious to the tarif revision,

und the

or
o you rewl

[ Y1)
IS mada W,

I your dealos cannol supply ;ru:vw:lh W, L. how

l may therchy make a little bigder profit., Ingredients printed on wrapper.

escripuve dmn'rnglg. pesrest ageney of t
STANDARD OIL COMPANY (lacorporsted)

. 93.00 *3.50&%*4.00 SHOES :

BOYS' BHOES, $2.00, $2.50 AND $3.00. BEST v vHe WORLD.

If 1 conld take you into my [
lurge factories at Brockion,
Mass., hud show you how cure- [
lull(y f
made, thesuporior workmanship B
high grade lonthers uaed, &
i‘- u would then understand why

Yollarfor DoliariGuarantes
my Shoes to hoid thelr shape,
fook and At Letter and wear
longar Ltlian any other §:5.00, §3.60 H
4.00 shoes you cun buy,
rothat my shoos iy boon the standard for over 30
yoars; that I make and rell moro §3.00, 83,50 nal €4.00 shoes than

other manufaoturer in the Uniwd Statos ? Quality counts,
L. Douglas shioes & housahold word ovarywhere,

1t
CAUTION ! Lo St i li i TAKE NO SU BSTITUTE

I
v B llul‘u‘.&l. 145 Npurk Be,, Hrockion, Mass.

TlulhyoLnnrls high | , sold at
3:','.",.': .“n'n':r%. alod";u ot m‘n ut th.-r: iu:'l,m;-?llﬂr.h; ':::uu-

mlld brass; pDickel plated—eantly ?opt ulean;
urmamant Lo any room in any bho Th
urfmlnmy- mn;u’. thatcan sid t: I‘ﬂi !ulnﬁ‘ﬂ‘ﬁ‘ﬂkwaﬁﬁp'& :.I

ealor overywhere. tt not st yours, wrilte
o

————e e

FOR MEN
& WOMEN

L. Douglus shoos are

4}

Preiideng
W, L.

bxxv"ﬂ
Hhee L,

hoes, wirite for Mad Geder Caindiog,

EUREKA
HARNESS

Will Keep Your

soft as a glove
tough as a wire
black as a coal

Sold by Deslers Everywhere

Harness

STANDARD OIL COMPANY

(S OO RORATED )

0L

MIC

—y—

Keeps the spindle bright and

free from grit, Try a box
Sold by dealers everywhere.

STANDARD OIiL CO.
(dusorporated)
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