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Il xtury of Senptor Got 14
OKlahoma could serve no other ps
pose than to NMustrate how a brave
heurt and perstatoent I tion can
werrome even the prostest diflienl
tUes In Hfe It wonld be worth telline

Lovally to a get purpose, mnintained

rosolut through 25 years of bitter

trugele, radsed this poor blind Ameri-
ean by to o oseat in the mnst distin-
wuished law-making Lody in the world,
althovegh he sometimes Hved on the
verge of starvation, Nothing could
shake his determiloation to be a sen-
atar, l1le had no eyes, but he bhad a
tongus,  He had no money, but he had
courage. 1Me was obscure, but he had
a high amlition, 1le could not seo the
world about him, but he had a smile
to win it, a perseverance to compel
tte admiration nmd sapport.

A few months after Mississippi was
rendmitted to the Union in 1870 Thom-
as Pryor Gore was bhorn on an SOaera
farm 0 miles from the nearest rails
wny

Here the boy grew unp among the
creelis and pines, a stocky. gray-eyed little fol-
low, who could outrun any of his companions.
When he was six yenrs old the village of Walthall
was established in the woods nearby and the
I ]ﬂn"]}' wenl there to live, \'“u"n Tom at-
tended a amall school set among the trees out-
slde of the village,

At the age of cight years the boy's left eye
was blinded by an accidental blow from a stick.
Three years lnter he was employed as a page in
the Mississippl senate and boarded at the house
of Senator J. Z. George in Jackson. One day,
while playing with a crossbow, an arrow entered
his rizht ere and destroyed his sight.

In spite of his aMiction young Gora managed
to stand at the head of his class in school and at
the age of 17 years entered a normal school
which was opened. IHere ha gradually became
totully blind, yet be mastered the high school
course,

While Gore was atlending the high school his
closest companion was a clasamate, Charles H
Pittman. This youth used to read to him., One
day they found an old volume of the Congres-
rlonal Record. Golng out to the stable, the blind
atudent would stand for hours while Pittman read
ta him the speeches of the lawmakers at Wash-
ington.

During that winter Gore and his siater taught
gchool for a few months, All the while his moth-
er, a bedridden Invalid, read to him history, blog-
raphy and other subjects connected with his po-
litleal plans, and he would sit by the bed, a
strange smile on his blind countenance, dreaming
and brooding and walting for the day when he
might take part In the great battle of polities like
other men.

His great chance came In tho spring of 1881,

The Populist movement was spreading rapldly
and he jolued It. In the state campalgn for a
legislature to elect a United Stales senator he
took up the cause of Barksdale agalnat George,
although ns a boy bhe had lived In George's house.

The blind orator shrank from no conflict, He
oven debated with Senator Money, whose tongue
all Mississippl dreaded and who smiled majes.
tically when told that his opponent was “a poor,
hlind schoolboy.” Senator Mongy declared that,
but for his antagon!st's blindness, he would hold
him personally responsible for his words—a
deadly thing to say in Mississippl. CGore prompt-
Iy replied, “Let him then blindfold himself and 1
will meet him."

In September of that year he went to the law
school at Cumberland university, Tennessee, and
studiea law for ten months, He was one of the
leading six students in a class of 42, This expe-
rience cost him $221 and he returned to his Mis-
sissipp! village with only 25 cents in his pocket,
in o suit of clothes he had worn for 14 months.
He had almost been compelled to leave the law
school months before for the lack of suitable
clothing,

Yet his unguenchable ambitisa to reach the
U'nited States senate grew more intense as the
difficulties of his situation increased.

Gore's fatber had taken up the practice of
law in Waltha!ll and, ou returning from the law
school fn 1892 the vouth was welcomed as an
nosistant in the affice. That year, too, he was a
presidential elector on the Populist ticket, at-
tacked Grover Cleveland on the stump and carried
his county,

The practice of law was not an inspiring occu-
patlon In Walthall. There were actually 45 law-
cors In that small, poor villnge. The blind advo-
cute tried a few cases.

After a two yours' effort to earn a living aa
a lawyer In the place of his birth Gore declded
to go to Texas,

Having saved §40, he started in April, 1894,
for Texarkana, arriving thera an absolute stran-
gor with only $21 In his pocket, He secured a
hogrding house and promptly offered himself to
the Fopullst leaders for service in the approach-
ing state and county elections, His political
apeechos brought in money enough to pay his ex-
penges, but he found no chance to practice law.
In the winter he went back to Walthall and for a
veur made another desperate effort to win success
as a lawyer. He was nominated for congress by
the Popullsta, but was defeated. Yet his speeches
fn the campalgn atiracted much attention.

On the last day of the year 18956 the sightless
and unsuccessful lawyer declded to abandon the

struggle in his native spot and to go back to

Texas, Bofore leaving Walthall he made a vow
that he would never enter the village again until
he could return to his nelghbors a United States
senator.

That vear In Texas was a hard one. Gore
threw himsolf into politics with passionale on
ergy. He was a delegate to the Populist conven
tion at 8t. Louis which nominated Mr. Bryan and
seconded the nowmination, In December, 1806, he
and his brother opened a luw office, 1t was a
floree giruggle with the world. His father, moth.
er und brother lived with him. Sometimes they
were without a single dollar,

In April, 1899, Gore's fortunes had sunk so
low that he appeared in the street with frayed
clothing, broken shoes and a visage white with
deprivation. One day It seemed as though he hadl
come face to face with actual starvation, when an
old negro woman paid $2 which she owed him
and that saved the situation.

When Mr. Bryan was nominated at Kansas
City in 1900 Gore found his way to the crowd that
surrounded the conventlon. IHe was now a Demo-
crat.

It might help him on his way to the senate
if he could make speeches in the neighborhood
of a national convention,

Hurrying on to South Dakota - he had only 37
left when he got there—Gore went to the state
convention and gecured an engagement to speak
in the state during the presidential campalgn. In
this way he picked up $1,000. Then he went back
to Texas and married a beautiful girl, "It was
love at first sight,” he said, laughingly.

After the presidentinl campaign was over
Gore’'s $1,000, earned In the South Dakota tour,
soon melted away, and little money came In to
take its place. In 1901 things went &o badly with
Lim and his senatorial prospects seemed so dim,
that when an advertisement of an auction of land
lots in the newly opened Kiowa, Comanche and
Apache reservation in Oklahoma appeared in the
newspapers he declded to leave Texas and pur-
sue his great ambition In the new country.

As a first step the elder Gore, now a white-
halred man, went to Oklahoma and became a
notary public in the hope of earning fees from
the land-crazy crowds. In July, 1601, the blind
lawyer and his brother went to the new land,
driving 45 mlles In a wagon to Fort Sill. llere
Gore lived in a tent with his father and brother
in the midst of an excited crowd. [ls father sat
inside as a notary, while he, attired in an alpaca
coal, colored shirt and slouch hat, walked up and
down before the tent, waving his hand and shout-
ing, “Here's where you get your papers out!
Here's the righ! place to get your land papers!”
In the daytime he entreated the crowd; at night
he slept on the ground.

Faillng to draw a land clalm, the Gores moved
out four miles o Lawton, an encampment on the
open prairie. lere 15,000 persons were living In
tents where the wild blue-stem grass was walst
high. 1t was a Babylon of gamblers, fakirs, farm-
ers and business men, all waiting for the open-
ing of the land on August 6. There wers grocery
and hardware stores in fents; gambling tables
and shows in (ents; churches and galoona in
tents, Even newspapers were printed In tents.
Poor men, rieh men, preuchers, thioves were
mixed up In that plcturesque, dramatic hurly-
burly of mules, wagons, women and children. Men
were killed, children were born, robberies wero
committed.

Three days after the lots were sold and while
Lawton was still a tented camp, there was an-
other political mass weeting, this time In the big
tent of Dick Russell, a saloon keeper, Gore was
there and offered o resolution favoring the ad-
misslon of Oklahoma and Indian territory to the
Unlon as a eingle state,

A few days later and the men of Lawton ors
ganlzed a citizens' committee (o get a charter
and organize a city government. Of course Gore
wis there and of course he was on the commities
Then a commercial club was organized by the
tent dwellers and Gore was on the committes to
draft by-laws, He missed no opportunity that
might lead to the senate,

Presently he bought & amall lot for $155 and
started to bulld a cottage through the help of a
bullding and loan agency. When his wife reached

l.aawton In Ocvtober Gooe wos w011 In his
tont, Mis wilfe 1ol sick and 1y
he was her only ntirse, snve thele
baby camao in January When they moved
into their own cottage and furnlshed i with
i stove and a fow articles of farniture they
had only 31 len They had to rent but
threoe of their five roote

The baby was born in desperately cold
werther in o room heated only Ly n tiny
cook stove, It lved only 17 duves amd wns
burled on the pralrie

That winter tried the

v Fane months

wlien

man In hWim. For

geanty portions of hread. boang and boef
liver, with syrup made of sugar digsolved in water
for dessert,

ANl through this tlme Lis wite «
political ambitions.

In April, 1902, Gore managed to go as a dele-
gate to the territorial convention that was (o
choose o delegate (o congress from Oklahoma and
his speech in responsge to the welcome of  the
mayor of Enid so struck the faney of the delegates
that there was a movement to make him the cholee
of the convention. He declined the honor In favor
of others. It was a shrewd move and counter-
halanced the fact that he was a neweomer in Okla-
homa, The result was that he was elected to the
territorial senute,

The fight for & seat in the United Siates senate
was now pressed systematically, Having intro-
dueced a ehild laber bill in the leglslature and de-
clared his friendship for organized labor, Gore
gpent the year 1903 in widening his acqualntance,
attending pienfes, barbecues and county fairs, lec-
turing for anything from $5 to $25, shaking hands
with the crowds and smiling his way into thelr
licarts.

Then came the presidential campalgn of 1904
and Gore got 84 or $5 a day from the Democrats
for speaking in Indlana, Ohlo and 1llinois, He had
no desire to go back to the territorial leglslature,
knowing that his great ambitlon could be better
served by the publicity of serviee in the national
campaign.

Gore fought hard for Oklahoma's admission to
the Unjon. No man was more active in the agl-
tation. But he would not go to the national capital,

“I won't go to Washington till T go with the
right to speak and vote in the sennte,” he sald,

The statehood hill was passed by congress In
1906. Then the political air of Oklahoma was
“full of razors" as the struggle for the two new
senatorships began with the primary eampalgn to
elect a legislature. Gore's opponents were both
rich men, who spent thelr money freely, He
stayed in Guthrie, borrowing money to pay the
$4560 a week which it cost him to live. Being at
the caplital, he met men from all over the state
and wns able to make shrewd combinations.

It was a tragic thing to see a blind man har-
assed by poverty fighting against his rich rivals,
one a banker and the other a lawyer, but, however
he bled inwardly, Gore gave no sign that he saw
anything pathetic In his sltuation. IHs frlends
wanted him to abandon bis ambition for a time
and run for congress,

“It 18 the senate or nothing.” he replied.

In April, 1807, he began to make speeches all
over the state,

He spoke on slreet cornerg, from the tops of
boxes, from cart talls, anywhere, everywhere, night
and day. The leading newspapers Ignored him,
while his rivals wera able to buy advertising
space and one of them hired brass bands, opera
houses and #2dvance agents. In March he had
mortgaged his house for $1,000, but the money was
goon gone, To get his name on the primary ballot,
under the rules of the Democratlc state convention,
Lo had to pay $375. But on the last day allowed
for the payment he found himself with only $8. In
gheer desperation he made out his check for 8375
and pald it in. A Mr, Young saved bim by ralsing
the money to meet the check,

As the voting drew near the biind ecandldate’s
circumstances became wmore degperate than ever
He was spending about $24 a week for traveling
expenses, To get out of money at that stage of
4hie fight would have been futal, Ie made from
two to four speeches a day, although he would
sit up all night in hotels to save paying for a bed,
and ate only one meal a day. At times he would
go from one day to another on cheese and crackers
curried in bis gripsack, BSo great was the phyeleal
ordeal that he lost 30 pounds welght,

Gore won bia fight in the primary election and
was elected to the United States senate by the
legislature, drawing the short term, The struggle
coat him $1,100, exclusive of the $375 he pald to
get his name on the primary ballot. Onpne of his
oppovents is sald to have spent §75.000.

It wag a grand day for Oklahoma when her
blind man got into the United States genate,

In 1908 he went home and was re-elected. When
he reached Lawton a cheering crowd surrounded
the carrlage and took him and his wife to their
cottage. As roar after roar broke on the air he
turned to his wife and whispered, “They don't
seem to know that it's only me.”
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e vlectriec Heht plant at Alnsley |
wis de 'I.ll_\"l* by fire 1

W, L. Johnzon, who hag Just moved
to Holdredge from Blale, will assuamse
the directorship of the newly organ
bzl Holdpedge band |

Miss Fmma Christine Toagge. agod
W, wis found dead in the shed at the
wrm home ten miles (rom Gramd
Islund, She Lhoad heen in poor health,

The York Commereial club has filed
with the State Rallway  commission
a petitton asgking that  the  Adams
Kxpress  company’®  loeal offiee  be
moved near the comter ol the bus
ness of the oity

Henry Meyer hiag bheen given o ver-
dict in districr  court  for  §2,970
ugalnst Gelbert Tiaden,  Meyer sued
for $5.000 damages tor injuries re-
celved in w fight with Tiaden during
which his leg was feactured,

A deal was eloged by which €. FL
Sheldon & Son became the owners of
the old tay State feeding  station,
located near the town of North Dend,
This ranch comprises 775 ncres, and
hrought $70.000 or nearly $100 per
aere,

Taken sick on the day that her
hushand, with whom ghe had lived
almost fifty years, was burled, Mrs,
Pauline Lund, residing near Sacra-
mento, Phelps connty, died not from
iny physical ailment, but becanse she
was broken-hearted.

Miss lLouilse Ormsby, the Central
City singer, who has attained a wide
reputation as a voealist, arrived last
week from New York clty for a few
weeks' rest at the home of her par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. E. 1. Ormsby, at
that place,

The State bank of St. Libory of St
Ldbory, eleven miles north of Grand
lalund, was orgunized with C. €, Han-
sen of the Grand Island sational bank
as president, and ©. M. Brass, J. H.
Burnham, Gus Sievers and  Mr.
Leuthauser as directors.

At n special election held in Alli-
ance for the purpose of {ssuing bonds
to the extent of $75,000 for the pur-
pose of enlarging the water sys-
tem and purchasing the electric light
light plant, the bonds carried by 2
majority of 201.

Following is the Gage county mort-
gage record for the month of March:
Farm mortgages filed, 69; amount
$286,018. Farm mortgages released,
183; amount, $205,183. City mort-
gages, liled, 40; amount $28,460, Re-
leased, 33; amount, $1/,686.

The residence and property of E. C.
Strimple of Naponese, was completely
destroyed by fire, In just nineteen
minutes from the time the fire made
fte appearance the entire property,
house, barn, sheds and household ef-
fects were & mass of ashes. One horse
that was in the yard at the time the
fire bhroke out, ran into the stable and
was consumed.

The Y. M. C. A, of Fremont is go-
ing to conduct a canvads to clear up
an  indebtedness of $2,000
for Nfteen yars,

The latest develupments o the |
barn burning south of Cadawmis re-
cently show that there was one more
gelding than  Mr. Selbert had,
burned in the barn, alao that the car-
cass of an old plug of a horse lald
where hls best young mare stood and |
other evidenees prove that some one
had taken higs best young team valued
at $500, replaced them with old and
decrepit horses and fired the barn to

over thelr theft,

The members of the Teeumseh
wilitary band have gecured  Prof,
Joseph Chiarlel of Clay Center, Kas,
s bandmaster,

The board of manngers of the West
Pulnt Speed assoclation, recently ore
ganized to place West Polaot on the
racing cireuit, are having much sue-
cess In raising the noecessary funds
for the commencement of active
work. The soliciting committee have
been well recelved by the cltizens
and no doubt Is entertained of suc-
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Alunin Constitation

A Small Loal.

A half famished fellow o the gouth-
ern atates telld of a baker  (whoso
loaves had been growing “small by
by degrees and beautifully 1ess”) who,
when golng his rounds to serve his
customers, stopped st the door of ong
and knocked, when the lady within ex
claimed:  “Who's there?” and was
andwered:  “The baker™  “What do
you want?" “Po leave your bread”
“*“Wol, you neodn’t make such a fuas
about it; put it through the Keyhole™

Stern Justice in Russia,

In five vears 6.2588 death sentenees
have heen pronouncsd by Russian
judges and 28565 of these were cnr-
ried into execution. This 4 an aver-
age ol 104 death sentences amd 48 0Xx-
contions for every month ut thers
woere some months in which fhe num-
ber ran up to 220, January, 1908, was
the richest in executions, there having
beon as moany e 19 in one day.

Getting in Deep.

“Father,” said little Rollo, “what is
the fourth dimension?”

“Why—er—my son, that is hard to
explain to the inexpert intelligence.
1t is something that may exist, only
you can't locate it

“l know, It's like the picce of ple
I'm to get when there is company to
dinner."

Critics and Managers Clash,

Between the whole press of Copen-
hagen and all the theatrical managers
a curious contest has started because
the managers want to compel the
critics to write only favorable notices.
The contest began when the board of
theatrical managera forbade the ad.
migslon of one critic representing a
gpecial theatrical paper.

ning through the maze of tones by
which the ear is gulded and the heart
reached —Christiani,

———— e

A man’s idea of a generous act 13
having a chance to take all another
fellow's money and leaving him some
lnose change,

Blessed Are They That Want Little.
Those who want fewest things are
nearest to the gods —Diogenes,

-
Many a
Clever
Housewife

.Has learned that to
serve

Post
Toasties

Saves worry and labor,
and pleases each mem-
ber of the family as few
other foods do.

The crisp, dainty, fluffy
bits are fully cooked—
ready to serve from the
package with cream or
good milk,

Give the home-folks a
treat.

“The Memory Lingers"”
Pkgs roc. and 15¢.

Postum Cereal Compa:z-. Lad.,
Battle Creek, Mi
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cessful floating the proposed enter-
prise
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