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URGES CONSERVATION OF
THE NATION’S RESOURCES

President Taft Sends Special Message to Con-

gress Recommending Prevention of Land
Frauds, Control of Water Power, Fos-
tering of Soils and Kindred Subjects

Washington, Jan, 14 -Following s
the complote text of the special vy
ARRe 00 the consvrvation of the o
von's resources sent to the gennte

and nouse of represcntatives by Pres

fdent ‘Taft today

To the Sepate and House of JTepresmiitin
tves:

In my annunl messpge 1 e
dubjfect of the conderiation of
tlopal resoupies for o
olal mewige, ar Falliows

In weveral depuarlmenty
sented the pevesadty for b

vl th
nur  un
PrEsaiiong D o S

litre 1 e

Palian fonk

ing (o thie Lurther sy o ol o
natlonal pesaurees, U tha Soliect 14 nne
of nuch bgrartoenee oa bo fiegobee & piare
detalbled  wod  extended  dironissran L
oan be enterod upon i L LT I
tlan. For thut repson L ostoell tiike #n
eArly apportionily too seoul a speec gl ines

SAge (o congress on the sptapnt af the
Improvemont of ooar wieterw s wpsn the
recinmintion and arrlention ol arid, st
Arld and swinp WG g the presep-
vatlan of our forests mod the e foresting

of sultable wrenm, upaoe the Pe by sl e s
tion of the puldie dommin wirn o view of
separating from sgoleultueal s itlcment

minaral, conl amld pliosphnte Linds mnd
fiten belonging to the goavermment hors
dering o streams sltabde for e wiily-

ratlon of witer power

In 1860 we had o goibitie dotanin of 1008,
L8880 morom W oW IR Ut R 1]
acres, conlined lirgelv to the maantain
eanges nod the or il o) seo el plistns
Wea have, in andaditvom, 3080 90 meres of
land In Alasia,

Disbursement of Public | ands

The public Lunds were, dutineg the cart)-
ot administrations, treated an i matfonst
asant for the lgpotdation of the pobiee
deht and nx o conree of reward for our
aoldiers anil « Later an ey wera
Aonated in large samounis o wid of the
agonstruction of wauron roads aad rall
wWAYE, In arder to open up cerianm in e
west then almost inaceebeifbde All the
principal Tnnd Statutos were s ietaal monre
than n nunreter af a4 contiy nea Cha
homestend act, the presemption and time-
bar-culture net, the conl g apd the
mining ncts wers among e

The rapid disposition of (he publie Tanda

lnve

under the enrly statites, and ths lax
moethods of digteibution prevailing, dues, |
think. to the belief  thot  these 1ol

should raplily pass Into peivite awner-
ahip, gave rviee to the opression  that
the public domnin was legithnate prey
for thoe unscrapnlons anid that it wan oot
agontrary to good morais o clreumvent
the Iand laws, This prollgnl manoer of

diapositlon  resulted  in the  passing  of
large aream of valuable land sad mnny
of our nationnl resources ke the foands

of persans who felt dittle nr no eSO
bility for promoting  the nabionnl wel-
fare through their development
Fraudulant Titles

The truth Is that title to wmiltions of
acres of publle lands wns fraodulentiy
abtalned and that the right to tecover
mrge port of sueh Linds for the govern
ment long sines ceascd by roavon of stat-
utes of Hmitations  There hos o votoped
In recent yoars a dors oo o the
public mind respecting the porservation
and proper tuse of our natornl sesourees
Thin hns  bheen portieinrly dlivee bl
toward the conkervntion of the resoon ces
of the pulilic domain A vast umsint o

discuseion hna appeared 0 the  pibith
prints In genevabized form on this sub
ject, but there has bheen Littde peaetienl
suggestion. It hos been easy Lo say thnt
the nntural resonrees o foel supply, o
foresty, In water povwer, wiwl In other
publle utitltjes, munst Iw sivenl fromd
waste, monapoly, and othe abases, andd
the genernl pubilie Is i aceard with this
praposition, naw  they  are with  moxt
trulems.  The prablom, However, 18 how
(o save and how o utilige, how o con

serve and stll develop, foar no sane per
son cnn contend thnt It s for the com-
mon  good that noture's Vlessings e
ouly for unborn generationng

Notewarthy Retorms

Among the most notowaorthy  reforms
Inltiated by my distinguishied peadecessor
were the wvigorous prosecution of IRTIN]
frauds and the bringing 10 public niten-
tlon of the necessily for preserying thae
remaining public domnin feom further
spoliation, for the wmmwintennnee yml ey
tenmlon of our forsst vesoarees, and for

tha enactment alf laws amending the b
Bolaty KLAtutes B0 WE to relnin govern-
mentnl control over thal pnet of the puab.
He domudn In which valuable
depanits of vond, of ofl, amd of phosphate,
and, In wkbitton thoreto, to preseryve con
trol, under orable 1o the
publie, of the jandg mlong the strenms in
which the fall of water can be made te
generate power 1o bBe transmitted In the
farm of electricity many  miies o the
point of s use, Known as "witer power'
Bitor

The Investigations nto vinlaitiong of the

thoviey are

cotditiona T

publie nnd lows and the prosecution of
land framds have beon yvigatonsly eon
tnued umiter my admindsteation, ne hins
peen the withdrowal of conl lands
clannidention amd saluation and the tinthn
porary withbinliling of pawer site Sitve
March 4, LW, temporney withiltawnls of
power sites have Iwin plopaly UL T { L

atreams nmld these withdrawals therefors
eaver L9 per dont. more
were coverml by the
priar to that date
The prosent siiatates

wivesdine than

Wwithurawnie  minile

exeent o far

Al they ispode of the procions metnls
and the purely agriedltara) lands are
net ndapted to carey out the amodern
view of the hest dispositiog of pubille
jnnds ta privivte ownershin, under oon
dittony offering om the one band sl
clent Inducement to private ipltal i
take Lthom over for peoper develops
ment with restrictive conditions on
the other whieh shall gocure to the
pubillo that churvavter of control which
will provent o monopaly ar misuse of
the lands ar thoir products The power

of tho seoretiry of the interior to with

draw from vooperation of existing
RIntutes trovts of Jund. the disposition
of whith under such stutuies would
bo detrimental to the public Interest

I8 not cloar or satisfactory This Wit
has heen exercised In the interest of
the public, with the hope that congrens
might affirm the petion of the exveon

tive by liows sdapted 1o the new conds
tlons.  U'nfortunately, congress hius not
thus far fuily neted on the recommen
dations of the exccutive, and thie quos-
tlon ayw to what the exrcutive s to
do Is under the elreamstances, full of
aiumoenlty, It seems to me that It ix
the duly of congress now, by uw statute,

to validate the withdrawals which
have been made Ly the secretary of the
inter! und the president and to use

e secretury of the interlor temparae
iy to withdraw lunds pending submis
glon to congress of recommendations s

L atntained

| sajenlisgs

tn legistation
fMergencicrn LN

to meoel
they arise
Properly to Classify Lands,
Of the mosl prewsing
matter of  pubitie and
Ihnt lnnds shonid e dlnasifed
insg 1o thele prinvipal viklue
ciigght o I

e
hn

whose force 12 st pdagited to
wnrk It shosldl bes Jane Ly e

tar deprtment through the goologienl
wiirvey  Much of confusion. Traud
contenition whiceh has oxisted In
presett hna avisen from the lack
i ofiviel aud determinative ola
cation of the public Innds and

contents

It n nonw praposed to dispose of ag-

viendtoral baneds ne sach, and st

game thine to reserve tore other dlapnsi-
nuhphnl-

tian thie tremanre of conl, oil
fome, naturenl pgas and phosphate
tainedd therein Fhin may be
complishied  hy  sepnrating

to mine from

the

extroction of the depnuils
fure mleght Be dispossil of
tural land under
tural statules

The

the generanl

nnon ravalty basls

ment speh Yenr, and in

to eonatitite a
Inw, thre leane
provision subleching tn
Interest nf persons

wiich monapaly Hiuch

il v

forfelture

Statex
Statute Difficult to Frame.
It s exeeciingly diMenit to

aver o property to e develonped
private eapital In such 0 manner

o secure the goavernmentnal

andd Al the same time it

nway the investment of the necessary
capitnl Henee, 1t may bhe necy

by Inw# thit are really only

tmental to determine from thelr

tlenl  operption  what I8 the

method of secaring the resldt nimed ot
The extent of the volue of phosphate

with the
It ny the

Is huardly realized,
that thers will he
rill on and the

andd
far

nitract the greed
Public Land Along Streama.
With the
which
oppartanity
it transmisaible
fmportant phase of the publie
auestion 18 presentaed There
Wil whlter power sites
the puybdie Innd  stotes

by

respect  to public

1o econvert waler
electricity,

friomm 1 foderal government to

territorial governments as they bhecome

states, included the waler power
the vivers except o far as thot
hy  ripuvian  proprictors 1 o

think it necedsary to o Into dlscussion

of thisa somewhat mooted question
Inw It seems to me sulivient to
that the man whn owns angd

the and along the =troam from

mwitted, owns Innd which is
tor Lhe ¢anversion and e
e I ounnot hiow

caoncmve

power In stroams flowing throuh puihe-

e lunds can he moade avilable wt
except by using the lnnd tself
#itee Tor the con=truction of the
by whieh the power s generatod

convertod and scouringg n
thercover for transmission ines,
der these condition, i the gon

owns the ndfacent land-—indeod,
government 18 the ripatian

Yo olmposing proper conditions on
dispostitton of the land nevessary
creatinon and utitlization of the
Pawer

Value of Water Power.

The develnpment In electrical
ances for the conversion of the
power itnto electricily o be

it ie no limger problemintieal,
certaln Inforence that in the

hut
future

power of the water falling o the streams
the place of
tha dsposition of the

wirler
absolute
Nt oneg  GwWne-
ership, so that all the water power under
monopoly

to o lnrge extent will take
natural fuels. In
domaim aleendy  granted,
power wlilen Lhave come
vwnership, and moay drifr

many
under

prvate ownershap shinlt e n
1f, however, the wWater power sites
ownil by the government - ard there
wrnough of them
private persans tor v
thelr eapitat In such & Way i
their dnian for  parposes ol
with other water power
coaditions thi
IR
prisv ilege s nnd

xing terma of
tresine Tor deterinining ar
ttedd rentiad, 10 Woulil seer st irely
wilile to prevent Lhe absoyption of
st tisefol Tands LY 0 peawed
As long ne the governimns
el il san
with ather

stipent

sites, and

win OO AR Oy
refilal . with

plAKLE,  Counpetition
nnd prives kept
Soils Must Be Conserved.

I vonsidering the convervation of

LG vedourees of the vauntey
tre ot teinscends Al e hier s
wonds, waters, minerals, be thie gl

COUNELY s tnvimbent upon e
vrnent
the pesottves of the vountey
the Tonsd of the poeuple Foo thie

viaervation of the soils of the

puvernmoent's dikposal Thir
powers shioulid bave the attention of
THat W mMmuy vongerye
improve the old solls
sodlg, diteh swarmpy solle

ll=

driin
IR NN

Maw salls, grow trecs on i soils
lure hillside solls, rolaie crops on
woils  discover methods (o cropping
land solls, And grasses and legunws for
Wil moil= feod grains uwrd mill feode
the furms where they ongloaune
solls Trom which they coine iy be on
iohoed

A work of the vimost importance to in-
form and mstruct the public on thils chief
branvh of the conserviation of
oirces 8 being carred on succeessfully
i the department of agroulture: but

wkht ot to fscape pubili
mlate action §r
phartment of ageicullme (ns for
1 the driknuge of swamp tands)
senthing to the thiest trentment of

the manner above indloated

he act Ly which, in semi-arid parts of

crianditions

noedy
refarm
necord

done by thint ar department

inter

thelr

UT L B Tl
right
the Hitle 1o the surface,
Eiving the neconsury une of so much of
the lartter ns omny bhe reauired for the

nea agricul-
ngricul-
while the conl or other
mineratl could e disposed of by lease
with the provigions
requiring o cortain amount of develnp-
nrder to pre
vent the vse and cession of sald tands
with others of gimilnr choarncter sn as
farbididen by
should contain sultahle

poarticipating
liw whould ap-
Py 1o Alaxka as well as to the United

frame
a sintute to relaln government control

pBuUrpose
frighten

REATY
oxperl-
prac-

yiears
necessity for fertiliz-
gz the tand shall bhecome more acute,
this will be a product which will proh.
of monopolists

Hes along the streams offering
power
Another

nre vl
throuh
opinion
I held that the trunsfer of soverecignty

oW el

rantrols
which
they power I8 to he convertod nnd trans
Indispona
nf that

u= the
plant

right of way

roment

if the
W e r
v eontraol the use of the water power

in the
wiler

appll-
witer
trannmitted
long distinces hns progressed so far that
It is n

shotl be dhisposed of

tov prevent
Mmool y
under
Limtl el the vight of use
paediling HRErty years with renewal
Mivaatis
Proper
satinbile gradd

these
monopoly
ieliiins con
present thely Vnpaper nkon
minst

reisunahile

the fen
nchnling
ol thiw

to foster by all svallalile mvans
Phial pirodaee
snd e
Ny
st e emeed for with all mivans gt the
productive

the new

river over-

thnt the

GUr  res

titention that
vikdition to that of the de
Instance
In «s.
Lhe soils

the pubtie domaln, the area of the hame-
ntend han beon enlarged from 16806 ta A%
neren hae resulted most beneficlally In
the extension of “dry farming” and iIn
the demonsiration which has teen made
of the possibility, through & variation In
the character and mode of eculture, of
ralsing substantial crops without  th
presence of much a supply of water as
has been heretofore thought to be noces-
sary for agriculiure

Put there are millions of acras of com-
pletely arld land in the publie domnin
which, by the esinblishment af reservolrs

for the steving of water amd the irrl-
ation of the lands, muay e made much
mara froltful and prodoctive than the

Leat Jands In a4 olimate where the mols-
ture (omes from e Congresa
rocognized the taportatce of this methed
of artiticial disteibution of water on the
arkd lunde by the plseags of the reclamia-

tion act The provecids of the publie
lander crentes the fund W bulld the works
needed Lo store and furiish the neces

SAry water, fand 1t wak left to the sodre
tary of the Interlor 1o Jdotermine what
projecie shaotid be started among  thosa
sugu=eted and to direct the reclamation
merviee, with the funds st hand  and
theaugh the onginecrs In Its employ, to
conmtruct the works

No nne enn vigit the far wast and the
country af ncid and semb-arid Innds with-

oul bBeing convineed that this s one of
the magt Important methods of the con
gervntlon of our natural resources that
the povernment haa entered pon, 1t
wonld appenr that aver 30 projects have
been undertnken, and that a few of
these tre Hkely to be unsuecesasful bes
cause of ek of water, or for other rvea
sonk, hut genernlly the work which has

heen done hins been well done, and many
impartiant engineering problems have
et met and solved

Funda Inadequate for Service,

One aof the dMeuition which hns
arisgen I2 that tan many projecta in
view of the avallable funds hnve been

et on font, The funds avallable under
the reelamation statute are inadequate
tn ecomplete these profects within ¢
reasonable time And yveol the projects
have been begun) settlers have heen
invited too take up und, In many in
rinvees hove tanken upe the publie Jamd
within the projects, relving upon thelr
prompt  completion The failure tn
camnlvte the profects for their benefit

I, in efect, 0 breach of falth and
leaves them in a mast distressed con-
ditlon I urge that the nation ought

to afard the means to 1IfE them out of
the very desperate condition in which
they now nre

Thig conditlion does not Indlente any
excosaive waste or any corraption on
the part of the réclamation service, 1t
only indieates an over-zealour desire
tn extend the bLenefit of reclimntion
to a8 many peren and ns many stiate
ns posxible I recommend, therefors
that authority be given tn lsene, not
exceciding 330000000 of bonds from
time to time, as the secretary of the
interlor rhall find It necessary, the
provecds to be applied to the comple-
tlon of the proflects alrendy hegun and
thele proper extension. nnd the honds
running ten years or more to be taken
up by the procecds of returns to the
reclamntion fund, which roeturns, ans
the years go on, will Incresse rapldily
In nmount

There 18 no doubt at all that if
these honds were o be allowed to ran
ten yeoars, the proceeds from the pubhie
lands, together with the rentals for
water furnished throngh the completed
enterprises, would qgulckly ereate a
sinking fund large enonugh o retive
the honds within the thme specified I
hope that, while the slatute shall pro
vidde that these borngds are te be pald
ot of the reclamation fawd it will he
driown In such i wiay as 1o gecure in
torest at the lowest rate®
credit of the United States will be
pledged tor their rodemption

I urge considerntion of the recom-
mendalions of the secrictary of the
Interior  in his annual  report  fo
amendments of the reclamation act
proposing other relief for settlers on
these prolects,

New Law Requisite,

Respecting the comparatively siiall
timiberes) nreas on the pubdhe domnin not
Inelinded In natlongl forests bocia = i
thelr Ignlation or theie spociat valies for
ngricultural or mineral purposes, 10 s an
parent from tha evils resulting by viy
tue of the imperfectlons of oxisting Liws
for the dispostition of thuber Binads thine
the noote of June B STy, should e ve

pedded o n Iaw enoncted for the dispo

sition of the Hmber at publie sale, the
Iands after the removal of thie timber o
e mubfect o appropriabion wnder this
agricultueal or o minernl il vws

What 1 have spbd s really an epltome
of the recommendations of the segretary
of the Intertor o respect ta the futoe
conservation of the publie domain iIn lils
progent annual roport He has  given
close attention to the problom of dispas)
tion of these lands ander Htinns
ns Lo Invite the private capltil necessgry
to thele developmsnt on the one hamd,
and the matntenance of the resteietions
necessnry o prevent monopoly and aliase
friom  wb=olute awnership on the other
These recommenditions are ineorparated
in Lilla he has prepoaced, and they are at
the (Heposition of the congress 1 enrenest
Iy rocommend that all the Suggestinna
whileh he has made with respect (o thes
londs shall Be ombodied To statvites pnd
eapectally, that the withadroawals nlremndy
miaile shall be valulnted so far ns neces
wiry nnd that dooht as to the aatipe ity
of the secretary of the intorior to with
draw lands for the purpose of subimitting
recommendutions a8 o Tuture dispasition

of them where now leginlation is newded
siimll

e mnde complete and unguestioned
Disposition of Forest Reserves.
The forest reserves of  the  [Tnitegd
Stutes, some U000 00 gores e extent, wie
nder the coptral af the depaetment of
agriealture,  with wuthority sdeguate  tie
proederve them god to extend thelr growth
st #s that mouy be practiconble, 1)
Impovianece of the malntennnee of  our
furesis cannot e exugeerntsil
ity of a scientitie treatment
s thut they sholl L
lurge roturn bie b
duving the supply s
i other countries, aml we
taward the stundard sel by
nE thwdre ethodd  are

oridltions
U'pwirds of four hundred millions nepees
of fTorest lnnd in s country In pri

“uch o

The possd
il Tirests
e oy yielhd L]
wilhouit renlly e
biewmt el man sy et ol
shoulih work
Thivvinh ms fur
applicable o

i

ville ownershilp, but only three per cent
af It 18 being trented sclemiitleally ang
with a view to The maintenanee of the
forests,  The part played by the Foroses
i the equalizntion of the supply of wagor
on waltersheds s a8 matter of disrussion
pmd dispure, bot the gonecal bhenefit 1o s
devived by the public from the extension
of forest lands on walershods and  the
promotion of the growth  of trees o
ploces that are now denided and that

e had great Mouriahing forests. govs
without maving.  “'he comtrol (o be exon
claed over private owners In thea treal
ment of the forests wbilch they own ts «»
matter for state and not nationnl regn
lation, because there 18 pothing In the
constitution that suthorizes the federal
government o exercise any contral ovis
forests within a state, unless the forewts
are owned In o8 propriviary way by the
federal government
Improvement of River.

1 come now o the Improvement of the
Inland woaterways He would be blingd
Indeed, whe did not reallze that the peo

Ple of the far west, and vapecinlly  thowe
of  the Misvissippl  valley have wosn
uraoused o the peed thers is for the tin

provement of our inland

Uhie Misstusipgn vivor
on the one hand and
other. would seem o ofer o great nal
ural meung of Iinterstile transportatine
and traffic. llow tar, 1! properly iniproved

wilerways
with the Missouri
thie Cakdiv oy e

wnmd that the |

plemeant them In respect to the bulkisr
and cheapar ceonmmodities s & matter of
conjecture, No epterprise ought to be
undertakon the coxt of which is not def.
initely ascertalned and the bensfit and
advantngs of which are not known and
aasiired by competont englneers und other
authority When, howasyer
noariinite character for thes Improvemant

of 4 watirrway has been developed so
that the plans have been drawn, the cost
detinliely  entiminted, and  the trafMe
which will be accommodated Is reason-
whly probabde 1 think It s the Juty of
congrers to undertaka the project nndl

make provision thereslfor in the (woper ap-
propriation L

One of the prolecis which answers the
degctiption 1 have given (s that of intro-
ducing dams Inta the Ohlo river from

Pittshives to Culry, o as to maintaln at
nll searons of the yvear, by slack water,
W odepih of nine oot Upward of seven
of these dams hove a'rendy besn cons-
mly ted amnd six are uider construction,
while the total required a8 @0 The re-
waining eort I8 Known to be §63, 000,000
It seema Lo me that In the development

of our Juland watorways it would  be
wisne to Pegin with this particnlar project
and carry It throvgh s rapidly an Moy
|28 I assume {rom reliabhle informiation
that it can he construcisd economivally
in ten years I recommend, therisfore,
thiat the pultdle hands, In river and har-
bor bille, make provigton for continuing
contracts to compdete this improvemoant,
e | Skl recommend In the fulare, I
I e e iy, that bonda be i80ued to
carry It through, '

What hing been sald of the Ohlo river

I8 trie in n less complete wav of the tme-
provement of the upper Mississippl from
St Paul to 5t Louls to A constant depth

af pix fest, and of the Missouri, from
Kansas Vily to ¥t Louls to a constant
dopth of six feet and fram St Louls to
Catro of a depth of eight foet Thesn
projects huve been pronounced practical
by competent boards of army englneers,
thelr vost has bean eatimated and there
e burliess which will follow the Ims-

provemaent
As those Improvemente are belng made,
and the traMe encouraged by them shows

el of suMdolent dmportance, the Im-
provement  of the  Mississippl bwvond
Ciwiro down to the gul, which is now

koo on with the malntenince of a depth
ol time feol every wlices e changed
to nnother and grester depth IFf the neces-
sity for 10 shuad) appesr to e lse out of the
tra e which can be deliveroo on the river
it Cadro,

Cheap Rail Rate Necessary.

I wm informed that the invegtigation
Ly the waterways cotnmissinn in Burope
shows that the eslstence of W wiuterway
Ly o means prsures (raflic unless thers
l2 trafMe adaptod o water carrbige ot
chean rates at one end or the other of
the streame It also appetire In Europe
that the depth of the streams In rurely
thvre than six feet, and neser
Bat It Is certuin that snurmouns
auantitises of moerchandise are trunsported

iy

mine

over the rivers and canils In Germany
ind VWrance and England, and it i alao
vertain that the existence of such meth-

ol of traMe materinlly affects the rales
which the rallroads charge, and 1t I8 the
st regulntor of (hose rales that we
hiave, not even oxcepting the govern-
mental regulation through the Interstate
commeree commisston.  Far this reason,
I hope that this congress will tiko such
deps that it omay be called the Inuugu-
ritor of the new svatem of inland witer-
wive  Far reasons which It 18 not nee-
espary here to state, congress has seen

1o onder an Investigation intoe the In-
terlor department and the forest service
of the nervicultural department.  The re-

suite of that investigintion are not necded
o determine the value of, and the ne-
for, the new leglstation which 1
have recommended In fospeet to the pub-
e tends and In respect o reclamation. I
carnestiy drge that the measures be thk-
en up i dleposed of mromptly without
dwaltineg the Investigntion which has Leen
feterialned upon

WILLIAM H. TAFT.

A Bird's Savings Bank.
In Californin the woodpeeker stores
acorne: away, although he never eats

IR TS

n project of |

miores thun |

them  He bhares several holes, differ
ing slightly in size, ot the fall of the
vear, invariably in a pine tree,
e find an acorn, which he adjnsts to

one of the holes prepared for 18 re- !

veption

Iut he does not eat the acorn, for, |

o orile, he is not a vegetarian.
nhject 19 storitg nway

His
the aeorng ex-

hibits foresight and o knowledegse of
viuults maore akin to renson than to
inatinet. The sueeeeding winter the
wearns remaln intact, but, hecoming

soturated,
when

are predisposed to decaw,
they are attncked by mnggots,
which seem to delight i this gpecial
Yoend

It is than that the woodpecker
reans the harvest his wigsdom has pro-
vided, ot on time when, the gronnd bhe-
g covered with #uow, he would ex.
perience o difftealty otherwise in ub.
tuining suitable o palatable Tood

Hig “Penitentiary Den."

Then |

‘And now | must show yvou what 1
call iy penitenttary den” said a popu-
lir author. Tl he continued, as
he drew apen o door, is where | o
rastonnlly spend an honr or o when 1
amogeveloping syuiproms of that hy no
eans uncvommon nalady among sues
coRstul men ealled swellild head *

Thi roam chavming  Mttle
SHHNEROTY nbont seven leel square, the
ey remarkable

War n

e of which was
the wulleoveriig It vou look elosaes
1v.” explalned the host, “yvon will se
that my wall paper  conglsts, on Iwo

stdes of the rom, ol those oo familine
and  unwelcome printed  torms on
wlileh editors oxpross thelp regrels at
declining oue's per rnuseripts ”

Zoological Puzzle.

zoologisl< huve a puzzie to
owing to the  disecovery  on
Mount Blane of the body of a4 white
Lear, whicn bas hoeoy brought to Aosla

Ttnlian
illl\'{‘v

Howus thonght ot test that the bear
mogt have died some three hundred
vears ago, nud monst have been pres

served by the foe, sinee 1t has alwavs
been held thut white bears vanighed
trom the Alps three conturies ago. Bat
it hae sinee heen deomonstrated that
death conuld only have tnken plien n
tew days previons to discovery At
this would seem to show that thers
aree sHHE white bears tn the Alps, ex

peditions are te be gent o test the
Hhieory
Teoly Lural!

How far is It hetween ‘hese two
Frowns?t asked the iInwyer

“Ahont four miles ns tha flow
eries replicd the witness

You mean s the ory flows ©

UNot oput in the fudge, “he means

% the fly vrows©

And they all looked at each other,
(wellng that somothing was wrong —
Eveovhody s Mugazine

10 BE REPORTED

Congress, However, Likely to Be |

fthan onc which occurs in the mes.

Slow to Sanction Certain
Specific Projects.

RIVALRY AMONG PROMOTERS

Civil Serviee Commission, Tired of
Moving, Makes Plea for Permanent
Quarters—Army Affairs in
Good Shape.

Washington —It s
the rivers and harbors
congress will report a bill at this
session recommending the appropiia-
tion of n good muny milllons of dol

probable

WATERWAY BILL

| the chlef of

Lhiat |
committee of |

amination of the bullding In which
the officialg of the service are chiliged
to transac' thelr business, with a
view to providing for them beltter
qunrters.

There have been some communlea-
tiona sent to congrass which in a de-
acriptive way the word “uniqua™ fits
admirably, but it Is lkely that no
paper intended for any president ever
contained a more striking paragraph

sage which was sent not long ago
by the civil service commissioners to
the nation's authoritivs.

The commissioners are tired of be
Ing moved about from place to place,
and are particularly tired of their
present quarters. There {8 some hu-
mar in the gitustion, and It Is shown
by this parngraph which oceurs in
an official letter which carries the sig
nature of Gen. John €, Black, the pregs.
Ident of the clvil serviee bhoard, with
the slgmitures of his fellow commis
slonors added.

Humorous Protest,

“The moral element in this propo-

sitlon, Mr. Presldent, is worthy of con-

{slderation. A man is hardly respected

larg for the Improvement of the water: | head of the family until he owns a

ways of the country, It Is yet n mat-
ter of great doubt, however, if the
sanction of the committee will be

[ toof under which he may gather with

his family.  Any burean «! depart-

Cent of the government wholly perl-

given to eertain specific projects In| patetle and without permanent quar-

favor of which there has been coul-’
per | slghting congideration,

try-wide ngitation. It may by,

tering is subject to suspiclon and a
We want to

haps It is safer to say probably will hl'.| be helped out of this situation,”

the opinion of the committee that the |

recommendation for an appropriation

to begin the digging of a deep water- gress has been asked to glve

This plea borders on pathos, but it
has a strength of It own, and con-
that

way from the lukes to the gulf or|heed to the request of Gen, Black and

from Cape Cod to the Carolinns shall |

be put off until the congressional wa
terways commission, which has been
studylng the general subject of com-
merelal highway improvements, shall
have turned In Its report.

The friends of the deep waterway
from Chicago to the Eads jettics are
active In their methods of promoting

the plan which they have at heart. |
' that

The same thing hold true of the men

by

his eolleagues, which will give them
more room and will be in keopiong
with the dignity of their work. The
day when civil service 18 mentioned
members and senantors with the
snecr of Roscoe Conkling as “snivel
service,” has gone by, and while the
work of the commizsioners has robbed
the congressmen of much patronage,
It is Hkely that they will see to I
habitable quarters are given to

who want congress to sanction the tho officlals and thelr employes,

ship channel from Cape Cod down

through the coast states to a point’
somewhere in South Caroliua or pos-|service
There s an intense |
amount of rivalry between the promo- |

sibly Georgla.

terg of these two great plians, but the
rivalry is kept under the surface as

much as possible In order that the!

promotion efforts may not cause con-

troversy enough to upset the chances

of success of either project,
Other Highway Projects.
The Missiasippl  valley
and the coast line waterway are not
the only interior commercial high-
way plans which have friends in con-
gress,
suggested and to a considerable ex
tent advanced in planning, are numer-
our.

ent points, and there are plans for

waterway improvement in the mnorth
and northwest,

When President Taft was in New
Orlenns at a meeting of the wator

ways congress he said a kindly word |
for the general plan of improving the |
rivers of the country, but he :llj\'i.‘-'t'tl‘

making haste slowly. As goon as the
president finlshed hig speech and the

men who are devoting thelr time umlI
energies to puving the way for water- |

way legislation had had time to digest
the remarks, they met and in effect
made a political Igsue out of the cam-
palgn for deeper river channels

The political aspect of the matter
has to some extent influenced

districts have been told In effect that
they must use every effort to push
waterway fmprovements, even if their

plans seem to be antagonistic to tlwI
wishes of the loaders in congress wnd !

of the administration itself. *

To Investigate Fully
Congress always has a way of meet.
ing demands for work along certain
lines with a seeming approval of their

general features, but it also has a way !

of delaying things so that it can be
given time for a sarvey of the field
and obtaining of an actunal knowledge
of the necds of the case,
of the plan for an Immedinte lmprove.
ment of the waterways say that con-
gresa simply seeks a meuns of post
pouement hoping that gome of the de
mands made will be moderated, He

this as It may, congress appointed a |

national waterways  commission  of
which all the members were elther
senntors or representatives,

On this waterways commission are
men who are extremely conservative
on the subject and men who have
been Inslstent that the work should
be begun at once, The chairman of
the committee, SBenator Theodore k.
Burton of Ohlo, was for some years
prior to his election to the senate
chalrman of the house committes on
rivers and harbors, Mr. Burton knows
all about every harbor and stream in
the United States and It iz admitted
by the men who think that he 1s too
conservative  that he has a pretty
clear ldea of the peeds of every lo
cality,

Senator Lorimer of lllinois has been
for many yvears an active advocate of
u ship channel from Chlcago to the
Gulf of Mexlco. Mr. Lorimer s impa-
tlent of delay. There are other mem-

walerwny

The projects which have been,

The southern states want easier |
witer communicntion between dl“l'r‘l

cone: |
gress, and representatives from m;m)';

The friends ]

It 1s hardly probable that the coun
try realizes the growth of the civil
The employes of the com-
misglon supervise and complete the
work of 1,060 local boards composed
of 4,850 members, distributed through-
out the territorial extent of the United
States, Hawall, the Isthmus of Pann
ma and the i=slands of Porto Rica
There are now 225,000 in the compety-
tive clase, and in the last fiscal year
there were nearly 200,000 applicattons
for examination

Army Bill Meets Favor.

Congress s taking more kindly to

the wrmy appropriation bill this year

thin . as been the ease for a long
tim Eecretary of War Dickingon
managed 1o get several millions of

dollars from the estimates for the
support of the land forces, and uun
der hig direction the chiefg of the
different bureaus  made  reductions

that have appealed to the members of
congress as an evidence that economy
this year is the army's watchwgrd.

General Leonard Wood before long
will be made chief of staff of the
United States armny with hendquarters
in Washington  Gen Wood is the
ranking otheer of the serviee, If the
general were to e ordered into the
feld fu case of war he could have
placed under his orders within two
months over a hall milllon Amerieans
armed with the latest type of Ameri-
ean rifle, the new maodel Springfleld,
which i believed by American army
oficinls ta be the best wenpon known
to modern military science

The houge committee on military
affairs at ite hearings on the needs
of the army complimented Gen. Cro-
zler of the ordinance department on
the marked reductions that he had

Cmade in expenses, reductions that the

general showed were possible while
they did not tend in any way to de-
creage the eflficiency of the service,

The committee reported favorably
on the recommendation that a re-
serve supply of one million rifles of
the modern approved type be provid-
ol When the aathorized limit of one
mitlon & veached the manufacture
of the rifles will be stopped, only to
be taken up agaln when the necessity
is shown or when new  [nventions
make new  rifles imperative,

No Need for Large Army.

Congress does not belleve that the
United States will ever need an enor-
mous prmy for war purposes. 1t takes
it for granted that the navy will be
able to keop ull foreign foes at a dis-
tance and that being safe from invas-
fon the army of half o milllon men at
the outset will be sufficient to meet

any seemingly possible  emergency.
The army officers, however, look at
the matter in another light,. They say

that the most unexpected thing hap
pen in military affulrs and that it
would be lttle less than o sin for the
United States to be unprepared as It
wus ot the time of the opening of
the Spanish war. Congress has been
told that there I8 no firstclass power
other than the United States which
cannot put Into the lield almost in-
stantly an army of 5,000,000 men,
There I8 & much closer relation ex-
isting to-day than ever before between
the regular service and the national
guard. It Is the intention of the war

bers of the commission who may be | department to order the regulars next

sald to occupy the middle ground In
the matter at stake.
that before long the commission will
muke its report,

Merit Board Wants Home,

As the country has been told re
cently, it Is probable that congress
will investigate the entire civil sery-
fce syatem of the government with

a view of having both the letter and |

spirit of the law apply to promo-
tlons as well ag to appolntments, 1t

It is expocted |

I and state,

gummer into camp with regiments of
the state troops in many parts of the
country for the purpose of Instructing
the elvillan soldiers in the art of war
and of bringing about & better under-
gtanding and & feellng of closer fellow-
ship between officers of the nation
GEORGE CLINTON.,
Turkish Retrogression.

Avlatte Turkey had a  clvilization

thousands of years ngo. The Interlor

is probable that the clvil serviee com. | of that country Is populated to-duy by

miseloners who are  statloned in

Washington wish that congress would, | forks are unknown;
In addition to Investigating the work. I use  are

fngs of the system, make a rigid ex

farmers, o whom modern knives and
the spoons they
of wood and each famiby
mitkes e own. |




