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FHIE firet ||.._\  the yeur s g
cidedly the busiest day ot
the twelvemonth {or the tor
clgn diplomats stationsd in
Amuriea. The odd part of it
is that the manifold dutle
which muke Jnnuary  1st
the most crowded  intervol
on the cialendar are almost
wholly in the natire ol so0
clul obligations rather than  business tasks
Aoreover, the responsihilities ob this busy day
vest equally heavy upun the envoya of the van
ous foreign powers—thnt is, the ambiassadors
and winisterg—nand upon the secretarics, coun
sclors nnd attachez who wmake up the official
staffs of these dignitarles. Even the women
of the oflicial forvign colony—the
wives and dauvglhiters of the diplomatsa
ol high and tow degree—share in the
feverish activity ol the dawuning year
Iudead, thelr  participntion  begins
weeks in advance with frequent visiia
to the dressmakers, for, one ana all,
these fair foreigners must have stri-
king new gowns for the momentous
cccasion.

The explanation of this display of
energy on the part of a class of peopl
who ordinarily lead the most lolsurely
existence Imaginable is found in the
fact that New Year's day of each year
marks the opening of the official social
genson at Washingion. It is a day of
receiving and calling and dining (all
in the most formal way), for every-
body In natonal officinl circles from
the president down to the least impor-
tant public official, but the social mer-
ry go-round, &plnsg at a more lively
galt for the diplomats than for any of
the other particlpants in Uncle Sam's
great annual  drees  parade. Not
anly do they have to go more differ-
ent places in ecarrying out the day's
program, but they have to do more
dressing than any of the other celebrl.
tles, not even excepting the high ofli-
cers of the United States army and
navy, who don their full dress unl
forms for this eccasion.

Indeed, it is the chore of getting
togged out In thelr goudiest raiment
that compels the diplomats to arise
pomtewhat earller than usual on Now
Yenr morning, Oflicial etiquette pre.
scribes that each forelgn representa
tive shaW appear in full diplomatic
uniform or court dress on this sigul.
flecnnt occasion  Now be It known, it
§s no slight undertaking to put on
such garb. The average diplomat, ao-
customed as he |s to fastidious dress.
ing, finds It pretty nearly as formid.
able a job as the average American workman
or farmer regards the donning of a dress sult.
The diplomat’'s viewpoint will be the better ap-
preciated when it Is explained that not a few
of these costly broadcloth uniforms are 8o
'meavily encrusted with gold lace and other or-
paments that they are well nigh stiff enough to
stand alone. It is a twentieth century coat of
armor, 80 to speak. In many lnstances high
boots are an item of the court dress and usual-
Iy a heavy helmet or fur turban and a long
cloak that reaches to the feet are fncluded in
the costume. Finally, the diplomat, of any
standing. covers the entire front of his coat
with the glittering Inslignia of royal orders and
jeweled decorations—each several times as
large as the ordinary badge and adding In the
aggregate, conslderable welght to the trappings
ol slate,

Wwith the time-consuming prelude of dressing
out of the way, the diplomits, more gorgeously
garbed than any operatic chorus, are ready for
the first formal function of the day. This ia
the president’s reception at the White Houge.
The forelgners, all of whom have carringes or
automoblles (rented for this busy day, If they
do not already possess them), must leave home
for the presidentisl mansion about 10:30
o'vlock, for they are to have the honor of be-
ing the first persons re elved by the president
after he has greeted his cabinet, and they must
be in thelr duly aselgned places in the walting
line ere the presidential party at Il o'clock
sharp, descends the grand stalrway and tukes
gtation in the Blue parlor for the reception.
Hard and fast rules must be observed as to
the order in which the diplomats file past the
president. There are two divigions. Flrst the
ambassadors, each nccompanied by all the
members of his staff and their wives, and then
the ministers, each sgtmilarly attended. Places
in each divislon are assigned In accordance
with the length of time each envoy has repre-
gopted hls government at Washington, That 1s,
swntesmen who have been here for years take
precedence over the newcomers.

At the head of the line walks the ambasga
dor who by virtue of the most lengthy service
in Washington 15 the dean of the diplomatie
corps. This post ol prestige ls now 'hvld by
Baron Mayor des Planches of Italy, The for
eigners are fntroduced to the president by the
gecretary of state, who has the bost of his cab-
{net colicagues in that he fs thus temporarily
in the Hmelght.

After the VWhite House receptien the diplo-

titas return bhore for a lew
wtnutes' rest, and then a it
tle botore 12 o'clock they set
ontl for the residence of the
corelary of sl Liere, ol
an olaborate repnst I8
crved.  The average Amerl
can citlzen would declare it s
Lrrheon, bt in sochil-diplo
matie wange It is o hrenkiost
Conslderably  more than 200
ate expoeted at this
breakinst, so that it can bw
ween that it taxes the hogse-
keoping arrangements  even
in o mansion such as  the
150,000 dwelling of 1*hilan

porsons
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der Knox. Then, too, the same lmportance at:
taches as at the White House, to who gous
first, sc that servants have to be carefully
drilled and the utmost care exercised lest some
lesser diplomat recelve more honor than 18
his due, while some greater lminary Is cor
respondingly slighted.

The entire afternoon of New Year's day Lhe
diplomats devote 10 waking ceremonial calls
Almost all the prominent hostesses in Wash
ington, except the wife of the prerident, hold
receptions on this esentful afternoon. Most of
the diplomais go first to the home of the vice
president, then “down the lina” of cabinet
homes in the order of thelr oficial standing;
after which they pay their respects at the resl
dence of the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives, and then follows Indiscriminate
calllug upon the wives of senntora, represent
atives, arniy and navy officers and other offl
elal hostesges who are keeping open house,
lverywhere they meet other diplomats and
public officluls of all grades, for calling is gen-
eral al the seat of government on the first day
of the vear, In accordance with the Yankee
idey, only the men ol the Amorlean households
go culling on New Year's afternoon, but the
diplomats are in almost every instance accom
panled by the ladies of thelr households, It
ig past sundown when thiz round of ealling is
concluded, but that does not end the day for
the tired diplomatg, Most of them have been
fuvited (o the ceremoninl dinners that, in great
numbers, close the day in Washingion, hence
they must hurry home and change to evening
attire in order to greet yet another hostess be-
fore 8 o'clock.

A RUSKIN STORY

In 1858, when Ruskin was in  his forteth
vear, he was asked by a friend to glve some
lessons in drawing to a child named Rose La
Touche—whose name Indoed was French, but
whose family were Ifigh. There sprang up he
tween Ruskin and this young girl a very charm
ing friendship, which, of courge, at the time
could be nothing but a friendship. They wrote
each other letters and exchanged drawings and
then for awhile they did not meet,

Ten years passed by before they saw each
other. Meanwhile the chdd whom he bhad re-
membered as a blue-eyed, saucy, clever little
bloude with ripe, red lps and halr ke fine
spun gold, had become a very lovely young
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woman of 1% yeurs, They resumed their old ac-
quaintance, but In a very different way, Though
Ruskin was nearly 50, ha gave to Rose La
Touche an adoration and a passion such as be
had never felt bofore. On her slde she no long-
or thought of him as "very ugly,” bt was sin-
gularly drawn to him, despite the difference
in thelr years.

The two met often, They took long strolls
together in the pleasant flelds of Surrey, and
at last Ruskin begged her to make bim happy
and to be his wife., Oddly enough, however,
she hesitated, not becnwse he was #o much old
F than hergeuf, but because he had ceaged Lo
be what she regarded ns “a true bellever.”
Some of the things that he had written shocked
her us belng almost atheigtic,. She was her
wolf, underneath all her gayety of manper, i
flgld and unecompromising Protestant HShe
uged phrases from the Bible in her ordinary
talk and when she spoke of marriage with John
Ruskin she said that she could not endure to he
“yoked with an unbellever.”

Yet her heart was torn at the thought of
sending him awasy; sand so for several years
their Intimacy continued, he pleading with her
and striving bhard to make her seo that love
wits everyvthing, 8he, on the other hand, read
nver those passages of the 0Old  Testament
which seemed to bar all compromise

At last, In 1872, when she was 24 and he
wans 03, she gave him her final answer, She
would not marry him unlegs he could belleve
as she dld. His honesty forbade him to de
celve her by a pretended converslon, and so
they parted, never to see each other agaln.
How teeply she was affected Is shown by the
fact that she soon fell Wl Bhe grew woraee
and worse, untll at last it was quite certaln
that she could not live, Then Ruskin wrote
{0 her and begged that he might see her, Bhe
answered with a note In which she [foebly
traced the words:

“You may come If you can tell me that you
love Giod more than you love me."”

when Ruskin read this his very soul was
racked with agony and he cried out:

“No, no—then | cannot come L0 her; for L
love her even more than God!™

When she dled, as she did soon after, the
light of his life went out for Ruskin ~Mun-
sey's

HERPIAN O LAGERCRANTZ,. MINISTER OF SWEREN

heen al work for several years OB
the site of the Roman Susa, the Shu-
shan of the Bible and later the cagp-
ital of the Kmperors Darlus and Art-
AXNOTXOR,

According to detalls furnished to
the Jewlsh World, o mound marking
the site of the city has been 0xen-
vated by M, de Morgan und was
found to mark the site of the anclent
Fiamite acropolls of the elty. The
excavatlons have produced most as-
tonishing results.  llere the explor-
er found guperlimposed, one nbove
(he other, the remains of three
cltles, the oldest dating back to .
C. 4000, and below these thiy signa
of oldur settlements of prehlstoric
WECH.

k'i'lll' recont discoveries show that
£ for more than a thousand years pri:
or to 11, ¢, 3800 the clty wias oceun-
pled by the pabyloniang, and that
most of the kings of that country set
up thelr monuments in it. When the
powertul gemitic dynasty of laby-
lonian kings contemporary with tha
age of Abraham was overthrown, the
Klamites regalned thelr  Independ-
ence and retained it until B, C, 649,
when the city was sacked by Assur
banipal, king of Assyria, who de
stroyed the palaces and temples.

Explorations show that the chief
{feature of the anclent city, as of all
those of the anclent east, Wad the temple of
the city god, in this case the god Susinak,
which stood upon the acropolis. An explora-
tton of the foundations revealed the records of
Gudea, king of Chaldea, B, €, 2800, Fortunate
ly, conslderable information as to the nature
of the sacred edifice and its precinets 8 pre-
served by an {nteresting  monument, which
wis discovered in the ruing

In the center of the model are the figuras of
(wo nude men, one holdlug a water jar. These,
no doubt, are the king and priest performing
the ceremonies of lustration, or ceremonial pu-

rification, which are a great feature of the orl |
ental temples and frequently mentioned in the |

rellglous Inscriptions,

Primitive Mills in Brazil.
viceConsul De Young, writing from Santos,

cllg attentlon to the small corn grinding ma- |

chineg in Brazll:

“In the interfor of Brazil a primitive method
of producing cornmeal by pounding Instead of
grinding Is practiced. The instrument known
a3 a ‘mojollo’ works automatically, and conslsts
of & tree trunk balanced on the bank of a
stream, one end of the trunk belng hollowed
out to form a large cup, while the othor end is
in the form of a pestie, Water filling the cup
depresses that end of the log, whereupon the
watler runs out and the other end falla back to
its original position, the pestle striking the
corn. Some modern corn grinders have recent.
ly been introduced, but there 18 a good Held
tor a very small and Inexpensive grinder to
take the place of the ‘mojello’ In the interior,
whero flour mills are rare and each family
grinds its own corn.”

L
Onion as Tale-Teller, 57|

There's a divorce, s '1

"Tis a very sad affalr, T [

An onlon is at the bottom of it

Of yore hubby was fond of onlons.

He ate, and ate, and wifey stood it

Then he foll in love with a festive malden,

No more onlons for him, much to his wife's
gurprise.

The more she thought of It, the mere she
wondered at the change.

Not only did he desert the orodous onlons—
presently he deserted altogsther,
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HOTEL SAFES

MANY SEEM TO PREFER THEM TO
DEPOSIT VAULTS,

Valuables Are Kept in These Receps
tacles by Guests for Years at
a Time—S8ome Notable In-
stancen of Fac!

A wornnn widloosd vy to th aunter
of n fahlonable hotel wnd paked for o
package of valunbled whilol wias in the

wile
| A T bl not wanted oty
1 il |
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partlenlar
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suppose 1 shonld havs
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tawer Lo om
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money Phist e
mg for yenrs sl

wir have all korts
jewelry pml even
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(O A T
o prefer o hotel safe W o
posit vault,  One reason, perhaps, s
thid 1t conts nothing Another I l'lll"
the standard of hotel clerks has Im
} _|lrn\|'||
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astonishing  the
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atonnt - of
hotel
course, the owters have
slopped I the Lo il hlﬂ;
they o nway, leasing thelde |'~s.|l|h-.-1‘

people keep in

originnlly

Pamd 1T hnve knowne suely peroons Lo b
| gone o mueh s two vy wid never
| moke an nguiry about theie properly

| I that the,
| Mo show you how mteh contidenes
II|\IH||]|‘ have In botels and thely om
‘ ploves, | might mention that the other
dity oo man came In here and pat tonr
[ $1,000 LIS o an onvelope, wrote his
Pamme on the Intter and asked me Lo
put It in the safe Not longe ago a
man actunily did the same thing with
wovon $ltooon bills ™

The elorks of several other hotels
talked I on shinllae stealn withont any
ontside suggeslion

U bet | have handled more than s
millllon dollars' worth of joeweley to
duy,” sald one. “Look here,” aml he
openedd the gale and pllod six or slght
big Jowelry cases on the counter, but
huriedly put them back., “In one of
those | know there I8 over $200,000
worth, and what 1 showml you was
only n few of what the safe contalns.”

Up at & blg hotel near the park the
employes are greatly concernml nhout
the freedom with which u wealthy for
elgn woman who is stopping there dis
plays her jeweln. Every evening she
woeiars a rope of pearls that goes once
around her neck and then falls to ber
knees, to which s uttached a lorg
nette,

averybhody who hag seon the joweln
has exclaimed at thelr glze and perfect
matehing, and wealthy patrons of the
housie who have sold as well as bought
jowels say the necklace is worth not &
cent less than $200,000.  The owner
went the other day luto one of the
blg jewelry houses and business was
fmmediately  suspended while every-
body erowded about to admire the
neeklnee

How It Started.
Now, when Jacob bhad glven the

“savory kid soup” to lssac, aml the
[ 1atter, pleased with the gift, hid given
| to his son the much sought-after pator
nul blessing, lo, Esan stuck s head,
| through the tent flup and Jdid pour,
molten words upon the trick which
had scabbed him of hls birthright'
And after some hours, when his an-
ger was wellnlgh spent, he shot the
tople sentence stralght

“Why did you do 11?7

Then did lsaac call hilm near and
look into his face. Also did lsaac
smack hig llps and point to the re-
mains of the repast and say:

“1 love my Esau, but oh, you kid!"
Whereupon Noah, who happened to
be strolling by, carefully tucked the
jest into olled paper and did put it
Into the ark, whence, with much odor
and more odlum, it was brought forth
by humorlsts some 4,000 years later
~8t. Louls Republic.

Museum In a Prison.

Parig Is to have yet another mu
goum of the revolutlon. It is to be
fitted up in the Conelergerie prison,
and the two apartments devoted to it
are to be the Salle des Girondins and
the cell occupled by Marle Antlonette,
Thias cell Is to be fitted and furnished
exnetly as It war when the unhappy
queen awalted her fate in it, and a
pumber of anuthentic relles are avail
able. Among foem are Included the
gqueen’s velvetseated armchair,  the
famp by the light of which she wrole
her last letter, and the simple black
wooden crucifix which she klssed on
her departure to the place of execu
tion, A eredit of 1,000 francs has been
voted for the purposes of the museum
by the Paris munlelpal council

Queer Use for Food.

The baked potato merchant s a
comparatively modern Institution in
the London streets, the first polato-
can having made Its appearaunce, ac-
cording to Henry Mayhew, about the
wear 1846, says the London Chroniele.
Fifteen yoars later, when Mayhew,
published his “London Labor anu the
London Poor,” he estimated that there
wera 200 hot-potato venders In Lon
don, each selling on an average 100
halfpenny potatoes a day. “In cold
weather,” adds Mayhow, “the pota-
toes are frequently bought to warm
the hands, Indeed, an eminent divine
classed them, in & public speech,

among the best of modern improve-
ments, as forming an excellent med-
jum for diffusing wormth Into thes

system by belng held In the ghvoﬁ
. hand."”




