ABHINGTON There
war unvelled in the na
tion's enpitnl recently a
sgtotne of the Rov, John
Witherspoon, one  of
the signers of the Dee-
luration  of  Indepen
denee.  More and more
attention s belng given
throughout the country
to the memories of the
men who  glgned  the
liberty documens. Not
long ago there was held In Wash-
ington a convention of the descend-
ants of the signers. It Is expectod
that as the result of the labors of
this hereditary orgnnization there
will be gathered together for pres
ervation In one safe place all the
things that are attalnable which
had intimate association with the
men who on the 4th of July, 1770,
took their lives and thelr pens in
hand

In the year 1776 lived a woman
who was fond of giving curtain
lectures to her husband, She was
the origlnal Mrs. Coudle, though
her name was Mre, Dickenson, the
wife of John Dickenson of Penn
sylvania, whose “Lettors of a
Penusylvanla Farmer® had done
much to arouse a apirit of liberty
Atong the people. One night sev-
eral weeks bofore (e meeting of
the continental congress, of which
Dickenson wus a member, his
spouse, speaking from beneath the
shadow  of her nighteap, =sald
“Johnny, if you hnve anything to
do with this Independence business
you'll be hunged, and leave a most
excellent widow.” John Diekensan
spoke against the resolution o
claring the colonfes to be free and
ndependent

The wreat Independence debite
Wis held within closed doors, and

Lo Teeurd of the speeches was kept 00

bocanse it was felt that {» case of
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OF INDEFENOENCE

the capture of any one of the members of the
body that King George would have hilm strung
up speedily should there be written evidence
that he had spoken ugainst the supremacy of
the crown When the Brunswick monareh,
however, had been forced to relingulsh his grip
on the united colonfes, some of the delegntes
told what they had said or what others had
gald.  These fragmentary sapeeches had never
before beon gathered together, it 18 belleved,
Rits of them appear here and thore in revolu-
tionaryday storiea. Others are to be found in
the correspondence of some of the fathers of
the republic, and two others have had thelr
gpirit, but not thelr letter, proserved through
one of the almost matchless orations of Web-
ster

It 13 o wellknown fact that the declaring of
the colonies Independent was not thought of
serlously before the convening of the memor-
able congress of the spring of 1776. Washing:
lon was bitterly opposed to any such deelara-
tion until It became o military and eivil neces
gity. Patrick Henry was perhaps the only out-
ypoken advocate of the year when the cutting
wag actually accomplished, though Benjamin
Fravklin and Timothy Dwight thought, and
sometimes sald, that the yoke should be re-

maovesd Henry, by the way, in one of his
speceches, undoubtedly gave the kevnote to
which Robert Emmet afterward attuned the

Inst sentence of his speech when condemned
to die. As early as 1773 Patrick Honry de-
clared that the colonfea should strike for Inde-
pendonce, and prophesied that France would
not be buckward in coming to their ald. The
last words of his speech were almost Hterally
a part of the concluding words of Robert
Emmet's speech: “Then our country shall
take bLer place among the natlons of the
earth.”

The origlnal declaration of Independence
was i local affair. Mecklenberg county, North
Curoling, at a publle meeting held in the town
of Charlotte, in August, 1775, declared thnt
“It threw off forever all allegiance to the Brit
igsh erown.” It was not long after this that
North Carollng Instructed its delegiates to the
continental congress to vote “first, last and
always" for the Independence of the united

eolonles. 1t must be aald that many historians
doubt the authenticity of the Mecklenberg
declaration,

The congress that was to declare America
free convened in Philadelphla, and in a general
wiy discusged the matter of theowing off the
yoke. Richard Henry Les of Virginin Intro-
douced this resolution: *“Moved, That these
united colonles are, and of right ought to be,
free and independent stutes, and that all po-
litical connection between us and Great Brit
aln 18, and ought to be, dissolved.”

John Adams of Massachusetts seconded the
wotion, but the names of both mover and sec
onder were omitted from the record, becuuse
ft was the bellef that If the liritish authorities
got hwold of them as prisoncrs they woula
gtreteh hemp without a trial. Before the dis
cussion of the resolution congress adjourned
and came together agein In June, when began
the debate, perbaps the most womentous in
Listary. tbe detalls of which, save in detiached
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ITRSTORIC DESK ON WHICH JEFFERSON WROTE THE DECLARARTION
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WHERE THE ORIGINAL ORAFT OF THE DECLARATION
OF INDEPENDENCE 13 PRESERVED
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form, were never pre-
servid,  During a part
of the proceedings Ben-
Jnmin Franklin  pre
wlded,

In n letter written 20
vears after tha debate
one of the delegates \

“*Comae
here, young
man,” sald
the Inquisi
tor, and
when Lee
approached
the English-
man sald to
him: **Do
vouw know
we will soon
have your
father's head
on Tower
hin?”

“You may
have it when
vou can get
it, was the
boy's spirit-
ed answer.

John Dick-
enson of
Pennsyl-
vania, al
'J though he

&

sild that when Benja-
min Franklin, after the
signing, said “"Now,
we must all hang together or we'll all hang
separately,” Harrlson, who had a ready wit,
looking at his ample proportions, said: “If
they drop us off at a rope’s end some of yvou

Hehtwelghts will be kicking and suffering long
after 1'm done for.”

During the time of the adjournment, the
committee which had been appoiuted to pre-
pare the declaration of independence chose
Jefferson, the youngest of thelr members. to
write the document, on the ground that he was
“the best penman® in the lot. Now, the word
penman lu those days was sometimes used to
denote o man who expressed himself well on
paper, aml not necessarlly a man who wrote a
good hand.  The English of the declaration
perhaps shows that the word was used with
the former significance, though some of Jeffer
son's detractors have insisted that Tom Paine
wrote the famous document

The Declaration of Independence was read
paragraph by parngraph to the nssembled
members.  As a matter of fact, the most bril-
linnt speakers were opposed to the resolution.
Among thosge g0 opposed were Dickenson, Rob-
ert R. Livingston, James Wilson and Edward
Rutledge. It leaked out afterward that most
of these men made speeches opposing the sev-
ering of the Hritish bonds. Of three of those
who spoke In favor of independence it was
afterward said: “Jefferson was no speaker;
George Wyeth was sensible, but not clear, and
Witherspoon was clear, but heavy."

It has always been belleved that Richard
Henry Lee sald, In standing for the absolute
independence of his country: “Why still delib-
erate?  Why, sir, do you longer deluy? Let
this happy day give birth to an American re-
public., Let her arise, not to devastate and
conguer, but to re-establish the reign of peace
and law, The eyes of Europe are fixed upon
us; she demands of us a livieg example of
frecdom that may exhibit a contrast in the
felicity of the citlzen to the ever-increasing
tyranny which desolates her polluted shores.
If we are not this day wanting in our duty te
our country the names of the American leglsla
tars of 1776 will be pluced by posterity at the
elde of Theseus, of Lycurgug, of Romulus, of
Numn, of the three Willlams of Nassau, and of
all those whose memiories bave been and for-
ever will be dear to virtuous men and good
clitizens.”

Just how Lee's speech leaked our was got
known, but It led to a somewhat remarkable
scene in the English school of St. Bees. Lee
hind n son, a mere boy, a pupil in 8t. Bees
\ mewher of a board of vigitors to the {nstitu-
Uon nelgd the head master who the boy wus.
"He s the son of Richard Hoory Lee of
Americn,” wngs the auswer,

THE STEEL SAFE IN WHICH THE DECLARATION
OF INOEPENDENCE /S PRESERVED

had beenone
of the fore-
most advo
cates of reslstance to tyranny, spoke forcibly
against the adoption of the declaration. It
may be that his wife's, “Johnny, you'll be
hanged,” was still on his mind. He was one
of the best speakers in the congress, and the
friends of liberty feared the effect of his argu-
ments, The gist of what he sald was years
afterwards mnde publie, and, while Dickenson
fearcd simply that the time had not yet come
for the declaring of the country's indepen-
dence, and was in reallity a patriot at heart,
his memory has saffered for the stand he then
took

When Daniel Webster delivered his pane-
gyrie of Thomas Jefflerson and John Adams
he drew a verbal pieture of that scene in the
continental congress when the Declaration of
Independence was under digcussion, He knew
the thread of Dickenson's discourse as it had
been Imputed to him, and though Webster
mentioned no name, his amplification of Dick.
enson's words will probably stand forever as
containing the essence of the opposition of the
colonlal leglslator to the taking of a firm stand
for his country's freedom.

Dickenson’s gpeech, as It has come down,
runs In part as follows: “Let us pause. This
step, onece taken, cannot be retraced, This
resolution, once passed, will cut off all hope
ol reconciliation, If success attend the arms
of England we shall then be no longer colo-
nles, with charters and with privileges; these
will all be forfeited by this act, and we shall
be In the condition of other conguered people
=at the mercy of the conquerors, For our
selves, we niay be ready to run the hazard,
but are we ready to curry the country to that
length? 18 success so probable as to justify us?
Where is the military, where the naval power,
by which we are to resist the whole strength
of the arms of Kngland, for she will exert that
strength to the utmost? Can we rely on the
constancy and persevernnce of the plmplﬂ. or
will they not act as the people of other coun
tries have ncted, and, wearled with a long
war, submit in the end to a worse oppresslon?

"While we stand on our old ground and in
sist on redress of grievances we know we are
right, and nre not answerable for conse
quences. Nothing, then, can be lmputed to us
But if we now change our object, carry our
pretensions farther and set up for absolute in
dependence, we shall lose the sympathy of
mankind.  We shall no longer be defending
what we possess, and which we have solemnly
and uniformly disclanimed all intentlon of pure
sulng fromw the very outset of the troubles.
Abundoing thus our old grounds of resistance
only to arbitrary acts of oppression, the na.
tions will believe the whole to have been mers
nietense, and they will look on us not as in-
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jured, but as ambitious, subjects.

“I ghudder before this responsibility. It
will be on us if, relinquishing the ground
on which we have stood so long, and stood
go safely, we now proclaim independence
and carry on war for that object, while
these elties burn, these pleasant flelds
whiten and bleach with the bones of their
owners, and these streams run blood. It

will be upon us; it will ba upon us If, failing
to maintain this unreasonable and ill-judged
declaration, a sterner despotism, maintained

by milltary power, shall be established over |

our posterity, when we ourselves, given up by

an exhausted, a harassed and misled people, |

shall have expiated our rashness and atoned
for our pregumption on the secaitold.”

It is a fairly well established fact that one
of the delegates, laeking a prepared speech of
his own, quoted from Tom Paine's pamphlet,
“Common Sense,” which some months before
had created a sensation, Tom Paine, as s

*well known, was an atheist, but that made

little difference to the delegate, who was sald
to be a pious Puritan, when he had a chance
to let his feelings go ripping through sentences
like these: “It mattera very little now what
the king of England either says or does; he
hath wickedly broken through every moral and
human obligation, trampled nature and con-
sclence bheneath his feet, and by a steady and
constitutional spirit of insolence and cruetly
procured for himself a universal hatred, * * *

It has been reported that John Witherspoon
of Princeton,
was the man who quoted thus liberally from
Tom Paine, atheist. Some years afterward the
Scoteh dominfe, it Is sald, was taken to task
for quoting Paine, and reverend John said, if
tradition may be believed, that the devil's
pitehfork was none too bad a weapon to use
in prodding John Bull out of the country,

It was left, however, for John Adams to

make the great speech that brought to the |

gide of those favoring independence all the
wavering ones, and strengthened in thelr posi-
tion those who stood for the signing of the
declaration. What Adams sald was glven [a
substance to the world when there was no
longer any danger of his being hanged for his
utterances. Danlel Webster lent his own elo-
quence and something of his diction to his in-
terpretation of Adams' discourse, which, on
the eventful day, it may be truly sald won
for the country the declaration of Indepen-
dence,

Adams' powerful and electrifying speech
was in part as follows: “It Is true, Indeed,
that in the beginnlng we almed not at inde-
pendence, But there's a divinity which shapes
our ends. The Injustice of England has driven
us to arms, and, blinded to her own Interest

for our good, she has obstinately persisted till '

independence Is now within our grasp. We
have but to reach forth to it and it is ours.
Why, then, should we defer the Jdeclaration?
Is any man so weak as now to “wpe for a
reconcilution with England, which shall leave
elther safety to the country and its liberties or
safety to his own life and his own honor?

“I know there ls not a man here who wo JId
not rather see a general conflagration sweep
over the land or an earthquake sink it than
one ot or tittle of that plighted faith fall to
the ground. For myself, having 12 months
ago in thia place moved you that George
Washington be appolnted commander of the
forces ralgsed or to be raised for defense of
American liberty, may my right hand forget
her cunning and my tongue cleave to the roof
of my mouth if 1 hesitate or waver in (he
support I gi;e him, = * =

"My judgment approves this measure and
my whaole heart is in it, All that I have and
all that 1| am, and all that | hope in this life,
I am now ready here to stake upon it, ® «
I am fur the declaration, 1% Is my !lving sen-
timent, nd, by the grace of Goa, ¥ shall be
my dying sentiment, independence now and
independence forever.”

The 2d of July is 1 reailty Independence
day, for on this date in the year 1776 a ma-
Jority of the delegates from each colony voted
for the declaration. Two days later the doeu-
ment was signed and went into effect, and
from that day to this, in fulfillment of John
Adams' prophecy, the day has been celebrated
"with pomp, parede, games, sports, guns, bells,
bonfires, and umination from one end of the
continent to the cther.”

stanch orthodox Presbyterian, |

GRATIS.

| Youth (at a bun emporium)—I say,
you know, this milk |s sour.

| Sweet Thing—\Vell, there's plenty
of sugar on the table, ain't there?

Hypothetical.

“Let me,” sald the stranger at the
| baseball gate, “ask you a hypothetical
| question.”

#'Go ahead.”

"Supposing that 1 had ten cents,

and desired to witness an exhibition
{of the manly sport inside the en-
’l‘]llﬂlll‘l‘, the price belng 25 cents; and
l supposing that 1 were to approach you
for 16 cents necessary to frultion of
| my hopes, what would you say?"”
I "That's easy, 1'd gay! '‘Lend me the
10 cents as I have just 15 mysell, and
am a rabid fan'"

Thus, after all this subtle eloquence,
there wag nothing dolng

"

Laundry work at home would be
much more satisfactory if the right
| Starch were used. In order to get the
| desired stiffness, it Is usually neces-
sary to use so much starch that the
beauty and fineness of the fabrie is
hidden behind a paste of varyving
| thickness, which not only destroys the
| appearance, but also affects the wear-
| ing quality of the goods. This trou-
| ble can be entirely overcome by using
i Deflance Starch, as it can be applied
|
|

much more thinly becausge of its great-
er strength than other makes.

That's a Reason.

“Take off your coat, Herkimer,”
Csndd the boss, In kindly tones, as he
| directed the electric fan a litle more
toward himself.

Herkimer  Hoskins
ously

“Thank you, sir,” he sald, “but—er
—the fact 18 wmy wife makes my
' shirts.”

blushed furi-

The extraordinary popularity of fine
white goods this summer makes the
choice of Starch a matter of great im-
portance. Deflance Starch, being free
from all injurious chemicals, is the
only one which is safe to use on fine
fabricg. It great strength as a stiffen-
er makes half the usual quantity of
Starch necessary, with the result of
perfect finish, equal to that when the
goods were new,

Gratitude Poorly Expressed.

An old woman was profuse in her
gratitude to a magistrate who had
dismissed a charge brought against
her,
| I thought you wouldn't be "ard on
me, your worship,” she remarked, as
she left the dock; "I know ‘ow often
a kind 'art beats be'ind a ugly face”

Not Noticeable.

LAttle Mose Lamblack—De teacheh
done sent me home, mammy, ‘cause
you didn't wash mah face,

Mrs. Lamblack (angrily)—You fool
chile, what fo' you done tole her 1
| didn't?7—Ilustrated Sunday Magazine,
|
[ Scoring a Point.

“1 thought Jenks had made a mis-
take In that steoy, 8o [ just nalled him
down."

' “Well?”
“And found, as [ expected, that he
" was on the wrong tack."

|

i Nebraska Diréétofj;
Yelie Wrought Iron Vehicles

| Will Not Wear Out. Inslst on having theme
nsk your loeal denler or

| JOHN DEERE PLOW COMPANY, Omaha—Sioux Falls

Lightning Rods.%e, 22

phones.  Protects forever. The best,
W, C. SHINN, « « Lincoln, Nebraska

TYPEWRITERS &

) IS MIr's price, Casli oF e ™
etile, Heoted, rent applles. Weshilp
any whore for froe axamlnation. No des
;l- L Wil fur big hargmin 1ot and offee

V Raanaont o, 427 Wondman Ny Vmaka,

M. Spiesberger & Son Co.

‘Wholesale Millinery

The Best in the West OMAHA, NEB.

| ot bargain prices. Wrlte
ENINES for tist. LINIGER |MPLE.
. MENT CO., Omaha, Neb,
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Beatrice Creamery Co.

Payns the highest price for

CREAM
RUPTURE :::.:

cured in n
few dnys without o surgical operation
or detention from business N pay
will be aocepted until the patient i
comipletely satisfied. Write or catl on

FRANTZ H. WRAY, M. D,
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