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CHAPTER I
Dust.

In the dull hot dusk of & summer's
day n green fouring car, swinging out
of the East drive, pulled up smartly,
trembling, at the edge of the Fifty-
pinth street ear tracks, then more se-
dately, under the dispassionate but
watchful eye of a mounted member of

- the trafflc squad, lurched across the

Plaza and merged Itgself in the press
of vehicles south bound on the avenue,

Its tonneau held four young men,
all more or less disguised in dust, dos.
ters and goggles; forward, by the side
of the grimy and anxlous-eyed mechan-
fe, sat a fifth, in all visible respects
the eounterpart of his companlons. Be.
neath his mask, and by this 1 do not
mean his goggles, but the mask of
modern manner which the worldly
wear, he was, and s, different. He
was Danlel Maitland, Esquire; for
whom no further introduction should
be required, after mention of the fact
that he was, and remains, the identieal
gentleman of means and position in
the soclnl and finanelal worlds, whose
somewhat gober but sincere and whole-
hearted participation In the wildest of
concelvable eseapades had earned him
the affectionata regard of the younger
set, togother with the sobriguet of
“Mad Maitland."

His companions of the day, the four

in the tonneau, were In that humor of |

subdued yvet vibrant excitement which
Is apt to attend the conclusion of a
long, hard drive over country roads,
Maitland, on the other hand (judging
him by his precccupled pose), was al-
ready weary of, if not bored by, the
hare-brained  enterprise  which, In-
iated on the spur of an {dle moment
and directly due to a thoughtless re
mark of his own, had brought him 100
miles (or gn) through the heat of a
brolling afternoon, nccompanied by
gpirits ag ardent and irresponsible as
his own, In search of the dublous dis-
traction afforded by the night side of
the city.

Az, pleking Its way with elephantine
nicety, the motor car progressed down
the avenue—twilight deepening, ares
upon thelr bronze columns blossoming
suddenly, nolselessly into spheres of
opalescent radinnes—Mr, Maltland
censed to respond, ceased even to give
heed, to the running fire of chalf
(largely personal) which amused his
companions. Listlessly ongaged with
a clgarette, he lounged upon the green
leather cushions, half closing his eyes,
and heartlly wished himsell free for
the evening,

Iiut he stood committed to theg hu-
mor of the majority, and lncked entlre-
ly the shadow of an exeusa to desert;
in uddition to which he was altogoether
too lazy for the exertion of Mmunu-
focturing a Me of servicenbhle testure
And g0 whandoned hbmsell to his fate,
even thoagh he foresaw with vearlfal

particularity the programme of the
coming hours.

To begin with, 30 minutes were to
be devoted o a bath and dressing In
his rooms. This was something not so
unpleasant to contemplate. It was the
afterwards that repelled him: Dinner
at Sherry's, the subsequent tour of
roof gardens, the late supper at a club,
and then, prolonged far into the small
hours, the sesslon around some green-
covered table In a close room reeking
with the fumes of good tobaceo and |
hot with the fever of gambling, . . .

Abstractedly Maitland frowned,
tersely summing up: “Beastly!"—in
an undertone,

At this the green car wheoled ab-
ruptly round a corner below Thirty-
fourth street, slid half a block or more
cast, and came to a palpitating halt.
Maitland, looking up, recognized the
entrance to his apartments, and sighed
with rellef for the brief respite from
boredom that was to be his. He rose,
negligently shaking off his duster,
and stepped down to the sldewalk.

Somebody in the ecar called a
warning after him, and turning for a
moment he stood at attention, an eve-
brow ritlged qulzzically, cigarette
drooping from a corner of his mouth,
hat pushed back from his forehead,
hands in coat pockets; a tall, slender,
gparsely buflt figure of a man, clothed
Immaculately In flannels,

When at length he was able to make
himself heard: "Good enough,” he gaid
clearly, though without rasing his
volea,  “8herry's In an hou Right,
Now, behave yourselves."

“Mind you show up on time!”

“Never foar,” returned Maitland over
hig shouklder,

A wittlelsm wag flung back at hi.ni
from the retreating ecar, but spent
itgell unregarded. Maltland's atten
tiom wig temporarily distracted by the
unusnal—to say the least—sight of a
young and attractive woman eoming
out of a home for confirmed bachelors.

The apartment house happencd to
be his own property. A substantial
and oldfashioned edifice, situatod in

the middle of a qguiet bloek, It con-
talned but five roomy and comfortable |
guites—Iin other words, one 1o a tfloor:
and these were without exception ten- |
anted by unmarried men of .\I;lll-l
land's own elrele and acquaintance.
The janltor, himself 0 widower and a |
convineed misogynist, lived alone in |
the basement., Barring very speelal
and exceptional oceasions (as when |
one of the bachelors felt called upon
1o give a tea in partial recognition of |
rocial obligatlons), the foot of woman

never erossed its threshold,

In this eclreumstance, Indeed, was
comprised the singular charm the
house had for its ceeupants, Tho
quality whileh Insured them priviacy
and a quiet independence yendevid
them oblivicns to Ity many minoe
drawbicks, Its lack of many conven

i study

lences and inxnries which have of late
grown to bie so commonly regarded as
necesgitios It boasted, for instnnce
no garnge; no refrigerating  &vstom
maddened those depondent upon it; a

diagipated  electrie  Hehting  system
never woent out of nlzhts, beeause h
had never been Installed: no brass

bound hall bey lounged In desoetude
upon the stoop and took too intimate
And personal an Interest In the ten
ante'  correspondonce, The inhabi
tantg, in brief, were free to come and
go according to the dictates of thelr
consclences, unsupervised by nelgh
borly women folk, unhindered by n
parasitie eorpr of meniols not In thelr
personal cmploy.

Wherefore wasg Maltland astonlshed,
and the more so becouze of the geason
At nny other geason of the year he
would readily have accounted for the
phenomenon that pow fell under his
observation, on the hypaothesis that the
woman wig gomebody's sister or cons
in or aunt. Buat at present that expla
nation was umtenable; Maltland hap
pened 1o know that not one of the oth
er men was In New York, barring
himself; and his own presonce there
wns a thing entlrely anforeseen,

St tneredulonis, he mentally eonned
the Hst: Barnes, who occupled the
first fMat, was traveling on the con
tinent;, Conkling, of the third, had Jeft
n forinight since to join a yachting
party on the Mediterrancan: Haunlster
and Wilkes, of the fourth and Afth
floors, respectively, were In Newport
and Buenos Alres,

“Odd!™ concluded Maitiand

S0 it wax, Bhe had just closed the
door, one thought: and now slood
polged as if in momentary indecision
on the low stoop, glancing toward
Fifth avenne the while she fumbled
with a refractory button at the wr[mI
of a long white kid glove, Blurred
thongh it was by the darkling twilight
and a thin vell, her face yvor conveyed
an lmpression of prettiness; an ime-
pression enhanced hy enreful groom-
ing. From her hat, a small affalr,
somothing green, with a superstruc-
ture of gray ostrich feathers, to the
tips of her russet shoes—includinzg a
walling skirt and holoro of shimmer.
ing gray sllk—she was distinctly
“wmart” and inmeresting.

He had keenly observant eyes, had
Maitland, for all his detached pose;
you are to understand that he com-
preqiended all these points in the flick
ering of an instant.  For the incident
wns over in two seconds, In one the
lady's hesitation was resolved; in an-
other she had passed down the steps
and swept by Maltland without giving
him a glance, without even the trem-
bling of an evelnsh. And he had a
view of her back as she moved swiftly
away toward the avenue,

Perplexed, he lingered upon the
stoop until she had turned the corner;
after which he let himself in with a
latch key, and, dismissing the affair
tewporarily from his thoughts, or pre-
tending to do so, ascended the single
flight of stairs to his flat,

Simultaneously heavy feet were to be
heard elumping up the hasement steps;
and surmising that

gulien arehitect’s sehome—a lurege and
wollllehted apartment overlooking the
&l roat Heve, pausing beneath the
thandelior, he looked about him for a
moment, determining  that, ns
where, all things were In order
Erny with dust,

Finding the atmaosphers heay  stale,
ind oppressive, Maltland moved aver
to the windows nnd threw them opsn,

vide.
but

A opash of warme ale, humdd and rodo
lent of the sireola invaded the room,
together with the voar of 1eatlie from
its near by arterles Maltland rested
elbows on the s and teaned o, st

mg abdently into the night for by
now it woas quite das Without eons
cern, he roallzed thar e woold be late
at dinver.  No matter; he would as
Willingly milss it altogethor,  For the
thine beine he was nbaorbed I8 vain
specniations abont an anknown wolies
an whove sele elnlty upon his consid

eriation Iny In o cortaln hut tmmaterial

glnmony of myetery Had she, or il
shies not, beelt In the honan?  And, If
the true apewer werss In the aflirm-
v too what emd, upon what ereand?
11is ove Toenaed Insensibly wpon n
voitl of dovkness beneath hm—nleht
made vigihle by stroot nps: and he
found himsod?t suddenly  and aeuately

ensible of the wondey and mystery of
the ity the whowe secret Mfe
rin fluent upon the hot, hovd pave
ments whose volee thrabbed
vieane, stvident, Innrtlenlate
upen the night alr; the Clty of which
he was o part equally with the ghl in

City

helow,
LT IRTT

gray, whom he had never before seen,
and In all Hkelibood was nover
see aunin, though the two of them

wore to work ont thelr destinles within
the bounds of Manhattan Island, And
vl

“It wonld be strange,” said Maitland

thoushifully, *If S He shook
hin head, smiling,  “Two shall bo
bovn," ™ guoted Mad  Mabtland, sentf

mentally—

Two shall be born the whole wide
world apart—"""

A piano organ, hinving malicionsly
sneidked up beneath his window, drove
him indoors with & erash of moetallié
melody,

As he dropped the enrtalns his eye
was arrested by a gleam of white npon
Wig desk—a letter placed there, doubt-
less, by O'Hagan in Maltland's ab.
At the same time, a splushing
and gurgling of water from the direc-

aence,

tion of thoe bathroom Informed him
that the janitor-valet was even then
preparing his bath.  But that could
wait.

Maitland took up the envelope and
tore the flap, remarking the name anid
address of his lawyer In its upper left-
hand corner.  Unfolding the inclosure,
he read a date a4 week old, and two
lines requesting him to communicate
with his legal adviser upon “a matter
of pressing moment.”

“NDother!” sald Maltland.
dickens—"

He pulled up short, eyes lighting.
“That's 80, you know,"” he argned
“Danncrman will be delighted, and—-

“Whnt the

the janitor was | and even business Is better than rush.

coming to light the hall, the young | ing round town and pretending to en-

man walted, leaning over the balus-
ters. Hia guess proving correct, he
called down:

“O'Hagan? Is that you?"
"Th' sailnts presarve us!
versilf gave me th'
Maltland, sor!" O'Hagan paused in
the gloom below, his upturued face
quaintly illuminated by the flame of a

wax tnper in his gaslighter.

“I'm dining in town to-night, O'Ha-
gan, and dropped around to dress. Is
anyhbody else at home?"

“Nivver a wan, sor. Shure, th' house
do be quiet’'s anny tomb—"

“Then who was that lady, O'Hagan 7"

"Leddy, sor?"—in unbounded amaze-
ment,

“Yes," lmpatiently, “A young wom-
an left the house just as I was com-
ing In. Who was she?”

“Shure an' 1 think ye must be
dr'amin’, sor. Divvleysa female—ray-
gpletg to ye!“<has been In this house
for manny an’ manny th' wake, sor."

“But, 1 tell you—"

“Hellke ‘twas somewan jist sthepped
into the vesthibule, mebbe to tie her
shoe, sor, and ye thought—*

“Oh, very well” Maitland relin.
quished the inquisition as unprofitable,
willing te concede O'Hagan's theory a
reasonable one, the more readily since
he himself could by no means have
sworn that the woman had actually
come out through the door. Snch had
merely been his impression, honest
enough, but founded on elreumstan-
tinl evidence,

“When you're through, O'Hagan,” he
told the Irlshman, “yvou may come and
shave me and lay out my things, if

But 'twas
sthart, Misther

you will”
"Very good, gor, In wan minute.”
But O'Hagan’'s econception of the |

passage of time was a thought vague:
his one minute had lengthened into
ten Lefore he appeared to walt upon
his employer.

Now and agaln, In the absence of
the regular “man,” O'Hagan would at-
tend one ur another of the tenants in
the eapacity of substitute valet; as in
the present instance, when Maitiand,
having left his host's roof without
troubling even to notify his body-sery-
ent that he would not return that
night, called upon the janitor to under-
the more trained emplove;
which O'Hagun could be counted uion
to do very acceptably

Now, with patience unrufled, since
he was nothing keen for the evening's
enjoyment, Maltland made profit of
the interval to wander through his
roums, Hghting the gas here and

Joy yourself when it's hotter than the
seven brass hinges of hell and you
can't think of anything else. . . .
'l do et

He stepped qulckly to the corner of
the room, where gtood the telephone
upon a small slde table, sat down, and,
recelver to ear, gave centrnl 4 num-
ber. In another moment he was in
communication with his attorney’s roes-
Idence,

“Is Mr. Bannerman In?
to—"

“Why,
you do?"

“You're looking 100 per cent. bet
ter—"

“Bad, mad word! Naughty!-—"

“Maitland, of course.”

“Heen out of town and just got yvour
note."”

“Your beastly penchapt for econ-
omy. It's not stamped; 1 presume you
sent It round by hand of the fulure
president of the United States whom

1 would like

Mr. Bannerman! How do

You now employ as ofllice boy, And
O'Hagan didn’t forward it for that
reason,"

“Important, eh? I'm only in for the
night—"

“Then come and dine with me at the
Primordlal. Il put the others off.”

“Good enough. In an hour, then?
Good-by."

Hanging up the receivar, Maitland
walted a few moments ere agaln put-
ting it to his ear. This time he ealled
up Sherry's, asked for the head waiter,
and requested that person to be kind
enough to make his excuses to “Mr.
Cressy and party;"” he, Maltland, was
detained upon & matter of moment,
but would endeavor to joln them at a
later hour.

Then, with a satlsfled smile, he
turned awny, with purpose to dispose
of DBannerman’s note.

“Hath's ready, sor.”

O'Hagan's announcement
heed!oss enrs.

fell upon
Maitland remalined mo-

tlonless hefore the desk—transfixoed
with amazement,
“Bath's ready, sor! —imperatively,

Maltlund roused slightly,

*Very well; in a minute, O'Hagan”

Yet for some tlme he did not move,
Slowly the heavy brows contracted
over Inlent eyes as he strove to puz-
zle. It out, AL length his lips moved
naiselessly,

“"Am | awake?' was the question he
put hils consclonsness,

Wondering, he bent forward and
drew the tip of one foreflnger across
the black polished wood of the writing

there and noting that all was as It
should ba, as (t had been left—save |
that every article of furniture :mll|
hrica-hrae seemod to be sadly In want
of a thorough dosting, In the end he
hrought up in the room that served !
him as study ana lounge—the rh'.u.siu;.-.‘
yogm of the lial, s planned W the for-

bed, It left a dark, heavy lioe. And
bheside, clearly deflned In the henvy
luyer of dust, was the sithouette of o
hand: s woman’s haad, small, delleatn
unmistakably fominipne of cuntour

“Wall'™ declared Malthwd, fGrankly
1 am dgmned!”

(T BE CONTINUERD.)

DOCTOR
ADVISED
OPERATION

CuredbyLydiaE.Pinkham's
Vegetable Compound

Paw Paw, Mich,—"1T suffered terri.
- bly from female ills,
fnclading  inflam-
mation and conges-
tion, for several
4 years, My doctor
sald there was no
hope for me but an
operation. 1 began
taking Lydia k.

I can now say I am
a well woman.”
EMMA DRAPER.

Another Operation Avoided,

Chicago, 1L —*"1 want women to
know what that wonderful medicine,
Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Com.
I\mmd. has done for me. Two of the
wit doctors in Chicago safld I would
die if I did not have an operation, and

1 never thought of sceing a well day |

again, I hadasmall tumor and femalo
troubles so that I suflered day and
night. A friend recommended Lydia
E. Pinkham's Vegetable Compound,
and it made me a well woman."”—Mrs,
ALVENA SBPERLING,
Chicago, 111
Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable Com.
und, made from roots and herbs
as proved to be the most successful
remedy for curlng the worst forms of
female ills, including displacements,
inflammation, fibroid tumors, irregu-
larities, periodic pains, backache, bear-
ing-down feeling, flatulency, indiges-
tion, and nervous prostration. Itcosts
but a trifle to try it, and the result
has been worth ons to many
suffering women.

F\T

If you suffer from Fiis, Falling Bleknoess,

Bpasms ar have ehilldron or friends that do so,

mwy New Discovery will velieve them,nnd nll yon

are asked o do is send for o FREE Dottle of
Dr. May's Epilepticide Cure.,

It has cured thousands whees every thing else
falled. Hent free with divections.  Expreas
Prepaid.
oratory, under the Natlonal Food and Drogs
Acty Juue Bith, 1w, Guaranty No.o 1867,
Please give AGE and full nddress,

DR. W. H. MAY.
B48 Pearl Street, New York City.

SICK HEADAGHE

Positively cured by
these Little Pills.

They also relleve Dise
tress from Dyspepain, In-
digestion and Too Hearty
Enting. A perfect rems
edy for Dizziness, Naus
wen, Drowsiness, Bad
Taste ln the Mouth, Conts
ed Tongue, Paln In the
Bide, TORPID LIVER.
They regulate the Bowels. Purely Vegetable

SMALL PILL, SMALL DOSE. SMALL PRICE,

GAR"'I"EBS ?32."&?&.’3'3?&.53?:
IVER

PILLS. W

REFUSE SUBSTITUTES.

CARTERS

VE
ILLS.

Interesting Facts

The only eflective and reliable
remedy known for Gout, Dyspep-
sia, Jaundice, Kidney and Blad-
der troubles, Constipation, Head-
ache, Biliousness and all disor-
der of the bowels is

DR.D.JAYNE'S
SANATIVE PILLS

For several generations they have
been a household necessity for reliev-
ing and curing complaints of this kind.
They are safe and sure i every in-
stance, As a laxative, purgative and
cathartic they are unexcelled,

Sold by druggists everywhere in
25¢ and 10c boxes

DON’T "o, Qoo o,

T P R :
{22 OAK BRAND g

just as cheap. Made in Omahs, made with
greatest care, made of best quality materials.
Bold by leading dealers everywhiere.

If these goods are mot carrled by your
dealer, write

Byme & Hammer Dry Goods
Go., Manufacturers, Omaha

Sl .t SARSOM,,

S AT

misceriancors ELECTROTYPES
e A T A

B raris; Thompson's Eye Water

"W. N. U, LINCOLN, NO. 18-1909.

> YWI1ZARD OIL

Pinkham's Vegeta- |
ble Compound, and

11 Langdon 8t., |

Guarvanteed by May Medioal Labe |

of Whaat

_32'0 Acr;s vand
INWESTERN CANADA

WILL MAKE YOU RICH

Fifty bushels per
ncre have been
Erown, Generml
averagegreaterthan
in any other part.of
the continent, Under
| b— new regulations i le
| possible to secare n homentead of 160 acres
free, and additional 160 ucres at $3 per acre.

"The devel wment of the conntry has made
| marvelous strides. It e o revelation, & ree-
ord of conguent hy settlement that lsremarhe
ahle.”— Liirac t Pom cossespondence of 4 National
Edttor, who visihed Canada in Atngust tast,

The grain crop of 1908 will net many
farmers $20.00 to §25.00 per acre, Gralns
' ralsing, mixed farming sand dairying are
the principal industries. Climute is excels
lent; wocial conditfons the besy; railway ad-

| vantages unequalled; schools, churches and
| markets close at hand. Land may also be
purchased from rallway and land companies.

For "Lust Best Weat" pamphiets, miaps and

Information us to how 1o secure lowest rail-

way rates, npply to Superintendent of Tmmi«
ration, Ottawn, Canndn, or the wuthorlzed
anadian Government Agent

' W. V. BENKETT,
| 901 New York Lile Ballding,

Omaba, Nebraska,

‘ - . - - 1} “._..
|Wanted At Once—A Man
To Make $100 Per Month Above Expenses
| lllﬂo .E' ﬁ"‘,.n u"‘ﬁ'“'*"h:'t ING HIG

tawlelgh's:
| pnl!vln«‘ Krimets, Sploes, Boaps, Porfoime
whint Articios, Stock and Pouliry Prepamstion
Polishew, ete, y Cumpany s one of the in
Iw]-mnulnd manufacinrersin the 1, !
Il and surplug One Milllon Dollaes, erE

lmu]nrtn. wll gaarapteed. Factories have over
lireo acros Aoor I:Jl('l.!.

| L NOW WANT .ot s e

Kanma to take ‘ull charge of all deliverios o
furmors and others from ? mmfnn similar o

nlnu. want to hoar m r!rlr 0O =
ul, hooest, Industrious moen who will besatl sfiod
Lo make not less t

1" 'sioop fl‘Snm Clear Profit

ahove axponses, If you are well acquaintad in
yuurlocallty and nr fill the positon, write ad
oneo for ful rilenlnrs,

enundorfl orover b years of age need
write, Togetthin position u man must be ab
o fumlullfnra horses to eand the urfua
Wisd good business men na refarences,

caunot meat Lheso requirements do not write,
Ieru an meet them, wrile qslthll. he
position puys big, in h bio and por |

J. W, McCOY, Gen. Agt.,

Eliminates All
Uncertainty

in the purchase of
int materials,
t iz an loh:nluil
arantoe
ﬁ.; and qu.nm;:
For your own
=48 protection, nee
that it is on the side of
mr{:egdwﬂhkﬂd

i) i e,
SOUTH DAKOTA

CROP PAYMENTS or 10 YEARS TIME

| Will grect bulldings on any farm on same
| eany terms, Price 120 to per acre. Wor
lists, maps, eto., address

ALEX. H. RAIT. 15th and O Sta, Lineoln, Neh
=2 et
| THE GILLETTE BAFETY RAZOR
Used by More Than Two Million Men
NO STROPPING NO HONING

KNOWN THE

WORLD OVER

JOHN DEERE !sytases

are the.... Bﬂﬂ

Insint on inving them. Ask your loeal dealer,

or JOHN DEERE, Omaha-8c0 Falle

WHAT’S
Your Health Worth?

You start sickness by mistreating nature
and it generally shows first in the bowels
and liver, A 10c box (week's treatment)
of CASCARETS will help nature help
you. They will do more—using them
regularly as you need them-—than any
| medicine on Harth, Get a box today;

l take a CASCARET tomight. Better
f the morning. It's the result that makes
millions take them, 881

CASCARETS 1oe a box for a week's
treatment, !l druggiss. Biggest seller
in the world, Hl‘mun boxes a month,

Gtz

| ==—=NOTHING LIKE IT FOR—
THE TEETH [t
' in cleansing, whitening a

removing tartar from the testh, besdes destioying
o porms of Gocay and ciaaes which etdiuery
:bul.tpwpunimlum do.

[ 1 Ilud ]l-

THE MOUTH "ot p o
snd throat, puribies the breath, and kills the
which collect in the mouth, causing sore

: bad teeth, breath, grippe, and much sickness.

THE “Es when inflamed, tired, ache
and bum, may be instantly
relieved and strengthened by Paxtine.
Paxtine will destroy the
| CATARRH fuine il ey e prme
flammation and stop the discharge. It is & swo
temedy lor uterine catarrh.
| Pastine is a harmless yet powerful
(i ey
mn it
 leaves the body antiseptically clean. §

FORBALE ATDRUG STORES BOc. [-i)- {

OR POBTPAID BY MAIL.
| THE PAXTON TOILET CO.. BOSTON. MASS.

'LARGE SAMPLE FREE!
GREAT

FOR

THE OIL THAT PENETRATES

PAIN




