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The Iron Pot—Still a Mystery

By a Former Secret Service Man
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HERE are few mysteries
which are never cleared
up,” commenced Capt.
Dickson, as he sat bhe-
fore the cheerful wood fire
of his cozy study one
night last winter, *“al
though some of them slum.
ber for years among the
things forgotten, until the
denouement |Is accident-
ally developed by some
person who, perhaps, never
heard of the original matier. Such
was the case which I have come to
remember as that of ‘The Iron Pot.
It was a vessel of this humble charac-
ter that finally cleared up a great mys-
tery and brought the gullty to justice.

“A BL Louis gang had their plant
in a cleverly constructed cave in a
euburban district. It was an artificial
cave, dug back in the face of a clay
and gravel bluff. The entrance was
through the shanty of a poor Irish
family, a circumstance that dizerted
suspicion from it and one to which is
partly due the long Immunity the
gang enjoyed.

“There was no scrap of metal, no
colns, chemicals, or other thing used
in the art. Only the machine and a
few wrenches and slmilar tools. The
gang had skipped out. The Irishman
was half-witted, and his wife was too
clever to be caught in the traps we
lald for her. We bhad made a water-
haul, except for the machine, which
was destroyed. The cave was fllled
up, Acting under orders from Wash-
ington we maintained secrecy about
the entire matter and nothing of it
got Into the newspapers.

“I found one thing in the shanty
which might or might not offer a clew
to the counterfeiters. It was an empty
envelope bearing the postmark of an
obscure rallroad statlon in the sunk-
land district of northeastern Arkansas-
I had long ago learned that it is the
seemingly Inslgnificant things that
lead to the discovery of criminals, and
while this envelope might mean noth-
ing, on the other hand, it might be of
the gravest importance. It had been
found benesath the sheet of metal on
which the cook stove stood, tha tip of
one corner, digcolored and grimy, at-
tracting my attention. 1 had secured
it and pocketed it without attracting
attention,

“If the gang had never existed it
could not have disappeared more effec-
tually. We were face to face with a
blank wall. This made us the more
anxious to capture the counterfeiters,
As uothing better offered, the chiefl
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suggested that 1 follow up the clew of
the empty envelope.

“With as cumbersome and complete
an outflt as every cily sportsman
carries Into the woods with him, 1 left
the train one day at the wayside sta-
tion which bore the name of the post-
mark. Securing a gulde and cook, In
the person of a lanky native, I had my
truck hauled out to the St. Francis
river, only two mlles distant, where I
pitched camp and made preparations
for an indefinite stay.

"By making Inquiry of my visitors, 1
learned that about five miles down the
river were camped, in a snug cabin
built by themselves, three gentlemen
from parts unknown. They maintained
the place as a sort of club and had
spent the spring season there. They
left about March and were gone until
October, when they returned one night
and agaln took possession of their
cabin. Our rald on the cave had been
made on the 15th of October, and this
caused me to think that perbaps the
emply envelope was making good.

“As the three gentlemen did not
delgn to visit my camp, I declded to
make a call upon them.

"I started out in a folding canvas
canoe, late in the afternoon, and ar
rived in the vicinity of thelr camp just
at unlghtfall. With a sharp cypress
tree, alded by a jagged cul from my
hunting knife, I succeeded in punching
a bad hole in the bottom of the canoe,
and with the boat rapidly filling with
waler, I landed just after sunset at the
very door of their cabin, The three
men were at home and they welcomed
me with the open hospltality of camp-
ers, Inslsting that I spend the night
with them. This was just what I had
been playing for,

“It wns easy to se¢ thaut the men
were crooks. There I8 always some-
thing to disclose the counterfeiter, if
the observer {s only sufliciently versed
In theilr ways and mannerisms to ree-
ognize the telltale gigns, I was pretty
sure, before the evening was over,
that these were the men who had done
the job in 8t. Louls,

“Nothing about the cabin was the
least bit susplclous. A large iron pot
bubbled invitingly over the open fire,
the fragrant odor of bolling meat Is-
sulng from under its lid when the
steam pushed It up on one side. A
steaming haunch of vension, cooking
with some vegelnbles and dumplings,
was produced from the pot for our
supper, which was served soon after
my arrival. In the center of the room
was a big table, crudely constructed of
heavy oak timbers. The cabln was wall

Ex-Operative Tells of Cleverest of Counterfeiting Plots
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lighted, the lamps being of expensive
character and great brilliancy. Guns
and fishing tackle and hunting tog:
gery of every kind gave the cabin the
atmosphere of a sportsman’s club,

“The men talked freely of everything
but themegelves. They spoke of many
cities, but never of thelr homes. They
told me they were college chums who
had always made it a custom to spend
a few months together each fall in the
woods. They were clever men and
readily passed for the lawyer, the doe-
tor and the merchant, the characters
they respectively pretended to be. The
one to whom the other two deferred In
everything was a large, powerful man
with clean-shaven face and a faw like
a bulldog. His face was too shrewd to
be pleasant, He watched me furtively,
i sinister, amused smile playing about
the corners of his mobile mouth. That
gmile spoke volumes. It made me lie
awake all night. It seemed to say that
he knew my real chargeter, and there-
fore 1 thought it best to keep on the
walch. The man seemed capable of
offering me personal violence. Bul
the night passed away without inci
dent, - After breakfast, I repaired the
leak in my canoe and paddled slowly
up-stream, trylng to figure out where
[ had seen the blg man with the square
jaw before.

“While 1 was smoking a last clgar
before retiring that evening, It came
to me where | had seen him. It was
on a #wreet car In St. Louls, on one oc-
caslon when |1 was shadowing the
shanty at the cave. He had been on
the same car and had kept his seat
when I alights 1 near the hut. He had
looked at me then as if he wanted to
know me the next time he saw me, 1
was assured that he was one of the
counterfeiters, and made up my mind
to arrest the three of them the first
thing next morning.

“Here I learned a lesson in proeras-
tination. While I hastily gobbled down
my breakfast the next day, a trapper,
who camped near by and who had gone
to the village the night before for sup-
plies, happened along and told me a
most disconcerting bit of news. The
three men had taken Fronch leave,
They had caught a through freight
about midnight, taking little or no
baggage with them. I hastened to the
village, and although I worked the
slngle telegraph wire to its utmost
capacity, the three men succeeded in
making thelr escape.

“Sending a full cipher report to
Washington, I repaired to the cabin In
the swamps and made a careful search
of it. Everything within was In the

Captain Dickson Relates [

Tale—He Tells of En- [f |
countering Desperado |
Gang and the Ultimate |
Consequences—Man with
Bulldog Jaw and His Dar-
ing Escape irom the Grip
of the Law. 9 9 2 2

(R WTATE T
Ereatost confslon Clothing and
shells, sung and fishingtack!ls  were
strewn about the floor, evidenclng a
precipitite deporture, I was tantallzs
Ing to again nllow the eriminals to o8
cape, 1 fell deeply ehagrined, and re- |
solved never agoin to put off o matter |
of this kini. The men had forestalled |
me by only o fow hours, for 1 had In |
tended arvestiog them thal morning
and thore had been nothing in thelr |
conduet durvlog my visit o thely enhin
to Indlente that they thousht of flight. |
“In one corner of the cabln, heneath
the very bunk on which 1 had slept, |
there was an excavation three feot
gquare and as many deep, The cover

was down and dirt was strewn over It
which gave i{ the same appearance as
the dirt floor of the house. 1 discov- |
ered it by a hollow hound when I
tapped over the spat. It was empty.
“1 noticed the absence of the pul}
which had supplied my supper, but 1L|
waus rather a subeconsclous notice of it.
The fact veally made no appreclable
fmpression on me at the time, nor did
It, in fuel, until more than o year had
passed. It . was then recalled by a
newspaper digspateh under date of the

1 small village.

“Some of the hovua in the village had
appropriated the eabin as a =ort of
clubhouse, after the three men had
fled.  They would spend Saturdays
there, fishing and swimming and hunt-
ing., hmmedictely in front of the eabin
was a steep bank, and the river wi-
dened out inlo a broad, deep pool
which afforded good fishing and swim-
ming. The boyvs would throw white
pebbles into this hole and dive for
them from the bank. One of them
had struck his head against gomething
hard at the bottom of the river and
had been pulled up a eorpse, hig skull
baving been fractured by the Impact
of the hlow,

“The others Investigated and found
a lurge fron pot half buried in the soft
mud. Its cover was senled down and
its welght had been so great the bhoys
couldn’t lift it from its oozy bed, The
dispatch stated that the pot was to be
raised and its contents examined,

“I was In Liltle Rock when I read
this dispatch and, without walting for
Instructions from  headguarters, |
boarded the first traln and set out for
the village. 1 was in a state of fever-
ish excitement, fearing 1 would arrive
there after the pot had been secured.
I wanted Lo be the first to view its con-
tents, 1T felt gure I knew what was
in it, .
“After a Journey that seemed inter
minable I arrived at the village and
inquired about the pot. My fears had
been groundless. With the Indifference
80 characteriatic in country people the
villugers had forgotten, after the
funeral of the unfortunate young man,
the Ipcident of the pot. While there
had been some talk of vruising it, no
one had taken the lead, and there the
matter had rested.

“Becuring a team of mules and some
strong ropes and chains, 1 drove out to
the cabin. By dint of much diviag 1
suceeeded in fastening, the chains
about the pot and had my assistaant
drag it out upon the bank. It was the
vesgel which had hung over the fire
when I had visited the countoerfeiters
In their lalr. Then [ remembered its
absence, when 1 had searched the hut
after thelr departure, It was sealed
with parafin and sealing wax, and notl
a drop of water had passed the 1id.

“l contained a complete set of en
gravers' tools, several botiles of power-
ful acids, glass stopped and sealed, a
number of bars of eilver, some three
hundred odd counterfeit silver dollars,
and the dies with which they had been
stamped out. The dies were thickly
conted with wax and were as bright
and fresh as when they beat out the
false colus in the secret cave,

“After swearing my assistant to
secrecy, 1 returned to headquarters
with my booty.

“Not many weeks laler two of the
men were captured. I had given the
depariment a minute description of
them, mfter their unceremonious de-
parture, and its vast machinery had
been set In motion for thelr apprehen-
slon, It I8 a maxim of the service
that a man once a counterfeiter is al-
ways a counterfeiter, This rule held
good with reference to two of the
men, at least, for they were ecaptured
and convicted of another job, The In-
cidents I have just related were not
Introduced in evidence against them
and consequently escaped the press.
The man with the bulldog jaw escaped
completely at that time, but I met with
him, years after, undey circumstiances
neither of us will forget so long as
we live."
tCopyright, 138, by W, G. Chapman.)

(Copyright in Great Britain.)
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Maglatrato (o wilness)-<And where
were you when this assault occurred?

Witness—Just across the street,
your honor,

Magistrate—Then why didn't you go
to the plaintiff's nssistancy when you
saw him nttacked?

Witness—Falix, 1 wasn't suro then
that he wouldn't be the defendant,
Your honor,

Beware of QOintments for Catarrh
that Contain Mercury,

an mercury witl marcly destroy the sctse of smell
and compietely  dermoce the whoie system when
enfering 1L throuah e mouevies st Huch
wrticles shoadd wever e sl exerpl om  prescrip-
T frodn By patable physioisan, as the damane they
WL diy I ten Tokd to i good you fan puessibly s
rive from them, Halls Catarrh Cure, manufact 1
by I, J Cheney & Co, Tolde, 00, cotitalis Bo (e
cury. and 8 taken Inteonaliy, actihg directly upon
Tl Dlood mivd miiceis parfacn of Bie system, In
| Buymar Hall'm Uatanh Cure be sire you gt the
grniine, 10 s taken tematy and ade I Toledo
Ohes, by 17 0, Cheiey & Co, et i ila froe,
Boald by Prreeiste, row, 770, per hiitle

Foke Hall's Family Pilin for eoust o tioun

The Land of Enpgland,

Twelve thousand seven hundred and
ninety-one persons own fourfifiths of
the =il of Engiand,
property, exclugive of thnt within 1he
metfopolitan boundarles, Lelng 10,150,
770 neres,  In point of fpet, the nem
ber of owners of four-fifths of the Eng
lish land I8 nearer 6,000 than 12,000
Of these 500 are noblemen, and four
or five of these swallow up thoe rest.
--New York American,
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The extraordinary popularity of fing
white goods this summer makes the
cholee of Starch a matter of great Im-

| portanee, Deflance Starch, belng free

from all injurious chemicnls, (8 the
only one which Is safe to use on fine
fabries. Ite great strengih as a stiffens
er mikes half the vsual gquantity of
Starch necessary, with the result of
perfect finlsh, equal to that when the
goods were new,

Disilluslon.
Little Johnnle had just learned the
heartbreaking fact that

the world had collapsed about his ears

“I d-don’t belleve n-nothin at all,” he i
hu-=helieve’

sobbed.  “1 d—d—don't
there's any George Washington neith.
ert”™

Rain or Shine.

Small Wallace accepted an invita
tion to a party, as follows: -

“Dear Loulse—I will come to your
party If it don't rain” (then thinking
that he might have to stay home in
that case)—"and if it does,"—The De-
iinecator.

.That an article may be good as well
ng cheap, and give entire satisfaction,
Is proven by the extraordinary sale of
Defiance Starch, each package con-
taining onethird more Starch than
can be had of any other brand for the
same money,

A Perfect Gentleman,
Codling—Why dld you speak to that
howwlid tramp, dear boy?
Softy—Why shouldn’t I, old chap
ple? He isn't in twade, and he doesn’t
work faw a living.—Penny Plctorial,

ONLY ONE “BROMO QUININE"
That Is LAXATIVE BROMO QUININK,
the signature of B W, GROV Uped
byer to Gire & Cold In Une Day, ¥e

Look £
l.b: ."U'\'or?;

It {8 better to begin late doing our
duty Ahan never.—Dionvslus.

Lewis’ Bingle Binder Cigar has n rich
taste. .Yo:::‘]dul;r or lewd Factory,
Peoria, 1l

He lsn't much of a ba-l_:; who eats
all the bread he kneads.

there wasn't |
a “really” Santa Claus, and he felt that [

A flavoring that is used the ramo as lemon or

vanilla, nlllj dissolving sranvlated sogar ln we-
4, in

Is sold by grocers, Send ae st for sam

aid reciva book. Greseent Mip. Bocr Samtiee

SIGK HEADAGHE
i <
- R
|
Iress from Diyspepain, [ne
-tigl-utlnunrut'l'-mﬂrrﬂ’
Enting. A perfoot rems
ody for IHezlnens, Naus
son,  Drowsluesn, Rad
Tastelnthe Maoh, Conte
They regulate the Powels. Purely Vegetable
SMALLPILL, SMALL DOSE, SMALL PRICE,
Genuine Must Bear
Fac-Simile Signature
REFUSE SUBSTITUTES.
Another 60,000 get=
tlers hom e United
States, N w  dis=
tricta opened for set=
tlement, 320 acres
ofland to ench sets

CARTERS| ese Lo e
«d Tongne, Pain in the
Western Ganada
tler,~< 100 free

They alio relleve Dise
IylEE
!’ I.I.g.
Mide, TOUMID LIVER
MORE BIG CROPS IN 1908
homestead nnd 160 ut §3.00 per acre.

"A vant fleh conntry and a ¢ nutented proge
¥ peroun peaple.” - Latvacg fram oo buig dide mee
oFa A tal & r. mbone it to Vevierm

Canada, inm Augnal, FooN, usts am (815 few,

Many have paid the entire cost o thelr

“frma and bhad a balance of from §£10.60 to
§20.00 per ncre ng a result of one crop,

Spiing wheat, winter wheat, cats, barley,

flax and peas are the principal crope, while
the wild gruvses bring to peifection the

best caitle that Lave ever been sold on
the Chicapro market,

8Splendid climute, schools and churches

In all localitics, Railways touch most of

the mettled dintriets, and prices for produce

| are always good.  Lands may also be pur-
| chased from rallway and land companies.

For Famphlel-. mapa and Information re
garding low ruilway eales, npply to Superin.
tendent of Imimigratjon, Ottawn, Cnnada, or
the nuthorized Canndlan Governntent Agents

W. V. BENNETT,
801 New York Lilo Bulldlng,

rkGROOMING COUNTS

make a Falr Skin or o

But llnnnai Ay

Womon with good
complexions oonnot
bo homely. Creams,
lotions, wnshes and
powders connot mako
~ o falr skin, Every

horseman knows that
the satin cont of his
thoroughbred comaean
from the animal's
“all-right" coudition.

Jaot the horsa got
off his feed” and his
econt turnadull. Cure
rylng, brushing and rabbing will give
lilm & ¢lean cout, but cannot produce
the coveted smoothnoss and gloss of
the horse's skin, which is his come
plexion. The ladies will see the point,

Lane’s Family
Medicine

Isthe best preparation for lndies who
desire a gentlo laxative medicino thad
will give the body perfect cleanliness
internally and™ the wholesomeneas
that uuln- such ekins as painters
love to copy. At druggists', 25e,

P s S——

“3 Stroke Self Feed Hay Press”
. Two

catalog No.Th

Y PRESS CO.
Kaxnas City, Mo.

DR. McINTONII colobrated

NATURAL UTERINE
SUPPORTER
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THE AUTO-FEDAN HA
1521 W, 13th Bireet,

ter and & Mauloine, a delicious syrup s

mude and a syrup better than maple, Mapleine

Let Me Send You a Package of
Defiance Starch

with your next order of groceries and I will guarantee
that you will be better satisfied
with it than with any starch you
have ever used,

I claim that it has no superior

for hot or cold starching, and

It Will
Not

Stick
to the
Iron

No cheap premiums are given
with DEFIANCE STANRCH,
but YOU GET ONE-THIRD MORE
FOR YOUR MOXEY than of sny
other brand.

DEFIANCE BTARCH costs
10¢ for & 16-02, package, and I
will refund your money if i
sticks to the iron,

Truly yours,
Hoxesy Jonx,
The G

Omaha, Nebrashe,
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