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Lord Wilfred Vincent and  Aveliihatd

Terhune are Introduced ot the opening of
the story, in England, the latter relating
the tnle, The pair on an outing mins
thelr train Al secking
“the Honorable Agnthn WyekhofY Her
hand Is much sought wafter, because of
hor wealth., On  visitiog the Wyckhof
castle they aroe Introduced to Iwo other
girls, both known as Agntha Wyeekhoff

CHAPTER Il.—Continued.

The meal was well cooked and bepu
tifully served, and by the time the
salad course arrived Vincent and | had
lost much of our eoustraint and selfs
congclousness and were talking and
laughlpg with the best of them. The
levity and freedom from the conven.
tionallties usually observed at a din-
ner party, in which those givls
dulged, was a bit shocking to me, al-
though it did not geem to disconcert
Vincent in the least.

After dinner owr adventure de
veloped its most astonishing feature,
At the close of the meal the hu]!n-s

arose, and we were invited to remain
aud smoke some exceptionally fine
cigars, but before she left the room |

the gecretary came over to us and in a
low tone told us that, when we had
finished our smoke, Myrs. Armistemd de-
sired that we should join her in the
library to discuss buslness. 8he—the

secretary—would come for us, as woe
would not know the way.
We were amazed. Basiness? What

business could we possibly have with
Mrs., Armistead? However, we told
the secretary that we wounld be happy
to join her mistress in the libvary in
about 20 minutes, although, as 1 said,
we hadn't the wildest iden what we
could possibly have to discuss with
her,

When the secretary withdrew Vin-
eent burst Into a flood of exelted eon-
Jecture. “Are we in a girls' boarding
school, or a lunatic asylum, or what?"
he demanded. 1 don't know what to
make of it. If it's an asylum then I'm
distinetly for lJunaties! They're the
most attractive lot I've ever secn, bhut
it they're all slsters why didn't Papa
and Mamma Wyckhoff find different
names for 'em? B8Six Agathas, and all
‘the honorable' at that! It's absurd!
But it doesn't seem to bother them;
they call each other 'Ag,’ and 'Aggle,
and ‘Agatha’ just as if it were Rose,
or Gwen, or Maud! What do you sup-
pose it all means? My head's in a
whirl!"

“My dear fellow,” 1 sald, “I have a
presentiment that we shall find out
what it all means when we join Mrs.
Armistead in the library.” And we
did. As I have sald, my intultions sel-
dom fail me,

The lbrary was a little room at
some distance from the dining hall. It
was beautifully furnished, like the rest
of the house, and a big fireplaee took
up one side of the room. Before it
was a massive armechair, worn and
old, as if the barons of Wyckhoff for
ages back had sat In it. On the large
table were some legallooking papers,
and as we entered Mrs. Armistead
arosge and placed her hand upon them,
The gecretary cloged the door and took
up her position beside her mistress,
while we stood belore them, (1l at
ease and expecting we knew not what,

“Gentlemen,” began Mrs. Armistead
with great gravity, “I am right, am I
not, In presuming that yon are candi-
dates for the hand of the Honorable
Agitha Wyekhoft 7"

Yes, that's just what she sald: “Can-
didates for the hand of the Honorable
Agatha Wyckhoff." It took my breath
away, and before I had time to speak
and set her right 1 heard Vincent calm-
ly assuring her that we were candi-
dates! As he had thus rashly com-
mitted himself 1 couldn't go back on
him, so I let him make all the other
answers that were nocessary.

“Then you wish to hear the will?”
contlnued Mrs. Armistead, and Vineent
assented,

“Read the will,” sald Mrs. Armistead
fo the secrelary, and the young lady in
gray picked up one of the legal looking
papers.

“This s to certify,” she began, and
read to the finish, while I held my
breath, for, when I had heard the
whole of that extraordinary document,
I was fllled with amazemont and curi-
osity, not unmixed with a certaln ex-
citement. In brief, the provisions of
this remarkable will ran thus;

Fleteher Boyd, stepfather of the
Honorable Agatha Wyckhoff, had left
her his entire fortune of about $20,000,.
000, provided that she obey the condi-
tops of his will, Should she dlsregard

rverention meet |

in- |

them the whole sum was to go to the

endowment of & Preshyterlan  hos- |

pital at New Bedford, Maeg2, his native |
town.

The will then went on (o say that, |

wishing to proteet the girl, who was not ‘

|

|

|

velt 21 years of age, from fortune-hun-

1

]ll'lF. her stepfather  desired her, at
the completion of her education, 1o 8e-
eure not less than three, nor mors

|
than =ix, girls from 18 to 23 years of

E age, ench bearing the name of Agatha,
who wonld be willing to Hve with the
|.'lunnruhl- Agatha at her castle in
Shropghire near Wye, England, for
two yenrs; In return for which they
were each to vecelve o generois

| monthly  stipend, enjoy  luxurious
lodginegs and vich fare, and o live a
‘ Ife of idleness, with ample entertain.
ment,

It was furthey directed that, before
the givls left for England, some Eng
lish lady of vank or position be se-
cured to dwell at Castle Wycekhoff in
the eapacity of chaperon, in conslder-
utlon of n handsome salary, this lady
to be, preferably, Mre, Armistend, sls-
ter of the real Honorable Agatha's
mother. For the first year after Mr.
Hoyd's denth the Honorable Agatha
was to oheerve mourning by not go-
ing to London festivities; but during
titis time she was to be permitted to
amuse hersell and friends by enter
talning at the castle any young men
of whom the chaperon might approve,
Mre. Armistend (should «she he the
chaperon  seewred)  was  likewlise
chargod to keep the castle supplied
with guests, the best young men that
England conld boast, as her large ac-
quaintance permitted her to do.  Each
vigitor in the role of saftor for the
1ltuud of the Honorable Agatha was
Clmited 1o six weeks' giay at the castle,
ng Mr. Boyd consldered that length of
tHime sufleient for him to find out
whether he loved any of the Agathas
or not and the sultor was not to mike
his declaration untll the very last
dny of the six weeks allotted him, and,
of comse, was limited to one proposal,
In the event of any of the young men
L proposing to any of the Agathas who
| was not the stepdaughter of Mr. Doyd,
the will permitted her to marry him, if
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AGATHA THIRD.

she desired, but with the distinet un-
derstanding that she was not the Hon-
orable Agatha Wyckhoff, In that case
Mre. Armistead was to secure another
Agatha, and the girl who desired to
marry was (o receive a dowry amount-
ing to the full sum of the moathly
stipends  which she would have re-
celved had she remained at the castle
for the entire two years. The same
provision for her companions was
made in the event of the real Agatha's
marriage before the expiration of the
time. If any young man proposed to
the real Agatha, Ignorant of her
identity, and she accepted him, she
was directed by the will to produce
and wear upon the third finger of her
left hand the betrothal ring of her
mother's famlly, a gold ring set with
& blg cross of emeralds, as proof of her
Identity as the real Agatha. Mrs.
Armistead and all the girls were to be
bound by oath not to reveal the identl-
ty of the reai Agatha, and each of the
latter was (o be likewise addressed as
the “Honorable Agatha Wyckhoft," by
sultors and servants, In order to pre-
serve the secret, This condition could
he carried out without fear of recogul-
tion by the servants, as the real
Agatha had not been In England since
her early childhood. Thus her {dentl-
ty could be easlly concealed, and, by
this means, I any proposal of mar-
rlage were made to her it would be
from a man whose motives were not
mercenary, but purely those of natural
affection, which was the stepfather's
objeet In making the will.

The will closed with the appoint-
dent of executors and trustees and
tl en came the witnesses, the date, and
the place of residence,

“Then we can stay In thus bully old
place for slx weeks,"” said Vincent,
“Hooray!" He's such a kid!

The secretary smiled at his enthus.
lnsm, and Vinecent must have thought
her smile very attractive, because ha
drew aside and_began to talk to her
in low tones, while 1 discussed the will
with Mrs. Armistead, who seemed per
fectly willing to lmpart whalever in:
formation we desired. It was just lke
Vincent to begin a flirtation with the
secretary, just as If there were not
glx handsome girls of his own station
in the castle. But anything feminlne
will do for him as long as she has a
aweot smlle or soulful eves, or some

“In

other equally trivial attraction. He'd

flirt with Mre. Armistead herself, 1'm
gure, I that estimable dame, begging
her pardon, wonld give him a chanee!

“1 am delighted, Mr, Terhune,” sald
Mrg. Armistead, after wo had seatoed
ounrselves in the Hbrary, “that you and
Lord Wilfred have decided to stay
with us, and 1 think It would be well
to put off our other visitors who were
o come to us for this gix weeks, 1 do
not believe In having more than two
or three young men at once, The {ime
Is 8o very short.”

“It would glve ug a better chance,
I agreed, and she (urned toward the
secretary, who was evidently In the
gsecret,

“My dear,” she sald, “as these gen,
tlemen are going to remain with us for
six weeks, 1 think it would be as well
it we put off the Percivale brothers
till the gix weeks after that. Wi you
wire them this evening fo that effect?”

“Certainly,” repiled Miss Marsh, "1
will ¢ee to it immediately, Mrs, Arm-
fatead.”

At this a thought stroes me and 1
turned to Vincent, “And you had bet-
ter wire the good people at Damer's
farm,” [ sald, “to inform them of our
change of plan.”

“Indecd youn must,” sald Mrs, Arm-
istend, "and, by the way, Mr. Terhune,
it you and Lord Vincent wish, 1 ean
provide yon with a copy of the will—
it s diffieult, I think, to remember all
its conditions.”

“Perhaps that's a good ldea” 1 an-
swored, Tt Is certainly an extraordl-
nary document; and what an extraor-
dinary man this Fleteher Boyd must
have been, Mrs, Armistead, to conceive
such a plan as that.”

Mra. Armistead langhed. I think
he was," she sald. "1 saw my brother-
inlaw only once In my life, but that
was enough to impress me with the
strongth of the man's character and
his  eccentriclty., He was intensely
Ameriean—what they call a ‘sell-made
man’ over theve, I imagine—and it
wiis his determination that his step-
daunghter, the Honorable Agatha, in
splte of her English birth, should be
edueated in Amerlea. To this her
mother agreed, on conditlon that ghe
ghould be allowed to bring her daugh-
ter out In England and that £he should
make that conntry her home when her
schooling had been completed,  Ae
cordingly, when Lady Wyckhoft died,
the child being abovt 11 years old,
Fletcher Boyd promised his wife to
carry out her wishes in that respect.
A few years Inter he began the work
of building up this old castle of Wyck-
hoff and putting in every modern eon-
venlence, as you see, so that it ghould
be rendy for his daughter to live in
temporarily, before he established her
London with some good lady to
oversee her presentation into socioty,
according to her mother's ideas.”

This was a long speech for the
good Mrs. Avmistead, and she paused
for breath,

“1 gee,” I commented,
very excellent job of it. Then, as 1
understand it, his daughter has never
been In England gince her early ehild-
hood 7"

“No," said Mrs. Armistead, “Poor
child, it's practically all new to her.
But 1 mustn’t pity her! The way she
and those friends of hers take hold
of things passes my understanding.”

“And where did she find so many at-
tractive girls, each bearing the Chris
tian name of Agatha?" I inquired, "It
Is an unusnal name, and 1 ghould have
thought that part of the will difficult to
fulfill”

“He made a

(TO BE CONTINUED.)
PERILS OF LIFE IN TROPICS.

Animals and Reptiles Alike Invade
Rest and Comfort There,

The perils of daily life in the trop
lcs are almost inconcelvable to dwell
ers in other climes. In a Borneo vil
lage, a man and his ten-year-old son
were sleeping In thelr house inside a
mosquito netting. They were on the
floor near the wall. In the middle of
the night the father was awakened by
his son calling out. It was totally
dark and the father passed his hand
over his son, but found nothing amiss,
80 he turned over and went to sleep
agaln, thinking the boy was dream-
Ing. Shortly afterward the child again
called out, saylng that a crocodile
was taking him, This time the fa-
ther, thoroughly aroused, lighted a
lamp, and found that a sniake had
closed {ts jaws on the boy's head. He
shouted, and the snake, releasing its
hold, drew the whole of its body nto
the house and encircled the body of
the father. He was rescued by the
nelghbors, who were attracted by the
crles for help of the terrified couple.
The snake when killed was found tp
be 16 feet long, and the uead and fore-
head of the boy was surrounded with
& cirele of punctured wounds produced
by the python's teeth,

Useful Medicine Bottle,

In Europe there is In common use
a medicine bottle with a glass stopper,
which has a tiny groove running down
one side of It, which corresponds to a
tiny groove In the neck of the bottle.
These are used for medicines that
must be dropped, such as nux vamica
and strychnine, and, when the stopper
Is turned with the groove toward that
In the bottle, the medicine drops out
caslly and not too rapidly, but, when
finlshed, the stopper need only be
turned back so that the two grooves
do not coineldo, and the medicine is
protected from the alr.

Thus It I8 not necessary to remove
the atopper fro'n the bottle from the
time It Is filled unti! the medicine has
ull been used,

Comfort for Workers.
The Anglo-Saxon races bhave dis
covered that comfort, a high salary
and lmited hours of work, make a

more powerful Instrument of the
worker,
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SAUL TRIES T0 |
KILL DAVID

Sanday School Lesson for Aug. 16, 1908
Specinily Arrangedt far This Paper

sCHIrTURR
Memory voerses, 1416
QOLDEN TEXT, -“The Lord Gdod Is o
pun and shileld " Pealms S4001
TIME «B, . 12 (Ussher),
the victory over Goliath
PLACE ~The capital, probnbly
beah, Mve or six miles north of
ler.

Comment und Buggestive Thought.

David's victory over Gollath had sev.
eral Issues which affected his whole
1ife.

1. It led to the blessed freiendship
which bound together the hearts of
David and Jonathan “ag with hooks of
steel” (ve. 1.1).

2. 1t led to David's advancement to
the head of the army, and his training
In the arts of war, for the defense of
his country (v, 6).

3 1t led to his long and diffienlt
tralning In deallng with men of all
kinds, to self-control and wisdom. This
I8 put last In the story, beennse of Its
connection with Saul, which requires
conslderahle detall (ve, 6:9)

V. & "And Saul eved David,” “kept
hig eve on David in susplelon
and diglike."—Int. Crit. Com. We often
gpeak of Jealonsy as “the green-eyed
monster,” and no emotions ghow them:
gelves more unmistakably fn the eye.

Envy sand Jealousy. 1. They are
most unhappy viees, Of all the pas
slons Jealousy 1s that which exacts the
hardest service and pays the bitterest
wages —Colton, In Lacon.

They are the fruit of sclfishness,
of making self one’'s god, one's su
preme object of love.

The eure of jenlousy Is to seek
first the kingdom of God, and test
evrything, not by its effect on our
gelves, but by lts power to ald or 1o
hinder God's kingdom, He that does
this will rejoice In its coming, even
though it be through others. So John

TEXT -1 Bamuel 18616,
soun after

at ol
Jerusa-

sald of Jesus, “He must inerease, but
1 must deercase.”
4. Therefore overcome evil with

good; overcome it In s very begin
nings, for there j8 nothing which
grows so rapidly.

V. 10, “The evil spivit from God

came upon Saul,” made use of this
malady which opens wide the door for
such influences, and all evil passions
of the king find easy expression, “And
he prophesied,” that is he wenl
through the frenzles and terrible strug
gles and convulsions which charac
terized n coertain form of prophesying

among the heathen (very different
from anything done by the Biblical
prophets),

An eyve-witness, in describing the

Egyptian dervishes, says of the devo-
tees that “some writhe in ngony, some
gwoon, some are in fits, while still
with foaming lips they strive to mur-
mur the praise of Allah"—Gordon
Cumming.

It survives among the faklrs of In-
din and sheiks, or dervishes, of Mo
hammedanism, They “rave” (margin
of r. v.), they fonm, and throw them-
gelves into many an unnatural posture,
They become dangerous, not only to
others, but also to themselves when
go frenzied; still, lookerson regard
them as performing religlous exerclses
or prophesying—Shweir, Mount Leb-
anon, Syria.

First Attempt to Murder David, v.

11. “SBaul cast the javelin,” or short
spear, Twice did David escape by his
agility.

Second Attempt to Kill David, v. 13,
8aul sent David away and made him a
colonel of a regiment:

Ostensibly, to promote Davld,
gorquer the king's enemies,

Really that David might be slain by
the Philistines.

The result was to bring out David's
virtues more conspicuously.

After this Baul tried to make David
disaffected, by refusing to keep his
promise to make him his son-n-law;
and again through the love of his
daughter for David.

A Hero In Trial. — Ve, 14:106,
(1) V. 14, “David behaved himself
wisely,” prudently, skillfully, with all
the wisdom of goodness and love.
There was no treachery in him. He
learned eelf-control and grew In wis-
dom and knowledge and grace,

(2.) One of the sources of this wis-
dom was In his singleness of heart,
his devetion to right and duly at any
cosl, absolute unselfishness.

“The wisgest course In time of danger
ig to do faithfully our dally duty, and
leave our case with God."”

(3.) “And the Lord was with him."
The Lord is with everyvone as far as he
is willing to recelve him, and ylelds
to his guldance, All pust experience
in serving and loving God, every act of
falthfulness and love, every good habit
formed, every victory over selfishness,
every sincere prayer, every act of con-
secration to God, in all the past life,
is a preparation for recelving and
ueing the presence of God. The better
Instruments we become, the more per-
fectly can we and will we be gulded
by our Heavenly Father, into all truth,
into the wisest actions, into the fullest
Iife,

{(4.) When we are wise and faith-
ful and the Lord Is with us, then all
things, all trials, all difculties, all
gorrows, all opportunities, all Influ-
ences, good or bad, are compelled to
work together for good.

(5.) V. 16, "All Israel and Judah
loved David.” And this was preparing
the way for a successful relgn when
the time came, David was soclal, not [
concelted, went among the people as '
one of them. The power to win love
{s one of God's greatest gifte. But only
the loving, the unselfish, the pure in
heart and purpose, can wleld it in the
fulluess of its glory and power,

and

Laundry work nt I:nm-' would bnl

much more satisfaetory
Btarch wera used. In order (o get the
Aesired stiffuess, it is8 nsually neces.
sary to use so much gtarch that the
beauty and finenesa of the fabric In
hidden  behind a pasto of varying
thickness, which not only desiroys the
jappearance, but also affects the wear
dng quality of the goods. This tron
ble can be entirely overcome by using
‘Defiance Starah, as it can be applied
much more thinly becanse of Its groat
or glrength than other makes,

If the right

He'd Pull Hard.

“Qonntor Folker, who journeyed to
Albany at the rlsk of hia lfe to cast
he vote that doomed racing in New
York, had collected a number of in.
plances of racetrack trickery,” sald |
an Albany leglslator,

“IDMscussing, one day, the way Jock
oys g0 often sold races, he sald that
there was a Gloneester Jockey onee,
the rider of o favorite, who was over
card to say in a saloon, the night
t'fnrl\ the favorite ran:

1 ghan't win unless the
broak.' "

reine

Wisdom from a Babe,
“What wounld you do, my boy,” asked

a professionnl vocallst proudly, “if
vou could sing ke me?”
“Have somoe singing lessons!” re
plled the lad.
Your Druggist Wil Tell You
That Murine Eve Hemesdy Cores Eves,

Makes Weak Eyves Strong. Hoesn't Smart.
Boothes Fae Pain and Nells for J0c.

About all you have to do to make
A boy hate any particular kind of food
is to tell him that it Is healthful,

Lewis” Single Binder steaight 5o
smokers prefer them to e cigars
dealer or Lewis' Factory, Peoria, |

Many
Y our

Each man has his special duty to
rerform, his special work to do.—
Smiles,

FITS, S, Vitas' Danse and Nervous IHssases pur.
manently cured h‘,Ill‘ Kiine's Ureat Nerve Restarer
Mend for FILKE M trind ot le and teestise . e
M. M Killne, La., Wi Arch Hirset. Philadelphin s

The most important of all is the
education of the will.—F. W. Farrar.

Men, Winslow's Soothing Nyrap.
Vor ehildren teething, softens the guiis, re urn -
gammation, allays pain, cures windcoliv, e abottle.

How we enjoy meeting a man who
has no (ale of woo to 1ell!

1t Cnres
Allen's Foot=kKase 1
eallous aching feet,

hile Yon Walk
reornsand bunlans, ol

swoaty
he )1 Diruk) i '

Back pay 18 nsually slow about com
ing to the front,

SICK HEADAGHE
c ARTERS Positively cu

these Little l'illn.

They alno relieva Dis
tross from Dyspepaia, Ine
digestion amd Too Hearly
Eating. A perfect rem-
edy for Dizziness, Naus
nen, Drowsiness, Bad
TasteIn the Mouth, Coat=
ed Tomgue, Pain in the
|8ide, TORPID LIVER.
rogulate the Bowels. Purely Vegetable.

SMALL PILL, SMALL DOSE, SMALL PRICE,

Genuine Must Bear
Fac-Simile Signature

M{

the same price per package, but they contain onl

¢FAULTLESS
¢ STARCH

FOR SHIRTS COLLARS CUFFS AND FINE LINEN

The
General Demand

of the Well-Informed of the Warld has
always been for a simple, pleasant and
efficient liquid laxative romedy of known
valuo; a laxative which physicinns could
sanction for family wse beeause its come
ponent parta are known to them to be
wholesome and truly boneficial in effect,
acceptable to the aystem and gentle, yet
prompt, in action 4

In supplying that demand with its ex-
collent combination of Syrup of Figs and
Elixir of Senna, the California Fig Syrip
Co. procecds along cthical lines and rolics
{ on the merits of the laxative for its remarks
able success

That is one of many reasons wi g
Syrup of Figs and Elixir of Senna i: given
the preference by the Well-informed,
To get its beneficial effecta always buy
the genuine—manufactured by the Cali-
fornin Fig Syrup Co., only, and for sale
by all leacling druggists. Price fifty cents
[u‘r botllr

Piatoize

TOILET ANTISEPTIC

Keeps the breath, teeth, mouth and body
antiseptically clean and free from un-
healthy germ-life and disagreeable odors,
which water, soap and tooth preparations
alone cannot do. A
germicidal, dinin-
fecting nmi deodors
izing toilet requisite
of exceptional ex-
cellence and econ-
omy. Invaluable
for inflamed eyes,
throat and nasal and
uterine catarrh. At
drug and toilet
stores, 50 cents, or
by mail postpaid.

Large Trial Smah

NITH "MEALTHM AND REAUTY BOOK SENT FARR

THE PAXTON TOILET C0., Boston, Mass,
siring to buy

Reader anything adver.

in its columm should insift upon
hwu\g what they ask for, refusing ell
subdtitutes ot imitations,

PAXTINE -

L1 “‘.‘H"uc.

ol this paper de-

easlast to work with and
slarches elolhes nloesk,

DEFIANCE STARCH

~ FOR
LAUNDRY
WORK

A DAISY FLY KILLER
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Nothing pleases the eye so much
as a well made, dainty

if properly laundered.
To get the best results
it is necessary to use
the best laundry
starch,

Defiance
Starch

gives that finish to the
clothes that all ladies
desire and should ob-
tain. It is the delight
of the experienced
laundress. Once tried
they will use noother. It is pure and
is guaranteed not to injure the most
delicate fabric. It is sold by the
best grocers at 1o¢ a package. Each
package contains 16 ounces. Other
starches, not pearly so good, sell at
12 ounces of starch.

Consult your own interests. Ask for DEFIANCE STARCH, get it, and we

know you will never use any other,

Defiance Starch Company, Omaha, Neb.




