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4 With Platform,
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SHALL THE PEOPLE RULE
:

That s the Overshadowing
Question. _

. e —
REPUBLICANS  RESPONSIBLE.
.. e ok

All Present Abuses a Result of
l Their Acts, and They Are Im.
s potent 1o Correct Them.

i

L
; Mr. Clayten and Gentiemen of the
Notification Committes: [ can not ac-
cept the nomination which you official-
Iy tender, without first acknowledging
my dcep Indebtedness to the Democrat-
fec party for the extraordinary hounor
which It bas conferred upon me, Hav-
fog twice before been a candldate for
the presidency, !n campalgns  wkich
ended in defeat, a third nom!nation, the
result of the free and voluntary act of
the voter= of the party, can only be ex-
plained by a substantial and undis-
puted growth in the principles and po!-
icies for which I, with a muititude of
others, have contended. As these prio-
clples and policles have glven me what-
ever polltical strength 1 possess, the
action of the convention not only re-
sgws my falth lo them, but streogibecs
my aftachment to them.

i‘ A Pletform ls Binding.

I shall, In the near future, prepare &
more foermal reply to your notification,
and, in that letter of acceptance, will
deal with the platform in detall, It s
suficlent, at this time, to assure yon
that | am o bearty accord with both
the letter and the wspirit of the plat-
form. 1 endorse it In whole and In
part, and sball, If elected, regard Its
daclarations as bindiog upon me, And.
1 mway add, a platform Is bindiog as te
what it omits an well as to what It
containe. Accerding to the democratic
idea, the people think for themselves
and select officials to carry out their
wishes. The voters are the soveraigns;
the officials are the servants, employed
for a fixed time and at a stated salary
to do what the sovereigns waut done,
and to Jdo it In the way the sovereigns
want it dome. Platforms are entirely
in harmony with this democratic idea.
A platfermn anuounces the pariy's po-
sition on the questions which ure at |s-
sue; and an officlal {8 not at liberty to
use the authority vested In him te
urge personal views which bave not
been submiited to the voters for thelr
spproval. If ove Is nowinated upon a
platform which 1s oot satisfactory to
bim, he must, If candld, elther decline
the nomination, or, In accepting it. pro-
pose an amended platform In lleu of
the one adopted by the convention, No
such situation, however, confronts your
candidate, for the platform upon which
I was nomipated no! ooly coutains
nothing from which 1 dissent, but it
specifically outlines all the remedial
legislation which we cap hope to se-
cure durlog the pext four years.

Republican Challange Accepted.

The distinguished statesman who re.
ceived the Republican nowlnation for
president #xld, in his wotification
speech: “The streugth of the Republicap
cause in the campalgn at hand s the
fact that we represent the pollcles es.
sential te the reform of known abuses,
to the continuance of lberty and troe
prosperity, and that we are determined,
a8 our platform unequivoculiy deciares,
to maintaln them and carry them on.”

In the name of the Democratic party,
I aceept the challenge, und charge that
the Republican party 15 responsible for
all the abuses which now exist 1u the
federal government, and that it 18 lm-
potent to accomplish the reforms which
fre lmperative.y needed, Further, }
CAD mnot concur In the statement that
the Republicau platform unequivocally
declores fur the Bt oRre nee
SERArY; on the cotirvary, §oothirw tyt 1t
mnlj’ anud netoriooas.y o suf oty e
Bopes nrnd cxpectutions o reformers

reforme 1)
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whiether those reformérs be Republie-
nns or Democrats. 8o far did the Re-
publican couvention fall short of (te
duty that the Republican candidate feit
it necessary to add te his platform In
several Important particu'nrs. thus re
buking the leaders of the party. vpon
whote ro.operatior ne must rely for
the enuctment of remedial leglslntion

As | shud, i separate speccbes dis.
cuss the leading questions at lesue |
ehall at this time confine myseif to the
paramount question, and 1o the far
reaching purpose of our party, ne that
purpose Is get forth in the platform,

Shall the People Rule?

Our platform declares that the over-
shadowing Iseue which manifests itselt
fo all the questions now under discus
slon, 18 “Bhall the people rule?” No
matter which way we turn; no matter
to what subject we address ourselves
the same question confronts us: Shall
the people control their own govern:
ment, and use that government for the |
protection of thelr rights and for the
promotion of their welfare? or aball|
the representatives of predatory wealth
| prey upon & defenselese public, while

the offenders secure lmmunity from |
eubservient officiale whom they ralse!
te power by, unscrupulous methods?
This e the lssue ralsed by the “known
abuses” to which Mr. Taft refers,

President's Indictment Agsinst the
’.ﬂ,o

Io a message sent to congress last
Janvary, President Roosevelt wsuld
“The attacke by these great corpora:
tions on the admiolstration’'s actions
bave been glven a wide circulation
throughout the country, in the news
papers and otherwise, by those writers
and speakers who, consciousiy or un.
consclously, act ae the representatives
of predatory wealth—of the wealth ac.
cumulated on a giant scale by all forme
of Inlquity, ranging from the oppres.
slon of wage earners to unfalr and o |
wholesome methods of crushing out)
competition, and to defravding the)|
public by stock-jobbing and the wanlip:
ulation of securitles, Certaln wealthy
men of this stamp, whose conduct
should be abhorrent to every mon of |
ordinarily decent consclence, and who
commit the hideous wrong of teaching
our young men that phenomenal busl- |
ness succese must ordicartly be based
on dishonesty, have, during the !Mt"
few months. made 1t apparent that)
they have banded together to work for
a reaction,  Thelr endeavor s lol
overthrow and dlscredit all who hon.
estly administer the law, to prevent
any additiona! leglislation which would
check and restra'o them, and to secure,
It possible, a freedom from all re
straint which wlil permit every un.
scrupnlous wrong-doer to do what he
wishes unchecked. provided he has
enough money”—What ap arra/gnment
of the predatory interests;

Is the president's {ndictment true?
And, If true, against whom was the
lodictment directed? Not agalinst the
Democratic party.

Mr, Taft Endorsse the Indiciment.

Mr., Taft says that these evils have
crept In duriog the last ten years. He
declares that, during this time, some
“promipent and fofluential members
of the community, spurred by financlal
success and In their hurry for greater
wealth, became unmiodfu! of the com-
mon rules of business honesty and
fidelity, and of the limitations imposed
by law upon their actlons!” and that
“the revelations of the breaches of
trusts, the disclosures as to rebates
and discriminations by eallroads, the
accumulating evidence of the viola-
tlons of the antistrust laws, by a num-
her of corporations, and (he over lesua
of stocks and bonds of Interstate rall-
roads for the unlawful enriching of 4i.
rectors and for thie purpose of concen-
trating the contra! of the rallronds uy-
der one management,”—all these, he
charges, "quickened the consclence of
the people and brought on a moral
awskening."

During all this time, | beg to remind
yoru, Republican oMeials presided in the
executive department, filled the ecal.
fnet, dominated the senate, contralled
the house of repressntutives and oceci-
pled wost of the federal [ndgeships
Four years ago the Repnbllcan plat
form boastfully declared that since
1860—with the exceptlon of two years
~—the Republican parly had Leen In con-
trol of part or of all the LrapcLes of
the federal government: thatl fur two
years only was the Democratic purty in
a8 position to elther enuct or repanl a
law. Having drawn the snlaries; bhav-
lug enjoyed the honors; having secured
the prestige, let the Republicun party
accept the responsinility!

RAepublican Party Responsible,

Why were these “known nhuses’”
permitted to develop? Why have they
not Leen corrected?  If exishiung lnws
are sutliclent, why have they tol been
enforced? AN of the excentive mi-
chinery of the federn) government is
in the hands of the Repunllean party
Are new Jaws Decessarys WLy haoe
they uot been enncted? With o He-
publican president to recommend, with
# Republican senate and house to carry
out his recommendutions, why does the
Republlenn candidate plead for further
tirne In which to do what should have

 been suflicient to prevent tar'lf reform
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present execntive? Can Lie ngk for a
Iarger majority In the sennte than his
purty now hns? Does be need more
Republicans In the bouse of represent.
atives or & spenker with more uniim: |
ited authority.

Why No Tari¥ Reform?

The president’'s cose friends have
been promising for severar years that
be would ‘mtthck the iniguitlen of the
tariff. We have had intiiatlon that
Mr. Taft wus restive under the de.
twands of the highly protected in
austries. Aud yet the Icfueuce of the
manufacturers, who have for twenty
five yenrs contributed to the Depubilcnn
campatgn tund, snd who it retarn
Lave framed the tari schedules. hos

As the present campaign approached
both the president wod AMr Taft de.
clared In favor of tariff revision, hul
set the date of revislon efter the eleo.
tion. Hut the pressure brought to bear
by the protected Interests has been
great enough to prevent any attempt at
tariff reform before the election; and
the reduction promised after the wlec-
tlon Is so hedged about with quallfy:
Ing phrases,’ that no one can estimate
with sccuracy the sum total of tariff
Jeform to be expected In case of Re-
publican success. If the past can be
taken as a gulde, the Republican party
will be so obligated by campaign con-
tributions from the beneficiaries of pro-
tection, as to make that party power-
lesn to bring te the country any wma.
terial rellef from the present tariff
burdens.

Why No Anti-trust Leglelation?

A few yenars ago the Republican lead.
era In the bouse of representatives
were coerced by public oplolon Into
the support of an anti-trust law which
had the endorgement of the president,
but the senate refused even to con-
sider the wensure, and sloce that time
no effort has been made by the dowml-
pant party to secure remedial legisia-
tlon upon this sublect.

Why Ne¢ Railrcad Leglsiation?

For ten years the Interstate Com-
werce Commission has been asking for
an enlargement of ite powers that It

might prevent rebates and diserimina.
tions, but a Republican senate and a
Republican bouse of representutives
wers unmoved by Its entreaties. In
1000 the Republican noatlooal couven-
tlon was urged to endorse the demand
for ruilway legisiation, but its platform
was slient on the subject. Even In
1904 the conveution gave no pledge to
remedy thése abuses, When the presi-
deut Oopally asked for leglsiatlon he
drew his inspiration from three Demo-
cratic nationa) platforms and be re.
celved more cordlal support from the
Democrats than from the Republicans.
The Republicans in the senate deliber-
ately defeated severa) amendments of-
ferred by Senator La Follette and sup-
ported by the Democrats—amendments
embodying leglslation asked by the In-
terstite Commerce Commission One
of these amendmeuts authorized the
ascertaloment of the value of rail
ronds. This amendment was uot ouly
defeated by the senate, but it was over.
whelmingly refected by the recent Re-
publicav uational convention, and the
Republican candidate has sought to res.
cue bis party from the disastrous re-
sults of this act by expressing him-
gelf, In a qualified way, In favor of
ascertalnlog the value of the rallroads

Over-issue of Stocks and Bonds.

Mr. Taft complalns of the over.issue
of stocks aud boods of rallroads, “for
the unlawfu! eonriching of directors
and for the purpose of concentrating
the coutrol of the rallroads under ope
wensgement," and the complalnt {s
well founded. But, with a president to
point out the evil, and a Republican
congress to correct It, we Gud nothing
done for the protection of the public,
Why? My houorable opponent Las, Ly
bis coufesslon, relleved we of the ne-
cessity of furnisbiog proof; he adwmits
the condition and Lie can vot avold the
logleal conclusion that mwust be drawn
from the admission. There I8 no doubt
whatever that a large majority of the
voters of the Mepublican party recog-
nize the deplorable situation which Mr.
Taft describes; they recognlze that the
masses bhave Lad but little InfBuence
upon legislation or upon the ad-
ministration of the government, and
they are begluning to onderstand
the cause. For a generation the Re-
publican party bas drawn its cam-
paign funds from the beueficlaries of
special legislation. Privileges have
been pledged and granted in return for
woney coutributed to debauch eler.
tions. What can be expe ted when of.
ficlal nuthority Is tvraed over o the
representatives of *oose whe tirst fur-
nish the sloews o war sud then reim-
bree themgelve oul of the pockets of «
the taxpuyers?

Fasting In Wilderness Necesvary,

8o lung as the Republlcan porty re.
molns In power, It s powerless to re-
Kenernle itaef It cun not attack
wrong dolng lo hlgh piaces without Qis-
Eiacing many of 11s prominent mem-
Lers, and i1, therefore, uses aplates in-
stead of the surgeon's knlfte 1. maie-
factore construe each Hepuli, n vig
fory us an cndorsement of 1Lor con.

Deell ooy L w2o¥ vuan Me Taft i

Lromndse 1o be Gy stredaous an toe !

piosecution of “wrong doers than e
- —————

uet wned ihresten the party with de-

rlod of fasting In the wilderness, will
the Nepubiloan leaders leuru 1o study
public guestions from the staodpolot
of the mussas  Jist an with tudivid
unis, “the rares of this worid and the
Aeceltfulness of riches choke the truth”
#0 10 politics, when party lenders fervs
far away from Lome and are bot Io
constant ¢outact with the volers, con-
tinued party success DUinds thelr syes
to the needs of the peoaple and wakes
thetns deafl 1o 'ne cry of diktress,

Publicity as te Campaign Contrlbu-

lions,

An effort bas becn wmle to secure
legisiation  requirlog publicity eas to
campaigh contributions and expendl-
tures; hut the IHepubilcnn leaders, even
in the face of ap tndignant pubile, re
fnaed to consent toa law which would
compel honesty in elections. When the
matter was Lrought up o the recent
Republican natlonal convention, the
plank was repadinted by & vote of 88
to 4. Here, too, Mr. Taft hns been
driven to Apologize for Lis convention
apd to declare himeelf (o favor of n
publicity law; and yet, if you will read
whbat be shye upon this subject, you
wili find that bis promise falis farshort
of the requirements of the eltuation
He eays:

“If 1 am’ elected president, | shall
urge upon congress, with every bope of
success, that a law be passed requiring
the filing, In a federal office, of & state.
ment of the contributions recelved by
committess and ~apdidates In elections
for members of congress, and In such
other elections as are constitutionally
within the control of congress.”

1 shail pet embarrass him by asking
bim ovpon what Lie bases hin hope of
success; it Is certainly not on auy en:
couragement hie bas received from Re-
publican leaders, It is gufficlent to say
that If bis bopes were realized—If, In
spite of the adverse actlon of his con.
veution, he shou!d succeed In securing
the enactment of the very law which
he favors, it would glve but partiul ee
Hlef. He has read the Democratic plat-
form: not oniy his Iapguage, but his
evident alarm, Indicates that he has
read [t earefully. Ie even bad before
him the action of the Democratic na-
tional committee In Interpreting and
appiylng that platform: and yet, he
fulls to say that he favors the publlca-
tion of the coutributions before the
election. B couvrse, It =atisfies a pat-
ural curiosity to find out how an elee-
tion has Lieen purchased. even when
the knowledge comes too lute to e of
service, but why should the people e
kept In darkness until the election is
past? Why should the locking of the
door be de'ayed until the borse 1s gone !

An Election a Public Affair.

An election s A public affeir. The
people, exercising the right to select
their officials and to decide upon the
policies to be pursued, proceed to their
severa! polllng places on electlon day
and reglster thelr will, What excuse
ean be glven for eecrecy as to the in-
fluences at work? If a man, pecun
farily Interested In ,'concentfating the
control of the raliroads In oné* manage:
ment,” subscribes a large sum to ald In
carrying the election, why should his
part Io the campalgn be concealed un-
tll he bBas put the officials voder oLl
gation to him? . If a trust magnate
contributes §100,000 to elect political
friends to office, with a view to pre.
venting hostlle legisiation, why should
that fact be concealed nntil bis friends
are securely seated 1o thelr official po-
sltions?

This I not a new question; It 1 8
question which has been agitated—n
question which the Republican leaders
fully vnderstand—a guestion which the
Republican eandidate has studied, and
¥et bhe refuses to declare himself in fu-
vor of the legislation absolutely neces.
sary, namely, legislation requiring pub:
icatlon befure the election.

Democratic Party Promises Publicity.

How can the people Lope to rule, if
they ure not able 1o learn ontll after
the election what the predatory lnter:
ests ure doing? The Democratic party
meets the lssue honestly and coura
geously. It saye:

“We pledge the Democratic party fo
the enuctment of a law probibitiug an)
corporation from contributing 1o o
campulgn Tund, aud aoy lodividousl
from optributing an amount sbove »
reasonable wmaximum, spd providing
for the publication, before election, of
all such contributions above a rexson-
able minimum."

The Democratie pational committee
Immediately proceeded to Interpret and
apply this plank, asnounciug thal vo
contribuflons would be received from
corporations, that wo individusl wonld
be allowed to contribute more than
$10,000, and that ali contributions
nbove $100 woud be made public Le
fore the election—thase received Lefore
2 tober 15 to be made public on ur
before that day, those received ufter-
ward to be made public on the day
when recelived, and po sucli contribu.
tHons to Le accepted within three dovs
af the electlon. The expenditures ure
to he pulilished after election,  Iere
is o plus whivh 18 complete sud effeo
tive

Popular Election of Senators,
Next 1o ke corrupt use of wmoney,
the present method of electing United

Feat iF rhey Nt
bt Bt ey Ul

it anfnr e 1.'h

(R LN I PR e B

States senntors in most responsible for
the whstruction of relurmns

For one

|eoine & domlnant sentlinent

hundred years after the sdoption of
the «unatitution, the demand for the
popular election of senators, whiie find:
lug Incressed expression, did not hes
A rone
atitutionn! nmendment bhad from lime
to thine been suggesied and the matter
Hed been more or lesd Jlecnesed In »
few of the states, hut the movement
had not reached v polnt where [t munl
fertod ltseif through congressional ne-
Lian Tu the Pifty second nngrese,
however, n resalntlon wase repinrieil
from a house committes profiosing the
necesenry  constitationnl  amendiment,
and this resolution passed the hoyse
of reprementatives by w vote which
was practically  uoanimous In the
Fiftr-bird congress a slmliar resoln
tlon wak reported 1o and adopted hy.
the house of representatives Hotl
the Fifty second wod Fifty-third con-
grevses were Demorratle, The Repub.
leans galoed conttol of the hniuse as
A result of the election of 1804 and o
the Fifty-fourth congress the proposl.
tlon died In committee, Awn time went
on. however, the sentiment grew pmong
the people, until It forced n Republican
congress to.follow the sxample met hy
the Democrats, and then aoother and
ahather Nepublican congreas acted fo-
varahiy, Ntate after atate han andorsed
this reform, nntll nearly two-thirds of
the states have recorded (hemselves In
ita favor, The United Staten senafe,
bowever, lmpudeotly and arrogantly
obstructs lhe passage of the resolution,
notwithstanding thie fact that the vot.
ers of the United States, by an over.
whelming majority, demand 1. Anid
this refusal Is the more signiticant
when It I8 remembered that & oumber
of sepators owe thelr electlon o grent
corporate Interests. Three Democratie
nationnl plutforme=the platforms of
1000, 1904 and VWS <gpecifieally enli
for a change In the constiturtion which
wlll put the electlon of seuators in the
hunds of the voters, and the proposi
tou bas been endorsed by A& numbes
of the smwaller purtles, hut no Repub
Hean natlonn) couvention has  Leen
wiliing to champlon the canse of 1he
people on this sgbfect The suhiect
wos lguored Ly the Republican nationa)
tonventlon o 1900: 1t was lgnored 1o
1000, nnd 1he proposition was expliclt
I repudinted in 1908 for the recent
Republienn natlopal convention, by a
vole of K6 10 114 refected the plank
éndorsing the popuint election of senn
tors—und this wng done In the tonven.
thon which nominated Mr Taft, few
delegates from hLis own state voring for
the plank,

Persenal Inclination Not SuMicient.

In bis notiflieation apeech, the Repub-
lican randidate, speaking of the elec-
tlon of senators Ly the prople, ways:
“Personally, | am Inclined te favur It,
but it is bardly a party qnestion’
What Is necessary to make this @ party
question? When the Democratic con-
vention endorses a proposition by a
unanlmous vote, and the NMepublican
conventiou rejects the proposition by a
vote of seveu to oue, does i1t not be-
come on lssue between the partlea?
Mr. Taft can uot’remove the guestion
from the arena of politics by expresa:
fug a personnl incluation toward the
Democratie  position. For several
years be bas been conuected with
the administration, What bas be ever
sald or done to bring this question be.
fore the public? What enthusiasm
bas be shown in the reformation of
the senate? What Influence could he
exert in bebalf of & reform which his
@Arty bas openly and notoriously con-
demned In 118 convention, and to which
he is attached only by a belated ex-
presslon of personul Inclination?

The Gateway to Other Reformas.

“Shall the people rule?” Every
remedial mensure of a national char-
acter must run the gauntiet of the
senate. The president may personally
Incline toward a reform; the house
may consent to It; but as long as the
senate obstructa the reform, the peo
ple must walt. The president may
beed a popular demand; the house may
yield to public opinion; but ds long as
the senate ls deflant, the rule of the
people is defeated. The Democratic
platform very properly describes the
popular election of senators as “the
gateway to other national reforms.'
Shall we open the gate, or shall we
allow the exploiting Interests to bar
the way by the control of this branch
of the federal legislature? Through
& Democratic victory, and through
Democratic victory only, can the peo
ple secure the popular election of sen-
ators, The smaller parties are unable
to gecure this reform; the Repuoblican

party, under its present leadership, In |

resolutely opposed to it; the Demoeratic
party stands for It and has boldly de-
wonded It It 1 am clected to the
presidency, those who are elected npon
the ticket with me will be, like my-
€cif, pledged to thls reform, and 1
sLull convene congress In extraordl-
nury session lmmediately after inane
guration. nud ask, nmong other things,
tur the fulbllment of (s
pledge,
House Rules Despotic,

The third instrumentality employed
to defeat the will of the people Iy
found in the rules of the house of rep-
resentatives.  Our plutforin polots out
that “the houge of represeutatives was
desigoed by the fatbers of the mtm_lj-_

|

plutfori |
| sary remedies and the only balwark ot
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tution, to be the populnr branch of our
government, responsive to the publie
will" und adds:

“I'he house of representatives, nas
controtled In recent years by the Ite-
publivan party, has censed (o be a de-
Hberative nnd legisintive body, respon-
sihve 1o the will of & majority of the
wembers, but hing come under the ab-
solute domination of the gpenker, who
his entire control of its dellberntions,
wnd powers of leglgintion

“We have abrerved with amasement
the popular branch of our federal gov-
ernment helpless to obtaln elther the
consideration or ennctment of meag-
ures desired by a majorily of its mem-
bere."

This arralgnment Is fully justified.
Tha reform Republieans In the house
of represeniatives, when In the minor-
ity In their own party, are as helplens
to obtain & bearing or to secure a vote
upon a measure as are the Democrata.
In the recent sesslon of the presend
congress, there was a conniderable ele-
meut 1o the Republican party favorable
to remedial legislation; but a few lead-
ers, In control of the organization,
deapotically suppressed these mem-
bers, and thus forced a real majority
In the house to submit to & well organ-
lzed miporily. The Republican nations!
couvention, Instead of rebuking (this
attack upon popular government, eulo-
glzed congress and nominated sn the
Republican eandidate for vice president
one of the wen who shared In the re-
spousibility for the coerclon of the
bouse. Our party demands that “the
house of representatives shall again
becowe o deliberative body, controtled
by n mnajority of the people's repre-
s#entatives, and not by the speaker”
amd Is pledged to adopt “such roles
and regulations te govern the hoose
of representatives ag will enuble a na-
Jority of its members to direct ity de-
Hberntions and control legisiation,™

“Sholl the people rule?' ‘I'hey ean
not do o unless they ean countro! the
hunse of representatives, and through
thelr representatives lo the honse, glve
expression to thelr purposes il thelr
desires The Republlean party  la
cowmitted to the metbods now 1o
vogue In the house af representaliyes;
the Democrntiec party s pledged o
such w orevislon of the rules ne will
bring the popular branch of thw federal
government lufo harmony with 1be
fdens of those who framed our consti.
tution sud fovoded our governweot,

Other lasuss Will Be Discussed Later

“Shall the people rule? | repeat, in
doclared by our platforms to ba the
overshadowing question, aod as (he
compaign progresses, | shall take nces-
slon to discuen this question as It man-
Ifents itself in otbher Issnes; for whether
we conslder the tariff question, (he
trust question, the rallroad questiow,
the bankiug question, the labar ques-
tion, the guestlon of fmperialiam, the
development of our walerways, or any
other of the numercus problems whict
press for wolution, we sbhall Ond that
the real guestion Involved In each in,
whether tha government shell remain
8 mere busivess asset of favor neeking
corporations or be an fostrument In
the bands of the people for the ad-

vancementi uf the cummon weal, <«
- .

Demecratic Party Mas Earned Con-
fidence,

If the voters are satisfied with the
record of the Republican party aod
with 11" muoegement of public affaire
we can not reasouably ask for =
change In administration; If, howerer,
the voters feel that the prople, as &
whaole, have too little Influence In shap-
Ing the policles of the goverpment, If
they feel thut great combiputions of
eapitnl  bave eocronched upoo  the
rights of the masses, sud employed the
lostrumentalities of government Lo se-
cure nu unfalr shure of the total wealth
produced, then we buve n right to ex-
pect & verdict agniost the Republican
purty mond lu favor of the Democrutic
party; for onr party bas risked defeat—
uye, suffered defeat—in s effort to
arouse the cousclence of the public and
1o bring about thel very swakenlog te
which Mr. Taft bas referred,

Ouly those are worthy to be entrusi-
ed with lendership In & greut cause
who are willlug to dle for It, and the
Democratic purty bas proven Its worthi-
wess by Ms refusul to purchase victory
by delivering the people into the haods
of those who buve despolied them, In
this contest between Democracy on the
one slde nnd plutoeracy on the other,
the Democrutic party has taken its po-
sitlon on the side of equal rights, and
invites the opposition of those who use
polities to secure speclul privileges and
governmental favoritisim, Guuging the
progress of the natlon, not by the hap-
plness or wenlth or refinement of a
few, but “by the prosperity aod ad-
vancement of the average man,'” the
Democratic party charges the Repuls
Hean party with being the promoter of
present almges, the oppouvint of Docess

private monopoly, “Fhe Deioeratie pae
ty aflirma that in thls cumpalen it Is
the only party, baviug a prospnet of
success, which stands for justlce In
government and for equity o the divi-
slon of the frults of industry,

.

(coneluded on fourth page.)
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