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By JOHN DICKINSON SHERMAN
r—— 1O ARE the twelve greatest lving
Amerlcan women? This embarrassing
question 18 asked of the National
League of Women Voters by Senorita
Gracleln Mandujano of Chile. The
Chilean woman was a delegate to the
Pan-Amerlean Conference of Women
recently held at Baltimore in connee-
tlon with a conventlon of the Na-

Is a0 wrlter and she wants to write
up the twelve for home publications,
The question Is Indeed embarrassing,
T'here I8, for one thing, an @nbartass-
ment of rlches. If there were only twelve women
h 4n the Unlted States worthy of belng nomed in
answer to the question, all would be well, DBut
the Unlted States hns so many great women—to
gay nothing of the famous ones!

It's ulso embarrassing to the Natlonal League
of Women Voters, for the reason that to answer
it the league must perforce name at least one
of 1ts own members,

And It's embarrassing to anyone asked to draw

up & Ust—there are so many things to be consld-
ered, For exnmple, from one viewpolnt one would
naturnlly nume the “First Lady of the Land'—
Mrs. Warren G, Hurding—and from another Mary
Pickford or Mary Garden or Geruldine Foarrar or
Mary Roberts Rinehart or Ida M, Turbell or Edith
MWharton,
' Agaln, one might name Mrs, O, H, P. Belmont
‘or Alice Paul of the Nutionul Woman's party of
Mrs. Maud Wood Park of the Natlonal League of
t\'umuu Voters; It depends upon whether one Is
or Is not militant In the matter of women suf-
Yrage,

Aguin, If the list Is to be made up of women
Wwho #ave won distipetion (n thelr respective flelds

A"Big Quesfion 4#

tlonul League of Women Voters. She .

of endeavor there Is the dificulty that some of
the numes are not widely known. Such a st
would be scorned by people who think ouly of
popularity and notorlety and publicity,
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Mary Garrett IHay, who wrote out
st upon the request of n newspaper,
put the situation very well,

“It Is lmpossible to do Justice to

Amerlenn women hy selecting a paltry
twelve, Each person will seleet accorid
ing to his mentnl bins. The women I
have chosen conform to a type that 1
udmire, the kind of woman who I8
highly educated, progressive, devoted
to the {deals of the new womanhood,
glving her life to serlous work earnest
Iy performed.”
Anyway, the National League of Women Voters
dodged making snswer. It asked the Women's
Jolnt Congressional Committee to make the selec
tlon. That body also dodged full responsibility
and has announced that it will ask five prominent
men to help In the selectlon. And at the present
writing that Is as near as Senorita Mundujano's
question hins come to recelving what may be called
an official answer,

In the meuntime scores of 11sts have made thelr
appearnnce—some serions, some good, some bad,
some Indifferent,

In the lists the wrlter has seen the names of
elghty-three women hnve heen glven, ench selected
as one of the twelve greatest llving Amerlcan
women.

The observing reader hing doubtless noted that
the portraits glven herewith number but elght,
In addition to that of the woman who has started
nll this discussion. The renson I8 this: the writer
would not dare to try to name the twelve greatest
women. Ile ls merely grouping the portralts of
elght women who seem to be popular cholees,
Innsmuch as they appear fn nearly all the lsts,

It 18 of course n work of supcrerogation to nume
and describe these elght women. However, they
are:

1—Mrs. Carrle Chapman Catt, New York, hon-
orary president Natlonal League of Women Voters,
president Internationnl Suffrage Alllunce, womuan
suffraglse,

2—Miss Jane Addams, Hull Iouse, Chleago,
goelnl worker, author and lecturer,

8—Mlss Anne Tracey Morgun, New York, Amer-
lean Committee for Devastated France, phillanthro-
pist,

4—-Mlss Evangeline Cory Booth, New York, com-
mander of the Sulvatlon Army, religlous worker.

5—Mlss M. Carey Thomas, Bryn Mawr, P, re
tiring president of Bryn Mawr college, edueator
nnd nuthor,

G—Mrs. Thomas G. Winter, Minnenpolls, presi-
dent of the General Federation of Women's clubs,
elub womnn und writoer,

T—Mre. Hurrlet Taylor Upton, Warren, 0., vice
chalrman Republlican Natlonal Committee, suffra-
gist and nuthor,

8—Allss Allee Mary Robertson, Muskogee, mem-
ber of nuatlonal house of representatlves from
Oklnhomn, Indinn educator,

Other names that frequently appear in the many
unofliclal lists ave these: Edith Wharton, novellst 3
1du M. Tarbell, nuthor; Ceellla Reaus, artlst ; Julin
C, Lathrop, worker for children; Mes, Raymond

tobing, goclologlist ; Helen Keller, leader of blind ;

Muude Adams, actress; Mme, Lonise Homer
singer; Mme. Schumann-Heink, singor; Mary (};”\:
rett Hay, club woman; Jullw Marlowe, actress;
Agnes Reppller, essayist; Mary Garden, singer:
Gernldine Furvar, singer; Mary Plekford, screep
star; Mary loberts Rinehnrt, novellst,
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BLACKSNAKE GOSsSIP

“There was once someone,” sald the
Blacksnoke, “who talked to some
people about gossip, This talker told
the people that it was bad, to gossip,
and that they must keep from talking
ahout others,

“T'he talker told how It got people
into trouble and caused unhapplness
und sorrow. And then the talker told
the people to ench take the talk to
themselves and not think It wus in-
tended for their nelghbors,

“But alas and alack, the people talked
of how the talk had been just such a
tulk us thelr nelghbors needed, and
didn't take the lesson to heart as they
should have done.

“Now 1 am hoping that people will
take my lesson to heart,

“1 hope they will not say that they
do not gossip but will listen to my
telk and will tuke palng to undo the
harm that has been done and not gos
slp ever, ever again.

“Such gossip has gone about re-

. garding me and regarding my famlly,

“It by bit 1 shall talk of the storles
that have been told about me, and 1
will tell of how untrue they are,

“In the first pluce of all I do not
gqueere my prey until it Is killed. 1
am not a constrictor, and a constrictor
does that,

“l have never done that and I

| will never do that, though people will
-

“l Prefer Nice Little Snakes.”

often sny that the Blacksnake does do
that.

“In the second place I do not at
tnek the rattlesnake. And why should
1?7 He Is a blgger crenture than 1
am. I am a goodslzed creature, It 1s
true, In fact, I nam very long and
I'd be consldered amnywhere a good:
slzed snake,

“PBut Mr. Rattlesnnke Is not an In-
teresting snake to me. Ile I8 too big.
I prefer nice little snnkes of smaller
slze.

“I'm not above cating a smaller
gnake. Oh, no, I'm not above that.
And I suppose that is the way the
story got about that I attacked the
Itnttlesnake,

*That is the way with storles
They're founded, perhaps, on Just a
liitle serap of truth, and then they are
ndded to and added to until they're
nothing at all Uke the story was In
the first place,

“I suppose some one sald that we nte
smaller snukes than ourselves, And then
the story was spread about and added
to until It was sald we even ate Rat-
tlesnakes,

“I admit that we do like smaller
knnkes, We haven't any reason for
not lking them. They're very good
lHttle snukes; that s, snnkes smaller
than we are we conslder very good.

“But we don't go after Rattlesnakes,
We keep away from them, hiss, hiss,
We don't like Rattlesnakes, No, no
Indeed hlss, hlss, hiss.

“Then it has been sald about us
thnt we go after people and jump for
them, This Is not true at all,

“If we are cornered we will fight
bravely, but we do not go after peo-
ple, >

“We're not fond of them and we
keep out of the way of them. And yet

| this untrue story has gone about that

we go after people and that we are
very dangerous to them because we go
seeking them,

“I hope that all this gossip will be
stopped before long, for it 1s most
unfalr,

“I like to have the truth known
nbout me, but I do not llke to hear
gossip,

“I don't gossip about other snakes
and 1 don't gossip about people. 8o

T wish they wouldn't gossip about
me!
“1 wish that tremendously, I have

' plso heard that 1 ean look at a bird

&0 that the bird doesn't know which
wiy to move, and that T moake the
bird stay qulte stlll just by looking at
him,

“They eay that T do this go as te
copture the bhird quite easlly.

“Put T ean't look at a bird so he'll
stay quite stl, 1 can't de anything
like that., That 18 a most untrue
sory,

“If T looked at a bird he wouldn't
Aty quite still nntil T enught him, no, In-
floed, T know better than that!

“So, everybody, please remember
what I've sald, and don't gossip ahout
the poor old Blacksnake, It Is most
mkind, for what you say Isn't true!”

The Winner,
A prize 18 offered for the best slo-
nn to stimulate travel,
“Chewse It the cops.”—Life,

All That Stretch
Without Any Rubbe:

You'll be
with the comfort

Ruhtnf‘din.bu onr Phos-
shor Bronge Huost :;:
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“Was that antlfat treatient gour
wife took any goowd 7

UNo, It wus n fuke”

“Put your wife looks thinner”

“She 1s.  She worrled g0 over los-
Ing her money that she lost flesh,*
—Judge,

\ New Shoes

0ld Shoes
Tight Shoes

all feel the same
if you shake
i into them
1N % some

HLLEN'S FOOT-EASE

The Antlsgptic, Healing Powder

or the Feel

Takes the friction from the shoe, fresh-
ens the foet and glves new vigor. At
night, when your feet are tired, sore
nnd swollen from walking or danging,
Sprinkle ALLEN'S FOOT-EASE inthe
fout-bath and enjoy the bliss of feet
without an ache.

Uver 1,800,000 pounds of Powder for the
Foet were used by our Army and Navy dur-
lng the war,

In a Pinch, Ose ALLEN'S FOOT-EASE §
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They are GOOD!

PROFITS

are heing made by Dealers in
Raaio through the extra.ordin-
ary demand, and consequent
quick turn.over, of the appa-
ratus which he handles.

RADIO

is here to stay. Have you con-
sidered how a Radio Depart-
ment would improve your
y=arly balance sheet?

Radio Merchandising

The Semi-Monthly Magazine
of the ‘Radio Industry
will answer all your questions.
One dollar will bring it to

you for four months —Three
dollars a year.

Radio Pnl:lishing Corporation

Dept. 33,342 Madison Ave., New York City

Cuticura Soap
——Is Ideal for—

The Complexion

Soap 25¢, Ointment 25 and 50¢, Talcum 25e.

Doy e e o
2 mmour. Win P

HINDERCORNS fomoves oo, e

Ern; s th s, g e

Elatn " Tilesen Chellont Works: Potchorue: M. X, =
T T “wg

Epilepsy — Insanity
Relatives, friends and physiclans of

Eplleptios and the Intaue sre re-
quested Lo send for free literature to

THE HATIONAL LEAGUE FOR ASYLUM REFORM

8740 Bwirr Broa., Cisaisxar:, Omo
An organized movement pot for profit,
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