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OLLEGE fraternlties—"Greek-letter
socletles"—aure much discussed In
these days of Increased publie In-
terest In the higher Institutions of
learning, The publie Is discussing
the eolleges and universitles freely
—thelr place In the Amerlean
gscheme of life and thelr mensure of
guccess in fulfilling thelr mlssion,
Consequently the college fraterni.
ties are criticized and defended,
since they are a fenture of student
3 life of large lmportance, Are the
fraternities an influence for good? Are they a
detriment ruther than a benefit to the student?
What are they? What is thelr purpose? Should
a boy Join or keep out? These are the questions
asked by fathers and mothers and gunrdians,

The titleg of nearly all of thesa socletles are
Greek letters, which usunlly refer to n motto ex-
pressive of the purpose of the organization. They
are secrer gocleties, with grips, badges, rituals and
initiatory ceremonies.

Probably the fraternities should be put in four
classes: General, loeal, professionnl and women's.
In the first group there are abont fifty fraternities
of established reputation, Thelr chapters vary
grently a8 to numbers: the range Is probably from
seven to elghty. Corresponding to these are the
sororities for women, perhaps twenty In number,

Phi Beta Kappn was the first society with a
Greek-letter name, It was founded In 1770 nt the
college of Willinm and Mary, nnd was originally
a secret soclety., Other chapters were established,
Owing to an early prejudice agninst secret socie-
ties, its secrets were exposed in 1831, The letters
stand for Greek words trapslated “Phillosophy Is
the Gulde of Life,”  Sinee 1831 I'hi Betn Kappa
hits been an honorary society In most of the large
colleges and scholarshlp rank determines the mem-
bership. Women have been admitted since 1875,

In 1525 at Union college a group of eongenial
students hegan the orgonization of a secret Greek-
letter fraternity, They divided over the ritual,
Some of them founded Kappa Alplin. The rest
founded Slama Phi In 1827, This was the begin-
ning of the college fraternities of today,

Membership In the Greek-letter fraternities is
probably over 300,000,  Alumni usually retain
netive interest,  There are executive commlittees
pr counells composed of alumnl, which are cor-
porations and hold legal title to the property of
the fraternlties—which s worth milllons, Most
fraternities own thelr chapter houses. Conven-
tlons are held with supreme legisiative power.
The Inter-Fraternlty Conference hins met annually
ginee 1000 to aet on questions of cotnmon Interest,

Thomas Arkle Clark, denn of men at the Unl-
versity of Ilnois, has an interesting article with
the title, “Shall 1 joln a fraternity ¥ in the Amer-
lean Boy, Mr, Clnrk was not a fraternity man
fn college: therefore he Is able to spenk from the
viewpoint of the outsbder, On the other hand, he
didd Inin a eollege fraternity five years after grad-
untion, has visited freaternities all over the coun-
try and has made a stiudy of them. Moreover, as
a collece dean of men for more than twenty yveurs
Lie Lias hnd intimare relationstiips with thousands
“of undergenduates, ineluding the active members
of many frternitles,  “Ir. Clark, In short, Is con-
competent awhority on colloge frater-
In general he approves them. Moreover,
rticle hefore publieation was reaid to several
goo prosidents and professors and high sehaol
superintendents, some fraternity men anfd some
not, amd approved by them. Here are some of the
poluts he mokes, pro and con:

The voung man entering college is confronted
with n good muany problems which his father be-
rore him did not have to solve, and one of these
i the fraternity question; for though the eollege
fraternlty was In existence thivty years ago, It
did not, 1o anything like the extent It does today,
domilnnte eollege Hfe and control the divect under-
gradupte activities, Its Influence was then con-
fined pretty laegely to o lhinlted maomber of small
colleges In a resteieted territory; its membership
wis not lnrge, and Its members not closely asso.
clontaed,
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In spenking of the ehllege fraternity T do not

wish to hove |t confused with the fraternity
tn the blgh sehool.  Excepting, perbaps, In acad-
emies and bonrding schools where the hoys are
nwny from home und need the tralning and the
pssoclations which come from an organized home
lHfe and the rvesponsibilities which arise from
bringing these things about, the high school fra-
ternity hins been pretty generally a detrlment both
o the character and to the scholarship of its mem-
bers. It has often taken them. awny from the
restraints of home when these were most needed,
It has developed snobbhishness, extruvagance and
&soclul excosses which have been hurtful to the
wenern! morale of the schools, It has had many

of the evils of the ecollege fraternity without any

of its ndvantages, I have seen a good deal of the
high sgchool fraternlty and the produet which It
turns out, and 1 am free to say that If I had a son
I should not want him to join such an organlza-
tion,

The college fraternity first eame Into existence
almost one hundred years ago when college at-
tendance and the conditlons surrounding college
life were very different from what they now are,
In those days colleges were small, and the under-
graduntes were housed in college dormitories or
scatteredd pbout the town and fed at boarding
houscs, There wueg perhaps no thought In the
minds of the men who founded the first Greek let-
ter fraternities of developing a home and home
life for thelr members, The maln purpose was to
strengthen character, to develop good scholurship,
and to emphasize and encourage certaln qualities
of friendship. Often there was n literary purpose,
The men who founded the first fraternities were
mostly very religlous men who belleved sincerely
in the prinelples of lfe and conduet as expounded
by the founder of the Christian chureh,

Fraternity rituals today still emphasize these
princlples and _hold up to fraternity members the
highest stondards of dally life, The teaching® of
fraternitles are distinetly rellglous In their inilu-
ence, and the secret work to which some of the
enemles of fraternities object has nothing sinister
or viclous In it, but 1s really of the most harmless
and innocent eharnci@®,

It was not until within very recent years, when
the attendanee upon colleges began to Inerease
and the conditions of undergradunte living begnn
to change materfally, that fraternities began to
expand and to emphasize as they had never done
before the funetion of the fraternity In developing
for the undergradunte In college a normpl and a
healthy home life,

In fuct, fraternities nre not only Increasing their
own membership but they are doing everything
they can to encournge the organization of new fra.
ternities, so that every man who wants to Join
may have a chance to do so, Colleges, alse, whose
floors have hitherto been closed to the admisston
of fraternitles are reluxing thelr regulations and
are giving permission to fraternlties to come in—
fkd all this heenuse those who know most ghout
fraternlties think thelr influence a good ono,

At the present thme natlonal Greek letter fra-
ternitles, of which there are perhaps ifty, are the
organized foree in college netivities, They tuke
the place that was once occupled by the college
literury scelety which tuught nen fo spenk, which
(nterested them in the polities of college, and
which In general controlled and directed what
went on in undergradunte affalrs outside of the
classroom. But the fraternity does still more than
this, There are very few fraternitios now which
do not have thelr own houses on every campus,

These houses form centers of home life whiech
do mueh to take the place of the life which the
boy has known with his own family before going
uway to college,

It often costs more to lve in a fraternity house
than It does outside. The food at the fraternity
tuble Is ordinarily better than that the student
gets at a boarding house, and the genernl Hving
conditlons are more cmufurluhlg und convenlent ;
one has to pay for these. The soclal life of fra-
ternity men s more actlve and so requires the ex-
penditure of more money for clothing and soclal
pleasures. Sometlmes the llving conditlons have
been made too luxurlous for the dolng of good
work, and at times the soclul life 18 excessive and
the expenditure of money extravagant : hut these
conditions do not frequently ‘or generally exist, 1
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do not know any chapter of any frmternity—and 1
know hundreds of them—which does not contaln
men, respected by everyone In the chapter and in
the college, who are earning thelr Uving in college
through thelr own efforts; but In general, unless
the man concerned has some speclal tolent, this
Is not g0 easy to do unaided when In a fraternity
a8 when out of It.

The man who joins a fraternity loses something
of hig Independence, Belng a part of an organ-
fzed group of men, he I8 not so free to do as he
pleases a& he would be If he did not have this
refutionship, He must submit to regulations, he
must learn to adapt himself to the conditions of
home life, and to the ldiosynerasies of a score or
more of people. Tle will often have to yleld his
desires and his rights, perhaps, to the will of the
organization, for those who go Into an organiza-
tion must be willing to do what will bring the
greatest good to the greatest number, Ile must
learn to get on with people, to glve up, to he un-
gelllsh, to do that which will be most helpful and
advantageous to hig brothers. Many fellows do
not like to do this, and gometimes poarents do not
wish them to learn, so that such men would make
poor fraternity men, and they would be unhappy
and make thelr friends unhappy In the making,

There Is a tendency when o man Joing a feater-
fnlty for him to be satisfled with the friends he
meets within its membership, and o to nurrow his
interests, to restriet his acquaintances, and to un-
dervalue the broader tralning which comes from
a more general contnet with men. It I8 only the
wenk and narrow-minded mgn, however, who will
full into this snobhishness and who will resiricet
his acquaintances and his friends to the men
whom he meets within his fratemnity., The num-
ber of such men (8 fortunately not large,

But there ure advantages in fraternlty Hle and
these 1 belleve outwelgh these possibileo evils or
disadvantages which T have mentioned. The hay
wha joing n fraternlty establishes himself In oa
Lioame with mnny of the same dugies and eomferts
of the home Hfe to whieh he has heen aeceustomed
before going to collége, and the featernity Lhiouse
remains to him o home even after he gets out of
college,  Ile gathers avound him Immedintely a
group of friends who have his best Interestg at
heart. It hos been gadd by those who oppose the
froternity systom, that his cholee of {riends Is
made too quickly to he satisfuciors: that it 8 &
very mechanical cholee seldom based upon the
prineiples which underlie true friendships, amd

that the friendship thus formed (8 an evanescent,

one, Dut the fuet that freaternlty brothers
every chnpter In every college where featernities
exist are not only close friends while they are In
college, but remain so throughout Hfe, tends to
digprove sueh n statement, A fraternity man s
seldom dissatisfled with the friends he has cliosen,
The ldeals of life formually sot before the fra-
ternity man, and these ns I have suld, are prae-
tieally always baged upon Christlun principles, are
the highest possible, The character of the men
who were responsible for the founding of these
organkzations and the character of the nutlonul
ofticers who are now In churge of fraternity nfTalra
in ench crgunization will substantinte this faet,
The Interfraternity conference, which for the last
dozen years hoas done more to bring fraternlties
and fraternity wen together than any other ugency,
and which 1s constantly suggesting methods in the
fraternity of developing good scholarship, of
strengthening moral prineiples, and of encourng-
Ing loyalty to the college and co-operation with its
officers, 18 composed of a most representative
group of business and professlonal men—luwyers,
doetors, minlsters—and the best In the country,
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The Delicious Bread

—of Energy and Iron

ERVE raisin bread twice weekly on your
table for three reasons:

1. Flavor; 2. Energy; 3. Iron
You remember how good a generously filled,

full-fruited raisin bread can be.

Your grocer

or baker can supply a loaf like this,
Insist==if he hasn't one he can get it for you.

Full-fruited bread is full of luscious seeded
Sun-Maid raisins==rich in energizing nutris
ment in practically predigested form,

Raisins also furnish fatigue-resisting iron

for the blood.

Serve plain raisin bread at dinner or as &
gasty fruited breakfast toast with cofice.

Make delicious bread pudding with left-

over slices.
raisin bread.

No need to waste a‘crumb of

Begin this week the habit of raisin brra_d'
twice weekly in your home, for raisin bread is
both good and good for you.

Sun-Maid

Seeded Ralsins

Make delicious bread,

ies, puddings,

cakes, ete. Ask your grocer for them. Send
for free book of tested recipes.

Sun-Maid Raisin Growers

Membership 13,000

Dept. N-35-9, I'resno, Callf,

| J—

CHEVROLET 4

]

A Thousand a Day
Now Buy Chevrolet

The New Spperior Chevrolet is the most satisfactory low priced,
fully equipped, most economically operated automobile in the

world today.

This year's motor car ‘buyenl have recognized this fact to such
an extent that 1922 has seen Chevrolet become the largest pro-
ducer of high-grade automobiles in the world.

The New Superior Chevrolet has many improved

atures, It

has a new front axle assembly, a new rear axle assembly including
spiral ring and pinion gears. The clutch has been improved, In
addition to its service brake, a hand-lever emergency brakg has
been provided. The front and rear springs have been re-graded

to give casier riding.

With such improvements the New Chevrclet is indeed superior
—superior in first price because no car of similar equipment and
quality can be bought for less—superior in maintenance cost
because it has the lowest cost of operaticn of any car built,

Comparisons Sell Chevrolet

Standard Rear Axle Construction,
Strong, Quiet Spiral Bevel Gears.

Standard Transmission—three
speeds forward and one reverse,

Standard Braking System—f{oot
service brake, hand emergency brake,

Standard Electrical System—Start-
er, storage battery, electric lights,

Standard Cooling System—pump
circulation, large, honey-comb radia-
tor and fan.

Standard Doofa—two on roadster
coupe and light delivery, four on
touring and sedan,

Standard Instrumené Board —
speedometer, ammeter, oil pressure
gauge, lighting and starting switch
and choke pull.
Standard Type of Carburetor, with
exhaust heater.

Powerful, Valve-In-Head Motor—
the same type as used in successful
cars selling at much higher prices.

Demountable Rims-withextra rim.

Many Other Advantages which will
be noticed on inspection, como
and demonstration,

Investigate the Difference
Before You Buy

Chevrolet Motor Company, ‘etroit, Michigan

Division of General Motors Corporation
There are 5,000 Chevrolet Applications will

orld's Largest Manu-

be
Low«Priced Dealers and éetvkc Stations  from High Grade m

acturer of
QUALITY Awomoblles

hout t

inTer-
he World ritories not Adequately Coversd

Dealer Inquiries Should be Addressed to

Chevrolet Motor Company
Grand Avenue and 19th Street, Kansas City, Mo,




