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ALCOTT'S STORY.

Bynopais. — Pr. John  Michelsan,
Just beginning hin career, becomes
resident phystcian and companion
of Homer S8idney at Hartley house
Mr. Bidney s an American, a semi
Invaldd, old and rich and very de-
wirowa to llve Men, Sldney is n "
Hpanish woman, dignified and retl
vent, Jed, the hutler, ncis ke n
privileged member of the family,
Hartley house i o fine old tsolated
country place, with n murder story,
& "haunted pool,'” und many wateh-
dogs, and an atmosphers of mys.
tery. The “haunted pool™ 18 whoere !
Richard Dobson, son of & forimer
owter of Hartley house, had killed
hi® brother, Arthur Dobson,  Jed
hegins operntions by locking the .I
doctor in hin room the very frst |
might.  Dovter John fixes his door

w0 he gan't be locked In. e meels
“ Isobel, daughter of the house, and I

falls In love at first sight. In the
night he Ands the butler drunk and
holding Mrs, S8ldhey by the wrist
He Interferes. Mru. Sidney makes
Nght of it. John buys a revolyver
II John overhears Jed telling . Mrs

Bidney he will have his way In
reply shie says ahe will not hesitate
o kil him, Mra Sldney asks John
to consent to the announcement of

his engagement to 1sobwl The
young people consent to the mnke
helieve  engngement Later they
find It I8 to head off Jed, who

would marry Isobel. Jed tries to ||
KINl John, but  the matter Iy
ammothed over., John, though “en-
giaged' to Isobel, concenls his love,
Mr. Bidney visits a nearby prison
mnd hax Dobson, the murderer,
pointed out. Jod tells the story of
the Dobson murder, The family go
s#outh for the winter and John Is

lonekome,

— +
CHAPTER Vi—Continued.
A
Dr. Browne!l sugeested the winter

trip to the South, Mr, Sidney's vital-
Ity needed careful nursing. It was Im-
portunt to protect him from winter
rigors, even a8 they could be modifed
In n slckroom. The doctor sald he
himself folt the need of o change, e
preseribed one for both his patlent
nnd himself, He and Mr, Sidney made
the arrangements. Mrs, Siduey and
Isobel were to go,

© Arrangements went nhead rapldly,
and n sense of desolntion Increased
within me. Romantie folly came to its
accounting. The fairy story was to he
ended without youth's necessary “They
lived happlly ever after,”

The yacht came up to Its mooring
and lay by the landing for a week
while the provisioning was being cared
for. Hundreds of hottles of Mr. Sid-
ney's fine wines were put on board—
for the unspenkable Jed,

Isobel was eagerly anticipatory, Mrs,
Bldney, T thought, seemed merely to
be reslgned, with trepidation.

Doctor Browngll sald he was depriv-
Ing me of an Interesting voyage. 1If he
did not go, I should have been needed,
but/he thought It Important for his
elliclency that he conserve his strength
over the winter, and he asked me to
net o one of his assistants,

That was flattery. I¢ was Intended
to be so.

Mrx, Sldney wns the one who of-
fered me the real halm,

“John," she said, “we shall want
you with us. We shall miss you.”

“Don't you think, Mrs, Ridney,” 1
suggested, “that now we can conslder
this fiction terminated®”

“Yon mean your engugement to Iso-
bel %"

“Surely.”

“No, please.” she sald, “On the
bhoat there will he no problems. The
community 18 too comipner and must
be considernte. But when we come
baek, 'l need you jJust as hefore™

Ixobel sald:

“Good-hy, John,, Be at the Ianding
when we return,  You'll be the first
person I want to see”

I onght not Yo hinve bheon so discon:
golnte. These were falr portents, but
f portent does little to console n 1nss,
1 stood on the Hide dock and watehed
the saneht go down the river.  And
when B had disappeared helow the

. point of land south of the pool, all the
world was gad and lfe had no pros.
pects to glve it value.

Charles drove me to the elry, 1 was
a bit of humun driftwoml for a week,
It Aid not matter that they were com-
ing hack., They were gone; that was
the disaster. It was in the presont;
the future I# too ambiguons for conso-
Iation or comfort,

I went through o winter of ecstatic
distress, trying to be eflicient in my
discharge of professional dutles for
Daoctor Brownell and to he profession
ally composed in aspect and mind, 1
had an anguished delight o my experi
ences. My lponeliness was my mont
acute pain wnd my most  cherishol
comfort. T did not want Yo profane
the emotiopal salemniry” of so much
unbappiness by subjecting it frequent
Jy to the banal touch of sociable life
fn the ordinary. It was u Joy to be
profoundly unhuappy.

I had letters from the enchanied
party in the SBouth, Mrs. Sidoey wrote
twice n week with great affection, My,
Blduey once m week dietatsd to Jod a
Jetter, cordial and Jocular, for me. O
caglonnlly Jed added a shect for him
golf, kindly or rasplug as the mood
had hiin at the time,

Isobel nlso wrote, but with the great
et eccentrieity, While they were at
FPelta Beach 1 bad a Jetter & day frow

her for four days. Then I had none
for two weeks, although they remalned
at Pulin Boach. She made the post-
man o reagedian for me,

In one letter this virginal imp wrote
as If 1 were her lover, gnd that letter
wie ns the song of the mendow lark
from n snow-coversd fleld In March,
n& the odor of laes on a warm night
in May.

The Sidoneys went to the Bahamas,
but did not remain there, They wrote
me that Mr. Sidney was well. Doctor
HBrownell was convineed that all were
the better, himself Included, for their
experiment and that Mr. Sidney's con-
dition wonld permit a longer voyage In
his pleasant  ecirenmstanees. Conge.
quently they were golng on to South
Amerien,  Mr, Sidney wanted to revisit
Montevideo.

From Montevideo T hind a letter from
Jed in n diferent tone from his snrceas-
tie banter and taunting, T thought it
wans the letter of 1 man who had suf-
fered a shiock., T conld not say why 1|
thought =0, but T thought something
had disturbed him, 1 gathered the
Idea that something had changed Jed's
view of life.

Early in March enme lettors spying
thot my folks shortly wonld be on thelr
wi ¥ home, to arrive after onr uneer-
tunin spring hod resolved (tself securely
Into weather safe for a feeble man who
hnd aecustomed himself 1o luxurions
temperntures, 1 then felt Invogorated,
n% by u promise in March of hepatleg.
My winter was breaking up.

I wet an old-time aequalntance, &
dentist who hind been severnl years In
South Ameriea, His nome was Aleow,
Henry Aleott,

Alcott and I never had been Intimate
or affectionnte, but we greeted efch
other with ardor, T was lonesome, Al-
cott may have heen,  There Is o lones
someness associnted with a _return to
a place which has forgotien you and
recelves you as an alien.

We had dinner together and enjoyed
our meeting.  There was furtively, at
dinner, a reminiseent nmativeness in
his conversation, 1t suggested that hp
was smirking over exploits which he
might relate If his restraints were
broken down.

He had n talent for merely carnal
storles, They gained additional car-
nality In his telling of them. I must
have been given the record of half the
amatory experiences of South America
for two years. Alcott told them with
gusto, The one that fuscinated me he
did not emphasize more than the oth-
ers. As he told these storles he was
trying to convey the charm of sex.ad-
venture in Latin America. I think he
wanted, by other Instunces, to suggest
his own adventures,

A man named Sincllr—that was as
Alcott remembered the name, but It
might, he sald, have been St. John or
Southgrove or Sergeant or anything
else beginning with 8; It was long be-
fore Alcott's time in South Amerien,
and he merely told the story beeause
it was a stundardized episode-—this
man Sinclair, an Englishman or a man
from the States, a fairly young man,
nonyway, and attractive, had fallen In
love with a most chinrming young woms-
un of excellent family,

Alcott conld not remember whether
this Hitle eplsode hnd been stuged in
Rio or Valpuraiso or Buenos Alres or
where,

“It might have been in Montewideo,”
he sadd. He did not emphasize the re-
mark, but the remurk subsequently em-
phaslzed the story for me,

Sinclulr—Alcott thought we might as
well agree upon Sinclulr as a nomne—
had come out of somewhere ar no-
where and had made o great deal of
money.  When he fell in love, e wans
an wdvantageous mutch,  The puarents
avcepted him gladly,

Sinclalr and the young lady were
murried, hut he did not have the Latin
genlus tfor isolating and guarding o
wotiun,  Nelther id ke have the
genlus for completely Interesting and
nhsorhing a woman, He was in the
shiipping husiness, He was o very pruc-
tienl und business-ruled wan, but, Al
cott had Lieard, a genial and Jovial man
nevertheless,

Lovers came, as lovers will, The
lady was too charming and had too
much freedom, She was lnonocent and
gulleless, but her husband was not the
barrler needed.  Aleott sald he thought
she was of noble sort and was betrayed
by bher ldea that human beings had
character,

He wus not precise as to the dilem-
ma she had entered, how or why she
entered i, A man of reputation for
discreet gullantry, a handsome man of
atiractive culture, was encournged by
her frank and unchilled attitude to-
witd hlm to tey a desperate measure,

There was u designing servant in the
house.  The lover corrupted the serv-
ant and was Introduced Into the house,
The husband was supposed to be away
on a business trip, He came boack
whead of thwe, us hushands sometimes
do, and stopped at his club before he
went home,

A (riend of the lover suw him and,
knowing what was being essaved ot
the mwan's home, was aghast, e in-
duced other friends of the lover to try
to detaln the husband on one Jovial
pretext or another while he communi.
cated with the house. He was unsue.
Lceauful in his attempt to use the tele-

plione, The other men Were unsiueeess.
ful in their attempt to detain the hus-
band, The friend began a race with
the hushand to reach the house,  Un-
Inekily for him, the eab he ook not
only wis pulled by the faster horse,
but, he heing consclons that It wns 0
rance and the husband being  uneons
sclous of i, his deiver had  reasons
given him for speed,

It was unfortunnte for the frieml,
hecouse there was o tragedy Inter, aml
he was its vietim,  He areived in thme
to warn the lover, The lady, appalled
by the appearance of the lover, nghast
to conslder that she had been thought
0 unworthy as to attract these alten-
tions, and =uffering from a confusion
which blunted her Judgment, hoad not
enllenl her servants, but had endeave
ored with o dignity consclonsly self-
compromised 1o assert her self-respect
und recnll her lover's reason

In o turmoll of ahasing emotions she
wos engaged In this effort of self.con-
trol and assertion of dignity when the
friend destroyed all composure by his
unuouncement,  The lover wont in-
stantly out of & window, "The friend,
having his own dignity of Innocence,
would not vompromise his selfrespect
in this fashion, The hushoand arelved
upon n sceene which could not he exe-
plulned.  His wife, in spite of her of-
forts at conteol, was o hysteria The
friend’'s  presence  was  inexplieabbe,
Arrangements were made to satisiy
honor. The friend was Killed oo fash-
ion satisfuctory to the pollee anil whol-
Iy satisfactory to the outraged hios-
band,

Fhere wos the glituation : an innocent
man deawd, a wronged hushand
tied, the wife ahsolved by the romantie,
Iving statement of the man who snerls
fleed bimself, that In the transaction he

ISTARES

As He Drank More He Made Them
Personal,

had been presumptuous and the wife
entirely guiltless—and the guilty lover
gone scot-free, But the servant knew
Tremendous possibilities in this, Aleott
thought,

Then Aleott went to other stories, As |
hedrank more, he made them personal
I felt sick, It wus outrngeous for my
recollection to emphasize his merely
Incidental remnrk :

“It might have been Montevideo,"

CHAPTER VIL

It may seem unreasonnhle thint o
story by a man inclidentally met, an in
different acqualntance, bad started o
solvent at work on my mysteries, |
um discussing, now, matters 1 had
tried 1o keep out of my consclonspess
Things at Hurtley hod insisted g
an explanation which T did not want to
find or glve,

I could not Kill o curlosity, althouch
I was shumed by it 1 felt Indecent b
my almost nvoluntary conjectiubos re
gardipng Mrs, Sldoey,  Cleemmstanee-
did demand an explanation.  No o
could percelve the stennge (aets of e
house and not speculate ns 1w thels
cause. It might be unpleasant to o
80, but It was fmpossible not to do so
The predominating fuet, however, wi-
that my folks were coming home, an
1 knew that my affection for Mrs, Sid
ney bad become o snerament and
affection for Isobel g trogedy,

The yacht hrought these dear peopl
to the landing In the river at Hartley
house, I, in the city, was ealled o
the telephone by Isobel. There wus
dynamic value in the Inspiration of he
volee, She was, In her greeting, cheers
and wholesome, It was o glud, elean
“Hullo M—erisp and jovial,

My people enme home In May,
the day after thelr arrival 1 weny
Hartloy house with my heloneings, o
jolelng, In an ecstasy, to take the we
known ride into the wondertul
of funcy and endeared companionsh
by the haunted pool and into the jovi
household,

Jed, 1 knew ns soon a8 I saw hly
wias  changed-—not  violently hur |
some fashion and perceptibly, Mr, Sl
ney was not. His genlality eould no
change. He made me feel that he ha
misged me and was relolead to see i

Wikl

| Fon

'fee and the mornlng paper,

ngain, Mrs, Sldoey seewed, spirituaily,

to continue to lean on me for gupport,
a thin® that I perceived In abasement
and with a sense of unworthiness and
unrelighility. TIsobel was s whole
gome 08 the alr. In the most pleasant
eircumstanees lfe was resumed at
Hartley house,

Jok had not wholly lost hig tricn.
lence and his ocensionnl Aashos of
malevolence, but he was subdued, |
thoueht he seemed furtive,

I usked Mrs, Sidney If she hgd ob-
servedd a change,  She suld it hod not
occurced to her to think of It ns a
chunge, but there had been n differ-
ence for which she was grateful. She
remembered that when they were mak-
Ing their visit to Montevideo Jed had
gone down to the docks maid had come
bnek obviously disturbed,  She had oh-

*

BUILDING

PUBLIC ROADS BUREAU WORK

Plans, Specifications and Estimates
Are Examined and Approved
in Short Period,

Over 60 per cent of nll applications
fnr{ml--rul ald are handled in the dis-
trict oflices of the bureau of publie
ronds, United Smntes department of

| agriculture In an average of five days;

servidl the fact without giving mach |

thought 1o 11, She was pot sure but
thut there had been an smelioration of
Jed sinee then,  She had regdeded the
event o Insignificant, It mlght Lave
had 0 meaning, but If 8o, It was ob-
wenred,

Onr dnys were of pleasant rontine,

but nevertheless, for reasons which
I hive teied to make perceptible (f
pot  expliclt,  the  expectation  wns
tonched by drend,  We hind, for sey.
eral monthe, no outstanding Inecident
or disturbing happening Mr. Sid
ney s healih remained  exeeptionnlly
god  He erested a new interest In
hi= Hie: he had not forgotten his visit |

T the penitentinry, nnd he was eagoer
to do whit he eould for the conviets

Evldently he thought of his resteiot. |

ed lite n= something not wholly slien
excopt for its comforts, to theirs,  The
most that he econld do woas to sondd
hoolis and ocepsionnlly 1o prepare o
Humlny afternoon program of music
to e given by o small orchiesteg which
b o bronght out from the eity,  He
never went back ta the penitentinry,
bt onde n week Jed or T deove aver
and he was interested in one necennts

Juwil wing beginning to wear off the
fine nspects of his gomld hehavior,
Same ambition tortared this
e, and some pewer he had not com
plotely used invited hilin to make full
use of It

I hnd tmplored Mrs. Sidney to In
fortn me Instuntly i hee beeame ob
nosions ngnin, T amderstoosd bow Im
portant it was to protect Mr, Sldpev's
penee of mind, Wt T thonghy 1 b the
upper hand of Jed—=alrhough not

restless

nn-

!
the

derstunding his case at all—uand conld
|

mnnaze him,
|---nhl",
st hy

knowing that ¢he was pur-
the ridienlouns cmbitlons of
the muan, found amusement In It, 1
found only moral nausea. T eould
see Jod's arrogance arising agnin, and
tuwlee a week 1 was awnkenal by his
singing In the hallway as he eame from
drinking in My, Sldney’s room. .1 was
expecting something to happen: and
sumething did, but It was certainly
not what 1T expected. It opened up
i new phinse of the mystery.

ne morning I was walting for Jed
o bring my coffee to the pleasant
rpom which he early In our acquaint-
ance had recommended. Not the least
curions thing about Jed was the fact
thot he seldom In his sober moments
was anything but a perfect servant
when service was demanded, It i
not watier how seriows and deadly the
Issue might bhe between Jod and me ns
mens; when the matter lay between
Jed and we ns servant and served, Jad
wak the servant., Therefore, po mat
ter how things might stand with nse
when, In the morning at an early hour
I went to the room Jed originally sug
gested, 1 expected him to come with
my coffee, and he always did.

itowag my hahit to arise at seven
o'clock and be dressed and In this
by half-past seven, 1 usually
rend a book untll Jed brought the cof.
It wns n
mxurious and resiful experience te
have this hour ench day,

Thizx morning In question Twas rend
ing plackdly when looking out the win
dow, T was startled to see a strunge
flevre of a mon on the lnwn,  He was
cluse to the hovse, aliost under my
window, and I even ecould see (liat he
waore carrings,  He hond a handkerchiet
around his neck, He was swarthy and
bigek-halved. 1 thought he was Span
ishy, nand 1 thought he was n saflor
These were only lmpressions, bhut thes,
fdeatified him for me Inter. e was
passive and was looking up ot the
house In an Interested but  pozzled
fushion, harmtessty, one would hove
sald, It the who!lv unexpecied nature
of his presence had not been in itselt
sienitiennt,

Men wenring enrvings were nod sc
common of sight as to allow one wear
ing them o be unnoticed, Strangers
of any kind seldom came our way
strangers of his Kind were extraordi
nury. He waos looking up at the win
dows as If he s=ought the answer to
something that had interested if not
mgstitied bim. 1T knew, in every In
gtinet, that he had not come In by
cannce but by design.,

I was looking, leanieg forward, at
this sirnnge phenomenon on the lawn
when a crnsh of metal and breaking
chinn gnve me o shock, Jed—whom 1
had not heard entering—had seen over
my shonlder the stranger on the lawn
and had dropped the eoffee tray.

“You knew that man and you
wanted to kill him."
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VIO BE CONTINUELD)

Don't Read When Drowsy.

To read or stady when tired o
drowsy I8 to strain the eyes to a dan
gerous degree, wrltes W, M. Carhart
in Pubke  Health,  Avold  evening
study whenever possible. If you are
using your eves hy artifieinl lght, he
sure the I]s{ﬂl daes not shine directly
into the eyes, and 1ry to have It ceme
from behind and to the left'side so as
to avoid the harmful gluce

b —— Y v

| Concerning

00 per cent of them poass the chief
engineer's office In Washington to final
npproval In four days, The plans,
specitientions and estimates which the
gtates furnish and which have to he
reviewed, sometimes checked, and als
ways reported on in detall with speclfle
recommendations, pass  the  disteiet
engineer's oflice at about the same
rote us the applications and B per
vent of  them pnss  the  distriet
engineer's office In three and o bhalf
days, There pre at presont over 3,000
netive  fiddernl  ald  projects In the
United States,

The federal ald act Is administered
with three per cent of the approprin-

| tions and this fund Is carefully con-
| trolled

vl month on the basis of
actunl  performance under  the law,
A= an Hllustmtion of eflicient adminis-
treation, distriect No,o 8, with  ofllees
locatend o Montgomery, Alahnm, cost
government STS5IT from Decem-
Ber, 006, to Apeil, 1920, Inclusive, This
Is nn avernge of 21,916 per month,
Reports from the disirict engineser for

that districr show that the burean's
engineering review pd  techniceal ail-

vice in connection with state projects
submitted] have Tesulted In large save-

Ings In rond, construction, A siu;:le.
case In one stale wus revisd hy the
distriet engineer’s offive ot o saving

_—

Granite Blocks Laid and Rammed —
Maintenance Cost of This Kind of |
Pavement ls Less Than That of Any
Other Kind.

of $1363826. Another project was
redesigned to cost $10.000 less at the
time the plans were reviewed by the
burean.

EMPLOY CONVICTS ON ROADS

Satisfactory Results Reported From
Twelve States Where Experiment
Has Eeen Tried.

Twelve states have trled the em-
ployienr of convier labor for road
bullding thoroughly, and report that
the results have been  satsfactory,
They are Arizonn, Oklahoma, Florida,
Muaryland, Finols, Loulsiana, Rhode
Island, New Jersey, Wyoming, Utah,
Idaho amd Nebraska,

Sinee the United States governiment
has made 8 great appropriations for
good ronds, which the states are du-
plicating ns the federal law requires
s fast as thelr legislantures meet, the
departiment of agriculture has  heen
mnking a complete survey of the meth-
of rowd building in the states,
thee use of conviet labor
the conansion from these reports 18
that where the convicrs are well fed
and housed they work well, save the
stute In coustruction costs, anid them-
selves profit phystoally and mentally.
—Syraense Post Standard,

mls
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CASH FOR IMPROVING ROADS

| Total Amount for 1919 Placed at $138,

000,000 in Report by Bureau o.f

[
Public Roads.

An Important report, which pos-
sesses peculinr interest for all motor-
Ists, regurding good rond progress dur-
Ing the present year, nmade by the bu-
reatt of publiec roads of the United
Stutes  department  of  agriculture,
shows thar for 1919 the expenditure
for hard-surfaced highways estublish-
es o new record, In so far ns the de
partment’s rond program I8 concerned,
the totnl amount belng  S138,000,000,
The ingieation® are that the follow-
Ing vear will exeecd this record by a
Inrge margin, as the availghle funds
for rond expenditure hy the Imrem_l
for 1020 gmount to  SEEL000,000,

Money for Good Roads,
Thirty-seven states in this country

huve authoriked  the expenditure of
SA5.041,720 for good rotids In the next
Bve years,
Cash for Lincoin Highway,
An allotment of  S12000,0000  has
heen wade for bnprovements to the

Lincaln highway.
Highways Destroyed by War.
Muore than 25,000 miles of highways

wore destroyed o France durlng
world war.,

HAS NO
" PAIN NOW

What Lydia E. Pinkham's
Vegetable Compound Did
for Mrs. Warner.

Onalaska, Wis.—* month I had
such p ny

|l"|wmnl|||mu| 1 suf-

fered so it seemed

P as though I would

\ S 4 {die, and I was not

regular either. |
i . suffered for a yea

. and was unfit to do
| ‘I my housework
'h - could only wash
| dishes once in a

s while. 1 read an
v N ladvertisement of
wled pawd ) whet Lydia E. Pink-
ham’s Vegetable Compound had done
for other women and decided to try it.
It surely did wonders for me., [ have
no pains now and I can do my house-
work without any trouble at all.
will always praise your medicine as
do not believe there is a doctor that can
do as much good in female weakness,
and may use these facts as a testi-
monial,”’—Mrs, LESTER E. WARNER,
R. 1, Box 69, Onalaska, Wis,

The reason wbmen write such letters
to the Lydia E. Pinkham Medicine Co.
and tell their friends how they are
helped is that L!dil E. Pinkham's
Vegetable Compound hasbrought health

happiness into their lives.
€rom their illness they want to pass the
jood news along to other sufferin
&omen that they also may be relie

]

<l
|
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saves you
money. Have
your stove
shine like

Kidney, Iiver, bladder and uric acid
troubles are most dangerous be-
cause of their insidious attacks.
Heed the first warning they give
that they need attention by taking

GOLD MEDAL

CAPSULES t

The world's standard remedy for thews

disorders, will often ward off these dis-

esases and strengthen the body ageinm

further attacks. Three rizes, all druggist,
for the Geold Medah

foske -r-c | on overy bam

Co ation
Vanishlies
Forever

— Permanent—Relief
CA 'S LITTLE LIVER FILLS
never fail. Purely vege.
table—act surely but
ently on the
iver,
Stop after-
dinner dis-
tress—cor-
rect indiges.
tion; improve
the complexion — brighten the eyes.
Small Plll—Small Dose —Small Price

SULPHO SALINE SPRINGS

Located on our own premises
and used in th':m

Natural Mineral Water Baths

Unsurpassed in the treatment of

RHEUMATISM

Heart, Stomach, Kidney and
Liver Dseases
Moderate charges. Address

DR, 0. W, EVERETT, Mgr.
faih and M Ste. Lincoln, Neb,

If & man is bound to kick, give him
room,

Use

M

Keep Your Eves
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