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ME recent death of his royal highs
ness, Chao Fa Chrakrabongs Phivas
narth, Pripce DPhitsanulok, the heir
presumptive to the Siamese throne,
directs attentlon to the faet that
King Kama VI Is the first bachelor
kKing of Siam In 20500 years. And,
what is more, It Is international
diplomatie gossip that he Is walting
to win an Amerlcan woman to share
his throne. One renson may be that

King Rama has seen  American
benuties In twenty states of the
Union,

Rama VI, known to his own people ns Semdet
Phra Paramindr Maha Vajirnvudh Mongkut Krao,
Somdet Phira Rama Thibodl VI, Is one of the most
interesting monarch, writes Frederick Dean, M.
A., in the New York Tribune. The first bachelor
that ever sat upon the Slumese throne, he is said
to be waiting for an Amerlean girl to share hils
throne. The king's grandfather, Maha Mongkut,
used to say that he desired—and had—a member
of every famlily of note In his kingdom In hias
“household.” No outsider ever knew just how
many wives he did have. His gon, Maha Chula-
tongkorn, the father of the present king, had three
wives on the day bLefore he was made crown
prince, On that diay he marrled ninety-seven
wmore to make up the complement of one hundred,
which was the proper number of wives for the
erown prince to have. When he dled—ten years
ngo—he had between 7.000 and 8,000, When his
son, the then erown prince, returned from his long
stay In Burope—he had spent a third of his life
in England, Franee, Germany and Russla, and had
made freqguent viglts to Delgium, Italy and Spain,
Norway, Sweden and the Netherlands—his father
presented  him. with a  collectlon of Slamese
beauties, saying:

“My son, here are something over a hundred
of the beautles of the court for you to start light
tiousekeening with, and to these you may add as
vou see fit”

But the young prinee, much to the discomfort
of his royal father, told the monnreh that he wounld
have none of this wholesale marringe business,
and added that when he was ready he would marry
“one wife, and she shall be the queen of my heart
as well ag the queen of my realm.” His father
took the deelsion of hiz son very much to heart
and some have gone g0 far ns to say that his boy’'s
stnbLorn adherence to his word helped to end his
roynl father’s life, When his  majesty Maha
Vajiravudh—known thereafter as Rama VIi—
came to the throne, as there wus no gueen and
no helr, a crown prinee, or, ug they say in Siam,
an helr presumptive, had to be chosen, and the
1ot naturally fell to the Iate Prince Phitsanulek,
who was a brother of the king by the same
mother,

Siam ls a polygnmons country, According to
Hlamese Inow a man may have a8 many wives ns
e can support, The households of royalty ran
into almost countless numbers. Ol King Mong-
%ut, the grandfather of the present monarch, used
to say:

“1 ke large families, I have elghty-six
<hildren,™
The present king has something lke twenty

half-hirothers and any quantity of half-gisters, In
dolng nway with the royal harem his majesty
struck a blow ot one of the oldest and most funda-
mentnl customs  of  the  country, And if he
chonses to step out of the beaten track and marry
a forelgner he will be eareving out hut one mnors
aof lilg unexpected reforms, for which he has been
poted ever sinee he eame to the throne,

Bama YI Is a remarkable man in many res
spects, At the age of twelve he wns sent to
Enelamg, where he fitted Into the foreiga school
reghne @ legs than six months,  He plaged foot.
bl at Itughy, learned to fence, vide and swim;
entered into tournaments of goll and tennis, Mirted
and wrote love lyries. Later ha went to Heidel-
perg, where he erossed swords with the daredevils
and drank nnd sang his way Into the hearts of his
follow workers, Iteturning to England he entered
Christ college, Oxford, where on graduntion he
took the first prize away from seven of the heain-
jost of Dritishers, andd then went to Parvis, where
be wrote a play that wan produced at the Comedie
Feanenlse : he returned to Germany and wrote his
thesis for his doctor's degree In Gecman, and,
after visltlng every ecourt in Europe, retarncd
lome by way of Amerlen, where he stopped long
s aough to pay the president an extended vislt and
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“looked over" twenty of the statea of the Unlon.

He |Is the only enstern monarch with a western
education—the most democratic despot In the
world, For Siam Is an absolute monarchy; pos-
gibly the most ahsolute monnrchy in  existence
today. Itnma VI holds in the palm of his hand
not only the property nnd possessions of his
0,000,000 subjects, but thelr very lives. A few
years ago, when China was in the throes of npt
one, but of several revolutions, and had declared
two “republies,” the spirit of unrest started to
trickle down into little Slam, but stopped at the
bhorder., Siam Is ealled the kingdom of “Muong
That™ (“the People of the Free™), and nothing
could enter that paradise to disturb that “free-
dom."” The country Is so prosperous, the taxes
are 80 low, the ndvantages ure so numerous that
those living In Cochin-Chinn on the east and In
Burma on the west are elnmoring to get over the
Slamese fence to hecome partakers of the plenty
that awalts all who make thelr howmwe In this en-
chanted land.

A ruler who Is so wise and so good, so gener
ous and so far-slghted, Is capable of performing
many modern miracles. He I8 but forty vears of
age and has been on the throne ten years, His
father rulidd for forty-two: his grandfather wns
hale and hearty at sixty-three,  With his constl-
tution of iron and his well known temperance In
ull things nothing but an untoward aceldent should
deprive Sinm of her democratie ruler and the
world of one of the progressives of the age,

Over a half century ngo King Mongkut had in
his palace what he ealled his “Awmerican room.”
Around the walls were paintings of every presi-
dent of the United States. Often he has been
heard to say:

“I nin planning my own country on the customs
and the laws of Amerien.”

His son, the jate King Chulnlongkorn, sent his
gon to the White House in Washington for a visit
“that has been denied me, and which T con-
sider to be one of the greatest of deprivations.”

Ever since S8lam was  opened  to the West
Amerien Lins been foremost in the minds and the
hearts of the Slamese rulers. And If in his hest
Judgment this eastern monnreh shoall find o sult-
able mate among the women of Ameriea he will
but cement the long friendship between the land
of the “free’ of Asia and that other land of the
“free” of Amerien,

Muny years ago a Siamese monnreh found him-
self nmong o people withont a womnn of high
enongh rank for Lhim 1o make his queen, So he
maeried his own sister,  Sinee that thne the cos-
tom has prevailed that the roling monareh must
marry fut least one of his half-slsters, for the
helr must be possessed of roval blood on bhoth
gliles.  The late queen mother was the hinlf-sistor
of Wiz malesty, Maha Clhinlalongkorn, Hep sons,
therefore, were oligible to kingship. The late prince
wis the pext In age to the king, nnd, In every
way, wing the righiful heir to the throne, Eduenrad
In Fneliand and Franee amd having lived for a
long time in Russin, where he was eaptiain of the
gunrd to the ezar, It was Imt natural thor he
follow In the footsteps of many of the othoer mems-
Bers of the nobillty and the royal family of the
Stnmese eourt, and morey o forelgner, 118 cholee
wins o Rusefan lady, not of royal hivth, hur of
goml Mpenge, who heenme Prineess Catherine of
the Slemese court, The new prinecess wss g vl-
vielflons voung womnn, handsome, elever, n good
linguist and an all-around wife worthy of the bril-
Hant man she had eaptured,

She was quick to pick up the Slamese tongue
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and gpoke It luently—so fluently that she heesme
the go-hetwoen and yterpreter for Sinmese nobil-
Ity and maony of the other valing BEuropenn lndles
whe, like herself, hnd morried the bluehlonds of
Sinne She was the firgt of thelr number to don
the Sinmese costume amd wore it with such groee
that the others soon followed, and not long ago
the queen mother was delighted to see all of
the “forelgn princesses™ appenr before her, robed
in the brilliant-hued dress of her own conrt,

Of ecourse, helnge a forelgner and not  belng
equal In blood to her royal hushand, 1t would bhe
Impossible to think that one of her two  8ons
shonld possibly wenr the Slnmese erown. And so
tie cholee may Lie the third son of the lnte King
Chulalongkorn and his roynl sponse the Inte queen
mother, who hefore her marringe wns known as
I'rincess Sawn 'a Pongse.  This third =on, Prince
Nnkorn Ralasrima, iike his brother, the king, Is
unimarrled,  Ilis younger brother, however, Is
mareled, and mareied to a half-sister, a daughter
of King Clmlalongkorn, [Ilis  Issue, therefore,
would be In line for the throne,

What may work a great change in the policy
of the king at the present erisis s the fact of
the denth of the queen mother, who died Inst
November nnd wns cremnted Iast month. She
wns a woman of great character and her opinfons
had welght with her son, the king. As a child
ghe wans n brilliant creature—in both mind and
hody. Long hefore she wng chosen to be the
queen of her royal hrother she was enger to learn
everything that “brother” learned and nothing
wns ton hard or too difficult for her Impatient
and Impetuons mind,

In after life the little princess proved to be all
that she had promlsed as a child, A lover of the
beautiful, ehe demanded and had about her the
beautiful things of life, Not only flowers and
colors and jewels for the hody did she demand,
It Aowers and colors and fewels for the mind,
Never hefore had the voung women of Sinm =o
universa! an opportunity for study., The queen
mother Imlt school after seliool—schools for the
princessps—over which her own niecs was plaeed
ns “sehonl mother” and for the staflf of tenchern
of which she gearched England, Europe and Amer-
fea.  Not content with this she Instiroted other
gehionls for the others—girls who had no royal
blood In thefr veins, hut who had brains in their
heads—primary  schools,  graded  schools,  high
schonls,

Long hefore the war she had become interested
in hospital work and had hospitals for the women
of Sinm ns plentifully geattered throughont her
kingdom ag had her royal hushand planted hos-
pltals for men, And, when Siam entered the war,
it was the queen wmother who started the Red
Cross work and gathered around her the chief
women of the nntlon, Not content with the hos-
pitals aleeady  bullt, she bailt still another—
lurger and hetter equippml than any other in the
kingdom, and for it she sent to the unttermost
parts of the world for the best in every depurt-
ment

When the young king overthrew all precedint
and declared that he wonld not marey nny of his
half-glstors—ihint he would not tolerate the roval
parem—and that rather than this he would e
main single, it was the gueen mother who stood
by him and who assisted him In bringing out the
“wormen of the conrt'” and compelled them to bhe
recognlzed as a part of the new scheme of things,
At hls majesty's coronation ceremonies the youne
women of the eourt—the king's half slsters nnd
others who would naturally have become mem-
horg of hls household=——were, for the first thae in
Rliniess higtory, seen ot the royal hail, in the
theaters, at alnners and othier royal poblle fane-
tions. It was the voung king who deereed the
noew arder, bt
wha mde the new crder o practical
the Nfe of the Sipmese conrt.

Siam & oa tiny little Kingdem, so cunningly
tueked nway under the eaves of grenter Ching thnt

factor in

COMING EVENTS
IN FALL SUITS

UCH es<entlal things as sults, and
| other clothes for the street, are
Jnunched by thele manufacturers long
(before the season for thelr wearing
(I8 at hand.  This must be done so that
merchants may buy them a little In

I:m!wuu-n of the time when they are

it was the fulthful queen motber |

the nvernge globe trofter pnsses It by withont so |

mueh 08 4 backward glance. Bat
gton Nngers, and, Hngerieg, s lost In the lure of
the tuxory of this diminntive As<intie paradise,

For Siam Is the richest eountey of lis size In the |

worlil, nand thoge who have lived there longest,
celnlm that It 1s most faseinnting.

The eaplitnl of the =tate, Bangkok, 18 situnted
an the Menam Chao P'hiva (*the Roval Mother of
Waters"), a stream that, vislng up In the tenk
forests of the North, entz In twain hoth the eonn-
ey add its eaphtnl and, bhrondoning its banks, lowa
malestionlly past the fishing villages, pngr (he
padidy fields and empties into the Gulf of Stam,

The eapitnl 8 ten upstream, a elty of
nearly nine hundreed thonsand persons,  Te 18 eall
el the Yenlea of the East and it has more eanals
thin 115 nnmesnke In the Adriatie.

The Sl are n goft-voleed, plepsyere-loyvine
prople t the ¢orners af' thelr mouths turn up
are always looking for something better,

LR

thiey

hiee who does |

'needed,  September finds the publie
‘nterested and October finds them buy-
Ing very hrlgkly thelr practical elothes
for genernl wenr and there 1s consid.
ernble business earller, for outfitting
young women who are golng awny to
gchool,

It I8 for the benefit of such fortn.
'nnte young persons that the very at-
itractive sult shown In the Ilustration
18 offered for conslderation In August,
It 18 one of many attractive creations
'that are specinlly well adapted to the
Unes of youthful figures, Drawing
‘such concluslons as may be gathered
this early In the senson, skirts are
to vary considerably in width, the ex-
tremely narrow ones not appealing to
ipeople of the best judgment and there
are really not any models that can
be ecalled gevere in line among the new
conts, Skirts may be plain or plalted.
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Conts nre a matter for rejoleing, haw
Ing those wvague outlines that are
called  “easy" and are particularly,
smart, There Is a great variety o
them and In sleeves, which may grow
less ns the senson grows older. It
nll depends upon the nppeal of the sevs
eral styles to the publle.

One cannot go wrong in the seleetion
of a sult like that one shown In the
pleture. It has a stralght skirt In &
conservative length and just wide
enough for comfortable walking. The
cont Is straight with narrow belt con=
fining 1t at the walst and there are
very long ends at the front, finished
with tassels, It reveals the persist-
ence of embroldery and embrolderel
effects In styles for fall and Indieations
are that this vogue hns not reached
the erest of the wave In its popular-
ity. The eollar merits special atten-
tion, being a mixture of styles and
a novelty. It 1s so arranged that it
can be thrown about the throat kg
a short scarf and Is prettily finlsheid
with flat tassels, Buttons secure it In
the position shown by the picture.

PIN MONEY PROPOSITIONS

INERE are women In every com-

munity who would llke to earn
pin money by some means that will
not Interfere with thelr home dutles.
In the larger cities there are “short
hour" women employed In the shops,
with hours from eleven In the morn-
ing untll three or four In the after-
noon, who find they can manage thelr
houschold affairs and go to business
too. But thelr homes nare usually
small and convenlent apartments in
which housework I8 reduced to a
minimum of effort. The same oppor-
tunities do not come to women In the
smuller towns and villages or on the
farms. In the larger communities
nlso there are opportunities of mer-
chandising In a small way. Some
women, familinr with millinery, do a
thrifty lttle business In the spring
and fall of the year, buying and sell-
ing hats which they display in thelr
own homes., Walsts and neckwear
prove worth while for others. A busl-
ness of this kind 12 usunlly condnected
by women who have had experience
in a store nt some time,

Ahout the most salable of all things
are good fools, Women who excel In
nny direction, as In making bread or
enke or preserves, jams, pickles, or In
canning frults, have an opportunity to
bulld up a permanent source of in-
come If they can Introduce and mar-
ket thélr products, Many of them are
using the parcels post for shipping dl-
rect from country to elty. The first
requisite 18 to gather together a few
enstomers, and this must be done
elther through solleitation by mall or
by personal solleitation, A friend will
gometlmes undertake to place farm
products among her acquaintances In
the elty, and after the producer gets
in touch with a few regular customers
these can be asked to recommend
commodities to thelr friends. Pre-
gerves, Joms and plekles, being less
perlshiable than fresh frolts and more
profitable, ought to prove interesting
prospects to women who excel In mak-
Ing them.

Women who llve near the mailn
traveled ronds used by motorear tours
Ists often pick up considerable money
during the summer months selling all
gorts of entables to the passers by, A
signpost at the side of the rond di-
rects the hungry and thirsty motor
party to the wayslde refreshments,
andwiches, hard-bolled eges, bread
and butter, donghnuts qur! cookles are
wonvenlently haudled,  Women who
dnd themselves nedr summer camps

for boys or girls ean usually arran
to furnish supplles of some sort :z
them, v
Besides these usunl means of plek-
Ing up pin money there are opportu-
nitles for women who own and drive
cars. In summer and winter resorts’
they get together sightseeing parties
and take them on short motor trips
that yleld a pretty profit, or they es-
tablish a regular trip carrying people
to and from certaln polnts, Women.
have proved themselves quite equal to
driving meotorcars In all parts of the
country. Some young women have a
very happy faculty for entertaining
chlldren. They undertake to look
after a nunmber of little ones one or
two afternoons In each week, releas-
Ing mothers from thelr care for a
brief time. The chlldren must be
brought to the home of thelr enter
tainer and called for. She provides

Jor their nmusement and gives them

any attention they may need, for a feey
By looking after a number of them
regularly the income I8 worth while,
Some women and girls are success,
ful In soliciting subscriptions to peri-
odicals and books. Some do well sell-
Ing merchandise, as stockings, corsets,;
embroideries, among thelr friends. I
considering the matter of making p
money It 1s necessary first to take
stock of one's accomplishments to de-
termine what work Is easy to excel In.
Women who know how to plan all the
detalls for entertalnments, luncheons,
dinners and parties are In demand In
thickly settled communities and many
of them turn thelr gifts to good ac-
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The Meodish Overblouss,

A boon to Umited Incomes Is the
modish overblouse, which may be made
in all lingerie types and, alded by a
single skirt, gives the appesrance of
muany diferent frocks, One of the
smartest versions of n more elaborata
gurment was developed In heavy filet
mesh, hip ngth, dyed jode green, The
nack lne was Influenced by the present
oriental mode and reached In stralght
beaded bands from shoulder to shouly
der,

An overmlddy of blue crepe de chine
i3 embroldered In an allover desiyn In

white beads, :
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