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HOW WARREN . HARDING WAS

NOMINATED BY THE REPUBLICANS

Story of the National Convention at Chicago,
the Struggle to Build a Platform and
the Selection of a Ticket.

GOVERNOR COOLIDGE GIVEN SECOND PLACE

Wood, Lowden and Johnson, Leaders in the Early Balloting,
Eliminated at the Behest of a Senatorial Coterie
and a Dark Horse Wins the Race.

By EDWARD W. PICKARD.

For President—WARREN G, HARD.
ING of Ohio.

For Vice President—CALVIN COOL.-
IDGE of Massachusetts.

There I8 the ticket with which the
Republicans hope and Intend to regualn
possession of the natlonal government
next fall.

For presldent, a man from the home
statg of many presidents, a stntesman
of long experience and solld reputa-
tion, who has been a member of the
United States sennte since 1914, n
member of the “old gunrd” who stands
well with the Republicans who wre in
control of the scnnte.

For vice president, the governor of
the Bay state, who was virtually un-
known to the natlon at lurge untll the
strike of Boston policemen and his vig
orous course In its suppression gave
him a vast amount of publicity and
made him the favorite son of Massa-
chusett® In the balloting for first place
on the ticket,

These gentlemen now etand before
the electors of the country on n plat-
form that I1s so broud that It embraces
nearly every tople and Issue of the
day, though there are those who assert
that In gome places the plunks are
perilously thin. Its bullders, how-
ever, malntaln that there is no danger
of the candldates falllng through the
weak spots, and It may be that, with
some Judiclons straddling and side-step-
ping, this will prove true,

Struggle Over the Platform,

Beldom, if ever, has the cholce of
a presidentinl enndldate been 8o close-
Iy connected with the bullding of the
platform—or It might be more exact
to say the rejectlon of a cundidate,
For If Hiram Johnson and his sup-
porters could have compelied the ndop-
tlon of just the plank they demanded
on the League of Nntlons Issue, the
Callfornia senator, and he alone, could
with consistency have consented to yo
before the people standing on the plat-
form, As It was, his threat to bolt the
party caused a long deadloek In the de-
liberations of the comnilttee on reso-
lutions and at last forced the adop-
ton of a plank bnsed on the cabled
suggestion of Ellhu Root. That wise
man bad gone to Europe, but kept in
closa touch with the dolngs In Chl-
cago and at the eruclnl moment his
plan was presented to Johnson, Borah,
McCormick and the other “irreconcll-
ables" and accepted by them,

The resolution as flually incorpo-
rated In the platform, and swullowed
by the convention, almost without a
qulver, completely avolds any pledge to
ratify the treaty of peace and the
lengue covenant with or without reser-
vatlons, strongly Indorses the action
of the Republiean senators In that re-
gard and promises that the party will
work for some kind of international
arrangement for the peaceful adjust-
ment of disputes between nations with-
out the sacrifice of Amerlean sov-
ereignty.  Thus, as will be seen, the
way Is left open for an adminlstration
elected on this platform to do almost
anything It sees it In this regnred, ex-
cept to ratify a treaty and lengue cov-
enant such ns  President  Wilson
brought home from Paris,

" Wilsen's Policies Scored.

For the rest, the plutform, In brief,
geores President Wilsgon and the Dem-
ocratle adminlstration for their unpre-
pareduness for war and for the equally
unprepared conditlon of the nation for
the reception of peace. Denouncing
the anutocratie ngswmoption of author-
ity by the president, the platform
pledges the restoration of constitution-
al government, ‘U'he epubllenn con-
gress I8 pralsed for its eMorts 1o cope
with the problems caused by the presl-
dent's gurse,

The farmers galned thelr requested
support for extension of farm lonns
and the right to engnge in co-operutive
marketing and buying.

The Industrinl plank was the sub-
Ject of much discussion. Some of the
committee members, presumably speak-
ing for big business, favored n plunk
for the prevention of strikes by luw.
Governor Allen and others wanted the
Kansas Industrial court plan Indorsed,
And President Gompers traveled all
the way to Chicago to tell the com-
mittee what kind of plank the Amerl.
ean Federatlon of Labor demanded,
None of these requests were satisflod,
but the plank adopted recognlzes the
Justice of collective bargaining and
continues :

“The strike, or the lockout, as a
means of settling Indusirinl disputes,
inflicts such loss and suffering on the
community as to Justify government
fnitlative to reduce Its frequency and
limit ite consequences,

“We deny the right to strike ngalnst
jshe governmagnt ; but the rights and iu.

‘a change In the Income tax law,

terests all government employees
must be sufegunrded by Impartiol laws
und tribunnls”

On Economy and H. C. of L,

The fullure of the administration to
retrench during the post-war perlod
and the additlon of thonsands of swl.
vel chalr warmers are derlded and the
party pledges liself to a policy of
economy and a earefully planned re
adjustment. The need of an execn
tive budget and condemnntion of the
prestdentinl - veto that defented this
financial reform was coupled with
enustle charancterizatlon of the man-
ner In which the president, according
to the Republicans, clings to his war-
time powers, Revislon of taxation
also I1s demnnded,

Coming to the great Issue of the
high cost of llving, the commitiee
drew up a declarntion to the effect
thut the present conditlons are the
hesult of an Inflution of the currency
and of credit which the party pledges
Itgelf to correct by deflation, the pre-
ventlon of unreasonable profits and
the stimulntion of private thrift by
The
party reaflirmed its bellef In the pro-
tective tariff, and pledged the encour-
angement of an American merchant mn-
rine by the application of the work-
man's compensation act and the ex-
emption from canal tolls of the mer-
chant marine,

Profitecring was condemned, govern-
ment ownership of rallways opposed,

waterwnys encournged and the regula-
tlon of industry and commerce prom-

Mra. Warren G. Harding,

Ised In order to prevent monopolles, Re-
sumption of trade relations with every
natlon with which America Is at peace
wns pledged, No chonges were prom-
Ised In the existing immigratlon lnws,
but the bhettering of naturalization
lnws was pledged, and the party went
on record as fuvoring a policy by

which Amerlean women who mnrry
forelgners shall not loge thelr oltlzen.
ship.  The government's nuthority to

deport and exclude undesirable wllens
was upheld, but asurance was glven
that the rights of free spoech, free
press and free assembly will not be
ubridged,

What They Sald of Mexico.

A large numher of minor toples were
handled In the platform, and then
came the plank on Mexleo, It denlt
very severely with President Wilson's
policy and pledged that the party will
not recognize wny Mexienn governs
ment unies the lives and properiy of
Amerieans there are protected. Ar
menia came next In the lst of plunks,
Deep sympathy was expressed for the
Armenians, bot the president was
condemned for aneking for authority to
necept an Armenlan mandate and it
was added that (b Republican party
was unalternbly against the nceeptunce
of a mandte for any country In Ku-
rope or Asla,

The men who fought In the great
war were assured of the party's (Jeep
gratitude and were promised 1hernl
legislation for the eare of the is
ubled, Infirm and depondents.

Though Willlam Jennines Brvan was
present throughont the entire life of
the conventlon with the pyvows) pur-
pose of persuading the
to Insert o “dry”

Republivans
plank In their plat.
form, he failed—posaibly becnnse the
timely decision of the Supreme court
seomed to render unnecesary nny ex-
plieit  deelaration, The conventlon
merely declared that all lows shonudi
be enforeed, and let 1 2oont that,
Women and Irish Displeased,

Two other elements also worp

disupe
pointed, These

were the suffragists

“ Pepubhc:dn No

rnrnee
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und the fribnds of the Irish “republie.”
The former, under the leadership of
the heads of the woman's party, were
in Chieago In strength and during the
entire week maintained around the
Collseum a line of plekets bearing
banners that warned the Republieans
that the women demanded the fran-
chise and would be satisfled with no
less, A plank wag Inserted in the plat-
form urging Republican leglsintures
that have not acted to ratify the sof-
frage amendment, but this did not ap-
pease the Indles, In the last few mo-
ments of the last session they dropped
from n balcony a great yellow banner
on which was the stutement that they
wanted votes, not planks, As for the
Irish, they, too, made a blg demon-
stration In Chieage and De Yalera, the
president of thelr “republic” was there
to deliver a speech before a grent gath-
ering. But something went wrong with
the plans; and the plank which was
tentatively shnped for the platform
sulted them so lttle that it was omit-
tedd entirely and nothing put In its
plnce, There wans n story that this
resolution had been drawn up by Jus-
tice Cohnlan of New York In the hope
that It would be unsuitable and that
the Democrats In 8San Franclsco would
he ¥nabled to tnke advantage of the
clrenmstunce, 8o, though considerable
space has perforce heen glven to the
platform of the Republican party, it is
not because It must be consldered ns
n great or a purticularly strong pro-
nouncement, Lots of men and wom-
en in the party are far from pleased
with muny parts of it, and It must he
confessed that the writer falled to find
anyone who was crazed with enthusl-
asm over It,

The story of thls convention would
be intensely Interesting If one could
tell all the truth about the secret in-
fluences that governed its actlons. On
the surface It was not a very exclt-
ing affalr, and the enthusiastie out-
bursts that characterized some of Its
sessions appeared too often to be fice-
tlous. For five days the 14,000 dele-
gutes, alternntes, seat-holders and pos-
sessors of tickets that allowed them to
stand about the few open places and
hamper everyone else gathered faith-
fully in the Collseum, prepared to howl
with glee over expected contests and
triumphs,  But most of the time all
they ecould do was to cheer for
thelr favorite on ocension and try o
keep  up  with  the  strong-lunged
cheer and song lender who had been
brought up from Camp Devens,

Bossed by Senators.

From the first It was heralded ns
thut most unusunl thing, an unhossed
convention. All the experts asserted
that the delegates were golng to do ns
they pleased and that the old-time
leadership was impotent, For a day
or two this seemed true, but then the
sennte coterfe got Into actlon, and
from that time to the end what was

[ rend and adopted,
| place on Thursday,

done wns generally what It wished
done, Mo sturt with SBenator Lodge
wis selected ns temporary chinleman,
nnd was continued permanently in the |
place, the entire temporary orgnnlzw|
tion helng retained,  On the wll-im-
portunt committee on resolutlons there |
were numerous senntors and ex-senn-
tors, and they pretty much dictated
the makeup of the platform. In the
gelection of the ticket thele Influence |
wusd =een and felt In every move and
overy shift of votes, clenr down to the |
moment when Senator Harding re. |
celved the ballots that made him the
convention's chojee, AN this thme the |
greatest of the old-time party bhosses
still nlive, Senator Boles Penrose, lay
on a slek bed In his Philadelphila home,
Bat a direet telephone wire was roun
into that room and there was scearcely |
un honre of the day or nlght when he
was not In communiention with |||.\l‘
friemd, John T, King. He knew all
thnt was going on, amd It Is fale to
agsume that in most enses he knew
beforehand that It was golng to o on, |
What happened, happened hecanss he
willed that 1t shouldl happen,  I'his 15
not written exactly In eritielsm, for It
muy he that whiat Penrose decroed

will sult the party and result In s

victory In November. But the fact
cunnot be blinked that some emiment
Democrats who attended the conven-
tion went away with grins of sati=fne-
tion decornting thelr faces,

Lodge Was Too Scholarly.

To go back to the begimning ngnin,
something must be sald of the keynote
address by Chalrman Lodge., 1t was
one of the most scholarly efforts of its
Kind, and the great mnss of the dele-
gutes, to sny nothing of the auldlence,
utterly falled to comprehend It The
senntor did not once descend 1o the
level of most of his hearers, and con-
sequently he falled to urouse any grent
mensure of enthuseinsm.

It was noticeable that this address,
ns well as every other speech and the
platform as well, devoted (ts denuncl-
ntory pnssnges not to the Democratie
party, ag Is usually the case, hut to
President Wilson. It was always his
anets and hils policies that were con-
demned—and the Innguage used In
dealing with him was scorching. Of
course, the renson for this is that,
from the viewpoint of the Republicans,
Mr. Wilson has been the Democratie
party for the last seven years.

The first day found three candidntes
In the forefront of the race for the
nominatien, and while the prelll-
narles were completed thelr workers
were stroining every nerve to have
them make the best possible show on
the first ballot. These men were Gov-
ernor Lowden of [linois, General
Leonard Wood, and Senntor Hiram
Johnson of Californla. From their
elaborate headqunrters In the hotels
swarms of men and women flocked to
the Collseum with banners and but-
tons and Hterature. Each of them
was certain of victory—for publie con-
sumption—but each of them knew In
his heart that he could not win If the
sepatorial bosses had their way. All
the rest of the possible candldates
really ranked as dark horses, They
included Herhert Hoover, Dr, Nicholns
Murray Butler of Columhbin university,
Gov, Calvin Coolldge of Massachusetts,
Senator Polndexter of Washington,
Senntor Howanrd Sutherland of Waost
Virginla, Governor Spronl of Pennsyl-
vania, Senntor FPhilunder Knox  of
Pennsylvanin and Senator La Follette
of Wisconsin, A long enough list In
ull  conselence, From these dark
horses, It was predicted, wonld emerge
the winner, and the prophecy was ful-
filled.

Routine Work, Then Oratory.

It required three days to get through
witih the preliminary work of the gathe
ering and to have the platform bullt,
The latter took
As has been sald,
the resolutions met with alwost unanl-
mous approvial, A young wan from
Milwnukee wns tha only dissenting
member of the committee nnd he pre-
sented a minority report that embodied
many of the policles advoented by Ln
Follette. The nudlimee dld not want
to henr him and he took advantnge
of thelr lmpatlence to try to pluce him-
gelf In the position of a martyr, but
Chalrman Lodge eleverly forestalled
this, and the minortly report was
gpeedily dumped into the waste hasket,

Friday was the day of oratory. Men
who thought themselves eloquent nnd

| others who renlly were eloquent mount-

ed the speaker's platform In procession
throughout most of the day to place
before the conventlon the names and
qualifications of the candidates, In
IMANY Cases Woimnen were among those
who seconded the nominations, and
usually they ncquitted  themselves
muech more fo the satisfactlon of thelr
hearers than did the wmen, for they
were brlef, snappy and gruceful of
address,

On the roll eall of states Arizonn
vielded to Kansns, and Governor Hen-
rv J. Allen stepped up to nominate
Genernl  Wood, Though obviously
nervous and not qulte adequnte of
volce, ha did his excoellent subject
full ustice, =etting forth specinlly the
fine record the general had made in
Cuba and the Philippines, and his pre
paredness for war when the great
conflict broke out,

“We heard from him ne platitndes
about o willlon men springing to nrms
over nlght,” eried Allen, and everyone
strafned for o look at Mre, Brvan, who
sut I the press stand close to the
speaker,

The governor went on to deseribe
Wood's skilltul tralning of an nrmy
and his unselfish snd uncomplulning
devotion 1o duty when he wus Kept
from going to Europe in command of
the boys whom he had taueht how to
fght nod coyquer,  He also recounted
the genernl’'s success in quelling labor
and ruce disturbanees within the last
year or so, and dwelt on his popular
Ity with the very men whom he had
been sent to qulet,

Wood's Feathery Ovation.

As the governor censed speaking a
storm of uppluuse broke out, uand un-
other storw of red and green feathers
fell from the rafters all over the
bhouse.  The Wood delegates marehed
through the aisies, led by Beveridge
of Indivon and Frank Hicheock, and
the tumunit continued for half un hour.
“If Woold drops teathers, | suppose
Johnson  will drop Hght wines and
beers [rom the rafters,” lnughed Mr,
Bryun, and someone sald: “Get your
cup reudy then, Willam,"”

The demonstration was eanlmed at
Inst—renlly it did not sein very s]hon-
tueons—and after Frank Knox of
New Hampshire bhad wade a seconuding
speech, the Hirst of the convention's
woumin  orators appenred,  She wis
Mis, Corinne Rovsevelt Robinson of
New York, sister of the late Colonel
Roosevelt, . With much of the colonel's
nre and vim, she told why Leonard
Wood should be the nest president, nnd
she told It so well that prolonged -
pliuse rewarded her efforts,

Governor Lowden's turn came next,
and the honor of presenting his name
was entrusted to Congressman Roden-
berg of Ulinols, n big wan with a big
volee  who made an  old-fush wed
gpeech that hit the andience In the
right way, He, too, had an excellent
subject, whose couse was handicapped
only by the revelations of excessive
expenditures brought out by the sen-
ate committee ag the instigation of
Johnson und his friends,

Lowden's ovation outlasted that for
Waood, bur was no more enthusinstic,
It was featured by a displuy of ban-
ners and portralts of the candidate
and by o pretty girl In a cerise sweat-
er who was carrled on men's shoulders
at the houd of the paraders.  Lowden,
too, had a4 woman among his second-
erd, Mrs, Fleteher Dobiyns of Chlengo,
a clever politlelun und good speaker,
Then Governor Morrow of Kentucky
told why the Republienns of hig stnte
lovedd howden and wanted him  for
prreesident,

Johnson's Sponser a Failure,

Charles 8, Wheeler of San Fraocisco
hid been deputed to pluce Senator
Jolinson In nowination, and much was
expected of bim, because o reputation
for tiery eloguence had preceded him.,
Put, though his address was smooth
anid his volee pleasing, he scored the
worst faliure of the entire eonvention,
He evoked some cheerlng from the gal-
lerles by a denunciation of the League
of Nutlons, but soon after made the
gross mistake of twitting the reserva-
tionists on having been worsted by
Johnson In the committee on resolu-
tlons. The delegates did not relish
that, nor did most of the others In
the hall, Then he made an unfortu-
nate allusion to the eampnlgn expendi-
ture revelations, and as those had hit
mogt of the candidates, thelr friends
resented it with boos nod hlsses, Mr,
Wheeler smilingly walted for the row
to cense, and proceeded to flulsh an
address that was fully twlee as long
as it #ould huve been.  His poor per-
fopmance enst o wet blunket on the
planned demonstration, and the Cali-
fornin delegates, nccompunled by a few
others, marched rather sadly through
the nlsles, listlessly waving flags,

Far better than Wheeler's was the
gpeech for Johnsen by Thomgs D,
Schall, the blind congressmun from
Minpeapolls, and better, also, were the

-

seating, the

brief talks by Richard Doherty of New
Jersey, Charles P, O'Neil of Michigno
and Mrs. Katherine Phillips Edson of
Callfornin.

Now began the parnde of dark
horses, They were led forth as fol-
lowsg: Calvin Coolldge, by Speaker

Gillette of the house of ropresentaiives
and Mrs, Alesander Peiffer; Butler, by
Ogden Mills of New York; Pritehard,
by Marion DButler of North Caroliong
Hoover by Judge Nathan L, Miller of
New York: Harding, by Frank Willis
of Olilo; Sprontl, by Willlam L Schaf-
fer; Polndexter, hy George Ho Walker,
and Sutherlnnd, by Joseph M. Sunders,
When Wisconsin was lvnuln-ll on the
roll call the clerk pansed expectant-
Iv, bt nao one appenred 0 pomibate
Lo Follette, and the crowd secined
gratefrul,
Balloting Is Begun.

The powers thuat were decreed that
«overn! ballots shonld be tuken that
tdny hefore wljonrnment, and In an ex-
eiteel hush the enll of the states was
hoegun,  The husli did not last, hows-
ever, for every consbiderable vote for
any otie nEpirit was geeeted with thie
chevrs of his friends,

A=z hnd been foretold, Wood led
on the firet ballot with 2871 voles,
Lowden wus second with 2110, and
Johinson guthersl In 133%.  The oth.
ers In genernl werenecorded the voles
of their home states and a few more,
OF the Wikeonsin delegation 24 voted
for Ln Follette; and It mny ns well
b recorded here that those 24 dele-
putes kept voting for La Folletre,

o the hitter end,  And every time the
announcement was greeted with groans
und hisses from the gallerles,

In the following three hallotg Wood
climbed to 31414, which the wise ones
sild was ghout his maximumn strength,
Lowden also Increased his vote, golng
up  to I8, while Johngon reached
14016, The votes  for the dark
horses did not vary to any great ex-
tent though Butler lost stendily and
Pritehard coon dropped out entirely,
By this thme eve,vone wns residy foe
o rest gand the convention adjourned
to Saturday morning,

The Break to Harding.

The crowd flled the Collseum to
sulfocation on what wns destined to
be the Anal day of the convention, for
it wns felt that the eonferences of
the preceding night would be frultful,
The senutorinl eoterie hnd been In ses-
slon many hours and the word wus
passed around that they had picked
on Hording a8 the nominee,  In the
early ballots of Saturday theOhionn
did not gain rapldly, and all were
wilting for the moment when the hig
delegntions from New York, Pennsyl-

vilnin wmd Massachuserts wonlil find
the time ripe for a break. The men
from the Keystone state hiad  been

voting almost solldly for Sproul, fer
the hosses were not decided hetween
him and Harding. And the New
Yorkers really did not know to whom
to throw thelr streength,

Johnson's vote dwindled gradunlly,
and then the Lowden column sudslosty
hezan to go (o pleces.  He was really
the vietim of the shift, for the Waood
delegations stood by the general ulmost
o the lust moment. On the ninthy
ballot It was seen that Harding
could be “put meross,” =o the urcer-
tuin ones climibed Into the band #oge-
on on the renth and gave the Ohlo
senntor o ogrand total of 674%, which
wag I81 more than necessary to noln-
Inate,

The hubbub was deafening and after
Pennsylvania put 60 votes in the Hard-
Ing colmmn the elerks conld scarcely
complete the roll eall, At Its finisle
the usual wotion to make the cholee
unanimonus was made, but  those 24
La Follette men from Wisconsin voted
in the nezative and marred the love
feust,

Coolidge Gets Second Place.

There still remained the tusk of
selecting a vice presidentinl  conli-
date, Senator Lenroot of Wisconsin,
Governor Allen of Kunsas, Governor
Coolldge of Massachusetts and Caol,
Huarry Aunderson of Virginia  were
placed In nomination and the roll of
the states was called,  Lenroot re-
celved o good vote, but Coolidge was
the eviident faverite and long
the roll was completed his nominntion
wus nssured, The 24 La Follette men
voted for Senntor Grouna,

With some dificulty Chairman Lodoe,
whose volee was gone, managed to hold
the delegntes together long elough to
pass the usunl resolutions of thanks
to the officials of the convention anl
to the city of Chicogo, and then the

b ie

republican convention of 1020 cnne
to un end,
Convention Well Handled.

The munugement of the convention
hall renliv deserved thanks, (or e
polleing and the other
arrnngements were the best ever soen
in such gantherings. The Collsenm was
handsomely decornted and well Hghread
and the comfort of the delegntos nd
guests was as well looked ofter as
could be expected. OF course the uwyal
swarm of Sergeants at arms wus ores
ent, clogging up the alslos ool pop-
ting In the way of the wo < it
that Is Inevitable, for the Inition
of those badges s a peogn e of the
loewl Republieans. It wis Lo worse
this time than usual, The doors were
In charge of a foree of ex-service men
under the counmend of Genernl Ryan,
and thelr work was done with millvary
efficlency

Everyone hind good things to say
about the musie supplied by Johnny
Hand's band, which was statloned In
a lofty Hitle gallery. On oceasion It
wis led by John Hand third, o sturdy
chap o breilliant uniform who used the
haton presented 1o hils fother, Arinin
Huand, by Theodore Roosevelt nt the
Progressive conventlon, It was mmde
of wood from trees on the “Wiver of
Doubt,” whieh the colonel discoyepml,
(Copyright, 1020, Western Newspapor Uniou »




