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CHAPTER IX.—Continued.
— G

Back In Conward's office, while the
agreement was belng drawn, Irene was
possessed of a consuming desire to
consult with Dave Elden, She was
unensy nhout this transaction in which
her mother proposed so precipitately
to Invest the greater part of thelr 1it-
tle fortune. *I think I would hesitate,
mother,” she cried. *If yon buy this
house we will have only a few thou-
sand dollars left. Your health may de-
mand other expenditures—*

“My health was never hotter,” Mrs,
Hardy interrupted, “And I'm not
going to miss u chance like this, health
or no health. You have heard Mr,
Conward tell how many people have
grown wealthy buylag property and
selling It agnin. And I will sell It
agnin—when I get my price”

“It Is as your mother says" Con-
ward Interjected, *“There are very
rapid increases In value. T would not
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“There Must Be an End Somewhere,”
irene Murmured, Rather Weakly,

be surprised if you should be offered
an advance of ten thousand dollars on
this place before fall.”

“There must be an end somewhere,”
Irene murmured, rather weakly,

But her mother was writing a check,
*1 shall give yon five thousand dollars
now,"” she sald, “and the balance when
you give me the deed, or whatever it
fs. That is the proper way, isn't 1t7"

“Well, it's done,” sald Irene with an
uneasy Inugh which her excitement
pitched a little higher than she had
intended.

In nan adjoining room Dave Elden
heard that laugh, and It stirred some
remembrance In him. Instantly he
connected it with Irene Hardy, The
truth wans Irene Hardy had been In
the background of s mind during
every waking hour since Bert Mor-
rison had dropped her bombshell upon
bim. And now that volce—

Dave had no plan., He simply
walked Into Conward's office, His eye
took In the little group and the mind
behind caught something of its por
tent. Irene's benuty! What a quick-
ening of the pulses was his as he saw
in this splendid woman the girl who
had stirred and returned his youthful
passion! But Dave had polse. He
walked straight to Irene.

“I heard your volce,” he sald, In
qulet tones that gave mo hint of the
emotion beneath, “I am very glad to
see you ngaln” He took the hand
which she extended, In a firm, warm
grasp; there wag nothing In it, as
Irene protested to hefself, that was
more than firm and warm, but It set
her finger tips a-tingling,

“My mother, Mr. Elden,” she man-
aged to say, and she hoped her voice
was as well controlled as his had been,
Mrs. Hardy looked on the clean-bullt
young man with the dark eyes and the
brown, smooth face, but the name sug-
gested nothlng, “You remewmber,”
Irene went on, “I told you of Mr, Kli-
den. It was at his ranch we stuyed
when father was hurt.”

“But 1 thought he wns a cow punch-
er!" exclaimed Mrs. Hardy,

“Times change quickly in the West,
madam,” sald Dave, *“Most of our
business men—at least, those bred in
the country—have thrown a lasso In
thelr day. You should hear them brag
of their steer-roping yet in the Ranch-
men's club.”

Irene’s eyes danced, Dave had al-
ready turned the tables; where her
mother had Implied contempt he had
#et up & note of pride,

“Oh, I suppose,” sald her mother,

for lack of a better answer., “Every-
thing 18 so ahsurd In the West, Dut
you were good to my daughter, and to
poor, dear Andrew. If only he had
been spared. Women are so unused to
these business responsibilities, Mr.
QConward, It is fortunate there are n
few rellable firms upon which we ean
lean in our Inexpeilence,”
. “Mother has bought a house,” Irene
explained to Dave. “We thought this
was a safe place to come"— A look
on Elden's face caused her to pause.
"'Wb:. what 18 wrong?' she sald.

Dave looked at Conward, at Mrs,

, and at Irene, He was Instcot-
aware that Conward had “stung”

It was common knowledge In

circles that the bottom was

golog out. The firm of Conward &

Elden had been scurrying for cover, ng
quietly and secretly as possible, to
avold alarming the publie, but scurry-
ing for cover, nevertheless, And Dave
lind sequiesced In that polley, Ilis
position wus extremely difficult,

“I don't think T would be In n hurry
to buy,” he sald, slowly turning his
eyes on his partner. “You would per-
haps be wiser to rent a home for a
while, Rents are bocoming easler.”

“Dut T have bought,” sald Mrs,
Hardy, and there was trinmph rather
than regret in her volee, *I have pald
my deposit.”

“It 1s the polley of this firm,” BElden
continued, “not to foree or take nd-
vantage of hurried declslons. The fact
that yon have already made a deposit
toes not alter that poliey., I think I
may speak for my partner and the
firm when I say that your deposit will
be held to your eredit for thirty days,
during which time 1t will constitute an
option on the property which you have
selected. 1If, at the end of that time,
you are =till of your present mind, the
transaction ean go through us now
planned; and If you have changed
your mind your deposit will be re
turned.”

““Conward shiffed under Dave's direct
eye., He preferred to look at Mrs.
Hardy. “What Mr. Elden has told
you about the polley of the firm Is
quite true,” he managed to say, “But,
as it happens, this transaction is not
with Conward & Elden, but with me
personally. 1 find It necessary to dis-
pose of the property which I have just
sold to yon at such an exceptlonal
price"—he was looking at Mrs. Hardy
—'"and naturally Icannot runa chance
of having my plans overturned by any
possible change of mind on your part®
“I am entirely satisfied,” sald Mrs,
Hardy. “The fact that Mr, Elden
wants to get the property back mnkes
me more satisfled,” she added, with
the pecullarly frritating laugh of a
woman who thinks she is extraordi-
narily shrewd and is only very silly.
“The agreement is slgned? snld
Dave. Ile walked to the desk and
picked up the documents, and the
check that lay upon them. His eye
ran down the familiar contract. “This
agreement I8 In the name of Conward
& Elden,"” he gald, *“This check 1s
payable to Conward & Elden.”

Conward's llvid face had become
white, and It was with difficulty he
controlled his anger. *“They are all
printed that way,” he explained. *I
am going to have them indorsed over
to me,”

“You are not,” sald Dave. “You are
charging thls woman twenty-five thou-
sand dollars for a house that won't
bring ten thousand. The firm bf Con-
ward & Elden will have nothing to do
with that transactlon, It won't even
Indorse it over.,”

A fire was burning In the grate.
Dave walked to it and very slowly and
deliberately thrust the agreement into
the flame,

“Well, if that doesn't beat all 1" Mrs,
Hardy ejaculated. *“Are all cow
punchers so discourteous?”

“I menn no discourtesy,” sald Dave,
“If my behavior has seemed abrupt, I
assure you I have only sought to serve
Doctor Hardy's widow—and his daugh-
ter.,”

“It 1s a peculiar service,” Mrs, Har-
dy answered, curtly,

“l can only apologize for my part-
ner's behavior,” sald Conward. “It need
not, however, affect the transaction In
the slightest degree. A new agreement
will be drawn at once—an agreement
In which the firm of Conward & Elden
will not be concerned.”

“That will be more satisfactory,”
snld Mrs, Hordy, She Intended the re-
mark for Dave's ears, but he had
moved o a corner of the room and was
conversing in low tones with Irene,

“I am sorry I had to make your
mother's acquaintance under clrenm-
stunyges which, I fear, she will not even
try to understand,” he had sald to
Irene,

“Oh, Dave—>Mr, Eiden, I mean—that |
Is—you don't know how proud—you
don't know how much of a man you
made me feel you are” She was
flushed and exeited, *“Perbaps 1
shouldn't tulk like this. Perhops—"

“It all depends on one thing,” Dave
Interrupted.

“What Is that?"

“It all depends on whether we are
Miss Hardy and Mr. Elden or whether
we are still Reenle and Dave,"

Her bright eyes had fallen to the
floor and he could see the tremor of
her fingars as they rested on the back
of a chalr. She did not answer him
directly, But In n moment she spoke.

“Mother will buy the house from
Mr, Conward,” she sald. *“She is like
that. And when we are settled you
will come and see me, won't you—
Dave?"

When the Hardys had gone Conward
turned to Elden, *We had better try
and find out where we stand,” he sald,
trylng to spenk dispussionately, but
there was a tremer in his volee,

“I agree,” returned Elden, who had
no desire to evade the issue., “Do you
conslder It fair to select Inexperi-
enced women for your vietims?"

Conward made a deprecating ges-

tore. “There I8 nothlng to be gained

T

CSRODDDBER,

by quarreling, Dave,” he sald.
us get at the facts,
ngreed ns to facts,
as to procedure,”

When we have

his shoulder townrd Conward, watcle
ing the dusk settling about the routhlli
City. i
“I think," sald Conward, “we ea
ngree that the boom 1s over,. We hm':}
done well, on paper,
Is to eonvert our paper Into cash.”
Dave turned about. )
don't claim to be any grent moralist,
Conward," he gaid, “and I have no pity,
for a gambler who dellberntely sits In
nnd gets stung. Consequently I amd
not troubled with any self-pity, nor
any pity for you, and If vou cnn got

I have nothing to say. But if It Is to
be loaded onto women who are in« |
vesting the little savings of thelr Hves |
—women like Bert Morrison and Mrs,

good deal to say.” Dave went on with
rieing heat: “If business has to be
done that way, then I say to he— with'
business!"

“I asked you not to quarrel,” Con«
ward returned, with remarkable com4
posure. “I suggested that we get at
the facta. Now, granting that the
boom Is over, where do we stand? Wgq |
are rated as milllonaires, but we
haven't a thousand dollars fn the banki |
at this moment, This"—he lifted Mrs.
Hardy's check—"“would have seen us |
over next payday, but you say the||
firm must have nothing to do with it. |
And which is the more lmmnral——slnoo] |
you have spoken of morallty—to nc- |
cept labor from clerks whom you ecan't| |
pay or to sell property to women who{ |
sny they want It and are aatisfled with |
the price? We have literally thou-
sands of unsettled contracts. We
must keep our staff together. We have|
debts to pay, and we owe it to our|
creditors to make collectlons so that!
we can pay those debts, and we enn't,
make collections without a staff. Why,| |
on the property we are now holding)
the taxes alone will amount Lo twenty! |
thousand dollars a year. And I put'
it up to you, If we are going to stnml|
on sentiment, who's golng to pay the|!
taxes?” !
“I know ; I know,” sald Dave, whose
anger over the treatment of the Har |
dys was alrendy subsiding. “We are !
in the grip of the system. Still—In]|
war they don't usually kill women and; |
noncombatants. That Is the point I'm,
trying to make., I've no sentiment|
nbout others who are In the gnme as
we are, If you limit your op»rntlonsii
to them—" i |
“The trouble Is, you can't. They'u”
wise, Most of them have ualready
moved on. A few firms, like ourselves, !
will stay and try to fight it out; try,) |
at least, to close up with n clean sheet,’ |
Iif we must close up. But we ean't||
wind up a busines without selling the
stock on hand, and to whom are we to
sell if not to people whe want it? That
is what yun seem to object to,” i
“You place me In rather an unfalr
light,” Dave protested, *“What 1 ob-|
jeet to Is taking the life savings of
people—people of moderate circum-

“Are All Cow Punchers So Discour |
teousi”™

stances, malnly—in exchange for prop+
erly which we know to be worth next
to nothing."

“Yet vou admit that we must clean
up, don't yout"

“Yes, 1 suppose so."

“And there's no other way. Dave,”
sald Conward, rising and placing his
arm on his partner's shoulder, *1 sym-
pathize with your point of view, but,
my boy, it's pure sentlment, and oenu-?
ment has no place ln business," i

Dave dropped the subject. There
appeared to be nothing to galn from |
pursuing it further, They were In the
grip of a system—a system which had |
found them poor, had suddenly made |
them wealthy, and now, with equal
suddenness, threatened to make them

be killed.
(TO BE CONTINUED,)

Cattle Eat “Rubber Cakesa™.
Experiments at BSingapore have

and other stock can be produced from
the residue of Para rubber seed after
the extraction of an oll comparing ta
vorably with linseed olk

The thing now |

[Clever Mér'l_fagement_ |
of Braid in Suits

“Lofg |
then we may agreq ‘
“Shoot,” suld Dave. He stood with |

“You know I

rid of our holdings to other uumhleri |

Hardy—then I am golng to have q[
|
]
|
|

| nsed

poor agaln. It was llke war—kill or |

shown that n feeding cake for cattle

i
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“CALIFORNIA FIG SYRUP”
IS CHILD'S LAXATIVE
Look at tonguel

Remove poisons

from stomach, liver and
bowels.

Brald nnd buttons have been the ac-
edstomed decorations for suits for so
long a thone that we take them ns w
matter of course aml nre not surprised
to find them mnong ony <enson’s o=
duetions,  Thelr popnlarity ebhs ol
flows: oceasionally there s 0 sensob
when they alimast disappenr and then
comes a time when there is no getiing
nway from thers, They hinve heen ot
the ebbh for the pnst
sparingly but most cleverly usad In in-
genlous  ways that are surprisingly
novel, Like the veturn of old friviuds
nfter an brnid and  bone
huttons are weleine, especianlly when

nhsence,

we diseover them so smart and orig- | brabd evidently made up thelr minds to

Inal In applleation

The sult at the right has a few_but-
tons amnd o little braid, but these are |
with  consmmmate tnste, The |

brald nppenrs I o luttice-work ap- |

WHITE GOODS SALE |

| the sealp of every particle of dandruff,

The hends of well regulnted hotuse-

holds take Inventory of the wardrobes- very

of thelr families in January, whh n
view 1o replenishing  umndermuslins,
Thig §s the thae alse to go over the
househola  Huen and maintain
Its standard of plllow  cuses,
towels, el

Early In January the white goods
mles are featured in dry goods stores
plong with showlngs and sales of un-

st

sheit s,

I dermuslins

Siyles change less In undermuslins
than in other apparel, although there
pre usually new and Interesting de-
velopments on trinl In the Janunry
snles, The it of shecrness has
been reachod and there Is a renetion
awuy from 1t and nway from silks,
They have becowe too popular and
too showy to sult the fastidlons, A
return to fine cottons und handwork
is a step In advance, which evidences

the cultivatlon of good taste In peo- |

ple who hnve money to spend and are
lenrning how to spend 11

Batiste In good qualities I the fa-
vored fabrie for underthings, Al
though it 15 fine and dainty it stands
! up well under the strain of wear and
tubbing. Like other clothes the most
economleal practice Is to have a sup-

ply large enough so that the same gor-

Wi SpMsons— |

pligue on the front and binek of the |
coiat, which Is a vague-fitting belted |
model, conservative pnd graceful, But- |
tons nre sor along the top of the pock-
efts and on the narrow helt at the back.
It is n sult for any clilme or any sea-
S0, |

The sult ot the left differs only by
having more battons set In two long
rows ut the baek, with bands of birakl
Jolning them,  They form o narrow
el thot is turned under, in most un-

espected fushion, ot the bottom, It is |
litele, unvsva! toaches of ks kil i
that g elothes distinetion, |

Designers who determined  to use |

| think up new wavs of applying It
These nre only two of severnl braid-
terimmed mdels that have compelied
ndmivmion for thelr originolity anwmd
Ingenniny,

ments do not have to be laundered
uften, New chemis and nlght-
dres=os, blouses, pettlconts and corset
covers mmde of it do not differ much
from those of last year., A pretty
nightdress, shown in the pleture Is a
good wodel (o copy, and other gar
ments can be mnade with the =ame de-
slgn In decoration. Very narrow cross-
e tneking, tine val lace edging, set
togethier with beautiful, painstaking
exnctness, necount for its trimming,
A novel manngement of the tucks re-
veuls them in groups Instend of sin-
gle tieks o the eross hars. The Ince
Is =et in o seallops and a litle fine
embroldery finds pluce on the seallops.

Morning  Jonckets, neglligees and
breakfast caye come In for consider-
ntion ut this season, also the holldnys
brought ont the usunl nomber of pret-
|ty eaps of sllk or ribbon and lace or
net, A feow of them nre made with
[ wire support ke the glorifled Dutch
Chonnet shown In the pleture which re-
:lm!rl--- lnee, silk and n-lttle ruching,
| together with the ingenulty of a good
copylst 1o make It

je =g

Accept “Callfornia” Syvrup of Figs

| omly=look for the name Callifornia on

the package, then you are sure your
child is having the best and most harm-
iess laxetive or physle for the little
stomach, liver and bowels, Children
love [ts deliclous fruity taste, Full
directions for child's dose on each bot-
tle,  Give it without fear,

Mother! You must say “Californla”
—Adv.

Chinese Beauties,

An expoert has turned his attentlon
o what e calls “the oxquisite coms
plexion of the Chinese women,” This,
he elaims, is not due to enpmeling, ns
is generally supposed, ot to eareful
manipulntion of the face by the most
EXPErT IIESeUSes,

They begin ¥ o pentle pinching o
the cheoks hetween (he tips of the'r
fugers, an operation that consumes a
period of ten minutes. Lotlons are ap-
sliedd by means of ahsorbent cotton,
then comes an unguent and there fol-
lows n knending of the cliveks with an
extrome dotieney of touch, nlways pro-

Cevedding From the nose and commissur es

of the lips townrd the enrs.

HURRY! YOUR HAIR
NEEDS “DANDERINE”

Get rid of every bit of that wugly
dandruff and stop fall.

To etop falling halr at once and rid

gt a small bottle of “Danderine” at
any drug or tollet couater for a few
cents, pour a little in your hand and
rub well Into the scalp., After several
ahplications all dandruff usuaily goes
und hale stops coming out. Every hale

' In your head seon shows new life, vigor,

brightness, thickness and more color.
—Advy,
To Be Sure,
“R[ir, I hear you called me a polin-
el nomentity.”

“1 dld not. I merely sald
conlin’t he elected (g catcher.”
“Tan’t thur the same thing?”
“Not oar ol A man might bhe de-
fented for dog eatcher, and still have
enongh friends to mnke him n person
of some importance o his voting pre-

cinet."—HBirmingham Age-Hernld.

ASPIRIN FOR COLDS

you

Name “‘Bayer” is on Genuine
Aspirin—say Bayer

Insist on “Bayer Tablets of Aspirin®
in n “Bayer package." containing prop-
er directions for Colds, Puln, Head-
nche, Neuralgla, Lumbago, and Rhen-
matlsm, Name “Bayer” means genuine
Aspirin prescribed by physiclans for
nineteen years, Handy tin boxes of 12
tablets cost few cents, Aspirin is trade
murk of Bayer Manufacture of Mono-
aceticncidester of Salicylieacid.—Adv,

What Time Might Do.

Old Goldbags—Whnat's that!  You
really mean to tell me you love my
tunughtar for hierself nlone?

Hordupe—Yes, sir; but 1 think £
could lenrn to lllove you t-too, sir, in
t-time, sir,—~London Tit-Bits,

*“Cold In the Head"”

Is an acute attack of Nasal Catarrh,

gons who are subject to frequent *

in the head” will find that the use
HALL'S CATARRH MEDICINE wil
bulld up the System, cleanse the Bl
and render them less liable to colds,
Repeated attacks of Acute Catarrh may
lead to Chronle Catarrh,

HALL'S CATARRH MEDICINE is take
en internally and wcts throuah the Blood
on the Mucous Burfaces of tha System.

All Drugglets 76c, Testimonlals free

ng.m for Il'i{ case of caturrh t
HALL'S CATARRH MEDICINE will n
cure,

¥, 3. Cheney & Co., Toledo, Ohio,

A Slight Mistake,
= "8 your hrother's volee sonorous?
“When he Is asleep, It Is,"—DBaltimore

American,
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