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NEBRASKA,

WOULD EXTEND
WAR CONTROL
OF ALL FOOD

That, and Provision of Penalties
for Profiteering, Advocated
by the President.

TO FORCE SALE OF SURPLUS

In Address to Congress the Chief Eae
tcutive Makes Assertion That We
“Are Dealing With Very Criti-
cal and Difficult Matters.”

Washington.—Addressing  congress
and proposing remcdles to check the
high wost of living, President Wilson
declared  existing laws were Inade-
quate aud high prices were not Justi-
tied by shortage of supplies, present
of prospective, but were created In
muny cuses “artificinlly and delibers
ntely” by “yiclons practices,”

He spoke practienlly as follows:
denth tuen of the |'ml\rmu|.

I have sought this opportunity to ad-
dress youw becauvse it Is clearly my duty
lo call your atterition to the present cost
of Ilving and to urge upon you with all
the persvusive foree of which | am capable
the legisintive mensurcs which would be
most effective In controlling it and bring-
ing It Jdown

The prices the psople of this cauntry are
paving for everything that it Is necessary
for themn (o use in order to live are not
jumtitied by o shortuge In supply, elther
pregent or prospective, and nre In many
ases artificially and deliberntely created
by wicious practices which ought Imme
dintely to e checked by lnw

Profiteers Lawbreakers

Bome of the methods by which these
prices are produced are already Megs)
some of them criminal, and thoge who
*smploy them will be encegetically pro-
ceeded ngalingt, But others have not yet
been hrought under the law, and should
be dealt with at once by legis'ation

With the Increass In the pricea of the
necessnriea of 1ife come demands for In
crenges  In wages—demuands which are
just!'ted if there be no other means of
ennhling men to lve

"pon the increase of wages thers fol-
laws close an Increase in the price of the
products whose producers have been ne-
corded the Increase-—~not a proportionate
Incrense, for the manufacturer does not
content himself with that, but an iIn-
crease  considerably greater than the
added wage cost and for which the added
wnge cont Ils oftentimes hardly more than
BN EXCURS,

The laborers who do not get an (ncreass
in pay when they demand It are likely
to strike, and the strike only makes mat-
ters worse,

It cheeks production; If it affects the
rallways It prevents distribution and
strips the markets; so that there Is pres-
ently nothing to buy, and there s nnother
excesslve additien to prices resulting from
the scareity.

Conditions Not “Natural.”

These are facts and forces with which
~e have become only too familiar; but
we are not justified because of our famil-
Jarity with them or because of any hasty
and shallow conclusion that they are
“natural' and inevitable, In sitting Inac-
fively by and letting them work their fa-
til results If there Is anything thut we
can do to check, correct or reverse them,

We must, 1 think, frankly admit that
there 18 no complete Immediate remedy
to be had from legislation and executive
action. The (ree processes of supply and
demnand will not opurate of themselves,
and no legislative or executive actlon can
force them into full and natural operation
untl there Is peace,

Must Know Terms of Peace.

There can be no confidence In indus-
try, no calculable hasin for credits, no
confldent buving of systematie selling
ne certain prospect of employment, no
normal  restoration of business, no
hopeful attempt at reconstruction or &
proper reassembling of the dislocated
elementa of enterprise until pence hus
hwen established, and, 8o far as may be
guarantesd. Our national life hias no
dounbt been less radically disturbed and
dismembered than the nutional life of
other peoples whom the war more di-
rectly affected, with all its terrible
ravaeing and destructive force, but It
hns bren nevertheless profoundly af-
fected and disarranged, and our Indus-
tries, our credits, our productive cis
pacity, our economle processes are in-
exiricably interwoven with those of
other nutions and peoples-—monat intl-
mutely of all with the nations and pen-
ples upon whom the chief hurden and
confusion of the war fell and who
are¢ now most dependent upon the co-
operutive action of the world

Exports Greatest in History.

We are just now ahlpping more goods
out of vur ports to foreign marketls than
wa ever shipped before—not foodstulls
marely, but stuffs and materials of every
wort; but this 18 no Index of what our
foregn salen will continue to he or of
the effect the volume of our exports
will have on supplies and prices. It is
Imponsible yet to prediet how far or
how loong forelgn purchasers will be
able to find the meney or the credit to
pay for or sustaln such purchases on
such & scale, how soon or to what extent
forelgn manufacturers can resume thelr
former production, forelgn farmers get
thelr aoccustomed crops from thelr own
flelds; forelgn mines resume thelr former
output, forelgn merchants set up again
their old machinery of trade with the
ends of the earth. All these things must
remain uncertain until peace s estab-
lished and the nations of the world have
concerted the methods by which normal
life and Industry are to be restored.

All that we shall do In the mean-
time to restraln profiteering amd put
the 1ife of our people upon a tolerable
footing will be makeshift and provi-
slonal. There can be no settled condl-
tion here or slsewhera until the treaty
of peace s out of the way and the
work of llquidating the war has be-
ecome the chief concern of our govern-
ment and of the other governments of
the world.

“"Burope will not, cannot recoup her

eapital or put her restlezs, Alstracted

peoples to work unti] she knows exact-
ly where she stands In respect to
peace; and what wa will do Is for her
the chlef question upon which her qul-
etude of mind and confidence of pur
pore depends While there Is any pos-.
ablility that the peace terms may be
changed or may be held long In abey
Ance, or may not be enforced because
of divislons of opinion among the pow-
ers agsociated againat Germuny. It s
fdle to look for permanent rellef
Immediate Relief Measures,

By wav of Immedinte rellef, surplus
stocks of both food and clothing in the
hands of the government will ba sold and
of course sold at prices at which there
Is no profit. And by way of a more por-
manent correction of prices  surplus
stocks In private hands will be drawn out
of storage and put upon the markoet, For-
tunitely under the termna of the food-cans-
trol act the hoarding of foodstuffs can
be checked and prevented, and they will
be, with the greatest energy. Foodstuffa
can be drawn out of storage and sold by
legnl netlon which the department of
Juetice will inmtitute wherever necessary;
but as soon as the situation Is systetuati-
cally dealt with it is not HKely that the
courts will often huve to be resorted to
Much of the accutnulating of stocks has
no doubt been due to the sort of specw
lntion which always results from uncep
tainty

Would Have Prices Plainly Marked.

I would also recommend that It be
required that al) goods destined for in
terstutle commerce should In every

Y s
where thelr form or paokage makes it
piwslble he plainly marked with i
Iriee nt which they left the hunds of
the producer Such & requirenent
would benr & close analogy to corialn

provisions of the pure food nct, by which
it Is required that certnin detallvd in
formation be given on the lubels of

Mmeknges of foods and drue
And it does not seem to me thit we
could cuntine ourselves o detalladd
myvasures of this Kind, If it s Indowd
our purpose to nssume natlonal vontfo
af s processeg of distribation ]
thlkke it for grasted that that o
purpore und our duty Nothing luss
will sufllee We nead not hesitnte o
handle w nationnl qguestion in o i
tlonal way Wi hould o bevanid the
mensures | have suggested Wi howld
formuinte o law requifine o fodera
Hevnse of all corporstions engaecd in
interstinte commerce and embodying In
the Horn=e, or In the G itidher
which 1t s 1o he sty 1o 1] flis ]
inns ddeslgned to secure compeiht .
selling il prevent unconsciona il
profits in the method of marketing
Law Weuld Do Much,

Buch a law would afford a welcome op
portunity to efect gther much-needed re

forma In the business of Intersiate
ment and In Yle methods of corpo
whilch are enguged In It but for the o
ment 1 confine my recommendat!ons o the
object Immediately I1n hund, which Is to
lower the cosmt of living

We are deallng, gentiemen of the con-
greas, I need hardly say, with very critical
and very difficult matters. We should go
forward with confldence wlong the road
we mee, but we should also seek to come
prehend the whole of the scene nmidst
which we act. There I8 no ground for
some of the fearful forecasts | hear ut
tered about me, but the condition of the
world is unquestionably very gruve and
we shonld face It comprehendingly. The
altuntion of our own country I8 excep-
tionately fortunate. We of all peoples
CAN afford to keep our heads and to de-
termine upon moderate and sensible
courses of actlon which will insure us
againat the passions and distempers which
are working such deep unhappiness for
some of the distressed natlons on the
other side of the sen,

But we may be Involved In their dis-
tresses unless we help, and help with en-
ergy and Intelligence,

Disregarding the surplus stock In the
hands of the government, there wns n
Ereater supply of feodstuffs In this coun-
try on June 1 of this yvear than at the
same date last year. In the combined to-
tal of A number of the most {mportant
foods In Ary and cold storage the excess
Is quite 19 per cent. And yot prices have
risen

ship-

tilune

Law Department Active,

The attorney general has besn making
a careful study of the situcilon us A
whole anid of the laws that can be ap-
plied to better It and Is convinced that,
under the stimulation and temptution of
exceptional cireumstances, combinations
of producers nnd combinations of traders
have been formed for the control of sup-
plies and of prices which are clearly in
restraint of trade, and against these pros
ccutions will be promptly Instituted and
actively pushed which will in all lkell-
hood have a prompt corrective effect
There I8 reason to believe that the prices
of leather, of coul, of lumber and of tex-
tlles have been materially affected by
forms of concert and co-operation among
the producers and marketers of these and
other univeraally necessary commodities
which it will be possible to redress. No
watchful or energetic efort will  be
spared to accomplish this necessary re-
sult. T trust that there will not be many
cases In which prosecution will be neces-
sary. Publiec action will no doubt cause
many who have perhaps unwittingly
adopted legal moethods to abanaon them
prompily and of thelr own motion.

The department of commerce, the
depurtment of agriculture, the depnrt-
ment of labor and the federal trude
commission can do a great deal townrd
supplying the public systematically
and ut short intervals, with Iinforma-
tion remarding the aotual supply of
particular commodities that |s In ex-
Istence &nd avallable with regard to
supplies which are In existence but not
with regurd to the methods of price fix-
Ing which are being used by dealers in
certain foodstuffs and other necesnities

Retailers In Part to Blame,

There can be little doubt that retall-
ers are in part—sometimes in large
part—responsible for exorbitant prices;
and it is quite practicable for the gov-
ernment through the agencles 1 have
mentioned, to supply the publie with
full Information as to the prices at
which retallers buy and as te the costs
of transportation they pay In order
that It may be known just what mar-
Kin of profit they are demanding. Opin-
len and concerted action on the part of
purchasers can probably do the rest

ILet me urge, In the first place, that
the present foodatuff ceontrol met should
be extended both as to the period of time
during which it aball remain In operation
and as to ths commoditles to which it
shall apply.

Its provision against hoarding should be
made to apply not only te food but glso
to feed stuffs, to fuel, to clothing, and to
many other commadities which are In
disputably necossaries of life. An It
stands now it Is llmited In operatlon to

thae period of *‘he war and becomes In-
operative upon the formal prociamation
of peace. But | should judge that It wAS
clearly within the constitutional power of
the congress (o nake similar prrmanent
provisions and rcgulntions with regard to
all gowds destined for Interstate com-
merce uwnd to exclude them from Inter-
uinte shipment If the requirements of the
law are not complied with

Bome such regulation s Imperativaly
QTS TITSY
would materinlly add ta the mserv-

iceabllity of the law, for the purpose wa
now have in view, If It were also pre-
seribed that all goods réleased from stor-
age for interstute shipment shouid have
plainly marked upon each package the
selling or muarket price at which they
went Inte storage. HBy this means the
purchaser would always be able to learn

what profits stood between him and the |

producer or the wholesale dealer,

The world must pay for the appailing
destruction wrought by the groat WAar,
and we are part of the world. Wa must
pay our share, For five years now Lthe in-
dustry of ull Furope has been slack and
digordered The nurmal crops have not
been produced, the pormal quaotity of
manulfactured goods haw not been turned
out

Not until there are the ususl crops
wnd the usual production of manufactured
goods on the other side of the Atluntie

can Burope return to the former condi=
tons, and it was upon the former condis
Uons, not the present, that our econamie

relutions with Furope were bullt up
We must face the fact that unless we

help Burope to get back to her normal |
e and production & chaox will ensue
thete whivch will inevitably be communi

viated W this vountry For ths present, It
A oanifest, woe must quilcken, not slacken
our own produetion

U. §. Must Hold World Steady.

We, and we alinost alopge. now hadd the
world steady.  Upon our stead{astpness and

ifr-porscssion depand the alooars of na-
tions everywlivrs It I8 o this supremo
crigis—this orists for al! mankind-that
ANmarican must prove hive meltle

in the presence of a world confused, dis

tractud, she must show herssif self-pos

ol melfoeontielined, cgpuble of soboel
ind eNMeuthve action 8h wwed  luraps
by her action in arme. she must now save
I Ly her action in pence

In =aving Furope she will snve herself,
A she did upon the battletivlds of the

1 ' immesa and  capacity with

h she deals with and masters the

prroliic of praca will be the Nnal test
ad prood of her plisee among the peoples
f the world

A, I only In odr own interesl, wWe

1 el the e e Dversens |:‘”"|]w in
ur ust Cusomer Wy st Lhewp her
going o thousgnids of oury shops and
seures of our mines must olose,  There I8 |
no sueh thing as letting hor go to riin
withont oursclves sharing In the disaster

In such vircumstaneces, face tn face
with =yeh fests, passion must be discard-
[l Passion and a4 disregand for the
rights of others have no place In the
counpels of b free people
not  heint,
cxaminntion and saving action

FEvervone who i# in rea) touch with the

We need light, |
In these solemn times of self-

ellent masses of our great people knows |

that the old strong Nber and steady self-
cotitrol are still there, firm against vio-
lenve or any distempered action that
would throw their affalrs Into confusion,
| am serenely confident that they will
readlly find themselves,
the clreumstances, and that they will ad-
dress themselves to the tasks of peace
with the same devotlon and the same
stalwart preference for what (s right that
they digpiayed to the admiration of the
whole world In the midst of war
Sinister Influences at Work.

And | enter another confident hope, 1
have spoken today chiefly of measures
of lmperative regulation and legal com-
pulsion, of presecutions and the sharp
correction of selfish processes; and these
no doubl Are necessary,

But there are other forces that we may
count on besides those resident In the
depaurtment of justice. We have just
fully awakened to what has been going
on and to the Influences, many of them
very solfish and sinister, that have been
producing high prices and Imposing an
intolerable burden on Lthe mass of our
|’f'l-|r1|*

Tu have brought It all into
will accomplish
result we seek

I appeal with entire confidence Lo
our producers, our middlemen and our
mervchants to deal fairly with the peo
pie. It Is thele opportunity to show
that they comprehend, that they In-
tend to act justly., and that they have
the publiec interest sincerely at heart

Labor Must Consider,

the open
the greater part of the

I believe, too, that the more ex-
treme leaders of organized labor will
presently yield o a4 sober soecond |

thought, and Jlike the great mass of
their associates, think and act liKe
true Americans They will see taast
strikes undertnken at this eritical time

are certain to make matters worse, |
not better—worse for them wand for
everybody olse,

The worst thing, the most fatal

thing—tihat ¢can be done now Is to stop
or Interrupt production, or to interfore
with the distribution of goods by the
riullwoys and the shipping of the
countiry,

There are many things that ouwxht
to he corrected
tween capital and laubor, In respoect
of wages und conditions of labor and
other things even more far-reaching.
and I, for one, am rendy to go Into
conference whout thess matter with
any group of my fellow countrymen
who know what they are talking about
and are wllling to remedy existing
conditlons by frank ecounsel rather
than by violent contest,

General Interest First,

No remedy in poasible while men are
in A temper, and there ean be no set-
tlement which does mot have as Its
motive and standard the general in-

tereat
Must All Work Together.

in the relations be- |

no matter what |

Threats and undus Insistence upon |

the Interest of a single class, make set-
tlement impossible, I belleve, as 1|
have hithertoe had occasion to say to
the congress. that the industry and life
of our people and of the world will
suffer irreparable damage If employera
and workmen are to go on Iin u perpat-
ual contest, a8 antagonisis. They

must, on one plan or another, be efMac- |

tively assoclaled. Have we not slead-
iness and self-possession and business
sense enough to work out that resule?®

In the meantime—now and In the
days of readjustment and recuperation
that are ahead of us—let us resort
more and more to frank and intimate
counsel and make ourselves a groeoat
and  triumphal nation, making our
solven a united force in the life of the
world It will not then have lcoked to
us for leadership In vain,

ALL TAKE EXCESSIVE PROFITS

Federal Trade Commission Makes
Publle Facts Concerning Present
High Prices of Shoes.

Washington.—Tha federal trade com-
wission, which recently conducted an
investigation Into the leather Industry,
tnquiring especlally loto the prices of
shoes, made public & summary of Its
report (o congress,

In its Introduction to the summary
the ecommission says:

“The federal trade commlission lins
found that the high price of shooes
enonnot be Justified by underlylng eco-
nomie econditions, The commission
after exhaustive Inquiry into the price
of hides, leather and shoes, Is report-
Ing to congress that the larger packers
control the hide supply and have
tnken excessive profits and passed In-
crensed costs to subsequent steps In
manufacture and distribution ; that the
tanner has taken exceptional profits;
that the manufacturer of shoes has
taken unusual margins, and the prices

charged by the retaller gre not justi
finhle, ench factor In the Industry ud-
ding to the burden he had to hear be-
fore he pussed It on to the next"

Means for reducing the present high
prices are recommended by the com-
mission in this paragraph:

“Some rellef from the Intolerable
prices pald by econsumera for shoes
may be had by (1) a rigld enforce-
ment of the laws ngalnst monopolistie
control of commodities, (2) legisintion
forbldding producers of hides engag:
log In the tanniog business.”

“MARTIN BOMBER FLYING OVER WASHINGTON

Paidar

“enderwent

View tken rrom snother pieptane showang the Martin boanber which

CLEARING AN AERIAL MAIL

-

hs

FIELD WITH DYNAMITE

AT BT I

startedd on onop sround the Unhed

At A ‘n

At Newark, N, J, n small army of men I8 buslly enguged In clearing Heller tield which, when completed, will be

the first United States aerlal mall lunding fleld In the country.

Our photograph shows the moment of detonation of &

chirge of dynamite beneath a mighty tree stump, which s torn from the grounds, roots and all.

SIMON LAKE'S NEW SALVAGING SUBMARINE

during the war. At the right Is a photogruph of Mr. Lake.

BIDDING THE YEOMEN (F) FAREWELL

This photograph shows the yeomen
Btates navy belng mustered out on the grounds of the White House,
strains of Jozz, reviewed by SBecretary Danlels and nnval officers, and with

(1) #nd marmettes ol the Uit

moments Interspersed with wit and sorrow, the farewell was plcturesque

This new salvaging submarine, designed by sShwon Lake, permitiing men
without divers' costumes to walk on the bottom of the ocenn, was put to o
severe test in New York harbor over the wreek of n government hoat sunk

el

To the

in

its setting. They will be retalned for clerical service in the navy department,
assuming civil status

HAS MET 20 PRESIDENTS

When PPresident Wilson shook hands
the other day with Mrs. H. W. Bomers,
wife of Genernl Somers of Civil war
fume, he was the twentleth chief ex-
ceutive of the United States to whom
she had been Introduced. Mrs. Somers
made her debut at the White House
on the arm of Danlel Webster when
Willinm Huarrison was president. The
nged lady declares that since that time
she has attended many of the soclal
functions given by presidents and that
she was Intimately nequainted with
many of the executives, Wushington
has been her home for 90 years, De<
spite her advanced uge she Is very
wetlve and in the stormiest or hottest
woather can be seen nmong her wards

the poor.

Heard at Longwood.
“Sa Blank, our old hard hitter,
| doesn't ploy any more. Is he recon

2 | clled to married life?"

“1 guess xo. The other morning L
ayw hhin sifting ashes through his
{old tennls racket.”

On the Beach.

“Thls scushore resort reminds me
of Sunday morning.”

“8o qulet, eh?"

“Not that. The belles are peeling,
don't you know."—Boston Transcript. |




