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to be Sol

Especially in West and
South, Available for
Farm Homes if Prop-
erly Developed——

O MAKE part of the furm weanlth
of the nution an assured heritage
of the men who fight the natlon's
wiur agalnst Germany I8 the plan
of Secretary Lane, who urges a
viest recliimation scheme to meet
the requirements for returning
soldlers after the war.

It 18 Becretary Luane's bellef
that the time has come when

thought should be given to the
preparation of plans for providing opportunity
for these men. And because his department has
handled slmilar problems In the past, he has
made it his duty to bring the matter to the at-
tention of the president and congress, He points

out that every country has found itself face 10

face with this problem: at the close of a great
war. From Rome under Caesar to France under

Nupoleon down even to our own Civil war, the

problem arose as to what could be done with the

#oldlers mustered out of military service,

At the close of the Civil war America faced a
somewhat elmilar situntion. But fortunately nt
that time the publle domain offered opportunity
the home-returning soldiers,, The great part
the veteruns of that war played in developlug
the West Is one of our eples. The homestead
law hnd heen signed by Presldent Lincoln in the
aecond year of the war, %o that out of our wealth
in lands we had farms to offer the military vet-
erans. It was nlso the ern of transcontinentul
rallway construction. It wus lkewlse the period
of rapld, yet broad and full, development of towns
and communities and states,

To the great number of returning soldiers In
the present war land will undoubtedly offer the
grent nnd fundamental opportunity. The e¢x-
perlence of wars polnts out the les<on that our
aervice men, beenuse of army life, with its open-
pess and activity, will largely seek out of doors
vocations nnd occupations,

This fact I8 accepted by the allled European
pations. That 1s why their programs and poli-
cles of relocatlng and rendjustment emphasize
the opportunities on the land for the returning

\dler, The question then s, “What land can
i mnde avallable for farm homes for our sol-
diers?"

We have not the bountiful public domcins of
the sixtles and seveutles. In a Hterul sense, for
the use of 1t on n generous senle for soldier farm
wimes a8 In the sixties, the publie domain I8
The offielnl figures at the end of the fiseal
ar, June 30, 1917, show that we have nnnppro-
ted land In the continentnl Unlted States
the amount of 280,057,755 acres. It Is safe to
843 that not one-half of this land will ever
prey to be cultivable In any sense. 8o we have
no Ihd in uny way comparable to that In the
publligomain when Appomuttox enme—nand men
turnedywestward with army rifle and roll blun-
ket=topegin 1ife anew.

Whileywwe do not have that matchless public
domatn o *g5 we do have milllons of neres of un-
developed 1ands In the Northwest, lake stater

and South, and alse swamp lands in the middle
West and iouth, which can he mnde avafluble
through the proper development,  Mueh of this
=sdend cindmpnde sultable for farm homes If
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properly hnbldlea.

But It will require that each type of land he
denlt with In ‘ts own particular fashion, The
arld Innds will require water, the cut-over land
will require clearng and the swamp Iland mnst
be dralned, Withort any of these alds they re-
maln Inrgely No Mig's Land. The solution of
these problems |8 no ew thing. In the adinlrahle
achievement of the retdamation service In recla-
mation and drafnage we have abundant proof
of what can be done,

Looking toward the eonstruction of additlonul
projects, Seecretary Lane announces that plans
and Investigations have been under way for some
time. A survey and study hat Leen In the course
of consummation by the reclamution service on
the great Colorado basin. That project, undoubt-
ly. will appeal to the new spirit of Americn, It

It 1s belleved that more than 8,000,
acrea of arld land could be reclaimed by the

mpletion of the upper and lower Colorado basin
rojects.

It has heen ofelnlly estlmated that more than
16,000,000 acres of Irrigable land now remalin in
he government's hands. This Is the great pre-
aining storehouse of government land for recla-
wmtion, Under what polley and pregram milllons
o *hese acres could be reclaimed for future farms
a\d homes remains for legislntion to determine.
Th amount of swamp nnd cut-over lands in
7 Taited States avalluble for farming Is exton-
Ve. st how much there 18 has never heen de-
crm!nc with any degree of accuracy, Practienl-
Iy @il 0 1t has passed Into private ownership.
oe lhllt-aasnn. In conslderlog Its use, 1t would
be necesswy to work out & polley between the
private 0Wers and the government unless the

ad wam prechased. It has been estimated that
o tt:tal iren of gwamp and owerflowed lands In
o United Stitea 18 hetween 70,000,000 and 80,-
KLOOO neres. Of this amount, about 60,000,000

eclaimed Lanc
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geres eun be reclnlmed and mode profitable for
ngriculture,

The undeveloped swamp lands lle chlefly In
Florida, In the states along the Atlantic and gulf
consts, In the Mississippl delta and in Missourl,
Indinana, Michignn, Minnesota, \Wisconsin and
Cnlifornia.

What amount of land 1o Its natural state unfit
for farm homes can be made suituble for cultiva-
tlon hy drnlnnge only thorough surveys and
studies will develop, It 1s known, however, that
anthentle figures show more than 15,000,000 acres
have heen reclntmed for profitnble farms, most of
which les in the Mississippl river valley,

The nmount of cut-over Innds in the United
Stiten, of course, it 18 {mpossible even In op-
proximation to estimate.  These lands, however,
lle Inrgely In the sonth Atlantle and gulf states,
lnke states and the Northwestern states, A rongh
estimute of thelr numher s ahout 200,000,000
neres—that Is, of land sultable for agricultural
development, Substantially all of this cutover or
logged-off Innd 1= in private ownership, The fall-
ure of this land to be developed I8 largely due
to Inndequate method of appronch, Unless a
new polley of development I8 worked out In co-
operation hetween the federnl government, the
stntes and the Individual owners n greater part
of It will remaln unsettled and uncultivated.

The undeveloped eut-over lands le chiefly In
the Poelfic Northwest (partlenlarly in Washineg-
ton nnd Oregon), In the lnke states (Minnesota,
Mlchlgan and Wiseonsin), and In the south At-
lantle and gulf costnl stntes (Virginin, North and
South Cuarollnn, Georgln, Florlida, Alnbama, Mis-
sissippl, Lon!siann and Texns).

Any plan for the development of lund for the
reterning goldler will come fnee to face with the
et that a new poliey will have to moeet the new
conditions,  The era of free or cheap lund In the
Untiod States has passed.  We must meet the
new conditions of developing Innds In advance—
secnrlty must, to g degree, displace speculntion,

There are certaln tendencles which must he
faced frankly In our conslderation of n polley for
Iand to the home-coming soldier. First, the drift
to farm tendency, The experlence of the world
shows without guestion that the happlest people,
the best farms nnd the soundest politieal condl-
tlon are found where the farmer owns the home
and the farm lands. The growth of this ten-
dency In Ameriea shows an Incresse of 32 per
cent for the 20 yvears between 1200 and 1010,

Second, the drift to urban life, In 1880 of the
totnl population of the Unlted States, 205 per
cent of our people reslided In cities and TOS per
cent In the country. At the census of 1010, 40.3
per cent resided In cltles and 53.7 per cent re-
muined {n the country.

It {8 evident that sinece the war In Europe there
has been a declded Inerease In the trend toward
the ecity beeause of Industrinl conditions. The
adoption by the United States of new policies in
ite land development plans for returning vet-
erans will algo contribute to the amolloration of
these two dangers of Amerlean lfe

A plan of land development whereby lund s
developed In lnrge nareas, subdivided into indl-
vidual farms, then sold to aetual, bhonnfide farin-
ers on a long-time payment basls, has bheen in
force not only In the United States undoer the
reclamation act but also In many other countrios
for severnl yvears. It has proved a complete sue-
cess. In Denmark, Ireland, New Zealond and the
Australian commonwenlth It has completely

changed the land situation, One of the features

of this plan is that holders are alded In improv- |

Ing and cultlvating the furm, In a word, there
I8 organlzed community development. .

Its beueficlnl results hive been well deseribed
by the Canadian commission which was up-
pointed to Investigate Its results tn New Zeuland.
There, the commission reported, the farmers nng
built better houses or remodeled thele old ones,
brought a larger acreage of lund under cultiva-
tion that would otherwise have remalned
Iylng Idle; had bought and urged more lnbor-snv-
Ing machinery on the farms und in the houses.
They kept more sheep and pigs und had so large-
ly Incrensed the revenue from their farms that
they were able to meet the paymeunts oo the
mortgages and to adopt a higher standard of
living und a better one, Throughout the country
a higher and better clvillzution was belng
evolved; the young wen and women who were
growing up were huppy and contented to re-
main ut home on the farm and found muple time
und opportunity for recreation und entertalnment
of n kind more wholesome and elevating than cau
be obtained In the eltles,

It many be sald that this country, outside of
Alasku, hns no froutier today, Of course, Aluska
wili still offer oppurtunity for ploneer life. And,
of course, Alnska likewise has yet unknown re-
murkable vgricultural possibilities, but unless we
ke possible the development of this land by
the men who deslre o ife In that fleld we will lose
a great natfonal opportunivy,  Furthermore, this
is an jmwediate duty. It will be two late for
these things when the war 18 over, and the work
of definite planuing should be done now,

The plan outlined Ly Secretary Lune does not
contemplate anything like charity to the soldiers.
He Is not to be glven o bhounty, He is not to be
made to feel that he is a dependent. On the
contrury, he I8 to continue, fn u sense, in the
service of the government, Instend of destroying
our enemies, he s to develop our resources.

The work that is to bhe done, other than the
plunning, should be done by the soldier himself.
The dam or Irrlgation project should be bullt by
him; the ennals, dirches, the brenking of the
lund, and the bullding of the houses should, un-
der proper direction, be his  occupatlon. He
should be allowel 1o muke his own home, cured
for while he I8 dolng I, and given an interest in
the lund, for which be con pay through a long
period of yenrs—perlups 30 or 40 yours,

The farms should not be turned over as the
priairies were—unbroken, unfenced, without ac-
commaodations for men or anlmuls, There should
he prepared homes, nll of which ean be construct-
ed by the men themselves and peid for by them
under n system of siople devising by which
maodern methods of tlnnnece will he upplied to
thelr needs,
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THE VOICES OF BULLETS.

One hundred steps more would have brought
me Inslde of Cantigny. DBut I was doomed never
to enter Cantlgny; just then I went into a shell
hole. The rensons thut made me drop into the
shell hole were, T think. two, For one, there was
in the erater & wounded hoy, a boy shot through
the shoulder, together with three hospltal corps
men who were starting to 4dress him, and I went
In with some vague tder of offering help,

But also something wos after me by that time.
I hud not notleed §t at rirst; that 1%, when flnally
I beeame aware of §1, it was the knowledge that
it had been golng on for quite & while. Little
"zIps" were passing by e small, short whispers,
hardiy o talning the volume of sound, and gone
ulmost hoetfore they were lear- diserete, quick,
little zips Hke the Ughtes of pencil strokes—zlp,
zip, zlp, and zlp.

Now and then, thoush, Just us brief, one

renched o higher volume of sound, something like
f short eat meaw, but more resonant, Pes-g-00-
00w I—thus—a #plteful cry. Some sharpshooter
wag after e, some ambushed Boche who dld not
upprove of Colller's Weelkily., That Is really why
I dropped into the shell hole, I think—not so

very much to help the three hﬂlp"lli COrps men.—

Jamea Hopper In Qolller's.
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. LESSON FOR OCTOBER 27
| 1BAAC’'S MARRIAGE TO REBECCA.

LESSON TEXT-Cenealn M

GOLDEN TEXT-lLet not mercy and
[ truth forsake thee: . . 8o shalt thou find
lhm:ar and good understanding In  the
sight of God and man —Droverhs 834

| DEVOTIONAL READING-Ephesians
| 3233, 1 Thesanloninna 4:11-18

I ADDITIONAL MATERIAL
| TREACHERS-Geneals 26:19-34;

| 1n:1e-n.

' 1. Abraham’'s Solicitude for a Wife
for lesac (vv. 10).

| He knew that lsaac's success In lfe
would much depend upon what kind of
a wife he should have, Man's welfare

Fon
Provarba

In this life and that to come largely |

| depends upon his wife. For Tsane to
have an idolatrous, Cansnanitish wife
would be fatal to his posterity, would
| subvert the plan of God as expressed
in his ecovenant with Abrahnam. Tt
wonld have been perllous to Isanc him.
| ®elf, To have marrled a womnn In
that land would have made him in a
senge an helr to the land through mar.
rlage, and would have tended to di-
vert hls mind from the heirship
through the covennnt promise,
1. The Servant's Oath (vv.
Abraham committed to his trusted
servant the matter of securlng a wife
for Isaanc: therefore, he made him
swenr that he would go to Abrnham's
country and kindred to get a wife for
him., e doubtless regarded his serve
Innt more competent to select a wife
than Isaac was to select one for him-
self,
2. The Extent of the Servant’s Re-

|
1 ant would take the onth he must have
| elearly defined the extent of his re-
| sponsibility, If the woman would re-
l fuse the Invitation, the servant would
| be clear of responsibllity. The minls-
i ter's obligation ends when hes has
eamnestly nand Intelligently made known
to sinners the will of God.
| & The Servant's Helper (v. B).
| Abraham assured him that God would
| gend his angel to make the misslon
| guccessful. The servant found this to
be true, God sends his Holy Bfirit to
mnke the message of the minlster suc-
cessful,

iIl. The
10-40).

1. He Took Ten Camels (v. 10).
These were to carry presents to the
bride, and to conduct her and her com-
panions back to hls master,

2. His Prayer for Guldance (vv. 12-
14). He usked that the Lord would
gulde him to the woman whom he had
chosen for Isnne. HEarnest prayer for
guldance should be made In the selec-
tion of a wife.

3. His Prayer Answered (vv. 15-27).

Servant’s Obedience (vv.

swer wns realizged to be In the process
of fulfillment. The answer was Ac-
cording to the request, even ia the
matter of fulfillment. God does defin-
itely answer prayer.

4. The Servant's Message (vy. 83-
40). The Lord had prospered the old
rervant's wny. He now was face to
face with Rebecca. Supper was ready,
but the dellvery of his messags was
more Important to him than epting
when he was hungry. He sald, *1 will
not eat till I have sald my errund.”
Good were 1t If all min'sters were a8
much Interested In dellvering the good
news in Christ. . (1) His mastey was
rich (v, 85). God the Heavenly Pgiher
18 rich. The sllver and gold ang the
cattle upon a thousand hills are al his,
(2) All his riches have been glven to
his son (v. 88), All the riches of heav-
en, God the Father has given to Jesus
Christ, his son. (3) Opportunity was

given Rebecca to become the wite of
l Isnne (v. 40). He not only gave the
opportunity, mt he urged her te ac-
cept the Invitotion,

111, Rebecca’s Relatives Beagging
for Postponement of Action (v. BE8).

They did not ohject to her going
sometime, but they desired that she
postpone actlon for a time, What folly
to remailn and water sheep when ahe
hod the opportunity to become the
bride of a rich man's son.

What folly for sinners to remain
gervants In the world when they have
the privilege of becoming the bride of
Christ.

BU- TV—Rebecca's Glorious Declslon, (v.

).

When the declslon was referred to
Rebecca she sald, ‘g will go® Good
Judgment would not allow her to re-
fuse nor delay.

V. The Meeting of lsanc and Re-
becca (vv. 64-07).

'snmscm:

24),

Before he had done praying, the an-

|
sponaibllity (vv. 5, 8). Before the serv- |

| leged that the medium had arranged a
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WOMAN IS HELD
FOR WITCHCRAFT

Medium Is Ahr_rt;ie“d on Charge
of Urging Children to
Steal.

Lou Angeles —RBecause she (2 nllegod
to have dealt in witcheraft with the
two minor ¢hildren of Willinm 8. Bolo-
mon, n storekeoper, urging them to
atenl money from thelr parents with
whith to pay the “spirits” to bring
about the reconcllintion between moth-
er nnd father, Matilda Welsman, a
spirit medium, has been taken into
custody and (s being held pending an
Investigntion. She has been charged

L
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There Were Ten-Cent Spirita.

with countributing to the delinquency of
Morris Solomon, twelve years old, and
his sister, Hattle, ten years old.

Ai.s. Welsman 1s sald to have In-
duced the two chlldren to go to the
store of thelr father and take the
money from the cash drawer. It I8 al-

regular schedule of prices with the

| children “for keeping the bad spirits

awny"” from the Solomon household,
and for prevelling on the “respectable
upirits” to effect a reconcillation be-
tween thelr father and mother, who
have been separated for some time,

Evidence gathered from the storlea
told to the police by the children read
llke a chapter from the Orlent. For
different spirits the medium is alleged
to have had different prices. There
were “tep-cent” spirits and “three-
times-50-cent” spirits, the children dis-
closed. On Baturdays the “spirits” de-
manded 76 cents to be appeased.

Although the children and thelr
mother desired a reconclliation, the
apirit medilum was sald to have In-
formed Morris and Hattle that the best
way to bring it about was through the
father's cash drawer., They confessed
that they had extracted money from
thelr father's till for two months, giv
ing it to Mrs, Welsman,

v

WHITE DOORKNOB FOOLS
EGG-EATING SNAKE

Albany, Ga.—Discovering that
snnkes were eating the “nest
eges” where his hens were lay-
ing, J. P, Glll replaced the inl-
tinl eggs with white doorknobs.
A snanke wans soon found which
had swallowed one of the knobs
but could not “get away with 1t."”
The reptile was sluin and the
doorknob replaced In the nest.
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DECIDE THEY’'LL GO TO WORK

Long Sentences for Two Idle Girls Get
Resulta In Atlanta Work-
house.

Atlantn, Ga—"You can't make wus
work,” declured Nellle Atkins and Ruth
Warf, both seventeen years old, sen-
tenced to work at the stockade. And
they punctured thelf remarks by break-
Ing out window panes, The girls agaln
faced the recorder.

“Thirty dnys more,” sald Judge Johne
gon. “It is just possible that we can't
| make you work, but we can keep re-
| newing your sentence."

The girls thought It over.
now Industriously occupled
stockade laundry.

They are
in the

An Old Man Fights,

Kansas City, Mo.—For the third
time In elght years John Riggs, sev-
enty-one years old, of Kansas City,
Kan,, was held up the other night.
i'l‘wo negroes attempted to rob him,
but they were given the same lesson
| that thelr predecessors on the same

Isnac was walting for the return of | pusion had learned, that Riggs is

the servant with the woman who was

to be his wife., Isanc was jolned to |

her In marriage, loved her, and was
comforted In her after his mother's
death,

Spirit of Christ.

The longer you read the Bible the |

more you will like it; It will grow
sweeter and sweeter; the more you
get Into the spirit of It the more you
will get ioto the spirit of Christ.—Ro-~
malne,

The Cross ls Peace.
The Cross ls pesce, afti that sums up the
paat;
The Crown ia joy and that my future
RUMA.
L need but simpla falth, falth that shall
lawt

| The hepe that Hberates and overcomes.

some fighter, The extra highwayman
was more than Riggs had been accus-
tomed to contend with, and although
he successfully defended his valuables
Dr. H. L. Rleger was later called upon,
| to give him treatment at police heads
quarters,

To Keep Off Evil Spirits
Highland Park, 111.—Togo Serlkawa,
n butler by profession, and a Japanese
by instinct, was found recently one
morning under the bed of Mrs, J, D,
! Purdy of this town., Mr. Purdy, dis-

turbed by sounds uncapny, found him,

Togo looked surprised when Purdy
deminnded an explanation,

“I sleep under the bed every night to
keep evil spirits gway," was his ex-
plunation—which, strunge to say, did
not satisfy,
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