TR

nsun

Daring American Line-
men, Fresh from Civil
Life, Maintain Commun-
ications Under Fire = =

HIE two great means of comun
wlentlon on the modern battle
fleld, the menns hy which gen
ernl  hendguarters
tonch with every sector of the
Hne and by which the perfect
co-ordination of all bhranches
of the service Is possible nre
the nirplane and electricity,
The romuntic appenl of the
avintion serviee, the stirving
storles of high adventure that
hinve come out of the war hinve
made the work of the Mrdmen,
the superseders of cavalry as
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the eyves of the commander, fa-
miliar to the people at home, On the ground
charging Infuntrymen and
ture the fmngination, Buat
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Heroes

“Battle Lines ~

LINEMAN G
WORK NEAR
FRONT YO SNHARL

theé herole Inhors of men
who keep open the tele-
graph and telephone lines
which muke co-operntion
of Infantry and artillery
possible are almost uwo-
known outside the sery
fce, save, for Instance,
when one reads of n
medal bestowed on a line
repalrman  for mnagniti-
cant disregnrd of danger.
[For thelr losses and thelr
honors nre nlike great,
They go over the top
with the troops, smoking
thelr plpes, coolly string-
ing lines behind the ad-
vancing first lne so that
the gun crews may be
kept Informed of the ad-
vance or told to coneen-
trate thelr fire on a pur-
ticularly obnoxious ma-
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chine gun, suys n writer
in the New York Sun
maguzine They
clamber out of dugouts into the slush und the
freezing wind of a winter might to feel thelr way
aloug n broken wire, somethmes over the shell-plt-
ted open ground behind the trenchies until they
find the break, then sitting In lee \\':nvr_ululvr fire
they repalr It as carefully nud skillfully as if they
were ot work in the shop at howe, It often takes
three or four men to repalr one of these brenks;
the first men sent out may never come baek.

Repalired at all costs the wire must be, und dan-
ger does not excuse a slipshod bit of work., For
the signal system of the army is what the nerv-
ous system 18 to the human body,

Without 1t the modern army covering 100 miles
of front cannot see, feel or move, The army com-
mander wishing to move n portlon of his line 560
miles away or to change the rapidity of his artil-
lery fire or to recelve infortaation of enemy move-
wents 1s ns helpless without the slender threads of
copper as he would be if he wished to move his
right arm und fopnd the nerves paralyzegd.

“There are still people of Intelligence who think
that the transmission of mllitary thought is summed
up in the use of the notehook, the orderly and his
horga," writes Brig. Gen, George P, Scriven. “But
these are passing, and the tralned soldler and the
educated volunteer understand the vital lmpor-
tance of information.

“Hence the necessity for a sigoal corps or its
equivalent, for without its ald modern armies can

more be controlled than can great rallway sys-
tems; the commander In the fleld remains blind
gnd deaf to the events occurring around him, In-
capable of maintaining touch with conditions and
out of reach of his superiors or those under his au-
thority upon whom he depends for the executlon of
his plans. The brain lacks the power to control
because the nerves are lacking.

“Time l8 the maln factor In war; to arrive first
with the greatest number of men and with the
clearest understanding of the situation Is to suc-
ceed. The last, and often the first, of these condi-
tions depends upon the llnes of Information of the
army."

And these lines In turn depend upon the obscure
but daring work of the repalrmun, the grimy,
mucky, hard-fisted mechanic who erawls on his
belly through shell fire calculated to appall the
stoutest heart nnd connects the break between the
commander and the polnt he wishes to reach,

Somehow the lines are kept open all the time or
are broken for only short Intervalg, and the con-
stant tending of them hus made possible In France
a system of wire communication that Is a marvel
of efficleney. Indeed go perfect is it that London
and Parls are In direct connectlon with general
headquarters on the Britigh front, which in turn Is
in touch with every divislon nnd bLrlgade staff on
the line. A wire could be put stralght through so
that Lloyd George If he wished could hear the
bursting of high explosives and shrapnel on the
Amlens front,

This tremendous use of the telephone and tele-
graph in warfare Is partly the result of the lm-
vetus arislog from the Amerlean application of
electrical communiention on a large secale in the
Spanish war, The slgnul corps us It now exists |s
o comparutively recent evolution,

In the American army the iden first arose In
the mind of a young army surgeon, Alhert James
Myer. The office of signal officer of the nrmy was
created In June, 1800, the first of its kind, and
Myer was appoloted. He was at once sent with
an expedition ngalnst Navajo Indians In New Mex.
1co, and his erude apparntus at
struted Its worth,

When the Civil war Legan he was ordered East
and opened a gchool for signalers, and In that was
the definite beginoing of the present siann! oot DS,
Wires were enrrled on horse or muleback then, the
Instruments were Imperfect nnd telegraphic com-
munication was u rare and preclous thing. The
service took on tremendous importance in the
Spanish war and followed the troops through Cuba
und the Philippines, and In China was the only

section.,

once  demon-

means of conpoundeution for 4 week betwoeen I
King and the rest of the world,

But the tasks thut confronted our signul wen
In these wars were play compured to the work
that Is belng done every day on the western front
Our signul men there have an area to cover about
the slze of Pennsylvanla and they have gone at 1t
with a vigor and efficlency that spell volumes for
the superiority of Amerlenns in this particulur Hne
of work.

The hardy linemen who have strung lines and
repadred brenks on the Western plains or battled
with great tioods and storms i the Rocky moun-
tulus have taken to this new work with n zest
which Is Inspiring, ©On the foundation of the
French system they are bullding a slgonal systet
that will be a model of 1ts kind,

Up to within four miles of the front construce
tion is not different from what it s here st home,
The wires are strung on poles and most of the
poles huve been planted by the French, But when
one gets inslde the shell-torn section that stretches
at lenst four miles from the front wires have to
be protected by belug buried from six to elght feet
deep, so that only a direct hit by a large shell will
disturb them.

Within half a mile of the front not even this
protection is sufficlent, ns the shells churn and re-
churn the ground, Therefore all wires in this zone
are duplicated and are strung along both sides of
the trenches. Sometimes a trench wall Is covered
with wires.

In the battallon headguarters signal office, where
the hundreds of wires from the trenches and ob-
servation posts center and where the recelvers
hum with the constant tremors of & world under
fire, plain Bill Smith lounges In & corner rolling a
clgarette and occupled in his own particular
thoughts, It 18 a dugout, this headquarters, and
the alr I8 vile, but Blll got used to that long ago.

“The wire to A battery Is down,” Smith's su-
perior officer says, turning to him.

“All right, sir,” Is the answer. And Blll c¢limbs
ont of the dugout, repair kit over his arm and tin
hat on his head.

In the trench he finds the wire that is broken
and beging to follow It slong. It I8 hot work In
the trench, shells are dropping thickly, but Smith
doesn't mind—much. He follows the wire down
n communiention trench and then after o long time
out into the open, where he hus to erawl nlong
looking for the hole that will mark the pluce where
the line hns been bhroken.

He gets nearly there when a shell Innds near
hig and BIL Smbith, his face toward the break,
goes west, After n thme, baek in the dugout, an-
other repairman s sent out and perhaps Le 18
luckler than B and finds the bhreak,

Then he has to 8t down in the shell erater, ()
smnsh of bursting shells so close that sometine:s
he 18 half burled In dirt, ealinly making the con
nection that will ennble the observation oMeer up
front to get in touch with his battery ngaln, 1f he
gets back to the dugout he will be sent out aenln
and yet ugain If the bombardment i« heavy, nnd
often for doys and nights nt a time these men nre
under fire, snntching & nop now und then o the
dugout between breaks, Dut they keep the lnoes
open,

In an attack the signal men go over the top with
the Infantry, genernlly with the second wave, In
charge of the obzerving otficer, They make for u
polnt where they can establish an observation
post, and as they pass on and through the enemv's
bharrage they unroll their llne nnd one of them t‘;:r-
ries a fleld teleplione, through which they somehow
munage In the din of battle to make themselves
henrd,

That telephone Is llke a battle flng, and many «
man goes down with It, only to have it Dh'kml‘up
and carrled forward by another of these noncom.
bhatant troops. ‘Thelr business is only to serve, not
to fight, and they do 1t with a cool daring which
I8 not surpassed in any branch of the service.

They are In the forefront of every ndvance and
in the retreat are sometimes the last to leaye the

HALTERICAN L INEPIESY STRINGING WIRES
BENIND LINVES
front line, vee they stick to the end of thelr

wires under terrifie shell fire untll ordered to ree |

Join thelr commands if they enn get through nllve

“An exporience of this kKind happened to me &
short time ago in a lonely chateay of the Ypros
Menin rond," an English officer wrote home. “Tha
chatenit was the center of a perfect hell of Ges
man shrapnel for nearly o week, until it becnww
almost untenable nnd was abhindoned by the head
quarters siaff,

“The genernl gave Instructions that o telegraph
Ist was to remain behilnd to transmit importang
messages from the brlgades, and 1 was left g
charge of the (Instruments In this shell-sweps
chatenn for m day and n night.

“Om the second day the Germans broke through
our trenclhies and the wires were cut by the shell
fire. 1 was given orders to evacunte the bullding
and smash up my lustruments, These 1 saved by
burying in a shellproof trench, and then I had to
escape bhetween our own fire and that of the
enemy's ncrogs a fleld under a terrible tornado of
shrapnel.

“On the early morning of the same day one of
our cable detachments was cut up and another
captured hy the Germans, only to be retaken by
our sappers and drivers after a desperate and
glorlons fight,”

The linemeén also have regular patrols, stretches
of line which have to he constantly examined not
only for brenks but also to make sure that they
have not been tapped by enemy sples In such a
way that every bit of information sent over them
finds its way to the Germans. In the Alsne once,
where the hill country offered good cover to sples,
the wires were constantly belng tapped,

One duy o lneman pussing along the road no-
ticed a lot of eable Iying at one side. He started
to coll It up and found that a plece of wire had
been tied 1o the main line, When he troced It he
found thot It ran to a haystaneck. He went on,
tapped the Hne and sent in word to hendquarters
and an nroed esoort found nospy hidden n the Liny
with severnl days' supply of food,

They wre antoerats In thelr way, these wire re
palriuen, 10 no one s permitted to interfere with
the swilt execution of their work, Word coming
aver th ne that the wire to g huttery wns re-
paired 1= often the sweetest sound in the world to

1tion oMiver up front, even if It comes in
rogue which French wenther has not hig
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So wl anyhody else hireaks Iy on the line and
interfore= With the repalrinan he gets rolled, es-
pecianlly 17 lie has been sittng for several hours in
a shell wole with an ley ridn delpping down hils
back Finghigh officer told of what happened
Lo a e il who bhroke In onee,

HA i eame In the hat and told me ‘1 rang
ups ths rphone Just now and sald, "Glve mie the
— T v, plense,” but some one with o loud
vl I deliberately and distinetly : *“Got off
the bl g lpe” 1 got off remarkiog that nw
S00N mvenient I sghould like to speak, 1

upologl and explained thut the lue had been

down ol was helng repnlred, 1le went off with
I Ineres inkle in his eyo”
As the rumber of wmen in the Amerienn army

abroad grows with the weeks, the number of lne
mey, those Who make possible nll that the artil
lery nnd (ntantry together sccomplish, will steade
fly Inerense untll they are a small army In them-
selves. Aol probably It will not he long before an-
pouncement Will be made thnt some plaln Bil
Smith, wire repalrman, has been glven a medul for
bravery uunder fire, which attrocted attention even
among the hundreds of brave acts which these
men perform every duy,

Protection. None Neededq,

| *1 gee they are repairing the roof “What walk In life do you Intend to
of your hank." Keieet for your son?"
At good fden, forgooth, There's “Oh, we can afford to buy Lim an

where I keep my stuff for n rainy | automobdle now,™
tay,”’ ——
: After Him—Not Her.
It saometimes hoppens thnt o foolish "Il o ahroueh fNee amd winter for
waornnn milstakes her o creenhle dis | yon ™ remurkod the British tunk te
posttlon for n promd spleit the retrenting Muan
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What is Castoria

ASTORIA is a harmless subatitute for Castor O, Paregorie,
Drops and Soothing Syrupa. It is pleasant. It containa neither
Opium, Morphine nor other Narcotic substance. Its nge is its guare

antee. For more than thirty years it hos boon in constant use for the relief
of Constipation, Flatulency, Wind Colic and Diarrheen; allaying Feverishe
nesa arising therefrom, and by regulating the Stomach and Bowels,
nids  the assimilation of Food; giving healthy and natursl sleep.
The Children's Panacea—The Mother's Friend.

The Kind You Have Always Bought, and which has heen in use for over
80years, has borne the signuture of Chas, H. Fletehersund has been made under
his personal supervision sinee its infancy. Allow noone to deceive you in this,
All Counterfeits, Imitations and **Just-us-Good'’ are but Experimenta thag

trifle with and endanger the health of Infunta and
Children—Experience against Experiment., /
Genuine Castoria always bears thesignature of ) m

(FOR YOUR STOMACH'S SAKE)
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Most Startling Endorsement
Ever Published

Me. A. W, Cramer, Reglstered Pharmaeist

ist of I'lano, Writeo under date

cember 12, 14162
“Eatonle Remody Coy,

Chicago, 111 '

Gentlemen:=The following inelJentwhish hap=

pened in my place of busincss 1 know will be of
t interest to you, and, § hope, of great benefig
humanity, morally and physically,

1 keop & quantity of :.\'l'uNlé piled on myp
show caso, [ recently missod a box, and knowi
pelther mysell nor clerk hud sold it, 1 eould
secount forite disappoarance, Yesterday morning
alﬂn walked into my store and uldi “Mr

and Pays For It

It's the Acid Test
of Man and Eatonic

They Both Win!

Wit takes a big man to stand op
and sy I am wrong and willing to
do right”; and it is needless to say

| that this poor sufferer willnot want
for EATONIC as long as ho lives,

To stomuch sufforers and ramer, | owe you Fifty - ents for a
| not getting full strength out of
their food, sulfering from indis § L boee, g osn § stole from your show cage.

with stomach trouble and, no:iu-
'..Ex the money to spare (o get & box, it
4 Tii!:lc hasdone me so muchgood my conscls
.‘ iy meo untd § bad to come back and

or

&hll i the moat wonderful testimonial state-
ment in all my experience in the interest of
anypreparation, Itispositive tamy -‘nd.
thut EATONIC i ) (hat is elamed for it 1€ i
had not helped thiz man hisconsciencewould have
left unmolested, Very truly yonrs,

A. W, Cramor,”

vition, dyspepsia, sour stomach,
| loaty, gasny feeling after enting,
stomach distress of any kind, we
| any, Go, get & bux of EATONICto-
day, use it according to the diree=
tions and you will know what rea
stomach somfort meana, Tuna o
thousands nll over the land are using
ATONIC mud testify to it powers th
E—-i It you wulfur snother day it s

your own fault

EATONIC N-_f:ﬁf-lle_--.tfnt ortwo n
day. Uuy EATUNIU from your drugygist,

Bend for the “"Halp™ Duak, Address Eatonle Nemedy Co., 1015 24 o, Wabaih Ave., Chicags
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As-Age

the Liver Requires

occasional alight stimulation.
CARTER’S

LITTLE LIVER PILLS

correct

. mCONSTlPATlON
T S e |

———

COIOI'IG” or Pl.lB Face. usually indicate the absence of Iron in
b blood. .
a condition which will be greatly :ufpad by Carter’ 8 l!‘Ol‘l Plnl

Advances

Autoerncy  begins  where ananrchy

Wyoming hns o prohibition enmpalgn

sndds, In conl camps us 0 warthme messure,

Hypoerites confess the sins of oth-
ers and overlook their own.

What the girls of this country want
Is fewer marringeless engugements,

—————

Appetizing Vienna Sausage

HE aroma of Libby's Vienna Sausage
tells you that itis delighifully seasoned.
The first taste that it is made of care-
fully selected, meat—scasoned to perfection.

Have Vienna Sausage for luncheon
today. Your husband — your children
will ask for it again and again.

Libby, M¢Neill & Libby, Chicago

Sapolio doing its work. Scouring
for U.S.Marine Corps recruits.

APPLY AT ANY
POST OFFICE
for

SERVICE UNDER THIS EMBLEM




