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Germany’s Business
s at'Wo

Unscrupulous Meth-
ods Adopted to Fur-

ther Plans for Trade
_Expansion = # = =

HE SYSTEMATIC way in which
Germiany uses her secret serve
fee department for trade purs
poses, or “economie penetra-
tlon,” 1s at present arousing the
serious Interest of the allles,

Investigations of the methods
employed and of the extent to
which the system has proved profitable to Germuny
have been made In several countries, writes J. T.
M. In Printers’ Ink. Some of the broad facts dis
covered by the state agents In certaln continental
Huropean nations have been the subject of much
discussion and public men In France and Italy nre
open In thelr denuncintion of the evil, of the witle
extont to which It 18 practiced and of the Insidious
danger which It represents,

In the years immediately preceding the war inrge
Ameriean corporations, ke similar firms In B
rope, came In frequent contact with the so-enlleld
“gpy system In business” and all those who han-
dled any lmportant business for these corporntions,
especinlly If the business was in Germany, and
even If It Involved the slimplest and most open and
above-board kind of transactions, were nlmost o
variably confronted with incldents of secret sery-
lco meddling,

The present writer while attending to certain
business for a number of Ameriean companies 1n
ecombination had oecaslon to travel frequently from
one country to another and had estublished hend-
quarters in Germany on the eve of the outbreak of
the war. He hnd been warned by friends to keep a
close eye on his papers and effects and, as far as
possible, to travel only with such baggage us could
be tnken In passenger compartments on the trains,
This, however, wns not always feasible und one
morning when leaving Milan for Germany with a
trunk he was struck by the eager Insistence of n
German-speaking employee of the forelgn-owned
hotel, In which for speciul rensons he had stopped,
in attending to the checking of the trunk on the
train. The writer watched this employee's netions
while the trunk was being Inbeled and felt reas-
sured until he reached Basel in Germnny, where
the traln which had come through Swiizerland was
to be divided In two sections and routed north to-
ward Berlin on both sldes of the Ithine. The cus-
toms Inspection {8 made for Germany at German
Basel, but the trunk in this instance was not tanken
off the train and, nlthough it was plalnly visible
{n the open baggage car, the chlef Inspector re-
tused to listen to remonstrances, on the alleged
ground that the trunk was routed via the eastern
bank of the river while the writer's ticket was for
the Strassburg way. This, however, was not In ac-
cordance with the facts,

A week Inter notice was received that the trunk
was at the customs department of a central Ger-
man clty. An appointment was made for its lo-
spection and, Instead of customs officlals, two spe-
olnl ngents were present nt the appointed time—
thoe hotel porter who was to take the trunk away
recognized them as such, The Inspection was thor-
pugh. Every doeument and cvery serap of paper
was minutely examined, Eundless questions were
asked regarding the business documents and the
method of dolng business which they fmplied, the
countries In which business was done and the
pames of the firms concerned, the pretext for the
guestions belng the doubt that the printed part
of the business documents might be dutlable ns
being printed and the manuseript and type-written
part of them might constitute contracts and there-
fore be subject to dutles under other heads. The
gontents of the trunk were welghed and separately
classifled and finally fees were levied under three
separate heads for the molestation caused by hav-
{ng put the German authorities to the necessity of
making this special Investigation. A total of about
three dollars was Involved,

Soon after this incldent the writer became con-
sclous that his desk In an office In that same city
was being tampered with and, after a watch had
been set, a German In the service of the same
American corporation, and alrgady suspected as
beilng n government agent, was caught red-handed
{n the act of prying open the désk and maklng a
record of Its contents.

When confidences were exchanged with other
copresentatives of American corporations 1t was
tearned that the experience wWas o common one,
and the comparing of notes seemed to show an ex-
planation for the surprising abllity of German
firms to learn the names of the foreign customers
of American corporations and the seeming colncl.
dence of thelr sollciting those firms almost simul-
taneously with the American ngents every time
that the latter had something vew to offer. Incl-
dents can be vouched for where agents for Amerl-
ean corporations in Italy and other countries, on
recelving from America new machines or radieally
aew models, found to thelr amazement that Ger-
man agents had already visited thelr customers,
had described the new machines or models and had
denounced thelr alleged wenk polnts and thelr un-
desirability for vorious reasons. The German
agents knew more about the Amerlcan machines
than the Ameriean ngents,

Of course, sweeplng generalizations are to be
avolded and all stutements which are likely to up-
set the equanimity of those sntlsfied with the
course of established routine and liable to be char-
acterized as grotesque, and, If emphatically set
forth, they are llable also to fall of effect on those
who refuse to be disturbed in thelr fixed ldeals,
Lord Roberts, It should be remembered, was a
pulsance to the majority of the British reading pub-
fic when he kept up his tiresone warnings about
the true meaning of Germany's military prepara-
tions, and It should not be forgotten that Gan.
Leonard Wood, when half a dozen years ago he be-
gan to urge preparedness In Amerlen, was de-
nounced as a professionnl alarmist eager to obtaln
power and a chance for distinetion, And so those
who are raising the ery of alarm regarding the se-
cret service methods of trade warfure belng con-
ducted by Germuny declare that they are not get-
ting the proper hearing and that the danger 1s one
of supreme moment,
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It Is atlivied that German “trade by esplonngs’
Is practically as great a mennce to the world os I8
Germany's milltnry machine; that, Indeed, ter
many's military methods and her “econoinie penes
tration” methods are interdependent, and that any
peace which scemed to laave German militarism
powerless would be valn and faule if the German
methods of trade were allowed to econtinue ns ut
present. The question Is asked whetlher trnde af-
ter the war will be a secret service struggle on the
part of all the natlons anid whether, as Germany
forced nll the powers to mobilize for militarism,
she Is golng to force them also to mohilize for trade
warfare. ‘These questions may seem grotesque,
but able men are enlging them, They point out
that the law of ¢lvil conscription In Germiany hns
made all the business vepresentatives of the em-
pire potentinl secret gervice agents at the disposal
of the military nuthorities.

The French economist, M. Lucien Desenves, whio
has made special investigations in this matter,
quotes from a secret document, of which he has
seen a copy, containing instructlons to German
engineers, who ure culled upon to sink thelr pro-
fessional pride and to devote themselves to finding
trade secrets and o furthering German trade,
which will be readity possible for them under the
gulse of their professional mantle,

M. Descaves has described the results of a tour
ke made of neutral countries for the purpose of In-
vestignting German  secret service methods of
trade. Doth men and women, he says, ure e
ployed in this way by Germany, mostly young men
and women. Secrot service and business promo-
tion are practically comvertible terms. The German
gecret service man or womian is tnught the art of
trade development and the German commercial
traveler 18 tnught the art of esplonage. Germany
realizes that the role of commerclal traveler Is the
best dlsgulse for a secret service man and that se-
cret service 18 the best of all adjuncts to trade,
Germany, according to M. Descaves, is Inundating
the neutral countries with JJterature and with
agents. The ngents are recognized as by far the
most productive, Printed documents ure seattered
and, even If they are followed by many others,
they are soon forgotten. Where the agents follow
one another, working with mutual ald, thelr work
{g practical and profitable. They perform not mere-
ly a common task ; they work out a propaganda.

“The Germans, he continues, “have been sys-
tematically giving furloughs from the army to thelr
mobilized men who had been commercial travelers
in foreign countries. These men are authorized to
visit thelr former customers, but they are espe-
clally engaged to work with zeal and adroltness
and to produce practical results. Speclal rewanrds
are reserved for those who are able to practice es-
plonage for the benefit of Germany. The agent
has a double, or rather a triple, part to play, e ia
openly placing his country's products, he 18 cele-
brating his country's glory and secretly he iy guin-
ing information regarding Germany's nelghbors
and her enemles, such work s regarded as worth
a reward and the reward 1s paid. In one neutral
cduntry 1 was struck by the large number of these
Germun commercial ngents who nreyoung, despite
the fact that the country, belng at war, needs
young men. But the fuct 18 that they can serve
thelr country on this front just as well a8 on the
battle fronts., They are Industrious, Insinuating,
tennclous. The promises they make, In the name
of the great commerelal firms of Germany, are
kept. They go uid come as in time of peace, They
have thelr own hotels, restauriants, cufes, meoting
places, They are serviceable and they push thelr
eagerness 1o be ngrecable o the polat of servility.
While they do not succeed In making themselves
popular, they lmpose themselves on the business
men because they cun quickly obtain from Ger-
many what merchants have patiently but valnly
gought elsewhere.”

M. Desenves urges that the allles put more com-
merclal travelers in the fleld to offset the Germnn
trude enmpaign methods, but he declares that the
French business ngent, undoubtedly Iike the busl-
ness ngents of France's ullles, *has an Insurmount-
able repugnance for esplonage, no matter what the
reward might be."

AL Charles Humbert, proprietor of Le Journal
of Parls, and other publie men of France declure
that in order for the worll to be safe for demoe-
racy Germany must not merely be beaten In the
fleld, but her whele system of militarist govern-
ment, with the country's trade development sub-

servient to It tnst be overthrown and the world's
commeree frevd from serions dangers,  1f this 18
to e effected the whole Germnn fdew of trading
must be modifie|

“Beonomle penctration™ has long heen recog
plzed In Germuny a8 one of the most fmportant
functions of the stute.  The highest In the emplre,
kings, prinees, nobles and hereditary Inndd -
nates, have vied [n showing thelr interest in ull 1n-
dustrinl and commerclal enterprises of mugnitude
andd In promotiny in every way possible to them the
expansion of German trade, whille ehuncellors, eab-
tnet ofieers and members of purlinment have prac-
tically been nt the beek and eall of corporations
and individuals emborking on pew undertakings
on # large senle. The state In many lines hos be
come the partner of leading promoters and In chses
where eapitai Is risked In enterprises, which it
successful must redound to the benefit of the em-
pire, that enpital Is practically gunranteed ngalnst
logs. Should the enterprise Itself be revenled as
practicable, but be jeopardized by Incompetency or
dishonesty, the gtate will find n way to step in, to
protect the outslde investor and to turn the enter-
prise to success, Differently from what occurs In
certaln more democratie countries, the Germun
state does not stand aloof from trade and Indus-
try, does not eye “big business” with cold suspl-
clon, or permit the legislative bodies to molest It
with a muliltude of pin-pricking laws, The kalser
poses ns the friend and nssoclate of great muni-
tlons munutacturers, visits with Westphalian conl
barons, presides at the launching of steamships
owned by private corporations and lends the en-
courngement of his presence to the cutting of
canals, or the making of nutomoblles, or shoes, or
carpets, by private enterprise. The whole attitude
of the state towhrd trado s different In Germany.

By Instinet, it 18 possible that the kalser, the
princes, th» counts pnd the barons of Germany
have as |/itle desire to come In contact with the
ordinary mortals who are “in trade” as certaln ti-
tled Britous have, but in Germany duty to the state
overcomes the repugnnnee, The one supreme duty
of all Is to promote the military might of the state,
for In this way alone can Germany's greatness be
assured.

But military power in these times Is dependent
on economlc power, The nation with the most
money cun win wars, is the crude commercial way
in which the idea has heen phrased in other coun-
tries, Germany has different notlons, but admits
the hard fuct that trade and militarism ure luter-
related, And as the warfare of today has called
for new miethods on the battlefleld, so it nlso de-
mands new forms of ald from commerce. Through
trade and commerce the armed forces of the natlon
can deliver some of thelr most telliing blows. Sinee,
in the present hour, whether one llkes It or not,
the faet 1= ostablished that the army I8 more than
ever depondlent on cominerce, the army must now
work for trade and teade must work for the army.
This rensoning was furnished ns the fundamental
Justifying motive for the lnw on eivil conseription
in Geronuy, and the German government, 1f 1t
endures, = expeeted to push the principle as vigor-
ously after the war as it does now. Even If Ger-
many lost the war, 1t 18 aflirmesd, she can count on
teimmnphine ultimutely through her trude methods,

How vigorously Germany 18 workling on this prin-
clple 18 bist renllzed from the fact that since the
bheginning of the war, and to a greatly Incrensed
extent in the pest year, the Germnn governiment

has effeor ol nes combinations hetween lending
manuine pg and commercinl concerns In Ger
many eneecd in foreign business and 18 using the
governt resources In the combinations, The
facts in ths regard, known from other sources, nre

confirmed Ly the compluints of the smaller Ger
man cotcorns left out of the combinntion and de-
prived, nol merely of all financial and commercinl
participation, but nlso of ull knowledge of the busi:
ness operations in which the government and Mg
busipess nrie engaged, It s this apparently estube
Bshed fuct of the unfon of the government with
the most lmportant of the Geran firms transnet-
ing business nbrond wideh I the busls for much of
the copcern manlfested in the conntries of the ol
Heg rpegarding the Germnn method of hendling
teade nnd commeryge and the future evilg which I#
forecnsis

PLANT LOOKS LIKE SHEEP
Singular Growth Resembles Animal So

Greatly as to Deceive Even an
Experienced Shepherd,

“Soame of the most sinegulor |'|‘I1I!“
In the worlil,” says n owriter in
April Wide World, “are the vegetable
sheep of New  Zenland Il nre
ktown to seleonce as Roowlia eshla,
and  although they are of Such o
strange hablt of growth they are memn
hors of the dalsy weibes The vegetabie
shieop grow ot high sltitudes, usoulls

the

on sore hlenk mountaln slope, which

mny be S0 feet ghove sea level, The
whole Plant Is n companet  miss of
dtems  densely  coversd with  small

woolly leaves,  Se closely do the Raou-

Hons resemble sheep thnt experienced
shephierds witl often gl o long way
up the mountain thinking that they
goe some missing member of thelr flock
huddied ngainst o rock, only to dis
cover thut they have heen decelved by
n plunt!  During o recent exhibition
at  Christehureh, In New  Zealand, |
some spechmens of the vegetable shoeep
were  eollected  for the show,  The
plants are often Inrge and heavy, and
It r.-:;uirwl thie offorts of half o dozen
sIpang men to secure some ine exim-

es of the Roonlins"”

Btata of Olln, City of Toledo, Lucas
County-—ns

Frank J Cheney makes oath that hoe s
senlor partner of the firm of I° J Cheney
& Co.. dolng business In the City of To-
ledo, County and State aforesald, and that
pald Arm will pay the sum of ONE HI'N-
DRED DOLLARS for any case bf Catarrh
that eannot be cured by the use of
HALL'S CATARRH MEDICINE

FRANK J. CHENEY

Aworn to befora me and subscribed In
my Iervm-nce. this éth day of December,
A JLLL

(Beald A. W Oleason, Notary Publie.

HALL/S CATARRH MEDICINE « tak-
sn internally and ncts through the Riood
on the Mucous Surfaces of the System.

Druggists, The.  Testimonlals free.

¥, J. Cheney & Co., Toledo, Ollo,

Educate Blind Soldiers.

The ahlest educators of the hlind in
the country are co-operating with the
government In its plans for the mnst!
complete system of  re-education for
Blinded soldiers that has ever been
underiaken, When thelr education hns
been perfected the committes will find
employment for soldiers and ald them
In flling thelr old places In the com-
munity. Mrs, T. Harrison Garrett has
offered her Baltimore estate of ninety-
nine aeres to serve as a hosplial school
for the blinded officers and men;

FARMERS ARE WORKING HARDER

And using their feet more than ever before.
For all those workers the frequent use of
Allen’s Foot= Ease, the antlseptio powder to
be shaken Into the shoes and sprinkled In the
foot-lath, lucreases thelr efMeloncy sod lo-
sures needed physioal comfort. It takes the
Frictlon from the Bhoo, freshens the feot,
and prevents tired, nching sod blistered foet. |
Women everywhere are constant users of
Allen's Foot= Fase. Don't get foot sore, get
Allen's Foot=Ease. So0ld by dealers overy-
where, 350, ~—Adv,

|
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French Testaments,

To nssist the United Stntes soldiers
to learn French, and nt the same time
mnke reading the Bible more In-
teresting, the DBible society has Issued
a speciul pocket edition of the Gospel
of St. Mark, contulning the Gospel In
French on one page and its counter-
part In English on the opposlite pnge.

Iimportant to Mothere
Pxamine carefully every bottle of
CASTORIA, that famous old remedy '
for Infants and children, and see that it |
Bears the
Signature of
-
In Use for Over 30 Years,
Children Cry for Fletcher's Castoria

It's wonderfully easy for a small
man to swallow his anger when the
other fellow Is a heavyweight.

Beautiful, clear white clothes delights
the laundress who usea Red 0'0-13-!]
Blue, All grocers. Adv.

They will be the richest at the end
of this war who have given the most. l

e,

Don't Be Afraid

MARCH TO VICTORY

Courage 1s o matter of the HWood
Withont good red bBloodd o mon hoas »
wenk heart and poor nerves,

In the spring I8 the bhest time to
take stock of one's condition. If the
blood = thin and watery, face pale or
pimply, generally wenk, tired and st
less, one should take a spring tonle,
One that will de the spring house.
cleaning, nn old-fashioned herbal rems-
edy thut was uged by everybody nearly
50 yenrs ngo ts still safe and sane bes
eause It contning no aleohol or narcots
It Is mude up of Blood root, Gold-
en Seal root, Oregon Grape root,
Queen's root, Stone root, Black Cherry
bark—extroctd  with glyeerine and
made tnto Hguld or tablets, This biood
tonle was first put out hy Dr. Plerce
in ready-to-use form and since then
has been sold by milllan bottles as Dr.
Pleree's Golden Medieal Discovery, It
druggizts do not keep this in tablet
form, send G0 conts for a vinl to Dr.
Plerce's Invallds' Hotel, Buffalo, N, Y.

Kidney disease carries awny n lnrge
percentnge of our people.  What |s to
be done? The answer is easy, Eat loss
ment, ent conrse, plain food, with plenty
of vegetables, drink plenty of water
between menls, and take an urle acld
solvent after rienls for n while, such a8
Anurle (double strength), obtalnable at
almost any drug store, It was first
digcovered by Dr. Plerce.  Most eévery
one troubled with urie neld finds that
Anurle dissolves the urle acld as hot
water does sugar. You ¢nn obtaln a
trinl package by sending ten cents to
Doctor Pleree’s Invalids' Hotel and
Surgieal Institute in Buffalo, N. Y,

Small PN
Small Dose

CONSTIPATION

have stood the test of time.

Purely wvegetable, Wonderfully
quick to banish billousness,
headache, Indigestion and to
clear up a bad complexion.
Genuine bears signsture

SoouiRoon!

PALE FACES

Generally Indicate a lack
of lron I the Blood

Carter’sIronPills

Will help this condition

Skin Tortured
Babies Sleep
After Cuticura

Soap 25¢. Ointment 28 and 80e.

pinced anywhers,
attracts and kille
allflios, Nes, clean,

 crnsmenial, convenisal,
[N ctisap. Lasts ol semson.

Made of metal, ean’' Caplll
ar Up ever; will et soll
of |n)ure anyihing, Guae
anitesd sffective, Bald by
Aealary, or § seni by on»
|| o prsss, prapaid, for 100,

MARDLD SOMERS, 180 DE KALD AVE., BROOKLYM, M. ¥,

TYPHO

of Antityphold
Be vaccinated NOW your Iclan, you
gour family, It ls mave vital

than
or send for
gou had TyPbolr" telllog of Typhold Yacciow
mmmumm—%nhum
Produsing Vassines and Serums undor U. 8. Liscnse
The Cutter Laboraiery, Berkolay, Oal,, Chissga Uk

DAISY FLY KILLER

) than e oy
experieacs has :
the slmost nuu:llb-' ol

of Your Meals

Take “Eatonic”
Stomach

and Laugh At
Troubles

H. L. Kramer, the man who origin-
ated Cascarets, has discovered a sure,
gafe, quick-acting rellef for bad stom-
achs. He named it BEATONIC for your
stomach's suke,

You can cat anything you like now
and digest it in comfort, for stomach
eage 18 positively assured If you eat
an EATONIC tablet regularly after
each meal,

EATONIC ncts directly with the
food the moment it enters the stom-
ach. It immediately checks any tens
deney toward too much acld and en-
ables the food to pass from the stoms
ach into the bowel In a sweetened con-
dition, and thus prevents the forma=
fion of sour distressing gases that up-
set digestlon and cause o bloated, dull,
lumpy feeling  that makes your
FOOD REPEAT.

EATONIC enables you to eat your

MAY

preventive If you
and sure, The $1

more than the G0c size.
for late spring and summer, . All druggists, harness deal-
ers or manufacturers.

SIPONN MEDICAL €O, Manufaciurers, Goshen, lana.

fil and lnugh at indigestion, dyspep-
sla, heartburn, “sour stomach"” and sll
the other bugnboos of “the-man-afrald:
of-his-stomach.”

Kramer says: “BATONIO should be
in every home ready for use after ev-
ery meal, An EATONIO tablet will
ald you naturally to easlly digest
and assimilate—your food can be thor-
oughly enjoyed without the slightest
danger of misery from acld stomach.
I strongly advise every one to take A~
TONIC after meals, To correct bad
stomachs and keep them In perfect
condition, it 1s a most wonderful dis-
covery.”

If EATONIC falls to give you
prompt stomach rellef, your money
will be refunded ; 50c buys a large box
at any drug store, Or write to Eatonle
Remedy Co,, 1018 8, Wabash Ave., Chl-
cugo, U. 8. A.

Spring Run of Distemper

B WHOLLY AVOIDED BY USBING

“SP““NS" :I'l:-'il results.

outlay of money brings very
It is n sure cure and &
use 1t an per directions. Simple, safe
size is twice the quantity and an ounce
Get your horses In best condition

small




