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‘ By EDWARD W. PICKARD.

The United States sustained its first
. severe blow In the war on Wednesday,
when the transport Tuscanin, carrying
American troops to Europe, was tor-
pédoed off the north Irlsh coast and
sank lo two hours. At the time of
writing the number of missing, pre-
sumably dead, i 101. Of these H7 were
American officers and enlisted men,
the others being members of the Brit-
ish crew. That the losses were 80
small was due to the excellent work
of the convaying vessels and the time
the Tuscania remalned nfloat.

The fact that such disasters as this
were expected In the process of trans-
porting hundreds of thousands of men
to Burope does not lessen the shock
to the natloh or mitigate the anguish
of the relatives of the victims. But
those relatives have the great consola-
tlon of knowing that thelr hoys met
thelr fate bravely and enlmly, as Amer-
fcan soldlers should, and that they guve
their lives for thelr country and for
clvilization as truly as if they had died
on the field of battle. Most of these
troopers were but partly tralned mem-
bers of forestry and other contingents
going over to work behind the lines,
but when the first excitement of the
explosion had passed these lads, llke
veteran soldiers, lined up on the deck
and sang national airs while they wait-
ed their turns In lifeboats.

The sinking of the Tuscania has
served to weld the determination of
the entire mation to see the war
through to a victorious finish. It also
has brought forth the lnformation that
the American navy, which so far has
been fighting the U-boats with make-
shift devices, 1s- now about ready to
e, DPut into operation new devices and

methods that, it is confidently belleved,

will prove most effective In dealing

with the murderous submarines. The

movement of troops to the other slde

will not be checked In the slightest by

the loss of this One transport. Saya

Becretary of the Navy Danlels: "“Just

as fast as our ships can carry men to

Wurope they will go,~and just as fast

as they are equipped they will be sent,

and ships will carry them, and no man

living will aver agaln see the day when

our goods will be carrled across the

' Atlantic except in ships filying the flag
of the Unlted States."
—

For a bunch that ia determined to
have peace, the bolshevikl of Russia
are getting plenty of fighting (hese
days. And according to reports, they
are not getting the best of it. Under-
taking to coerce Finland into a revolu-
tion lke thelr own In Russia, they and
the Finnish guards have been de-
feated in long and bloody battles at
Uleabhorg and Tammerfers by the gov-
srnment forces commanded by General
Mannerhelm;, known ars the White
guard, Uleaborg was the chief mill-
tary depot of the Russiana in northern
Finland, and both there and at Tam-
merfors the White guard captured con-

. slderable stores of munitions and arms.

Bo far Sweden has refused to permit

supplies to be sent across the border

te Gene Mannerheim, despite the
demands of the Swedish press ar¥ peo-

le. .

o To the south the bolshevikl are fight-

ing both the Ukrainians and the Rou-

manians In Besarabia and apparently
getting well whipped. In one fight the

Roumnninns captured and disarmed

two entire divislons of Russians, In

western Biberin General Kaledines was
sald to he work!ng his way toward

Omsk, while farther east another force
of Cossdcks wad moving north from

! —

troops had captured Mohllev, head-
quarters of the bolshevikl army, and
bhad captured Commander in Chief
Krylenko and his staff.

A deadlock over the question of the
Ukralne put an end, for the present
it least, to the peace negotiutions at
Brest-Litovsk. The Germans, It was
fald, then demanded thelr terms be ac-

soclulist army and continue resistance,

Meanwhile economic and food condi.
tions In Petrograd and other parts of
Russia are growing steadlly worse.

It Is quite evidefit that Trotaky has
been counting on a real revolution of
the workers of Germany, and It Is
equally evident that no such revolution
Is forthcoming In the near future, The
widespread strikes which were halled
with joy by the foolishly optimistie
were gquickly crushed by the mlilitary
power of the government, many of the
leaders foreed Into the army and the
rank and file of the workers driven
back to their labor, n this Internnl
struggle the German antocracy seem-
ingly did not yleld a single point to the
democraecy. though some effect of the
strikes moy nppear in the future. The
radienl leaders In the emplre are not
backing water, uny more than are thelr
autoeratic apponents, and the situation
there Is still eritieal.
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AB a suhstitute for the waraonbinet
and munitions directornte bills which
he so firmly opposes, President Wil-
son on Wednesday had Introduced In
the senate by SBenator Overman a bill
designed to do away with bureaueratic
Inefficiency and to give the chlef exee-
utive vast powers, It was drafted for
Mr, Wilson by the attorney general
and authorizes the president during
the war to distribute, co-ordinate, con-
solidate and otherwise reorganize any
and all existing administrafive func-
tions ‘and agencies and create such
new agencles as he deems necessary
for the conduct of the war. He Is also
authorized to transfer appropriations
from one department, bureau or com-
mission to any other agency he may
designate,

Those who support- the measure say
it properly confers on jfhe president,
a8 commander in chief of the natlon's
armed forces, whatever power he
deems necessary to perform his task
with efficlency. Other congressmen
declared the bl actually creates a mil-
itary dictatorship, There doesn't seem
to be much difference between these
two views,
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Ships, ships and more ships, Is still
the cry of the United States and the
entente allles, and all are agreed that
ultimate victory hangs largely on the
abllity of America to turn ont the re-
quired amount of tonnage to transport
its troops and the Immense quantities
of food and munitions necessary. The
present lack is not shipyards and ma-
terial, but 1abor. Already the govern-
ment 18 operating great yards on hoth
consts, and others are belng rapldly
completed, but even those now In op-
eratlon are working but one shift of
men where three should be worked.
The appeal for laborers In the yards
is urgent and shounld meet with ample
response, not only for patriotic rea-
gons, hut for melfish reasons, too, for
the pay assured Is large. The Unlited
States now has In- all services abont
4,000,000 tons of shipping, approxi-
mately one-fourth of which Is engnged
in bringing in materials that have been
consldered Industrial essentinls, The
government I8 consldering a plan to
make a 80 per cent reduction In Imports
by ellminating articles that are not es-
sential to the winning of the war, This
would help some, and of course the
allles con supply a eertain amount of
tonnage, but there will still bhe left a
wide discrepancy between the avatla-
ble amonnt of shipping and the smount
we must have In order that Secretary
Baker's promise of half a milllon men
in Kurope by spring atd a tniliton and

udded a cheerful note when he sald
the United States “will furnish niore
men and more money for the war In a
fur shorter time than has been the
fondest hope of our own people or the
pations with which we are associated,”
— -

Directly connected with the question

of ocenn transportution Is the propo-

the sector held by General Pershing.
This would serve to relleve the exist-
Ing congestion at the French ports
where Amerieans now fre debarked.
This and similar plans are still under
discusslon,

Although General Maurice, director
of military operations, says the allles
are still numerically superior on the
west front and have no fear of the re-
sults of the expected German drive
there, Great Britain and France are
urging America to get as many men
as possible Into the fAghting lines,
The Germnn concentration movement
lias been golng on steadily and the
German press says all I1s peady to
strike the blow whenever Hindenburg
says the word, and that the greatest
bhattle of the war Is about to begin.
Hindenburg hhoself gave the world a
Inugh the other day when he told a
group of editors that he would be In
Paris hy next April 1,

During the week the Germans at-
tucked the French rather strongly In
the Alsne and Verdun reglons but
were utterly repulsed. All along rhe
west front the activity of the aerinl
forces reached m high plteh, and the
artillery fighting was continnous. The
American cxpeditionary force, whose
sector hns been revealed as lying east
of St. Mihlel and north of Nancy, was
subjected to every form of attack the
enemy could devise, nnd stood It all
well, replylng vigorodkly and effective-
Iy. There I8 no lingering doubt as to
how well and bravely Pershing's boys
will fight. The accurate fire of thelr
batteries 1r especially noteworthy.

There lms been little change in the
situation An Italy, the invadera having
lost ground If anything. The Italian
aviators did excellent work In bombing
the enemy’s rear lines and munition
statlons, while the Boche alrmen de-
voted their efforts mainly, and charac-
teristleally, to attacks on Venlce, Trev.
iso, Padua and Mestre, where the
greatest damage they could do was to
women and children, hospltala and
architectural treasnres, ~
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Uncle 8am is putting the clamps on
the enemles within his horders In a
way that probably will check thelr ne.
farious operations, In New York
Franz von Rintelen and six of his fel.
low consplrators were found gullty and
glven the maximum sentence, The en-
forced registration of all enemy aHens
wns bhegun throughout the ecountry
The government's determination to
keep out -sples and epldemlc-cansing
germs sent by the Germnns waus ex-
emplified In the minute examination
glven the passengers and cargo of n
Duteh steamship that arrived at New
York. Of necessity most of the secret
service work of the government re
mains secret, but its Increasing effec
tiveness becomes apparent,

——

Milder weather and the earnest ef-
forts of the men who run the raflways
served to relleve the conl famine to a
conslderable extent, though fuel condl-
tions are very bad, especlally in the
Atlantic const states, The federal fuel
administration took over the control
of fuel oll.

Food Administrator Hoover placed
more stringent restrictlona on the use
of wheat and meat throughout the
country, and ordéred all publle eating
houges to obsérve a two-ougee ration
of wheat bread. The people are urged
to make larger use of potntoes In or
der to save wheat, the crop of the tu-

:::'bdnl the biggest the country ever

“Persons owning land here ‘and still
living In the Btates should, it they
don't fecl themselves able to come up
here and finance themselves until they
could get thelir first crop, get some of
thelr land broken and,. worked down
in the fall before théy come. The
pext spring they could come and put
In the crop, fence and put up thelr
bulldings. This way they have to

land and put it in crop the first year,
because the molsture 1s not in the
ground and a fallure Is almost cer-
taln unless it is an exceptionally wet
year, €

“One of the boys from that locallty,
Mr, Peder M. Jensen came to Alberta
last spring. He bought a 80-60 Rum-
ely Oll-Pull engine on the 8th day of
June, 1017. After that date he broke
1,100 acres of prairie sod for which
he recelved an average of $5.00 per
.m‘

“Mr. Honsen from your commaunity,
was up here last fall with several
prospective land huyers from that
nelghborhood. At that time he in-
quired the value of the crop on the
section we were farming, We told
him that it would probably mnke fn
the nelghborhood of $12,000, This
same crop when sold brought nearly
$19,000. 'The most of it belng sold
when prices were low for the year,—
Advertisement. v

The Main Thing.
“Don’t take any notice of the cook,
Muarla.” *I haven't denr, but she's just
glven it

Red Cross Ball Blue, made in America,
therefore the best, delights the bousewife,
All good grocers, Adv.

Conservation of spnce Is a good
Idea—but a man doesn’t have to locate
a brewlng-vat In his stomach.

Dr. Plerce’s Pleasant Pellets are the
original little liver pllis put up 40 years
ago. They regulate liver and bowels. Ad.

A man may muke a profitable busl-
mess reputation even by the way he
scrapes and washes his barn,
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