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HREE years ago It began to dawn

upon American officinls that the
great German  conspirncy—con-
cerning which the few revelations
50 far made have electrified the
natlon—wns under way, To meet
it they had only the ngencles
which were barely adequate for
peace; there was hardly a man
who had ever matched wits with
the forelgn government experts,
The story of how this menace wans met can a8
yet be told only In part. But not the least In-
teresting part concerns (he men who have
done the work.

Chlef of the wenpons which were at hand was
the secret service of the department of Justice,
Its agents were an unobtrusively efficlont lot, but
woefully smnall fn numbers and, for the most
part, Inexperienced In Internatlonal affairs.
“White slaves" and predatory business had been
thelr chief game. The even smaller force of
the treasury secret service was almost fully oe-
cupled with Its routine duties of guarding the
currency and the president’s life. It, too, has
rendered amazing service against the sples, but
upon the department of justice agents fell the
chlef burden,

They were called upon to match the eraft,
the experience and the ruthlessness of the keen-
est of German sples, who were backed by a
renowned secret service organization and unlim-
ited funds,

Thelr chief, the man who had developed the
government detectlve foree, who had laid the
foundation for an extensive, loosely geared, even
running mechanism, and who promptly assem-
bled it when the need came, is Alexander Bruce
Blelankl (“Home Run” Bielaskl they called him
in his high school days). He entered the depart-
ment a dozen years ago, when the development
of n bureau of Investigation to handle secret
work for which no other provision had been mnde
was started.

This bureau wans commissioned to wrestle with
violations of neutrality, with those of the nation-
al banking laws, with antitrust eases, bucket
sghop cases, “white slnve" cascs; It wus to prose
cute those who Impersonate an officer of the
government, to pursue those who flee the coun-
try and seck to evade the long arm of the federal
law.

There were nlready saveral detective agencles
in the government, each ereated for a specliic pur-
pose and limited by law In its operations. For In-
stance, there was the secret service in the treas.
ary department, There were customs agents to
prevent  smuggling, land agents to protect the
public domain, post office inspectors to make
difficult the misuse of the malls. But the speclal
agents of the department of justice hand a field
many times ns broad as that occupied by any other
detective agency. One phase of its work alone—
that of circumventing violations of neutrality—
became a herculenn task when the war broke.

The department of justice refused to follow
precedent in Its creation of a detective agency.
bullt a staff of operatives that was a new thing In
the fleld of detective work. In doing so It made
bralns its first requisite of selection of men and
held that education was a developer of brains.

The youngsters of this service have succeeded
where veteran police have falled. Every case an
operative undertakes 18 an entirely new problem,
In which his past experience is by no means an
infalllble guide. It needs brains and Initiative.

A young agent of the bureau of Investigation,
formerly a salesman for a wholesale grocer, went
into the Alleghenles on his first case and cleaned
up a nest of moonshiners that had defled local
authoritles and United States marshals for years.
Another of these men worked as a laborer on the
docks of New Orleans and found out the meth-
ods employed by the sugar samplers in so grad-
ing imported cargoes that the loss to the govern-
ment was hundreds of thousands In dutles every
year. Still another “roped in" with Mexican
revolutionists in El Paso,

The importance of the work of these special
agents may be measured by an account of the
circumstances back of the seizure of the port of
Vera Cruz In April, 1014, and the part played in
that event by one of those Ingenlous men. It
was some months before that event that a huge,
bearded Russian attracted the attentlon of a
house detective In a New York hotel by the dis-
play of a draft for §3,000,000 signed by President
Huerta of Mexlco, The house detective tele-

phoned the special agents, who watched the opera- .

tlons of the Russian,

That individual bought firearms and ammunl-
tion In sufiiclent quantities to load a ship. It
was the business of the government to see te
it that he did not send this to Mexico, ns there
was an embargo on firearms to that country. The
ship, however, cleared for Odessa, Russia, and the
special agents traced It to that polnt and wit-
nessed the refusal of the Russian government to
allow the ‘ummunition to be landed, because of
a fear that it was to be used by revolutionists,
They saw the ship agaln traverse the Mﬂlilorru-
nean and unlond its cargo at Hamburg, The
specinl ngents noted, however, that the Russinn
had disnppeared, and suspected that he was more
Joynl in his own pocket than to the Mexlcan
government.

The smmunition was reshipped from Hamburg
to Vern Cruz. As It approached the lntter port
the United States, under the Influence of the ln-
formation furnished by its specinl agents, entered
and selzed the port that Huerta might not get
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occupation of Vera Cruz
followed. It later dey-
eloped that most of the
ammunition bought by the
Russinn was junk, and
that Mexico had been
chented by him, and that
he had returned, probably
enriched to the extent of
$1,000,000, to the land of
his fathers,

Such was the work of
the special agents before
the war. Bielaskl, In Washington, sat at the
center of the web which covered the nntlon. In
other Important ecitles, such as New York, Chi-
cago, New Orleans, there were lesser web cen-
ters. In the federal bullding in each fmportant
city was an oflice of special agents with a group
of operatives which revolved about it. In the
smaller centers were gingle representatives
who could call for re-enforcements whenever an
emergency developed. Then there were the free
lances of the service, those who could be shut-
tled to whatever point required the attentlon of
especlally skilled men,

Bielaski is the silent man with every mesh of
the web In his sensitive fingers. His career Is
one that might well be an Inspiration to nany ams-
bitlous youngster. He entered the department
of Justice 12 years sgo as a laborer and for n
compensation of 8660 a year, Soon he was a
clerk of special agents, then an examiner, a spe-
cinl exnminer, an assistunt to the attorney gen-
eral, acting chle€ and chief of special agents,
This latter post he has held since 1912, These
have been the years during which the newest and
greatest of the government's detective agencles
has been taking definite form. Bielaski has been
molding It,

Then the great war eame, and the United States
found Itself a non-participant faced with the ne-
cessity of maintaining neutrality within Its bor-
ders, Finally this country was itself in war and
must combat the much vaunted secret service
of the Germans, and must watch those milllons
of people llving within Its borders that had been
born In enemy countries and whose allegiance
was sufficlently In doubt to make thelr survell-
lance necesanry,

During the period of neutrality scores of un-
pleasant situations arose because of the insist-
ence of Germany upon abusing the hospitality of
the United States. Almost the first of these
resulted from a plan lald by Capt, Franz von Pa-
pen, military attache to the German embassy, for
obtaining false passports for the use of German
reservists. First through Lleut, Hans von Wedell
and later through one Ruroede he operated an
office In New York which sought to get vagabonds
around the wharfs and cheap boarding houses
and to Induce these men to apply to Washington
for passports, which he purchased and use” In
returning reservists to Europe, The plan had not
been working long when a speclal agent from the
New York office was on the trall. He succeeded
in representing himself as the proper sort of man
to secure fraudulent passports, and was soon
deep In the confidence of the Germans. Ruroede
was sent to prison; von Wedell fled, but was In-
tercepted by the Britlsh and Imprisoned, and the
whole scheme wns broken up. Van Papen was
recalled at the request of the state department
because of “improper activitles,” of which this
was but one.

The watchfulness of the speclal agents was evi-
denced by the fact that they knew the exact hour
when, on April 19, 1016, Wolf von Igel had taken
70 pounds of secref papers out of various hiding
places and assembled them for transfer to Wash-
Ington. Von Igel operated from an office at 60
Wall street. Though he was an employee of the
German embassy, there was a question as to
whetMfir hls papers were Immune from selzure,
as they would be In the embassy, 80 he was
making ready to transfer them to unquestioned
gafety. He claimed that his papers were exempt
from the right of selzure. The German ambas-
sador backed his claim. The speclal agents ad-
mitted that If they were official papers of the
embassy they should be returned. They took
them to Washington, where, at the state depart-
ment, they met the German ambassador. Through
long hours of night that ofMivial dug through
those papers.  They placed him In o most em-
barrassing position. 1f he clalmed them as state
l‘wrs he adinltted an officlal part in thelr reves
lations. If he falled to clalm them he left this
fneriminating evidence In the hands of the Amer-
feun authoritles, e deelded that the latter
course wag the less embarrnssing, Practically
all the papers were left with the speclal ngents.
These papers revealed a degree of schemydng and
Intrigue ngnlnst a neutral country that IsMalmost
beyond conception,
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When Capt. von Papen laid his plans in the
German club, In New York, for the Invasion of
Cannda by Germans in the United States, the spe-
cinl ngents knew of his plans, The flusco of the
Welland canual, the unnvailing activities of Paul
Koenlg, chief detective of the Hamburg-Ameri-
ean line; the machinations of Capt. Karl Boy-
Ed—all eame to nnught and were well known by
the American authorities.

Finally eame the master spy of them all, Capt.
Franz von Rintelen, intimate of the kalser, a man
of highest social rank and vast wealth, with
plans to overturn all In Ameriea that worked
agalnst the Interests of Germany, He poured out
money llke water and met enthusiastic co-opera-
tion on all sldes, It seemed almost as If every
man In America was willing to help to the ex-
tent of accepting large amounts of money from
von Rintelen. In fact, Americans took his money
right and left, and rendered no service in re-
turn. Great quantitles of German money were
spent, but little progress was made toward attaln-
ing the results for which Germany strove,

When these activities are surveyed as a whole,
the effort of German intrigue In Ameriea I8 seen
to have been astonishingly fertile. In the face
of such a lnck of results It Is difficult to belleve
i the excellence and cleverness of Prussian es-
plonage, This newly organized agency of the
United States, Intended for application to the
tasks of pence, crossed swords with what Is
termed the greatest spy system In the world, aud
thus far It has not beer bested,

Then, suddenly the United States Itself was
thrust Into the war. With tens of thousands of
German reservists, hundreds of thousands of Ger-
man citizens, milllons of people of German blood,
this country would appear to have been In a po-
gitlon of great danger from within. Certalnly
there was need of sharp watchfulness. No other
belllgerent nation was confronted by an Internal
allen-enemy problem of such magnitude.

The government In this emergency offered BI-
elaskl the assistance of representatives of its
other departments elsewlere. There were, for
Instance, certaln representatives of the depart-
ment of agriculture, scattered from coast to const,
who knew thelr communitles well. These were
Instructed to wateh for individuals who gave evi-
dence of disloynlty to the Unlted States and re-
port back to the department of justice, when
there was time, or to the nearest United States
attorney when quick actlon was required. The
post office sent Instructions to 45,000 postmasters,
83,000 letter carriers and 43,000 rural dellvery
man. Each of these was Instructed to keep his
ear to the ground for any showing of disloyalty
from within and report promptly. The land of-
fice, the Indian office, the public health service,
the reclnmation gervice—all those governmental
agencles that spread out among the people were
officlally Instructed to help protect the nation from
any possible foe from within,

Those other detective agencies of the govern-
ment such us the secret service, the post office In-
spectors, the customs agents, were called upon
for skilled assistance. On the Instant, almost, and
entirely aslde from these government ngencles,
there was bullt up In sllence a secret service of
volunteers which Is today effectively at work, Its
tentacles steal out through newspaper offices,
banks, hotels, over rallrond systems, Into muniel-
pal governments, through the radlations of tray-
eling salesmen. It is a loose organization, but it
works under Instructlons and knows what to do
when It finds a plague spot,

And this vast machine has heen placed In the
hands of a young man, who, 12 years ago, fresh
from high school, entered the government service
as a laborer at $680 a year. “Home Run" Blel-
askl, son of n minister, grandson of Capt. Alex-
ander Bleluskl, who dled in battle at Bull Run,
descendant of a Pollsh patriot who fought that
America might become a nation, Is making opers-
tion diflicult for the sples of the enomy,

USING CAST IRON SHELLS,

They are mnking shells of cast iron In France,
making them ot the rate of 1,000,000 n day, The
Selentitle Amerlean quotes Edgar A, Custer as
saying these are more effective than steel shells
In attacking carthworks.

RECIPE FOR GRAY HAIR.

To half pint of water add 1 oz Bz
Rum, a small box of Barbo Compoun
and a‘ oz, of glycerine. Any druggist can
put this up or you can mix it at home at
very little cost, Full directions for mak-
ing and use come in each box of Barbo
Compound, It will gradually darken
streaked, faded gray hair, and make it soft
and glossy. It will not color the sealp, is not
sticky or greasy, and does not rub off. Adv,

Poor John,
John—"*There are nlways two sides
to every  argument, Marthn,”  Mar-
tha—"Yes; yours and the right slde,

John,"

Happy in the home where Red Cross |

Ball Blue is used. Sure to please. All
grocern, Adv,
Consistent Garb,
“How wns the runnway conviet

dressed 7
slouch hat.”

“In a cutaway cout nnd

American Soldiers In France,
Read Military Compans Co's “'ad" today. adv.

Atlantn has increased  salarles of

1,444 clty employees.
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CASCARA & QUININE

u\ﬂ"
The old edy —In tablet

¥ to take..
ates—no unpleasant after effects,
ures colde in 24 hours - Grip In 3
days. Money back |f itfails. the
enuine with
ed Top and Mr.
Hill's picture on it
24 Tableta for 25¢.

At Any Drug Store

Skin Troubles

Zwith Cuticura
“: Soap 25¢. Ointment 25¢ & 5%
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Ingron, 0 Pooke foee, HHighs
asb releroncos, Bost resulis

Distemper

CURES THE SICHK

And prevents others having the digense no matler how
exposcd, B0 ecents and Bl a bottle, 85 and £10 a dozem

druggists and turf goods houses,

Spohn Medical Co., Manufacturers, Goshen, Ind.,U.5.A.

Canada. Canada’s
Manitoba,

farmers to make and

or other lands at very low
also grow wonderful ¢ of Oats,
ing

beef or dairy

myigration, Ottawa, Canada, or to

say, who have gone from the U. S, to
settle on homesteads or buy land in Western
invitation to every industrious worker to settle in

am or Alberta is especially attractive. She wants

money happy, prosperous
byhelplnghunhelmmnuwhm'crmtofeedthewoﬂd.

You Can Get a Homesteadof 160 Acres Free ¢

prices, Where you can buy good farm
land at $15 to $30 per acre that will raise 20 to 45 bushels of $2
wheat to the acre—it's easy to become

rops of
fully as profitable an industry as grain raisin
asses, full of nutrition, are the only food requ
purposes. Good schools and churches;
markets convenient; climate excellent. Write for literature
and particulars as to reduced railway rates to Supt. of Im-

W V.BENNETT -
Room 4, Dee Bldg., Omaha. Neb.
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Pathetic.

“What I8 more puthetie,” nsked the
sentimental young woman, “than n
man who has loved and lost?"

“Well,' ‘replled the man of experl-
ence,” n fellow who has het about $20
on a sure thing and found out that he
was wrong Is entitled to a nook at the
wailing place.”

“Cold In the Head"
is an acute wttack of Nasal Cagarrh. Per.
sons who are subject to frequent *‘colds
in the head” will find that the use of

ALL'S CATARRH MEDICINE will
build up the Bystem, cleanse the Blood
and render them less liable to colds
Repeatod attacks of Acute Catarrh may
lead to Chronie Catarrh.

HALL'S CATARRH MEDICINE is tak-
en internally and acts through the Blood
on the Mucous Burfaces of the Bystem.

1l Druggists 76c. Teatimonials free.
00.00 for any camse of catarrh that
HALL'S CAT H MEDICINE will not

ﬂ;'.‘l'. Cheney & Co., Toledo, Ohlo.

Hot Water.
“Bliggins 1s always getting Into hot
water,”
“Yes," replled Miss Cayenne. *“He
is s0o cold-blooded 1 suppose it Is a
kind of rellef.,”

Some men who Imagine they are cut
out for politicinns are poor fits,
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Military Luminous Pocket Compass

It ia bright st n;.m and polopta the way for
'onfboylnuu ark. Alwaysinhls poeket it
A aiways ready for uso Tr IuMB-I T
DOUS cotnpasses now In the ailied armies,
Olosed hunter form, thin wateh model eansj
looks llke latest ihln watches, Bolld white
mmp :I{um n Iud*lﬂ. Engraving, plaln
blook letters, o each; large Initials | wu:;
onograms 8l up, Satinfactiongu
aul woney order oduy.

MILITARY COMPASS COMPANY
1198 Brondway Ounkiand, Cal,
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It

W. N. U., LINCOLN, NO.

EI'ﬂél:n-a.mlm Dlrecto;y_-
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THE PAXT“ Omaha, Nebrasks
EURUGFEAN PLAN
Roomms frou §1.00 up siogle, Theeuts up douh &

PRICES REASONABLE

VAN ARNAM DRESS PLEATING

& BUTTON CO,
3136-7 Paxton Block Omaha, Neb,
Accordlon, koife, side, space, box,
suuburst and combinativa pleat
Ing, hemsiliching, pleot eduing,
ploking, ruching, covering buttons,
ol styles and alscs. Price List Fres.

CREAM WANTED

Market your erenm where [t will net you the moag
money. e Fulrmont Crenmery Company
offers you the benefit of s thirty four ‘n‘alu uf X
perience, By naly&lh. youreream to this ecmpan
you will reselve full warket valoe In pojuents
your check will be sent you dally; you wiillsive px=
presa charges and your cans wiil be retumed wors
promptly. They yusrantee to tet you from Mo w g0
more per can for {‘nnr eroam than you ean got by
solling It st howe, Bhioto the nearest Nebraska fao-

e losaled M ]

tory. Omabs, Crete and Urasd 'aland,
Our Lincoln Brand Seeds is the last word on guality
Send today for our 198 page catalog. It is

free to you. GRISWOLD SEED & NUKS-
l.&i CO., Dept, 169 Lincoln, Nobraska

Ship Turkeys, Poultry
Capons;, Veal, Rabbits, Butier,
Eggs, Hides, ele. to
| PERRY & CO., OMAHA, NEB,
We pay prompily CASIL. Coops
and Cases furnished. 20 yeurs o
Omusbn. Write for tags.

BANDS ATTENTION!

WiLD. Domey, formerly Solo Cornetist, Liberatl's

nd, selis new and tecund band |(Dstromenis

o wade viclios and all siriog instruments

bought and sola, l..';nlina all wall orders, Fine
Wnapplies, Adidross:

| G. A. Crancer Co., 1210 O 5t., Lincoln, Nebr.
Care W. ). Dorsey, Mgr. Musical Instrument Depts

FARMS, RANCHES

City property for sale at a bargain, or will

exchange land for city property or c-i’:;

property for farme, Call ofphone 21, B-3850.
NEBRASKA REALTY CO.

706 Terminal Bldg. LINCOLN, NEB,

WINDSOR HOTEL, LINCOLN

w"&llaa&' : 76¢ to §1.50,
o in connection .

HOTEL, LINCOLN

731 0 St B0¢c to 7he.
Cafe in connection
CHRIS ROCKE, propristor of both hotels.

‘More Money for Your

HIDES and FURS

Write for latest market
reporta and tags. They
are free. Wetan hides
for coats and robes.

C. W. SWINGLE & CO.
3175.9th St Lincoln,Neb.

Electric Service
ON AUTOMOBILES

We repalr and supply parts for all moakes of
elecirical equipment used on sutomobiles.

OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVES
For Atwater Kent Ignition
Bijur Btarters, Conpeotlout Ipmition,
ynelo Hiarters, Eleotric Auto-Lite Slariers,
Uray & Davin Starters, North East Brarters,
Westlughouse Btarters.
Bpecial nttention given Lo expreas allipmenta,

RANDALL & NOLL, 317 8.11th 8t., Lincels, Neb,
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