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CHAPTER XXIV—Continued.
-1
He, In troa, wis so lntent upon ma-
neuvering to tinve himself spoken to

by that most geninl of hosts, the
president, that he fulled to see Marle
until slie spoke to him,  The first slighit
of her bewlldered him, nnd his Bow
did not altogether hide the effeets of
the delicious shoek glven him by her
dnzzling benuty, Dut be quivkly re-
covered Nis self-possession when he
gaw that she was with Vandervyn,
That young mon, though more hoylsh-
Iy handsome thun ever, bore hinelf
with rather a sullen nir.  He omet Hur-
dy's clenr gnze with a forced smlle,
The emile beenme still more foreed
when the girl transferred her hiand
from his arm to Hurdy's.

“Oply a very few minutes,” she
goothed the disappolnted lover,

s\Whatever you say !" he deferred to
mer caprice, and he drew back to spenk
g0 a sharpeyed man near the presl-
dent,

Hordy was guzing Into the wonder-

$ul Llue-bluck eyes of his companlon. |

Whey were a8 Inscrutnbile ns when he
pad last looked into their depths, e
tried to spenk calmly, but his voice
ahook.

*Do you know that you ure by far
abe most benutiful woman here?”

Mer long lushes drooped and rose
agnin to disclose the sume Inscrutable
ook,

®go I have peen told several times
alrendy—I wished n few moments
with you, that 1 might thank you for
your generosity, It has given me the
great opportunity of my trip abround
and this visit In Washington."

“I am saving nll the reports of your

T "Very good of you to offer.  HHow-
lv\vr, 1 bolieve 1 have enough left to
list me through,  And in any event, 1
contlid not impose on your generosity,
The money wonld he nsed ngainst him
—whileh, you see, would hardly do.”

“lhen you refuse any loan?"

St was most kind of you to make
the offer.”

@ Quixote de la Mancha!" she
minrmnred,

“Pilting ut muchine windmlilis!"” he
replivl,

Thoueh there wns no trace of bitter-
ness oF satlre In his wit, hee chin lft-
el to the angle of offended pride.
“That Is suflicient, Captaln Hardy.
Muy I usk you to tuke me buck to
him?"

Vandervyn was waitlng for her near
the president.  As they spprouched
him, she gave Hardy n look of half-
relentment.  “You must understand,
Captain, that 1T mwust do as my heart
dictates, though T confess that lobby-
Ing Is fur from agreenble to me, 1
have alrendy met his excellency, and
he hus been so kind as to promlse me
'n hearing”

“I cannot wish you success,” he re-
plied,

Shie gave him a quizzical glance and
turned awny with Vandervyno.

Standing In  the enger, Jostling
erowd that waited for a word or even
w nod from the president, he fully ap-
| preciated the ease with which, In the
"midst of so great a crush, she man-
aged to obtain severnl moments’ con-
versation apart with the nation’s chlef
mugistrate,

She was still beside the president
when the sharp-eyed man to whom
Vandervyn had spoken came uround

soclul triumphs,” he sald. “They have | beside Hardy und murmured a few

tunde me very happy.”

Again the girl's lashes drooped,
*“That Is good of you— It Is quite nec-
essary for me to become the ruge—Iif
1 am to force a recognition from Reg-
gle's relutives, e says that, fortu-
nately, his fancee hing become Interest-
ed In nnother mun who 1s quite ns ell-
gible as himself.”

Ilardy's eyes contructed, yet he did
not falter:

“sinee It will bring you happiness, 1
—wish him—good fortune.'”

“You do?* The question was al-
most an exclamation.
once reginined her guiet composure.
“I do not understund. 1f you wish him
good fortune, why then do you seek
to prevent him from recelving his
compensation a8  utloroey for the
tribe?"”

“1 snld good fortune,” replied Har-
dy. “Any monecy pald him on that
contruct would be talnged.”

Marle arched her black eyebrows.
“1g It not true that he will get through
a much lurger approprintion than oth-
erwise would have been made?”

But the girl at |

words In his ear. Hurdy looked him
in the eye, bowed, and quletly started
to move away. The man followed him
until he bhad left the White House,

CHAPTER XXV.

Condemned.

The court-tnurtinl began Its session
at nine In the morning, and the trial
of Hurdy was over before three in the
afternoon,  Vandervyn testified to the
suppression by the accused of the ex-
tstence of the developed mine and of
| Redbenr's misconduet.

Hardy's statements In explanation
of his actions were as brief as they
were cold and dry. Acting as a civil
officer, he hnd considered the guestion
of withholding uny mention of the
mine as a matter within his diseretion,
When interrogated whether he had not
tnken advantuge of this suppression
to enter the contest and win the mine |
for himself, his bald admission of the
fuct, ununccompanied by any explana-
tion of his motives, was recelved by
his officer Judges with marked gravity.

The other charges were far more

“The lunds nre fully worth the | serlous, and he opposed them with

amount agreed upon,' stuted Hardy. ! vigor,

sPhe tribe should recelve ull the np-
proprintion.  Honest lobbying would

e denled emphatically any in-
tention to desert or to remualn perinn-
nently absent from his proper duties

carry the bill through at o cost of n | without leave, ond showed the tele-

few hundred dollars. These supposed
friends of the tribe want willions.”

“Do you wish to deprive me of the
ghare that I would receive thirough
hbm 2"

“Yes—of  every dishonest  dollur”
gald Hardy, his mouth stern, though
hig eyes besought her to forgive his

harshiness.  “You have enough ul-I
rendy."”
“Are you certnin?' she rejolned,

“You may have heard that mines often
pinch out or run into valueless ore—
You can guess why Pere and 1 huve
told no one, least of nll Reggle,”

Hardy remained unshaken, “If he
ts worthy of you, thut will muke no
difference to him,"

sBut myself? I am already used to
fuxury,” pleaded the girl

“Down in your heart you know the
values In life that are real,” he sald,
wYou do not wish for wenlth gulned
through frawd"

“] have pnot admitted that there I8
any fraud In the contraet.”

“Perhaps it 18 as well,” he remunrked,

#You should not doubt your future

bhusband,”

She flashed him an odd, qu‘.zzh-nl'

look. *No, I eannot doubt my future

husband now, Captain Hardy. 1 quntl

belleve in him It I am to be happy,
must 1 not?"

“Yeg," ngreed Hardy,

She uttered a gay lttle trill of
laughter,

“That 18 8o good of you to say It,
Captain! It makes me feel that 1
really must do sowething for you in
return. Muy I not offer you a little
loan of, suy, three or four thousund
dollars? 1 understand that, for some
Btrange reason=—or unreason—you
pave refused your pay as cuptain,”

“My resignation has pot been with-
drawn, and 1 am engoged in a private
enterprisze, 1 cannot druw puy us an
officer In the servicy”
Hardy.

|
|

| “] Could Not Impose on Your Gene-
rosity.”

gram from a high officiul in the war
departinent that led him to belleve Lis
pesignution and application for lenve
of absence would be ut once fuvorably
aeted upon by his commanding oflicer
at Vuncouver barrncks, This, in some
clrenmstunces, might have been cons
sldered sulliclent excuse for his con-
duet. But his refusal to explain his
reason for tnking advantage of his se-
eret knowledge of the mine perceptibly
!lnllm-nced the members of the court
to doubit the statement of lis purpose
in coming to Washington.

Though the court-martial adjourned
without rendering its findings, he left
the courtroom ten years older in ap-
pearance than when he entered. The

explulned | pegretful, commiserating glunce of the

most friendly of his judges secmed

upew would be so quixotic,” she ar-| plainly to indicate what would be the

gued.

“Most would make the exeuse | fndings.

The thought of volunturily

that an attempt to frustrate what they | pesigning from the serviee had been

considered a wrong to others I8 not to | hard,

be considered a private enterprise.”

Ta be cashiered wus almost un-
|t ndurnbile,

“1 must beg to differ with you, M'.HH.! Yetr he waolked out with his back

Dupont.”
“Then let
Yoan "

It pass,

But the lLittle

ateaiehit and his hegd well up, e
went directly to the White HNouse and
g koo written application for an

refused, He went to his lodgings and
gpent the remainder of the day and

n concige sintement of bis argument
neninst Vandervyn's contranct, This he
adddressed 1o the president  oand
statped for malling,  He wrote noth-
ing with regurd to his own case,

When, nenr morning, he at Inst fell
nsleop, he wis o near exhaustion thint
e ddied pot waken until lute. The hour
get for the reconvening of the court-
mnrtal had already eome,
into his uniform with a celerity that
might hnve reminded o fellow oflicer
of revellle In endet barrucks at West
I'oint.

The worn scles of his highly pol-
fshiedd #lioes beat o tattoo on the car-
petless old stalrs by which he descend-
el to the street. He did not turn to
go In for n belated breakfast at the
menger table of his landlady. He
hnstened nlong the few feet of narrow
hall to the street door.  As he drew
it open, another mnn  In uniform
stepped Into the doorway and cons
fronted him, The other officer suluted,
Hurdy responded mechanleally, For
all hls cool look, he was astonighed,
The man before him was the presi-
dent's militury ulde.

“Coptain Floyd Hardy?"

At your service'

“You should now bhe In attendance
upon the ecourt-martinl” stated the
aide with cold severity.

“I shall explain to the court,” re-
plied Hardy, *“If not delnyed, T shall
Le only a few—"

“You will come with me,” Interrupt-
ed the alde, still more severely, *Your
conduet has been brought to the at-
tention of the president. It Is to be
seen, slr, whether you will continue to
refuse to answer the inquiries of your
superlors.”

Hardy went white, but his Juw set
firm with grim resolution, He stepped
out beslde the alde, and crossed the
sldewnlk to the walting motor, As
they were whirled away over the sleety
asphalt, the alde sat with more than
military stiffness, his head and body
half averted from his companion as If
to nvold contamination. Hardy sat
ns stiffly at the other extreme of the
seat.

The ride was short. The car made
a sudden turn, and curved around to
the executive offices of the president,
Hardy looked at his companlon, per-
plexed. The face of the alde showed
only the stern watchfulness of one
who has a reputedly dangerous pris-
oner under arrest. At the entrance he
stepped behind, as If apprehensive that
Haordy might attempt to escape. A
doorkeeper conducted them along a
corrldor into a small walting room.
1le passed into the room beyond, but
renppeared In a few mouents and
signed to IHardy to enter.

Hardy stepped into the room, and
the door waus closed behind him, The
aide and the doorkeeper had remained
outside. Huardy looked around with a
frown of perplexity. Across the room
a man sat writing at a businesslike
desk. There was no one else pres-
ent,

The man turned in his swivel chalr
and abruptly mude a beckoning ges-
ture, Hardy's hund went up in salute
as he stepped forward, He was in the
presence of the commander in chlef of
the urmy and navy.

The prestdent looked him up and
down with a severe glance,

“you are Captain Floyd Hardy?"

“Yes, sir”

“The same who suppressed the late
fnsurrection in the Sulus?”

“I happened to be in command at
the thme, sie)”

“After that you obtained a detall,
your conduct in discharge of which
has resulted In your trinl by court-
martinl on serious charges. I have be-
fore me the findings of the court, The
clrenmstunces are  exceptionnl,  Be-
cause of your record and of certain
stutements that have been presented
to me, I have been persuaded to glve
you an opportunity to explain your
conduet,”

Hurdy saluted, “Permit me, sir, to
first present for your conslderation a
matter relating to the Interests of the
| tribe which—"

“Stop!"  ordered the president,
sOthers are waiting for lnterviews, I
enn give you only ten minutes, It you
expend them on this other matter, you
will have no further opportunity to
stute your own case.”

“The evidence before the court-mur-
tial covered the facts, sir. If those
facts sustaln the charges agalnst me,
then I am gullty, and desire no clem-
ency. That Is all T have to say on my
own case, sir,  With regard to the mut-
ter which I desire to present—"

8t down!" ordered the president.
*You have nine minutes, Be brief”

ilordy seated himself and proceeded
to present his argument ngninst the
vandervyn contract, He spoke delib-
erately, but with a conclseness that
covered what he had to say fully and
cleurly, In words as forceful as they
wore few, The presideat listencd aot-
tentively, but with no change in his ex-
pression. At the end of elght minutes
Lardy stopped.

The president showed a trace of sur-
prise. “Is that all you have to say?
There {8 still a mioute.”

“That 18 all, sir,” replied Hardy, ris-
ing.

The president touched a call button,
but raised his finger. *“One mowment.
What If I should confront you with
witnesses?"

vwAg 1 have stated, sir, my only re-
quest Is that all the witnesses In the
case be examined.”

“There are some already at hand,

about your charges

The alde appeared and himmedintely
went out sngsin at a slgn from the
president, He returned with Vander

half the night drafting and redrafting | forward with easy assurance,

lie sprang |

You shall see what they have to say |

RED CLOUD, NEBRASBSKA, CHIEF

young man stopped short, but, meet-
Ing the president’s cordial smile, came
Mnrle

did not look at Hardy, as she fol-

lowed.

The president addressed Vandervyn:

“Captain Nardy hag declined to nsk
| for clemency. 1 have declded to sus-
taln the findings of the court-martial,

In the face of all this, e hins had the
Ctemierity to make a charge of fruud
neningt your Indian contraet.”

Vanderyyn nodded : “Captain Hardy
| 18 too skilled a strategist not to realize
thint the hest way to shield himself 5
to raise the ery of ‘stop thief!" ngninst
others., Does he allege that the signn-
tires to my contraet are forged?”

“Ihe slgnatures are genulne.
were obtnined by fruowd”
churged Hardy,

“My word 1s ns good or perhnps
gomewhat better than that of a eush-
fered officer,” rejoined Vandervyn,

“You deny the charge,” the president
stuted rather than Inquired.

"\Most  emphatienlly,”  pleasantly
aerecd Vandervyn, e looked sigolfl-
cuntly from Hardy to Marle, “As a s0l-

They
bluntly

]

“My Word’s as Good or Better Than a
Cashiered Officer's.”

dler—until recently—the gallant cap-
taln probably belleves In the saylog
that all Is fair in war and love."”

Marle lowered her eyes, The presi-
dent looked thoughtful. “Of course,
Mr. Vandervyn, there can be no ques-
tion, when It 1s a matter of your word
pguinst his, Yet were there any other
witnesses than yourselves und the In-
dians?"

“Your excellency evidently has not
geen the contract,” sald Vandervyn, “It
is duly witnessed by Charlle Redbear,
the official interpreter, and by his sis-
ter.,”

“Ah, the interpreter, you say? This
matter may be rumored in the house
and even In the senate. It will be
well for you to send for the man.”

Vandervyn shrugged. “Can’t do It
even to oblige you, Mr. President. The
fellow has gone to the place where
cold storange Is unknown. My uncle
told you about the affalr, The fellow
was drunk; he almed his ‘gun’ at me,
I supposed it londed, and shot him In
gelf-defense, Hardy was present, He
can't deny what I say, without for-
swenring himself."”

Hardy met the president’s look of
fnquiry, and bowed lo confirmation of
the statement. The presldent again
looked thoughtful, “That lenves the
man's sister as the only witness to the
contract. It would be well {f she could
be produced.”

The alde left the room, Vandervyn
agaln shrugged. “Search has been
muade for her, Mr. President, All that
could be learned from her Indlan rela-
tives wns that she had been very sick
and had gone away. Of course that
meant to the happy hunting grounds,
There wns no other pluce that she
could huve gone.

The alde returned to the room leand-
ing a tall young woman who was
dressed In a Parisiun taflored suit
that Vanderyyn had lust seen on
Marle, She was gloved and heavily
velled, and she entered the room with
perceptible timidity, Murle went to
take hier arm in a reassuring clasp and
ralse the vell. At no time slnce thelr
coming to Washington had Vandervyn
been glven so much as a glimpse of
Miss Dupont’'s reputed Hindu mald.
This undoubtedly was the woman, and
he looked at her with sharp curlosity
as Marle ralsed the vell. Marle step-
ped aside and gave him a full view of
the girl's face,

“Olnna 1" he exclalmed.

“Yes. Is it not a happy surprise?”
sald Marie,

She smiled at the shrinking girl,
and drew her about to the president.
“My dear, this is the great White Fa-
ther of all Indlans and of our tribe—
he 18 our father—your excellency, this
is Mrs. Reglnald Vandervyn,"

The blow was glven with merciless
force. As Vandervyn gaped at Marle,
her eyes flamed with a sudden up-
leaping of flerce exultunce,

He gasped and choked out: “You—
you!—All these months—thlg—you—
Indlan "

“Yes, Indlan—to you, even as she
was Indian to you!" cried the girl,
“You have been s0 euger to marry @
‘breed girl—here 18 one, already your
wife !"

“It's a lle—a black lie!” denied Van-
dervyn. *1 mever married herl!”

“You took her by tribul custom, and
you told her that you were taking her
legnlly nccording to the common law."

“She cqnnot prove I lived with her
openly as her husband," rejolned Van-
| dervyn.

The president looked at the shrink-
'ing Olnna with kludly gravity. “Do

T —r———

intorview with the president. It was | vym and Marle. At elght of Hardy thal you wish him to uckuowledge you ns

hilg wife?"

“No, no, sir!" she disclaimed. *1
don't want him any more.”

“I am pleased to hear you say that,"
replied the pregident,  He turned to
Vandervyn, “I understand this witness
% prepared to testify that the signa-
tures to your contract were obtained
on the fulse representation that it was
a gevond copy of the minutes of the
teibal couneil,”

“It'a n le!™ hoarsely replled the
young man.,  “Hardy knows nothing
ubout 1, There's only her word
uguinst mine,”

“We ecan sgend for the Indian wit-
nesses, If necessary,  Another tantter
—ut the Inguest you testified under
onth that a certuln Indian kitled Agent
Nogen, and that you and Redbear then
killed the murderer,  When you shot
Itedbenr, you rode off, cortain that he
was dend,  He Hyved long enough to
confess himself the murderer of Agent
Nogen, Why did you perjure yourself
ut the lnquest?”

“You enn‘t prove it,” deflantly chal-
lenged Vandervyn, 1 stund by my
testimony.  This squaw and Hardy
linve hatched up the lle between them,
Even if Redbear made such a confes-
sion, It is only heursay and not legal
evidence,”

“Your friend Redbear seems to have
enjoyed shooting ot agents,” remarked
the president. “He ulso confessed to
having made the two attempts on the
Ife of Captain Hardy. In view of your
perjured testimony at the Nogen in-
quest, one (s led to infer a not lm-
probuble connection between those at-
teupts and your enmity to Captain
Hardy. But the point at present 18
whether you still Insist upon the val-
idity of your contract, Do you wish
an officinl investigation that will take
the evidence of the Indian witnesses?"

A cold swent was guthering on Yan-
dervyn's forehend, He looked at Marie.
She turned from him, afrald that he
might misconstrue the womunly soft-
ness Into which her flerce resentment
fhad melted. He wheeled about, and left
the room, sullen, unrepentant, defiant.

“A very great pity,” commented the
president. “Young und clever, hand-
gome, well eduented, good soclal stand-
ing—yet all wasted! Cournge—imisdi-
rected: no sense of shame; unmoral,
rather than Immoral. He will ride
bard to still harder falls than this
one, or else to what the world calls
suceess, But I am too busy a man to
moralize. If you will pardon me,
ladies, there I8 to be a cabinet meet-
ing-"

He bowed to them, and then con-
fronted Hardy., “Sir, I warned you
that If you did not speak In your own
defense, you would have no other op-
portunity. I shall not reverse my np-
proval of the findings of the court-
martinl,"”

Hardy had stood an amazed and
dumfounded spectator to the rejection
and disgrace of his rival, But through-
out it all Marie had never once looked
at him. If her scornful casting off of
vanderyyn had roused any hopes for
himself, they must have becn dashed
when she led Oinna away without fa-
voring him with so much as a glance
of recognition. There was a slight
stoop In his shoulders as he saluted
the president.

“If the sentence approved by your
excellency does not make assoclation
with me seandalous,” he said, “I beg
leave to express my thanks for the
intlmation that you will invalldate the
fraudulent contract.”

Without replylng, the president
abruptly faced osbout to his desk.
{lardy again saluted, and marched
from the room as if on dress parade,

CHAPTER XXVI.
The Sentence.

In the anteroom the doorkeeper
waved Hardy to a door on the right,
It led Lim Into a stenographers’ roou,
ile saw the flounce of o woman's skirt
behind a revolving bookcase near the
fur end of the room, and puused.
Someone stepped into the room after
him. and touched him authoritatively
on the shoulder.

“One moment,
your sentence.'”

He turned and faced the president's
alde with the clear, unflinching goze
of a brave man about to be shot, The
alde saluted with punctilious formal-
ity. Hardy responded with equul for-
mality, The alde presented an official
document, saluted, and withdrew frowm
the room,

For a long moment Hardy stood with
the decree of his fute slowly crumpling
in his hand., His eyes were fixed on
vacaney. Doubtless he was seeing the
years of soldierly comradeship and
duty that now lay In the past and the
vislon of the carcer to which he was
to have given the utmost of his pow-
ers, He had alwuys loved his profes-
slon—and pow-—

The woman whose skirt he had secn
was in front of him before he became
aware of her presence, He found him-
self looking Into the cool, half-mocking
fuce of Murle.

“Are you afrald to read your sen-
tence?" she tuunted, “Had it not been
for you, he would have had the mine
and a million from lis contract and
me, The president conferred with Sen-
ator Clemmer an hour ago. The treaty
appropriation bill will be passed with
a clause that no commission I8 to be
pald for the services of any tribal
ugent or representative, e has lost
everything. And now=—I am walting
10 see you read that paper.”

Hardy drew himself up, opened the
envelope, took out the document und
rend,

As Marle saw the look of blank ln-
credulity that came into his face, her
eyes flashed under the lowering vell of

Captaln Hardy—

| thelr long lushes, ke stared up at her,

S
Ibut wns ! ged to percelve the
chonpge in Ses expression,

“Acquitted = honorably <= on all
charges!" he murmured. *“On  all
chiargea—! Honorable mentlon recom-
mended—Approved—the President.”

Marie smiled with cool condescen-
glon.

“Merely a question of dolng justice
to you, Captain Hardy. When a map
hns done his duty, however harshly,
It 18 the duty of others to sce that he
pecives  just compensation, 1 take
eredit for having helped to bring this
wbout."”

“You?' he exclalmed, "“Of course,
though, If you really did not love
him—"

“That does not follow. You mumt
know 1 did love him. But to find that
I had for rival another 'breed girl—
one not half so beautiful as I—I could
not enidure the thought, You have
geen the proof that there I8 a good deal
of my mother's red grandfather In my
Blond, No, 1 had to give him up, and
I have dectded to marry another man,”

“Another!" echoed Huordy.

“Will you not congratulate sel?”
ghe asked,

He rallled. *I congratolate him.
After what hos happened, T feel confl-
dent thut you must have chosen some-
one more worthy of you."

“ITe 1¢!" declured the girl, her glo-
rious cyes melting with tenderness.
“He i3 fur more worthy of me than 1
am of him!"

With an effort she recovered her cool
composure,

“I3ut now, before going, 1 wish to
take this opportunity to discharge In
n way the obligation that, as a member
of the tribe, I owe to you for your
wervices, I shall therefore return the
mine to you."

She held out a document. He
stepped back.

“No, Miss Dupont,” he sald. “I can-
not accept "

“You must. I took It from you.
Though I have used the Income from
it not altogether for personal gratif.
cation, you must realize that my pride
will not permit me to keep It any
longer. Let me add that it has not
pinched out, as you may bave Inferred
from what I said at the ball, Itis @
bonnnza."

“I regret that I eannot accept it,” he
replled. “A captain's pay I8 quite suf-
ficlent for a—bacha'or.”

Marle gave hin a mocking glance.
“Really now, Captain Hardy, you do
not expect me to belleve you will long
remnin unmarried?”

i1e tried his best to conceal how her
frivolity tortured him, “You may not
believe It, Miss Dupont Yet it 1s
true."”

“It {8 not,” she contradicted. “When
we were abroad, Pere and 1 went to
Monte Carlo. I funey the gambling
spirit infected me, Let us settle the
ownership of the mine with a wager.
If you do not marry this year, 1 ngree
to keep It. But if you marry withiy
that time, you will accept it back from
me on your wedding day."”

“It 18 not falr for me to bet on a cer
tainty ; but If you insist, I agree to the
wager,” sald Hardy.

“Then bhe prepared to take the ming
a week from today,” she bantered.

He tore his gaze away from the
lovely face whose gay smile appeared
s0 heartlessly mocking.

“You—cannot realize—how this—"

She handed him snother sealed en
velope,

“Here 1s the order detailing you 0
gpecial service with the general stafl
for the winter. You will then be re
quired to return to the reservation and
carry out all the plans recommended
hy you for the civilizing of the tribe.
Your mure 18 in the sume stuble as the
{horoughbred that 1 have bought to
use as her riding mate.”

The changed tone in the girl's volce
compelled Hardy to look up. In her
radinnt eyes he snw a look that could
not be mistaken. The smile that had
seemed so mocking was now tenderly
teasing.

“Marie—you—" he stammered. “Are
you certain it Is—love—not & passing
fecling of pity?"

“Pity!  For you?' she eried. *“Do
you think I could dare pity you?—a
mun like you! 1 could not have been
s0 presumptuous even had those
treacherous conspirators succeeded
crushing you. Do you think It wns
pity that made me live a lle all this
time—that forced me to flout you and
nceept his detestable attentions?"

Her volce sunk to a note of deep
humility.

“I know how very unworthy of you
I aom, Yet I hope I am not B0 une
worthy as that first day at the coulee,
when I scorned you, and you, with
your skill and cournge and moderation,
saved us without harming those whose
attack he hand wantonly brought upon
us, I was n coquette—a coquette in-
fatuated with the kind of man with
whom a coquette deserves to be Infat-
unted. But 1 was not altogether friv-
olous., I soon percelved your lmmens-
urable superiority over him, Only my
head could not overcome the rascina-
tion that had bound my heart. My
soul sought to free itself from the
spell—1 struggled and prayed— Yet
not until there at the mine, when you
showed yourself the bravest, the most
generous—"

She flung out her arms to him In
piteous appeal, “Captain! My cap-
taln! Say that you do not think me—
altogether what he—thought me ¥

ardy drew her hands together, and
bent to kiss them with reverent pas-
slon,

“Dearest,” he replied, “you forget
that other day in the coulee—that day
when you thought me dying. 1 guzed
up Into your eyes, and I saw the leok
of my mother."”
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