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s Lo her,
i s=hot and wounded from ambush

CHAPTER X-—Continued.
sl e

When [Hardy saw the couple ride
ahend, he would have ordered them
back bud not Dupont angoln assured
bim that the girl would not be In the
glightost danger at any time during
the trip.

*“You were not so certuin of the
friendliness of the Indians toward her
the other doy,” remarked Hardy.

Dupont seratehod hisg head.  “Well,
no, 1 wusn't, Cap; that's no e, That
there, though, was dillrent, m going
now by what Me. Vun says about the
feellng In the camps.  Wisht 1 felt as
sure about youn"

“Never mind about e, 1If your
daughter Is safe, that Is quite sufll-
clent, You say this mine Is centrally
tocated with relation to the varlous
camps, We will go to it first und en-
deavor to get the tribe to meet us there
in council.”

“At the mine?' mumbled Dupont.
“We-e-ll, you're the boss."”

The party now entered Sioux Creek
canyon and followed the narrow paph
alongside the torrent until they cume
to the first small Indian camp, The
Indions met Marie and Vandervyn
with friendly greetings, but looked at
Hardy with a stolid concealment of
1l feeling that, according to Dupont,
boded 111 for the new agent's recep-
tlon In the larger cmaps,  Hardy set
his Jow, and ordered the party to start
on Into the mountalns.

Noon found the party over twenty
miles from the agency by trail, though
less than half that distanee In an olre
Hee, They hind come upon no more In-
dian cnmps and had seen o nore In-
dinns® Late afternoon found them far
In nmong the mountalns, with snowy
peaks on every side, Yet they were
stiil a long ton lles by teall from
thetr destination, Upon learning from
Dupont that there was no desicabile
catnp-site nearer than the mine, Yardy
nsked his companion to rlde forward
and urge all to o faster poee,

The rest of the party had rounded o
heap of rock that towered up ke o
rulned eastle at the rldge summit, nd
Vundervyn was about to follow them
out of sight, when the thoroughlired
came to o full stop, thirty yoards down
the trall, at the foot of the steepest
part of the cliiab, Considernte of the
fact that his tull mount was at o dis-
advantage In such a situation as com-
pured with the lower-set ponles, Hardy
did oot urge the mare to curry him up
the ascent,

He paused a moment, walting to see
if she would mnke the attempt volun-
tarily, She stood motionless, e pat-
ted her neck and dropped down out
of the saddle. The suddenness of the
movement alone saved him from the
bullet that pinged down the mountain:
glde and passed above the saddle pre-
clsely where, an Instant before, huad
been his midbody.

The report of the rifle had yet to
reach Hardy's ear when he peered over
the mare's withers in search of the

Though He Saw No 8moke, He Did
Not Look in Vain,

smoke of the shot,
no smoke, he did
Above a howlder,
he percelved a devilish palnted face,
surmounted by o war bonnet,  He
glunced slileways up the ridgze slope
at Vandervyn, The young man hed
Balted his pony on the ridge erest and
wer wiin hoack down at Hurdy.

But though he saw
not look In valn,

V1

puazzled
teibesmen, Interpreted by Vandervyn's tool, angers the Indluns, and
lie determiites to Ml out what's wrong ull around and vight It
hecomes smitten with Marle, whom Vandervyn 18 courting, and pro- =
She hiolds him o but

|
|
|
|
|
|

high up In & cleft, |

when his frienlly speech 1o

nurses him tenderly when he
Recoversd, Captain Huardy, ne-

companied by the Duponts, Vandervyn, an interpreter and o few In- &
dign pollevmen, starts to the mines in the mwountains,
that teip makes mighty good reading in this installment,

Whint oecurs on

bl JIEERd L{Hl

Hurdy waved to him lmperatively,

“Go on ! he shouted,  “Guard Mlss
Dupont. Moy be more of them, Send
the police aronod to flank

Vandervyn's  pinto  leaped out of
sight. A shot grazed the mare's with-
ers, In a flush he flung up his rifle
atdd fired at the down-peering devilish
fuce, It vanished as he pressed the
trigger,

Swilt as a puma, he sprang around
the wure's bead and dushed up the

slope, Keeping o large bowlder In line

between hiself and his enemy. A bul-
let came pinglng down over the bowl-
der and passed under his upralsed
arm, A few seconds more and, safe
behind the huge stone, he slowly edged
his hat nbove the top. The anclent
ruse drew a shot, Instantly he scrame-
bledd ebliquely upward towards another
bowlder, It was a desperate move, A
bullet grazed his thigh as he flung
hitnself behind the bushes beside the
second bowlder. Hardy waolted.

The twilight was fast fading. Still
Hardy walted, his gaze scanning the
cleft and the rocks on either side, It
was time for the pollee to come ereep-
Ing around on the flunk of the assus-
sin, A little more and the dusk would
render close shooting difficult,  Yet
the preclous moments slipped by, and
no slgn of the police,

Over on the far slde of the cleft
there was a faint glint of metal In the
deepening  shadow,  Without a mo-
ment’'s hesltation Hardy almed and

fired,  The mountainside rang with a
shrill yell,  The bullet had found its
minrk,  Hardy leaped to his feet and

tashod up the mountain-side, keeplag

belind shelter where it was avallnble, |

but in places holdly rushing up over
O Sputces,
There, on the spot where he had
the glint, he found o trace of
The wonnded man hind erept
away up the eleft. For several yords

Seen

Tlownd,

| Hurdy followed the trail by the splushe-

es of erlmson on the leaves and roeks,
Then the traces consed.  But over in
one of the many elefts on the far slle
of the gap he thought he saw some-
thing move gmong the bowlders, 1le
sprinted down the slope and neross the
pap, his foce flushed with exertion,
but his eyes still ecold and hard.

Among the heaps of broken rocks in
the hottom of the gap Hurdy lost sight
of the cleft for which he was heading,
When he started to return along what
he supposed (o be the pussage by
which he had entered, he soon found
himsell in o culdesae.  Dusk was
now deepening into night, e enme
out and Into o steep ascent between
overhauging  ledges,  This certainly
wis not the way by which he had en-
tered, but he kept to it, cager to es-
cape out of the ninze,

Night had fallen when at Ilust he
reachied the top of the eleft and clan-
bered up on o rldge crest, But the sky
wis clenre, und the starlight enabled
him to see the outlloes of the moun-
talns that cut the skvline, A star lower
down than any of the others eanght
his eye. He peered at it dxedly, The
Hitle twinkling point of light was
not a stur—It was a fire, two or three
tilles awny across the Interveaing val-
ley., HMHardy took his bearings Ly the
stars and started down the mountuaine-
side direetly toward the tire.

Onee elear of the rocks of the shat-
tered mountaln top, he found the going
nuexpectedly casy.,  Almost from the
first he had lost sight of the flre nnd
at no time did ho seo any troce of the
tradl 1o the mioe, O to the left he
heard the diminutive roar of o moun-
tutn rill dashing down o ravine to join
the maln stream In the valley,

At last he eame up over the edge ol |

the ridgetop, or terruce, on which the
rill headed,  The moment eyes
clearcd the low underbrush below the

his

fow seattered ploes Le perceived the | prove myself the friend of the reibe. | goods

Heker of the fire for whichh he wus
looking,
pearanes of the dark forms around the
fire, but thelr namber and the bnlf-
dozen white tepees grouped around the
thee told him thint he hod not found the
catip of his party,

He had no more then made this dis-
covery when a oumber of yelping,
sparling mongrel dogs rushed out ot
bl ke o pack of wolves, e maot
thelr attaek by swinging his ritle bar-
rel around In a elrele, The cownrdly
cirs closed anbout hibm, but were afraid
to leap in withia reach of the ¢lub, e
had not #toppedd his advance, Nor did

e pause or hesitate when over the
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heads of the leaping, yelling pack he
saw the hedinn women and children

geurry to the tepees and the bucks

spring up with thelr bows and guns,
CHAPTER XI.
Light in the Darkness.

Soon Hardy had approached into the
elrele of the firelight. Some of the
Indians sturted to aim thelr weapons
nt him. e held up Is right hand,
[ pulin forwatd, A deep volce eallsd out
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THE QUARTERBREED

¢ Again Olona [nterpreted In her flute- | be done was for the white chlefs at

ke tones,

This time the chief consid-
spenking,
tinted =kin turned a sallow greay.

“Ho—he =nys bhe will tight if you do |
ot profmdse to go away ' she gnsped, |

Hardy smiled, “Have no fear, On-
na,  He 18 too great o chilef to kil o
puest in his eamp, ‘ell him 1 eame

| to the reservation to be a friend to the
tribe, Though I wm a chief of .the
Longknives, my heart I8 good towarid

I ls people. 1t would be foolish of
himm to kill or drive awny the friend
of his prople.”

This tite Th-owan-konza gave the in-
truder an open sthre of contempt, The
surrounding bucks glared more fero-
clously thun ever,

“He says you are fork-tongued,”
Olnnn trauslated the reply. “lHe says,
If you are a friend, why did you say
at the council that you would punish
all the tribe for the killing of Nogen't”

“That Is a mistnke. I ¢id not say 1
woaould punish the tribe.”

Olnnn Interpreted the answer and
the gritn old chief's rejoinder:
Longknife's mwouth wns big at the
agency., Here he s alone in my camp
and his mouth Is smnll”

“lI tnlk ns I talked at the agency.
What Tl-owa-konzn elabms I sald about
punishing the treibe is pot the truth,
There must have been n mistnke in
the interpretution, or the chiefs did
not henr aright. I had only peace and
fricndship in my heart, I said that I
did not blame the killing of Mr. Nogen
on the tribe."”

He Faced Them as Coolly and Quiet-
ly as If They Were His Own Party.

a  guttural order. The threatening
hucks drew apart to right and left and
a naked boy ran forward with a
blazing stick to drive off the dogs.

Hardy ealmly advanced to the fire
between the grim and stolid bucks.,
There was not one among them who
wns not Itehing to drive a bullet or
an arrow through his body, and he
knew it. Yet he faced them as coolly
and quietly as If they were his own
party.

The bucks looked toward the far
side of the fire, as If for the signal to
strike down the audaclous Intruder.
Hardy followed their glances and per-
celved a blanket-wrapped Indian who
sat In the mildst of the voleanie hush
seomingly as placld and immobile as
n Duddba.  1lis face was down-bent,
and so muffled In the blanket that
| Hardy could pot make out the fea-
[ tures. It was, however, easy to di-
| vine that the wan was the chief of the
baad,

Hurdy walked around the fire with
his most digeified bearing, sat down
| beside the ehief and laid kis ritle on
il ground between them, e then
folded his arms and waited, his eves
fixedd on the fire in a enlm, unwavering
| iz, There followed a silence of a
trun minute's duration. He Knew that
it might end at any moment in an nt-
tuek. His hand gripped the hilt of his
pistol on his breast under the edge of
Lils cont. The bucks stealthily shifted
thelr positions until they had come
pletely surrounded the unweleome visg-
ftor.  Nardy sat motionless and gave
no sign that he observed them.

At last, when the suspense had be-
come almost unendurable, the cohfef
muttered o word to the neinrest buek.
The man glided back toward the larg-
est tepee, "T'he ehlef pushod the Hlan-
ket from his head.  Hardy slowly
leoked astde at him amd percelved the
powerful srotile of Tlowa-konza, the
Thuwlerbolt, TR was to deal with the
Lend ehilef of the tribe,

There followed another sllence, It
wns broken by the tread of leht feet,
and a girl appenred bestde the ehlef.
Hardy cought a glimpse of o ginglhumn
[ skirt, nnd glanced quickly up ot the
face of the girl, He was niet by the
| frightened gaze of Olnna Redbear,

Oh!" she murmured,  “It is Lad!
You oughtn't to've come here, sir.
They don’t like you, Mr. Van suld he
wius going to tell you—"

A grunt of disapproved from Tiowe-
| konzu cut short the hurried statoment,
{ Aflter o dignified silence the chlef
spoke to the glrl.  She clasped her
hunds and Ionterpreted in un ausious
murmur:

“IHe says I inst be only the tongue
between you and him, e says, why
did you He? Why have you not gone
away, 48 you salil you would?"

Hurdy turned and leoked direc: Into
the houghty foce of the chief,
him 1 did not le. 1 did not say 3
| would go away, I wished to sty and

| Your brother told the le to keep the

He could muke out the op-) ehiefs from destroging the tribe by lotting of tribal land in severalty,

uttncking me,”
[ Olunu's ionterpretation brought gut-
[ tural exclumations from the surround-
Ing bueks,  Hardy was equally une
moved by thelr feroclous glances and
the contemptuous rejolnder of Ti-owan-
koneza ;

“1wes the chlef of the Lougknlves
| think to destroy a tribe siogle-hands
| el

“No, nor do 1 wigh others to destroy

the tribe answered Poardy., *1 do not
wish the Longhknives to come and make
war on the tribe, Yet that is what
they will do If 1 am harmed,"

wpelt |

|  This statement
Thunderbolt's mask of  stolldity,
though some of the other Indians
slightly relaxed their menacing atti-
tude. Hardy took off his hint to show
the red scar above his temple, and
spoke agnln:

“I do not blame the kilting of Mr.
Nogen on the tribe; nor do I blume
the tribe for the wrongdoing of the
bad-hearted Indlan who shot me in
the head filve days ago. The same
man, or another man with a kad heart,
tried to shoot me, after sundown to-
day, 08 I came up the trall over on the
other slde of the broken-topped moun-
tuin."”

Olnna’s Interpretation was met by a
guttural “Ugh!" of surprise even from
the chief, He asked shrewdly : “If the
Longknife does not lie, 1s he not afrald
to be In my camp? It is the nearest
to the trall”

Hardy smiled and held out lLis open
palm to the chief, *I trust Ti-own-
konza and his people. There is only
one bad Indlan, and even Lhe may come
to feel pood in his heart toward me
when he learss that T am the fviend of
the tribe.”

Still the old chief's face remnined
inserutably Immobile,  He pondered,
and at last mdde another sharp query :
“The Longknife claims that he s a
friend. Why, then, did he say ot the
councll that he will do the way Nogen
did and moke wy people dig stones
and dirt from the bhig holes, without
givitng them any trade goods for thelr
work ?"

Hardyv's clenr eves dimmmed for a
moment, and then sparkled with come-
prehension, He answered with an
earnest siueerity of tone thut come
pelled belief :

“I now see that at the council Red-
benr mistook raach of whut 1 told hilis
to say, or else, in thelr anger, Ti-own-
kovza and his subehilefs failed to un-
derstand aright the interpretation, The
place where stones are dug Is on lIo-
dinn ground, It Lelongs to the tribe,
No white un has any right to wmake
[ ¥our people dig stones, If they are
fwilling to dig, they must be given
trade goods for thelr work,"

The response to this stutement was
unmistnkable, The mwoment that Olnnn
I interpreted It the lust trace of
mwenaee disappearsd from the bearing
of the Indinng, and even the chief
hegan to relux. Yet he had still an-
other query :

“Did the Longknlfe say he would
stop the lssue to the tribe of all gov-
ernment goods and that hie would take
{ away from the tribe all their lands
[umnd give them to the white men?”’
AL Tost the renl eause of the fallure
of the council was disclosed,  Elther
| intentionully or through stupid blun-
dering, Redbear hud made the chiets
furlous by n twisted interpretation
that hnd given the exact reverse of
whit had been dutended. With the

falled to break

| told
| treaty, and

“Phe

Waskington to agree on the price to

Olnnn's ;:ulnl-[ be puld for the nilneral lnand and for

n delegation of tribal chiefs to go to
Washington and put their marks on
the treaty paper.

A question or two from Havdy
brought out the angry complaint that
when Nogen bogan to dig stones he
the chlefs there would be no
that the tribe must dig
the stones for him, or they wonld re-
celve no more lssue geods, Chilef Van
atill Blgamouth (Dupont) had tried to
get Nogen to glve trade goods to the
young men aml women who had dug
holes,  Buat Nogen wonld vot allow it
Then a bid Indinn had shot Nogen,
and Van had shot the killer, The tribe
ditdd not blnme Chlef Yun, But they
had felt bad toward Nogen and they
had felt bad toward the new agent be-
viause they thought he would do as No-
gen had done. Now they wounld lke
the new ngent, No Tndian would wish
to Kill him when it became known
whitt he Intended to do for the teibe,

After the olld chief finished this ex-
plunation, Hardy fonnd himself a wel-
comae and honored guest in the eamp.
At bis suggestion Ti-owan-konza readily
ngreed to send out runwers in the
morning to eall a couneil at the mine
the day after. Hardy, in turn, prome
isedd to draw up pupers to make smooth
the way of the delegation of chiefs In

| Washington,

|

1Lv_v to the situnation in his hands, |

Lwhat he hnd tried to tell at the coun-

Hurdy at onee begin te muake clour |

ell, He expilnined why the issues of
would cense  the following |
f.»-um'im.'. and whut was peant by au al-

IHe
P added that if there wans gold on any
of the reservation lund It wounld Le
well for the tribe to sell that part of
ahat they owned; otherwlse Dol
white men would, sooper or later,
come In and steal It

More than half convineed of linr-
iy's sincerity, though with still a lia-
gerlng  suspieton, Thown-konza  ex-
oluloed In turn that the teibe was not
only willling to allot the farming land
of the reservatlon and sell the win.
eral land, but a treuty to thnt eflect
had been agreed upon by the tribe, the
\previous year, All that rewuined to

L

-

| el#v

At a sign from her grandfather, Oin-
na now brought food to the guest.
While he ate he talked with her about
her experience In the eamp.  She told
him joyously that her mother's father
umd all his family and band had been
very kind to her and had been hospit-
able, though not so kind, to her broth-
oer.

Dut when Hardy casually inquired
whether Redbear had left the camp at

| the same time ns Vandervyn, the girl's

1ow of conversation came to an abrupt
stop.  She blushed and stammered and
became so palnfully shy and confused
that Hardy considerately feigned
drowslness,

CHAPTER XIil.

His Duty.
At dawn Huardy was roused by Ti-
own-konza with a greeting as friendly
a8 It was dignified, though Tlardy had

to surmise its meaning from the chief’s |

expression, Olnna was already out-

slde, helping with breakfust.  While
she served her grandfather and the
guest, Iardy suggested that she go

with him to the mine, where tlhiey proh-
ably would find Marie and the rest of
the party. Reluctant as was Ti-owa-
konza to part with  his  half-white
gramnddaughter, he ordered hor pony
brought in and saddled, When she ex-
pluined to Hprdy that the mine
only o mile away across the mountain,
Lhe declined the offer of a saddleless
mount, took ceremonions leave of the
old chief and set out up the mountain-
sldde with the girl and a young Indian
guide,

Hardy noted the bearings and dis-

wWias

tances of all prominent points around !

him with the eve of one well trained in
the art of topography. A
hour brought the little party to the
top of the low mountain. Before them
the far side of the mwountuin pitched
down a steep and rocky Incllne into o
narrow valley, The sllent Indian gulde
pointed to n terrace midway down the
descent,  Frow smldst the ploes was
rising a cloud of bhlue-bluck smoke,

Soon Olnna polnted out a enbin
amoug the pines, They were within
fifty yards of it when Vandervyn and
Dipont cume out of @ hole In the clifn-
end of a spur-ridge pear the cabin, and
stood staring at the neweorers in un-
diggnised astonlshment, Huardy
swerved and hastened toward them,
his eyes bright and cold., The two
men glunced at one another and ad-
vanesd to meet him halfway,

Dupont was the first to speak: "By
Guar, Cap, we sure are mighty glad to
see you ag'in all safe and sound!
Thought you'! gone and lost yourself
on that cussed mountain, The pleece
ure bnek there now, looking for you"

“And you two are here, I see,” dry-
Iy rojolned Hardy.

“I beg your pardon, Captain Hardy,”
vreplicd Viandervyn, his eyes flashing
with quick anger, “You told me to go
ahend and guurd Marle.”

“1 added for you to send the police
around to flank the ussnssin”

Vandervyn drew himself up stiflly,
“You have my word, sir, that I heard
nothing of that,”

“In  common decency, you might
have returned to see what had become
of me,” returned Hardy.

Dupont hastened to Interpose: *Mr,
Van got the dea you meant us to rush
Marvie theough here to the mine, where
she'd be safe, So we lit out fust as
we could,  The p'leece found your
mare, but lost yeur trall up Ia the
rocks, First thing this morning we
sent the whole bunch back to trall
you"

The hooest bluffness of Dupout's
tose ned bis stralghtforward statement
copalled  beliof, Jardy nodded.
¥V well, 1 vould pnot expect thuat
* you would trouble te go back
L,

1

| FOus

quurters |

“Just the same, we would've, Cap,
you can bet your life on it—only on ac-
The trader
glance on Olnna,
and remarked: "I sgee you stumbled

count of Marie and-—-"
turned n dublous

onto old Thunderbolt’s camp.”

“1 did,” sald Hardy, and he smiled.
“Thunks to Miss Omna, [ was able to
mnke mys=elf better understeod than

her brother acted a8 interpre.
I unve reason to belleve that he
wilfully misstated what [ sald to the

when
ter,

chlofs

“By Gar!" swore Dupont. “That old
Just llke
him to try to throw you off the track

Thunderbolt I8 n decp one,

by Iaying It all on Charlle.”

“I'm not g0 sure of that, Jake,” broke
“Sou remembor, Char-
He may have be-

in Vandervyn.
He was seared stiff,
come muddled”

“Weeell, mebbe that had part to do

with 1t.  Just the same, yon can't tell
we the whole tribe ain't zore. Look
nt the way they've twice tried to git
Cap—nud potting Charlie last night™
“Charlle?" gasped Olnnn.
—(h, Mr. Dupont, he's not—not—"
“No—=buck up,” brusquely replied
Viandervyn,  “He was only nipped
through the arm. He will be all right
In o few doys."
“All right?
sighed the girl.

O-o0-0h, thank youl™

In the stress of the moment she fore

got that they were not nlone, She held
out her arms to him and looked up
into hig face, her soft eyes beaming
with love and adoration,

e frowned, and his volee grated
with harshness: “Don't be a fool ! He's
in the cabin. Mlgs Dupont Is taking
care of him, Go aod thank her, not
e

Tears gushed Into the girl's eyes,

She drooped her head and slunk away

ns if Vandervyu hod  struck her.
Hirdy's fuce became like fron.
“Mr. Vandervyn” he admonished,

“lo not et we aguln hear you spenk
to any woman in that tone”
Vindervyn shrugeged,  “The chival-
chievalier! Have It your own
way., Now I suppose you'll go in and
worry her and rag Charlie into a fever

nhout balling up his ionterpretation at

the council,”

“As for that—="" began Hardy.
stoppesd short and raised his hat.

Muarle had come out of the cabin,
und was hastening forward to greet
him, her beautiful face radiant,

“Captuin!™ she enlled, "You're here
—really here, safe and unhurt "

“Thanks to Miss Redbear,” replied
Hardy,

“Iiut how could Oinna—surely she
did not help you escape the murder-
ery

“No, It wns ensy enough to dislodge
the fellow, The difficulty was to track
him among those rocks, Soon lost him
and myself also,”

“And he escaped to shoot Charlle—
the wolf! The poor boy was tracking
n deer over on the ridge half a mile
or so this way."

“All's well that ends well,” Hardy
assured her,  “I'm here, unhurt, os

#“In Common Decency You Might Have
Returned to See What Had Become
of Me

yon see; tedbear, I understand, has
only a slight wound ; and the old chief
now knows that I am a friend of the
tribe, He will call a council to meet
us here tomorrow,”

“A councll—here?" queried Vander-
vy,

“Why not?" demanded Hardy, fix-
ing him with his keen glance. *“Could
there be a more sultable place for a
tribal couneil than at the mine which
hus been the source of all the recent
trouble on this reservation?"

“Nom ('un chien!” muttered Du-
pont.  “What's that breed girl gone
and blablied?"

“Nothing,"” rejoined Hardy. *“She
has done no more than lnterpret be-
tween the hewd chlef and myself. I
have learned all about Nogen's dishon-
esty and his harshness to the tribe.
It Is well that you and Mr. Vacdervyn
tried to luduce him to be more just,
else I should order you both off the
reservation for lylng to me.”

"Lying? What d'you mean by that?”
blustered Dupont,

“The word Is explicit,” sald Hardy.
“Mr, Vandervyn, take your Land from
vour holster. Miss Dupont, I regret
the necessity of making this reprimand
in your presence,"

The glrl's eyes were ablaze with in-
dignant anger, “*Regrat 19 g mild ex-
cuse for insulting my father, sir!"
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Do you belleve that Vander

vyn had anything to do with the

uttempt  to ambush  Captain

Hiurdy on the way to the mine—

v and what about. the story of
Readbenr's wound?
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“Yon say

He




