The interesting story of the writing
and signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence—July 2 or August 2 better
I entitled to celebration than July 4.
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OPULAR history has fastens] upon
our Impressionable minds o poctle
pleture of the slgning of the Declaras
tion of Independence ns o graceful
nnd  formnal function, taking plnea
July 4, 1776, In & large, handsomely
furnished chamber In Indopendence
hall, Puliadelphin, To glve the nee-
essary touch of vivaelty to the pie
ture *here I8 the seene of the small
boy darting from the door as the lnst $igner Sets
his antogenph to the precious paeelinent and dish
Ing down the street, ealling to bis geandfather, to
“Rineg! ON, ring for liherty 1™

Our Lleal proclumation of the oharter of Amoer
fean froodom must be shattered in the crnuse of
truth., The Decluration  of Tndependence  was
slzned hehind locked doors, and was not goenerals
Iy signed upon the Fourth of July at all, The ety
Wil not breathlessly awaiting the event outsilde,
nor did the Liberty bell penl forth on that duy
thae trivmphal note of freedom,

The necredited historlan of the United States
department of state Is Gailinrd Hunt, Lt ., LL.
12, now chlef of the division of mnnuseripts o the
Litirary of Congress,

"There Is really no reason for our colobrating
the Fourth of July mote than July 2 or Auenst g
sald Doctor Hunt recontly to an inquirer, “It wns
not until the lntter date that the doeament wis
generally signwd,

“The Virginda bill of rghts, of which Goonrge
Mnson was also the nuthor, was drawn up nnd
adopted In the Inst colonlal gssembiv In Virginin
prior to the Revolution. The Wil of rlghts 18 In
effect o part of svers constitiution in the Lind to-
day. I ds bheyond doubt that this fumons doen-
ment, of which his elderly felenid wins nuathior. wis
Targely dreawn apon by Thomas Jefferson when lie
wrote the Declaration of Indepenionea,

“The fundimental principlos of government sot
forth In Muson's Wil of rights were the sime o8
those in the English petitions to the King, the nets

Yof the long purlinment und mogna eharta,

*You know, perhaps, that [t was qnother Vie-
ginlnn, Richard Henrey Lee, who presented to con-
gross, on June T, 1776, 0 set of resolutlons contalne
fng the words, *That these united colonles wre, and
of right ought to bw, frees and Independent states,
and that oll polltical connection between them
and the state of Great Britain 18, and ought to be,
totnlly dissolved.!

“It wiux ns8 a result of the favorable voting upon
Lee's resolutlons that the well-known commlittee,
composd of Thomas JefMerson, John Adnms, Ben-
Janmin Franklin, Roger Sherman and Robert It Live
Ingston, was named to draft the document. The
committee nssigned the task of preparing the in-
strument to the Virginlan,  Jefferson's was the
master politleal mind and #t was hy no mere
chanee that he was called upon to write the docy-
ment which has been termed ‘the best-known P
por that has ever come from the pen of un Indl-
viduul.'

Drafting of the Declaration.

“Thomas JeMerson was the personification of
method,” remnrked Doctor Hunt, “and Immedinte
Iy upon recelving his commission (o welte (he
declaration he retired to the two rooms he rentod
as n working plaece aut Seventh and Markoet pluece,
Philadelphla, and prepared to glve his country
one of the greatest monuments of humiun froedom.

“The department of state owns the first dreaft of
the Declaration which Jefferson presented to the
committee for Its upproval. His confreres mude
a few alterntions, which are clearly shown In the
text, nnd Jefferson has written hestde each ¢hnnge
the nnme of its author, making the document of
tnestimahle value,

“The falr copy which he made for presentation
to congress, and which bears the congressional
amendments and alterntlons, Is lost,

“The Intter is the formal Declaration of Inde-
pendence lald before congress on June 28, 1776,
It was then rend und ordered to lle on the tahle
until July L. On July 2 a resolution was pnssed
decluring the Independence of the United Stutes,
although the exact form of the proclimation ns
prepared by Jefferson was debated upon until July
4, when, with some alterations und smendinents, It
was slgned by John Hancoek, president of the
congress, and the signature uttested by Charles
Thomson, BOCretiry of congress,

“July 2 was actunlly the date of separation of
the colonles from the mother country, On July 8
we find Johin Adams, whom Jefferson enlled the
*colossus of the colonies,' writing to his wife, Abl-
gall, In the following words:

“Yesterdny the greatest question which was
ever debated In America was declded, and o great-
er perhaps never was nor will be declded wmong
men,'

Great Day Was July 2,

“In a second letter, written the swme day, he
sald: ‘But the duy Is past. July 2 will be the
most memorable epoch in the history of Amerlea.
I nm apt to belleve that It will be colohrnted by
succending generations ns the anniversary festival,
It ought to be commwemorated as the day of deliy-
erance by solemu wpets of devotion to God Al-
mighty

“There I8 little doubt but that the participants
in the event consldered July 2 as the true date of
independence for the colonles, but popular fancy
golzed upon the 4th, the date of ncceptnnes of Jof-
gerzon's formal and detalled setting-forth as the
proper date of cclebration.

“John Trumbull's famous palnting of the scene,
hanging In the rotunda of the capitol, I n poetieal
plece of work and glves muny of the portrults of
the slgners with fulthfulness, but it 18 somewhat
ganciful. No sllken hangings draped the windows
of that stifling room on July 4, 1776, and the benu-
tiful order in which the men are ranged up for
signing the tmmortal document 1a also fictional,
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“The president of the congress, John Haneock,
With the secretary, Charles Thomson, nlone signed
the autogrnph Jefferson document on that date.
Immediately afterward it was hurrled to the offi-
clal printer for congress, John Dunlap, to put in
type and severnl coples were made, By next
morning the printed coples of Jefferson’s Decluru-
tlon of Independence were In Hancock's hunds.
When be came to write the procecdings for the
Fourth of July, 17768, Into the Journul of Con-
gress, Charles Thomson, secretary of the congress,
Ieft a hlnnk space for the Declaration nnd 1t 1s this
broadside which now appears wafered Into the
space left for It In the Journal,

“This broadside was sent out to the governors of
the states, to the Continental army, and it I8 the
paper from which the Declaration of Independence
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wns rend to the people July 8, when the Liberty
hell was rung nnd the first publle eelebration was
made In honor of the event,"

Signed August 2.

“Tuly 10 congress ordered that the Declarntion
possoal the 4th be falrly engrossed. It was
very beautifully done on parchient, This is the
document which recelved the slgnntures of ol the
moemhers of the Contlnental congress present In
Independence hall, August 2, 1776, By this thme,
however, the embership hoad changed slightly, so
that the “slgners” were not identienl with the
honly of delegntes who had deelared for Independ-
enee n month bhefore. Presumably It was at this
time that Hancock, manking his great familiar sig-
nnture, Jestingly remarked thot John Buoll could
gee It without his spectaeles, One or two of the
slgnatures were not actunlly affixed until a later
dute then August 2,

“This i the trensured Declaration of Independ-
ence now In possession of the department of
state,” snld Doctor Hunt, “It I8 kept In n hermetie-
ally sealed case, which 18 opened only by specinl
order for very especinl rensons, It Is faded, and It
would have heen better If this engrossed eopy had
heen made on paper rather than parchment, It is
#o fuded that few of the slgnatures are recognlz-
ible, Nothing cun now be done which will perma-
nently henefit It

“I beltove the main enuse of the fading was the
Impression tnken In 1823, by order of 'resldent
Monroe. Two hundred focshmilles were then mada
to glve a copy to ench of the then living slgners
nnd others,  Taking the fmpression removed the
Ink."
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THEY BELIEVED
IN AMERICA

One hundred and Yorty years ago some hulf-
hundred men, sent by thelr communities to con-
cert measures for segirlhg thelr “rights as Bng-
lishmen," beeame conginesd that these could not
be obtalned save hy genslng to bhe “British sub-
Jeets" and declaring themselves “Americun cltls
zens,"”

Let us look behind the formnl phrases of the
immortal Declaratlon 20 the falth of these men
and of the people for whom they spoke. What
was the falth that nade vital thelr appeal for
the justice of thelr copre and the righteousness
of thelr undertnking?

They belleved In thegrelves; In their abllity to
do right and justiee, They belleved In the com-
petence of stalwart maghood to govern Itself nnd
to provide for the cogmon welfure. They be-
lleved they could maks better arrangements in
government than men had made hefore them.
They belleved In themmalves, In thelr peopls, in
Ameriea,

Americans of late have done a great deal of
fault-finding with Ameriew. There 18 not o much
now n8 & year or two ago. The spectacle neross
the Atlantic tends to hoah It, and to give new
point to the saying tAat “other countrles” are
what make Amerteans 8o proud of their own,

In the light of that spactacle and of owr own

history let nll true Awmerlenns today highly re
solve on o new birth within thelr own souls of
the falths of those men 140 years ago, of faith In
themselves and of faith In Ameriea,

OF GREAT MOMENT IN HISTORY.

The declaration of Amerlean independence wns
of unequaled moment In history, As the result
of that fact, the Unlted States of Amerlen lhins
risen to o greatness which hng ehanged the foee
of the world. In a Iltile less than seven score |
of years It has changed us from n natlon of poo-
ple seattersd thinly nlong the coast of the At-
lantle, to n natlon of over a hundred milllons of
peaple stretehing over the whole continent from |
the Atlantle to the Paclfie, nnd even Into the |
lands hoyond the seas.  Moreover, In wenlth and |
In material energy, as In numbers, It now far sur-
passes the mother country from which it nprmu:.i

|
TRIBUTE TO THE DECLARATION., |

The historian Buckle was cordinl nnd sweeping
In his prulse of the Decluration, He sald among
other things, “That noble Declurntion onght to
he hung up n the nursery of every king and |
blnzoned on tha porch of every roval palaee,"” |
If such wepe the breilllant historlan's (don, 1t |
was a8 Professor Tyler remarked, “because ﬂw‘

Doelnration has hecome the elussle statement of
politienl truths which must at lnst ahollsh kings
altogether or else teach them to LWlentify thelr exe
istence with the dignity and happlness of huwas
nature,”
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Ancient Gooseberries,
Gooseliorrion optined] 2 Viire o
were onten with spoons doting back
IS0 yonra ot g weililing  unniversary
in Fulton, Mo, riwontly It Is vany
Do nderstipgmd Loy e sans could
Bave Desess Bivtaelos ) shise it T gotiorn-
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Avoiding Discussion,
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“That's what 1 want to da”
MrE Urowelhor “1 wiaint her |
erdit for nhout evervihing  without
putting hier to the trouble of explain
g n worl”

vl
o glve

Heads and “Tales®

When the dynnmite tein] wan held
i this city, tae nime of Chinrlos Mils
ler hoenme s liogs hald ward, In one
Todbonnen chitlilren of &
cortnin fnmily who knew the attorney
wete fond of aeting out Bible SOPN e,
Fliee two olider sistors i declded on
story of Jolin the Baptist, and
nshedd hintle Johin to inle thie et of
the Bibde hieeo, John wos frome Mise
sonrh and had to be shown, After enre-
by esplnbndng the bmportanes of bin

st tevivtn the

[ part to Wi, nnd the mighity charmwtor

whom he wis
lowalinnl T In

to lmpersonnte, Joha
disgust, nmd drawled

“Naw! 1 oain't goln' to e po John the
Paptist. T rnthier e somebody gront
ke Charlle Miller,” — Indianapolis
Nivww,
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URax, how wonld yon clnss these exs

A nut 1= p mighty fimportant thing
sometimes hie 1< erely self-important

The Effects

preparations, all of which are narcotio, s well

poert military nvintors®"
“Why, ns shoting stnrea*

of Opiates,

Even in the

nown,

TIIAT INFANTS are peculiarly susceptible to utlum and its varions

sallest Coswes, i continued, these opiates eause changos in the funos

tions and growth of the cells which a

ro likely to become permanent, causing

imbecility, mental perversion, a eraving for alcohol or narcotios in later life,
Nervous disensea, such as intractablo nervous dyspepsin and lack of maylni
wers are d result of dosing with oplates or narcotics to keep children quie

their infancy.
receive opiates in the smallest doses f
only then if unavoidable,

The rule among physiciana is that children should nover

or more than a day at a time, and

The administeation of Anodynes, Drops, Cordials, Soothing Syrups and
other narcotios to children by any but a physician cannot be too strong)

decried, and the druggigist should not |

w i party to it, Children who are i

need the attention of a physician, and it is nothing less than a crimoe to

dose them willfully with narcotios,

elgnature of Chas, . Fleteher,

Castorin containg no narcotics if it bears thom
gonatare of g

Gienulne Castoria always bears the sl

n ¢vhse

80 duzen bhotties,
fucturers mell It

RATHER ROUGH ON TOMPKINS

Girls

Might at Least Have Chosen

Some Other Tune for Their
First Rendition.

Mre. Tompkins 18 n hard-working
man at his teade as o shocmnker, By
luboring carly and late he managed
o curn enough to odueate and dross
s two dunghiters very well,

Now, he Wis so protgd of these girls
that nt last he bought them o plano,
A Tew days nfter the arrival of the
Instrument o feiend saw lilm.

“Hello, Tompkins!™ he sald
how did the plano go o ?”

“DBeautifully, Smith,” replled the
shoemaker, “the glels were a8 grates
ful ns possible, and it's tine to hear
them singing and playing, But what
do you suppose was the very lirst tune
they learned 2

“Dunne, I'm sure,” was the friend's
reply.

“Kyverybody Works but
sald Tompkins
burgh Chronicle,
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Father,'™
mournfully, — Pltts-

Some Kicks,

“And you suy the mule klcked you,
Sam?"

“Indeed, he dild, boss*™

“How far did he kick you?

“How fur did he klck me?"

“Yex, how fur were you from him
nfter he Kicked yout”

“Does yeu wmean how far wans |
from him after he kicked me first or
de lnst thme, boss 7"

Nearly the Truth.

“Did your oflice boy tell you the
truth when he sald he was obliged to
go ton funernl?"

“No, Dut It was almost as bad as
o funernl. The home team suffered a
humilinting defeat,”

“Where did you get the npples?”
“A nlee man gave 'em to me."

Shipping Fever

disenses cured, and all others, no matter how
kKept fraom having any
DISTEMIPER COMPOLND,
e S0<oent
thing for brood mares; nets on the blood.

Influenea, '
Eye, Epizoot
Distemper and lal
nose and lhrna‘
Yexponed,”
of these digrenses with SPOLN'S
Three to six doses often cure
puarantecd to do mo. Hest
Lo m boltle,
Drruggists and harness shops or manus=
Agents wanted,

Pinks

.

SPONN MEDICAL €O, Chemista, Goaken, Ind., U. 8. A,

New French Army Helmet,
BIxty-four operallons are necessary
In muking one of the steel helmets
that the French soldlers wenr, The
frst step, soys Pearson’s Magnzine, 18
stumping out disks from grent sheets
of steel. A mnchine that exerts o prose
sure of one hundred nnd fifty tons,
and ean cut ont five thousund disks
nodny, does that work,

Euch disk Is plnced under a shape
Ing muchine, which presses the disk
Into the form of a helmet with a
broadd rim, Pollshing and cutting ma-
chines remove all irregulnrities In the
helmet, after which holes nre punched
in the erown—some for ventliation
purposes, others for fustenlug on the
regimentnl erest, '

Each helmet Is eleaned and dipped
In a specinl mixture that mokes It a
dull, Inconsplenous bluish gray, A
lining and lenther chin straps are
then fastened on, and the helmet Is
complete,  Since the French troops
have begun to wear helmets the nums
ber of deaths from wounds In the
hend hns decrensed to a remarkable
extent,

Real Humorist.

“My nephew, Perry Pert, ought te
be writing button busters for the Star~
beams column, right now!” sald old
Isnne lekery, “He's a whole lot fuller
of youmer than the fellers that are
writing ‘em.  Why, just yesterday 1
handed him a paper with a pleture In
It of that ‘ere big-nosed Czar Ferdl-
nand of Bulgaria, and says I, “What
do you think of him?" And as quick
as A flaxh he answered right back,
‘Goodness only nose!' just lke thatl™
—Kansag Clty Star.

Suppose we quit assuming that thy
othier fellow Is crooked, All that such
Imugining breeds Is hatreds.

To give a relish to tomato sauce,
chop n green pepper with onlon. This

“Did he give you one for me?"

And they have a chﬁrmi

corn flakes heretofore.
raises tiny bubbles on each

These new flakes are

Aakes are as “chafl.”

New Post

different, the true essence of the corn—not found in

The intense heat of the new process of manufacture

these little puffs are the identifying feature.

crumble in the package—in comparison, ordinary corn

In goodd served with omelette,

Unlike common com
flakes, the New Post
Toasties don't mush
down when milk or

cream is added.

ng new flavour—delicious,

delicious brown flake and |

firmer, crisper, and don't

Your grocer can send you a package of

Toasties

.




