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DAYS FOILLKS (A

GRERAT FEASTS
HONORING TTHIE
OCCASIORN 8

HERE’S [{OW =

HE Christman sonson brings to mind
the many Christmas days gone by,
with thelr four great features—tur-
koy, cranberry sauce, plum pudding
and mince plo.

It was a good old English cus
tom, not to he rejected by the
Atierican colonlsts, although modi
fleations were necegsary te sult the

religion nd conditions eof living
In the colonles, the Christ-spirit
being substituted for the pagan

yuletide, the famous “hoar's head"

was omitted, and the Christmas ple
became known as mince ple. However, many old
observances wore kept, Including the mistietos
mnd holly, and Christmas was a day for family
gatherings, with & feast prepared by the women
of the house,

It I8 quite possible that we would not llke
their favorings today. They used a varlety of
®picos, wines and seasonings In even thelr plain-
oat dishes; but as everything was prepared In
the home, either under the supervision of the
mistreas or by her own hands, the mixtures were
wholesome.

Bverything was turned to account In the sena-
aon with a 'f’:r' to future use, so In this way
preparations the holiday were going on |
before the day. & R o8,

In cherry time, a stupply was carefully packed
§n hay and kept for Christmas,

The Christmas cookies, with corlander seed
in them, were baked six months hefore and kept
in an earthenware jar In the cellar,

Mince Meat Recipe.

The rich plum pudding and cakes were mnde
early in the fall and put AwWay to mellow and
ripen.

The mincemeat was then made, the recipe for
which was recently found In an old Philadelphia
cookbook. We copy all but the apelling: "Four
pounde veal, four pounds suet, two pounds rais-
ins, one pound currants, six apples, some rose
water and sack half a pound, no more of sugar,
three-fourths pound cloves, mace, nutmeg and
cinnamon, some candied orange peel, lemon peel,
citron and blanched almondas.”

They made a puff paste for their ples differ
ent from ours. One recipe called for flour, one
pound butter, ten eggs and some milk or water.

Bome housewives made thelr winter supply of
mince ples before Thanksgiving and reheated
them before using.

For the lemon tarts, the lemons had to be fArst
soaked in malt water for two days. Then every
day for fourteen days they were put Into fresh
cold water. When they were made, apples, or-
anges and sugar were added,
| A few days before Christmas the mistress went
to market, the mald carrying the basket. She
would got her turkey, cranberries, celery, oysters,
and a little pig for roasting whole.

{ The day before Christmas the real exeltement
began. The stuffling was made, and such stuffing!
Bread crumbs, boof suet, liver, lemon peels, nut.
meg, savory, pepper, salt, cream and eggs. The
fittle pig. only four or five weeks old, was filled
to his utmost capacity with mashed potatoes or
apples.

i Not the least to be considered were the green
decorations. Uround pine for festoons and
wmreaths, mistletoa to hang, and holly everywhere
were the neceesitioes.

When Christmas morning came the excitement
was at the highest pitch. The housewife, her
daughters and hor malds were up early. The
brick oven was heated and the mince ples put in.
The turkey was dredged with flour and put on
the spit, with a small unwilling child to wateh
and turn It as it browned.

Another child was sot to cracking nuts and
polishing apples.

Roasting the Littie Pig.

The little plg was put before the fire to roast
in the dripping pan, In which were three bottles
of red wine for basting.

While the things were cooking a long table,
the length of the room, was spread with the
white linen cloth, napkin, china and sllver or
pewter,

In the middle of the table was the famed
Christmas bowl. Here are the quaint directions
for making it:

“Break nine sponge cakes and half a pound of
macaroons in a deep dish; pour over one pint
ralsin wine, half pint sherry. Leave them to
soak. Bweeten with two ounces of powdered
sugar candy and pour over one pint and a halr
of custard. Stick with two ounces sliced almondas.
Place on a stand and ornament with Christmas
evergreens.” '

The tankard with the Chrisimas brew was put
on the table. and all the sillabubs, jellies, pickles,
lomon tarts, red apples, nuts, the cookles and the
cherries fresh from the hay.

The freplaces were now biazing, and the red
berries and green leaves of the holly were shin.
ing In the light.

The mistletoe was waiting for the unwary, and
the good smell of the brown turkey, savory stuf-
fing and applesauce was everywhere,

Don Their Best Frocks.

After the housewife and her daughters had
seen to everything they hurried to put on their
peat flowered silks, with white whims around
their necks and the most secret beautifiers on
thelr faces,

Then the dinner being nearly cooked, they tonk
the little browned pig. raised him gently and put
two small loaves of bread under him. and added
wore wine; an anchovy, & bundle of sweet herbs
and & haif & lemon was put into the sauce, which
was poured over him hot. They had him sitting
e his baunches looking lifellke. Then they put
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& red apple in his mouth, which, alas! he could
uever eat, and garnished him with holly.

At last the company came, the mistress pre-
serving a calm exterlor, but with an {nward
anxlety lest something be burned or spilled at the
last moment.

When all {s ready the beaming host says,
“Friends, will thee join us in the Christmas
feast? And with great dignity he leads them,
with the guest of honor on his arm, followed by
the older people and the children.

The Table Decorated.

The table is a picture to cheer the hungry.
The large turkey is at cne end and the pig at
the other end of the long table, with everything
they are to eat between, excepting the plum
pudding.

After the sllent grace, which stills the nolse
for a moment, the carver takes his knife, and
with a deliberation born of steady nerves carves
under the fire of twenty palrs of eyes.

The directlons In “Gentlewoman's House-
wifery” saysa: “Railse the leg fairly of the tur
key and open the joint with the point of the
knife, but do not take off the leg.

“Then lace down both sides of the breat bone
and open the breast pinion, but do not take It
offt. Then ralse the Merry Thought between the
breast bone and the top of it and so on till
the turkey 1s boned. While this is being done
the “Christmas bowl" is passed.

After they are helped to turkey and pig they
pass the vegetables and delicacles, and even the
mince ple {8 eaten when they have the desire
for fit.

The Correct Manners.

The proper conventions are strictly adhered
to. The book of etiquette saya: "A gentlewom-
an must not lean her elbows on the table, nor by
A ravenous gesture discover a voraclous appe-
tite, nor talk with her mouth full, nor smack her
lipas like a pig."

The children were kept In order. In all the
feast was decorous, but merry for all that.

At last, when they have eaten to the extent of
their capacity, the plum pudding, blazing and
with a plece of holly stuck in the top, {s brought
in and eaten with brandy sauce, Then the toasts
are drunk with the good home-brewed wine, and
the feast is dane,

HISTORY OF CHRISTMAS

Christmas, originally Cristes masse (“the mass
or church festival of Christ”), |8 the English
name for the season In which the birth of Christ
is commemorated. It s apparent, however, that
a festival was celebrated at this season long be-
fore it was held sacred as the birthday of Jesus
of Nazareth. The Saturnalia of the Romans and
the winter festival of the heathen Britons were
both celebrated about December 205; and later,
the Roman festival in horor of the sun god,
Mithra (instituted 273 A. D) From the latter thé
day became to be known as the "Birthday of the
Unconquered Sun:™ and alter its adoption by the
Christian church in the fourth century as the
aunupiversary of Christ's birth, this pame was
given n symbolie interpretation

A study of the customs sssociated with this

period also reveals a heathen, if not invariably
a solar, origin. The lighting of the Yule log (la
buche de Noely on Christmas eve, unce a wide-

spread BEuropean custom, I8 or was a function of
such  redowlnant importance among the Li-
thuanians and Letts that thelr words for Christ-
was eve literally signify “Log evening” The
sports of the “Lords of Misrule” in England are
thought to be an inheritance from the Saturnalis.
The decoration of churches with the once sacred
mistletoe and holly (s & pagun survival
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DISTRIBUTING
ITHE GIFTSe HERE

LL gifts, carefully marked, should be
consigned the day before to the one
in charge, and she must purchase a
quanity of clothesline and clothespins
The line should be satretched back
and forth across the llving room, and
each gift, wrapped In tissue paper
and tied with red ribbons, should be
fastened to the line by a clothespin,
decorated with wings of red and green
paper,

In the bay window a table should
be arranged on which I8 placed a
“Jack Horner” ple, containing =a
Christmas souvenir for each member
of the family. The ribbons attached to the pack
ages In the ple should be carried up to a holly:
decorated hoop suspended over the table, each
ribbon tagged with the name of the one for whom
it is intended. When the “family wash" has been
taken down—each person seeking his or her own
gift—they gather around the pie, and at a signal
“pull out their plums."

Hidden Iin Egg Shelis.

When the family I8 all present at breakfast
start to serve the meal of coffee, bread and but
ter, ham and soft-cooked eggs without any men.
tion of gifts.

At each place have an eggcup or saucer, on
which you put an egg, the contents having been
removed previovsly through a small hole In the
end; partly fill with sand, and let each contain
a small paper with a suggestion in poetry of
where or how to find their gifts.

As each person thinks he ia cracking his egg
he finds the puzzle Inside.

Much merriment and good cheer will be the
result. f

Berve original contenit~ of eggshells In omelet
with the ham,

Hide one person’s gifta In bookcase, paper In
egg to read:

If you are either wise or smart
You'll ind me in a hurry.
Among gifted people I now dwell;
Bo hunt, don't it and worry.
Frost King and Snowballs.

As this s the time for the clever woman ot
the family to devise some unique way of dis-
tributing Christmas gifts, she may decorate the
living room with evergreens, holly and mistle-
toe, and then place in one cornar a table covered
with a white cloth, hidden from view by a screen
of generous size. On this table Is placed snow-
balls. These snowballs, made of white cotton
batting and tled with white robbon, contain each
designated present, and are heaped In a pyra-
mid, thus obtaining a mass of snowhalls of
varied size. The plle is scattered freely with
diamond dust, In order to five it an attractive
sparkle, If there {s a small boy in the house he
may be dressed as a Frost King, in a costume of
white wadding. sprinkled with diamond dust;
leaves and holly berries can be sewed here and
there upon the robe. At a given signal the screen
is removed, disclosing the tiny Frost King, who,
with a few words of Christmas grecting, gathers
the snowhalls into a pretty basket, and as each
ball bears a small tag he finds no difficulty In
distributing the gifta to those assembled.

A Holly Pie.

A novel way of distributing Christmas gifts
on Christmas morning Is to make a big ple In
the center of the table of holly branches, and ar-
range it so the gifts can be easily drawn from
under it. Each gift must be tied with & narrow
red ribbon and one end lead to each place at
the table. This Is great fun, and of course every-
one is anxious to see who gets the most rib
bons, the lucky one being declared the most popu-
lar. The ple is not “opened” until end of break-
fast.

A Christmas Trall,

One member of the family should take charge
of the gifts, and when the coast is clear should
lay the “trafl” with them in all of the avallable
downstairs rooms. Start from a tiny Christmas
tree on the !lving room table by fastening to it
& card for each person, marked, for example,
thus: *“Card No. 1, father. Look for card No. 2
in umbrella stand in hall.” In the stand he will
find a package tagged in this manner; “Card No.
2, father. Look for card No. 2 in your hat in hall
closet.”” The third card will be found on a gift
in the spot dasignated, =~ith further Instructions,
which are followed on to the next, untll all his
presents come to light. Everyone pursues his or
her trail at once, and a merry scene of confusion
Is the result. These cards may be prepared be-
forehand, and no difficulty will be experienced If,
in placing the gifts, each trail is finished before
starting to lay another. The last cards should
direct the family to thelr places at the dining
room table, where they will ind amusing souve
nirs of the occaslon.

Cobweb Method.

A rather novel and entirely Inexpensive way
of distributing Christmas gifts {8 to employ the
“cobweb"” method, Suspend a ropa diagonally
across the room, over which the strings may
cross, each string to be labeled at Its source with
the name of the member of the family or the
friend for whom it I8 intended. A sheet can be
hung across one end of the roam, hiding the gifts
from view until time for winding the strings. Let
all begin the guest at onee, it being necessary to
find the beginnings of the strings where the
names are attached, This will afford consider
able amusement. as the strings should be run
through keyholes, under peds, over transoms
and even out of doors, If possible.

Aslde from the elenent of mystery contained
in this method., there I8 the added +*alue which
attaches to thoss things which have been really
earned through one's own efforts,
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TOOK DRINK AND
BOUGHT A CITY

North Carolina Planter Wakes Up
to Find Himself Owner
of a Town,

APPLE BRANDY DOES IT

Meets Various Friends With Apple
Brandy and Then Drifts Into a
Real Estate Auction—After
That the Awakening.

Wilson, N. C.—W. H. Tomlinson, a
well-to-do planter of this city, took a
drink of apple brandy and bought a
whole city, The details were told In
an action in the county court here be-
fore Judge Rountrea, J. D. Tarior was
the defendant.

According to the story told in the
courtroom, Mr. Tomlinson took one
drink of apple brandy. Then he went
out and met a friend who had some
apple brandy. Then the two met a
friend who had some apple brandy
After'that the three met a friend whe
bad some apple brandy. After that
things are a little vague, Judge
Rountree didn't insist on the witness
being altogether too accurate about
his recollections. But this he learned:

Mr. Tomlinson drifted, or tacked,
along to a real estate auction. There
was a band to stimulate those who
necded that kind ot stimulation. Mr.
Tomlinson says he didn't, although he
evidently got some, too. Mr. Tomlin-
son says he remembers the band but
he had no recollection whatever of
the deed to three and three-quarter
acres of property, which he found in
his pocket the next day. He looked
the document over, and not being
sure whether he was reading aright,
he called In his daughter. She figured
out that her father had bought the
three and three-quarter acres of land,
a mile from Wilson, giving therefor
notes for $2.800; that the property
was all set out with trees of three
yoars' growth; streets had been laid
out, sewers dug and, In fact, that the
place was a city, lald out and await-
ing only the touch of a magic hand to
become a rival of Wilson.

The magnitude of the proposition
somewhat overcame Mr. Tomlinson.
He has plenty of money but he didn't
exactly want the city. Still, he went
out and looked It over. It looked
pretty good. There were 200 trees
getting ready to arch themselves over
the four or five streets. They looked
ilke real live trees—butl they weren't.

There's where the rub came, The

trees died. They not only died, but

!

He Looked the Document Over.

they fell over. And then Mr. Tomlin-
son found that they were without
roots; that they were trees only from
tho ground up. They had been cut
somewhere off In the woods, sharp
ened on the end like a picket and
driven Into the ground.

Mr. Tomlinson put the finishing
touches to the story in court,

“I really wouldn't have cared so aw-
ful much about the whole thing," he
sald, “but I watered those trees all
summer long."

COYOTES ARE IN CONTROL

Rabld Animals Are 80 Numerous That
Men Are Afrald to Venture
Out at Night.

Winnemucca, Nev—From the toll
house, north of the Oregon line In
Humboldt county, the hills are re-
ported to be alive with rabid coyotes,
making it extremely dangerous for
persons to travel without being armed
While riding his range, George Miner
killed four mad beasts with a club,
and Frank Lamb also clubbed one to
death recently.

At the Sanders ranch, near Golcon-
da, the rabid beasts are said to be in
control of the situation, and are so

t plentiful toat men fear to venture out
| at night. A rabid animal attacked a

teamster near Golconda and forced
him to take refuge on the seat of his
wagon. The camp dog was chewed
to pleces when he gave.battle to the
Intruder and the animal kept the team.
ster on the wagon all night. It was
killed in the morning.

VICTORY

A sense of freedom from all an.
noying after-eating distress
can only be experienced
when the digestive system
is strong' and working
Such
a condition can be

bharmoniously.

promoted by care-
ful diet and the
assistance of

HOSTETTER’S
Stomach Bitters

No Occasion to Stoop.

“I think you are the mwan who
gtole my ehirt,” sald Pat one day
when he met a very suspicious looking
foreigner knocking about his house,

“Do you think 1 would stoop so low
as  to toake your shirt?” sald the
Btranger,

“You hadn't to stoop at all, It was
anging up.”

Just Gtaying,
“Whera are you living now, Pod-
gers !
“Nowhere., Boarding at the same
old place.”"—~Drowuing.'s Muagazine,

Not Gray Halrs but Tired Fyes
make us look older thun we are, Keep
your Eyves young and you will look young.
After the Movies Murine Your Eyes. Don't
tell your age. Murine FEye Remedy Co,,
Chilcugo, Bends Eye Book on request.

Why does a young man try to keep
on the right side of his best girl when
he knows her heart is on the left
glde?

Piles Cured in 6 to 14 Days
DProggista refund money it PAZO QOINTMENT
faiis 1o cure liching. Blind, lileeding or Protrad-
lug Piles. First application gives relisf, <oe.
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Love at first sight often causes the
victims to wish they had consulted an
oculist

Nebraska Dlrecto'rﬁj.

United Farmer’s Rural
Credit Association
of Nebraska

INCORPORATED FOR $500,000.00

An organization which Is co-operas-
tive Iin the truest pense and will moake
long time loans, 10-20-3 years, at low
rate of Interest on the partial pay-

ment plan, Lot us Instruct you how
to get the benefts,
OFFICERS

R. V. McOrew, President; also presi-
dent of the State Bank of Naponee,
Neb,; Btute Bank, Riverton, Neb,:
State Bank, Republlcan Clty, Neb,:
Elate Bank, Woondworth, Kan,

Chas, Ruden, Crofton, Neb.; Vice.
Presldent  (Btate Benator, Farmer,
and Btockman),

C. J. Warner, Waverly, Nebh, Treas-
urer (Hopresentative  29th, 9Sth and
Sth Legislature, Farmer and Stock-
manj.

Frank B. S8aunders, Secretary (Audi-
tor, Kune County, Publlc Accoun-
tant, Elgin, 1iL).

Address R. T. DABNEY, Sales Mgr.
Bankers Life Building
Lincoln, Nebraska

—_

AIT n A thoroughly rellable lo-
cal agent to represent

and look after the business of

United Farmers' Rural Credit Associa
of Nebraska, A splendid opportunity for
the man who can furnish upquestionable

reference,

United Farmers’' Rural Credit Asan.

Bankers Life Bidg.,

Lincoin, Neb.

HOTEL

THE PAXTON 52355

Rooms from $1.00 up single, 76 centa up doubls.
CAFE PRICES REASONABLE

The ar

Army of
Constipation

Is Growing Smaller Every Day,
CARTER'S LITTLE 48
LIVER PILLS

SMALL PILL, SMALL DOSE, SMALL PRICE.
Genuine must bear Signature

Soow T ot

XUV UAN'T CUT OUT A

Bog Spavin or Thoroughpin

but you can clean them off promptly with

K A BSORBINE

and yvou work the horse same time,
Does not blister or remove the
hair, $2.00 per bottle, delivered.
Will tell you more if vou write.
Book 4 M free, ABSORBINE, JR.,
the antiseptic liniment for ru:mhind;
reduces Varicose Veins, Rupture

Muscles or Ligamenias, Eniarged Glands. Wens,

Cyss.  Allays paln gukkly.  Price 81 and 83
& bottle st douggiane or delivered. Made in the U 5 A, by

W.F.YOUNG.P. D.F.. 310 Temple §L, Springfiald, Mass.
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