o —

RED CLOUD, NEBRASKA,

CHIEF

e

i EW facts in natural history are so
interesting as the annual migra-
tion of birds, and largely beeause
there is such little real under-
standing as to the nature and
methoda of this remarkable phe.
nomenon.  Theorles are plen-
tiful, but a demonstrable expla-
nation of all the facts Involved is still wanting.
SBome of the inherent characteristics of migra-
tion, such as the apparent sense of direction
posseseed by birds, seem to defy observation
and analygis, and to be absolutely bevond our
ken so far as any understanding goes. The
cause itself of this curlous habit so far is only
conjectural, but the most logical explanation
secems to be a search for food. This apparently
holds good for the fall flight from North to
South, when Insects have perished from the cold,
and vegetation died, go that both insectivorous
and graln-eating birds are alike affecied Yet
some members of both specles, crows, Jays, quall,
partridges, wood ducks, cardinal grosbeaks (the
ordinary red bird) and often some red-headed
woodpeckers, remaln North throughout the win-
ter and manage somehow to make a llving and
perpetuate thelr specles.

Even if these be exceptions to the general rule,
there still remalns the unanswered question, Why
do not those birds who winter in the South re-
main there throughout the year instead of golng
North when the spring opens? Food is abundant
and apparently southern latitudes are as fitting
for the rearing of young as the far North. As a
matter of fact, we really do not know, though
we have gome Interesting and plausible theorles
about it that do not hear the test of questioning,
o as usual when we run across some mystery In
animal life that we cannot unravel, we call it
“instinct,” and let it go at that. Of this one
thing we may, however, be quite sure, that in-
stinct in animals always serves some useful pur-
pose, and 18 usually an expression of nature's
care for the preservation of the specles.

Years of observation have developed the inter-
esting fact that there are certaln well-defined
routes in all countries which the migrations
follow, certain water courses, certain chains of
mountains, certain valleys, and this seems to
obtain from one generation of birds to another.
Whether the younger birds learn this from the
older birds who have been before, or whather
they simply mechanically follow the older birds
in their flights I8 largely conjecture, but two
facts seem well established. First, that animals
evidently have some method of communicating
with each other, Everyone who has heard Bob
White eall together the scattered covey, or the
hen give the alarm for a hawk to her chickens, 18
convineced on this point. The second fact seems.
however, to controvert the theory of the older
teaching the younger ones the way they ghould
go, for it has been shown in many (nstances
that flocks composed entirely of the year's broods
of young birds make their first migratory flight
alone and unattended by the clder birds, and find
their way unerringly along the usual routes of
migration. Once more we have to fall back upon
instinct. _

Just how birds find thelr way from one distant
latitude to another Is the most inexplicable ot
all the many mysterlous facts of migration. The
length of the flight from northern habitat to
gouthern winter resort varies according to the
different specles of birds all the way from 1,000
to 3,000 miles, and in a few cases to 5,000 miles,
Yet these distances are apparently traversed in
generally direct straight lines, and with the most
orderly and businesslike methods of procedure,
To say that the older birds show the younger
birds the way (since this has been shown to be
untrue in many cases) only removes the difficulty
back into the remote past, for at some time
there had to be some birds to find the way the
first time, and we only dodge this difficulty when
we talk of inherited instinct,

It is clearly not a case of birds seeing thelr
way and being guided by landmarks. It is known
that migrations as a rule take place at night, and
that in general birds fly very high, in fact, at
tremendous heights, when migrating. Under
such conditions finding their way by sight {8 im-
possible. Moreover, the sight theory breaks down
in the case of those birds who cross great
stretches of water where there are no landmarks
whatever, There {8 a specles of cuckoo which
summers in New Zealand and winters In eastern
Australia, which means a straight flight of some
1,200 miles without rest or stop across the track-
less waters. Certain species of humming birds
that winter in Central and South America spend
their summer vacation in the United States, and
to do 8o must fly across gome 1,000 miles of the
Qulf of Mexico.

A recent experiment demonstrated that neither
the theory or seeing the way nor previous knowl-
edge of the route can account for the finding of
the way in migration. Fifteen terns were taken
from thelr nesting places on Bird Key, Tortugas
{one of the islands of the Florida reef) and were
yeleased at distances varying from 20 to 850
miles from thelr home, and 13 of the 15 found
their way back safely. Observations have also
ghown that the. same birda return to the same
gpot vear after year. Robins that winter In
Florida will bulld their nests in the same tree
b a northern state ay long as they live. An ex-
plantation which I8 in much favor is the probable
’ouenslon of a sixth sense—the sense of direc-
.
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tion—concerning whose physical basis and nature

we are entirely in the dark. It seems to be a
sense common to most animals. It I8 extremely
well developed in horses and dogs, and llkewise
in fishes, who yvear after year come back to the
game stream to spawn. It is possessed to a lesser
degree by man, belng more pronounced in the
savage than In the civilized man, probably be.
cause in the latter disuse has dulled its percep-
tion.

The speed at which birds fly during migration
probably varles according to the natural capacity
of the species. Nevertheless, in such flights

Y .

g

<

i {/ .-:’

) '\’
‘
{ t_-}"h == o

they display « speed and endurance entirely out F
of thelr ordinary wont, A little sandpiper, which
gummers in northern Siberin near the Arctic, has
to iy over the Himalaya mountainsg In order to
reach Indin, where it passes the winter, In doing
this It mugt rige to helghts of four miles and up
wards to clear the towering ranges.  Wilson'a
petrel 1s knawn to range from the South Ant
arctle ocean to the northern lmits of British
Amerlea. As ducks’ and geese are almost the
only birds whose migrations have been seen in
the daytime, many telescopie ohservationa and
instantaneous photographs have been taken of
them during flight. These observations indicate
that the flight of ducks, particularly teal, must
frequently reach a speed of 100 miles an hour
and over. Even with the slower flylng birds it
{s possible to cover long stretches in one night,
as the flight seems to be pursned without rest
“all throught the night.” The probable cholce
of night for flight is that the day may be de-
voted to feedinz. Resides, the dangers of the
birds of prey, other than owls, are thus avolded.
The ducks that reach this latitude in the spring
ara frequently very thin and poor, evidently ow-
{ng to the strenuousness of thelr voyage,

One of the remarkable characteristies of ml.
gration 1& the regularity of its annual movement
among the different gpecles, often the same doy
ench fall and epring marking the departure and
arrlval. The flights seem invariably to bea In
flocks. whether the epecies  be grogarious or
otherwise No sooner I8 the destination reached
than the nongregarious species separate either
singly or in pairs. One exception to this are
robing, which are nongregarious in the North,
but invarinbly go in flocks in the Bouth. Just
why some birds of the iame species stop In one
latitude while others go farther on i{s not known,
though probably the question of food supply is
the determining factor. The whole subject of
migration is one of the interesting phenomena
in nature which has been a matter of common
observation for some thousand years and yet of
whose esgential nature we have only the scantest

{nformation,

The Bird Or the Cat?

“The Bird or the Cat?" has become a scratch-
ing subject which is making the feathers fly in
many a heretofore peaceful neighborhood. Bird
lovers who have attempted to establish sanctu
aries for their feathered friende have been com-
pelled to revise their visiting lists according to
where her royal highness, Tabbykins, holds sway.

The bird man who has found to his sorrow that
any bird and cat combination means eat-astrophe,
even while he is taking the mangled body of the
little feathered tenant, that he has worked for
months to attract, from the clutches of the inno-
cent-looking, fluffy, four-footed murderer, will be
assailed by the cat-owner, who Indignantly de-
clares that while other low-bred creatures may
catch birds, she knows her own blue-blooded
darling Fluffykins is too well bred and too well
fed to do such a deed!

Naturalists statistically rank the felis domes-
ticus as third in the bird-destroying agents, hold-
ing every roaming cat responsible for the lives of
at least fifty birds a year. A game warden who
reports 200 quall killed by a mother cat In less
than a year on the game preserve advocates the
wholesale extermination of cats under the super-
vialon of a game warden.

The value of the cat to catch mice or rats 1a
disputed by a bird enthuslast, who maintains that
this' Nero of the animal world will hush forever
the joyous song of any little feathered chorister
simply for his own amusement when not In need
of food. When he dines he goes after a cold bird
in preference to any other delicacy, and will
catch mice or rats only as a last resort to keep
from starving.

The most serions arraignment against both the.

domestic and stray cat Is made by the boardas
of health, who have found these animals to be
carriers of scarlet fever, diphtherla and other
diseases most fatal to their human assoclates,

A successful business man says that if a cat
kills a little chicken In the yard of the average
farmer, the cat is made away with. If the four-
footed hunter comes home with a quall, he s
pettéd; vet the quall is of greater economic value
to the farmer than Is either the cat or the
chicken. He thinks, for humane reasons, the wild
or stray cat left on abandoned farms should be
put out of the way.

A cat-a-comb, where feline prowlers may be lald
permanently to rest, {8 considered a necessary
adjunct to every bird sanctuary by a bird con-
servationist, who has tried, without success, varl-
ous methods to prevent cats from killing helpless
#ong and insectivorous birds so valuable to man.
Another long sufferer from cat depredations con-
eiders a near-by deeper bath, in which to im-
merse and leave the savage depredators, Is the
only way In which a bird bath may be maintained

Some friends of the birds think to license the
cat and hold the owner responsible for his pet's
destructiveness will gsolve not only the vexing cat,
but also the kitten, question. They conclude that
if a person pays for a license he will not be so

apt to desert his cat, leaving it dependent upon
hunting for a lving.

Optimists who still believe that cat nature may
be educated or restrained, suggest that bells and
bright rikbon be placed on pussy so that a warn-
ing will precede her fatal spring. Others advo-
cate that the poles or trees on which bird houses
are placed should be shenthed in tin or wrapped
in barh wire to prevent the eat from clmbing
fip and destroying the half-grown nestlings before
they can fly to safety. A thorny rose bush ls
adviged by.another humane person; but the ever-
present eynic thinks It much better to plant the
cat at the roots of the rose bush, where he Is
sure in time to evolve Iinto harmless fertilizer.

MYSTERIOUS JAGS.

“Poflfels says he makes it a rule never to take
a drink before six o'clock in the evening.”

“‘hem!ll

“Well?" .

“1 frequently see him full during the day and
1 was just wondering If he had hit upon some
way to take his liquor hypodermically.”

PUZZLED,
“l never can tell what you men are talking
about,” sald the debutante, with a pout.
“What's the matter now, Celestine?"”
“1 met Mr. Brokerly just now, and he sald he'd
been up to his neck in wheat all morning, yet )
never saw him look more immaculate.”

IN THE EUGENIC HOUBEHOLD,
“These egge are exactly as I llke them, Hor-
tenge.”
“Yes, Archimedes, 1 submerged them in water
at 212 degrees Fahrenheit for exactly two and
one-half minutes ™

TOO BULKY.
Stout Wife—How do you like my masquerade
costume? 1I'm a page,
Husband—Page® You look more
ume.—Princeton Tiger.

like a wvol

HIGHBROWS.
She—Didn't you think the people at Mrs, Gan-
der's reception were all extremely dull?
“Yes, but you know It was author's day."—
Life.

NATURAL DEDUCTION.
"l wonder how those spirit messages are writ-
ten®" remarked the dense party,
“With a medlum pencll, I imagine.” replied the
wise guy

NOT THE RIGHT KIND.
“l1 don't gee how you can etand these howling
studenta with thelr class yells for everything.®
"Well, you see, they're such a cheery sort.”

His Own Windows.

A womau had been arrested for
throwing stones through the windows
of a bullding on Pacific avenue and
her lnwyer, “Indignation” Jones, had
applied to Judge Goggin for a writ of
hubeas corpus

After the facts had beeon reclited
without comment, Judge Goggln ex:
claimed

“"Haold on there
You say that was?™

What number did

“Number 16"

“Thatt my property. 'l pay the
fine mys=elf, but don't break the win-
dows ngain.”

REAL SKIN COMFORT

Follows Use of Cuticura Soap and
Qintment. Trlal Free.

By bathing and anointing these fra-
grant superereamy emollients impart
to tender, sensitive or frritated, Hehs
Ing skine a feeling of Intense skin
comfort difflcult for one to realize who
has never used them for like purposes, |
Cultivate an acqualntance with them, |

sample each free by mall with Hoolk. |
Address posteard, Cuticura, Dept. XY,
Boston, Sold everywhere—Adv.

Too Much for Them,
Corpulent Individual-— Hut you ean’t
glve me any reason why 1 should not
enlist
Bpouse--Well, 1 should mixs
doar, but the Germans conldn't
don Mall

- I ——

Iimportant to Mothers
Examine carctully every bottle of

you,
Lo

CASTORIA, a safe and sure remedy for |

infants and chlldren, and seo that it

Hears the .f: :

Slgnature of
In Use For Over 30 Years,
Children Cry for Fletcher’s Castoria
His MNistake, v
“Jones Is a self-made man."
“1 know. He surely mnde a mis
take in not consulting an expert.”

YOUR OWN DRUGGINT WILL TELL YOU
Murine Wee nudafur l{ad..rvuh. Watory

you _and Girmnn llr‘|~l yollds; w Bmaning -

ust Kye n-ul-ﬂl rite for Book of the ro
y mall Free. Murine Kye Hemedy Co,, Uhleago,

The ostrich always approaches its
nest by a devious path, the idea being
to concenl the location from observa-

| Biliousness,

tlon.

Rheumatism Is Torture

Many palons that pnss as rhoamatism
nre due 1o thie fallure of the Kidoeys to
drive off urie acld thoroughly. When
youu miffer achy, bud Joints, backnehe
tow, dizginess and urinary disturbanees,

ot Donn's Kildney DPills, the remedy §
that In recommended by over 100,
wople In many different lands. Toan's
‘ili'“l')‘ Pilts help weak kidneys to

drive out the urle Acld which so often
causes backache, rheamatingm and Jume

" A Kansas Case

D 1. Bumner &0 =

Tndinna Ht, Neos
deshin, Kun, maysl
“My  back  often
palned wo badly I
couldn't  get  up
without help, The
doctor anld T had
gravel and  would
hinve  to  undergo
an operation.  The
kildney seoretlons
were  in terrible

shape and my
hiealth was all run
down. The first box

of Doan's Kldney
Pills helped me nnd
continued use  rid
e of  the alle
ments."*

Get Doan’s st Any Store, 80e & Bon
DOAN’S 2%
FOSTER-MILBURN CO., BUFFALO, N. Y.

The Wretchedness
of Constipation
Can quickly be overcome b

CARTER'S LITTLE
LIVER PILLS.

~—qact §
ently
iver.

Head- '
nghe. \ L
Dizzi- ==
ness, and Indigestion. They do their duty,
SMALL PILL, SMALL DOSE, SMALL PRICE

Genuine must bear Signature
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Reliable evidence is abyndant that women

are constantly being restored to health by

Lydia E. Pinkham’s

Vegetablc Compound

The many testimonial letters tnat we are continually pubs
lishing in the newspapers—hundreds of them—are all genu-
ine, true and unsolicited expressions of heartfelt gratitude
for the freedom from suffering that has come to these
women solely through the use of Lydia E. Pinkham’s

Vegetable Compound.
Money could not buy nor

any kind of influence obtain

such recommendations; you may depend upor it that any
testimonial we publish is honest and true—if you have an
doubt of this write to the women whose true names
addresses are always given, and learn for yourself,

Read this one from Mrs. Waters:

Caupen, N.J.—*1 was sick for two years with ne
kidnag:’ were affected. I had a dzctor all the rtggl: d?ti'il"ud a
ttery, but nothing did me any good. Iwas not able to go
£ m ?elt': onl? couch or iﬁllleeplng;chair.md 800D
n. Finall ootor wo
| my “husband heard of Lyd ham's
got me some. In two months I

vanic

but spen
beoTt%a a.lm&ut as

health, and
Oommnd
am & new woman and

am at ual
our medicine to every one and &&%M‘—

E

for his
dia E. Pinkham's tabls
Ly s i ero

|

Torms

ATzns, 530 Mechanio Street, Camden,
From Hanover, Penn.

g & few bottles my

the finest boy babies you ever saw.”—Mrs. C. A

No. 5, Hanover, Pa.

disa; d bha
gpaared,an we now wﬁﬁf

Now answer this question if you can. Why should a

woman continue to suffer without first

Pinkham’s Vegetable Com

giving Lydia E.

pound a trial?  You know that

it has saved many others—why should it fail in your case?

For 80
Compo
male ills. No one sick with
mons medicine

made
has restored somany suffering women tomﬂ‘:f
F\Vrlto to LYDIA E.PINKHAM MEDICINE CO.
our le

(CONFIDENTIAL) LYNN, MASS,, for advi

tter will be opened, read an
lnnﬁ'lotoonﬂden.::.w

by & woman and

rs Lydia E. Pink 's Vegetal
has bozn the ltandu‘l!slr‘;ai'nXd tor‘f,lg

w
does justice to herself If she doe:.g:?"

from roots and

ments
this fa-

bridges.
treated.

DAISY FLY KILLER P aa7viis &%

Blss. Neal, clean, or
namental, convenlen
AR cheep.  Losts al
il sennon. Madeo
maotal, can'tapillvr p
wver; will pot soll oF
ipnjure anything
tiuarantesd effective.
Alldealers orfsent
; express pald for 81,00
lmuufuu.mmm Ave, Breskiga, B, B

DR.BRADBURY, Dentist

It will pay you to come to me for your Dental work., 26 long yeara
of experience Inone spot. Palnless—guaranteed fillings, crovns and
Plates that wear and fit. Diseased gums successfully
Fillings from $1 up. Rallroad fare for 50 miles allowed.
Send for Free Booklet. 92(-22 Woedman of World, Omaha
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