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Captnin Abraham Rose
h wife, have lost thelr littie home
through Abo's unluu-h{ purchase of Tena-
fly Gold mining stock. Thelr housshold

# mold, the 8190 auction money, al
hoy have left, will plnoe Abe In the Old
an's home, or An in the O1d Ladles’
me. Hoth are nﬁ-ucﬂﬂcin. but Abe
oclden: “llg dear this is the fust time
I've had a chance to take the wust of It."
old coupla bld good-by to the little
house, Terror of “what folks will say”
sanda Lh nlong by-paths to the gate of
the Old Ladlea’ home. Mins Ahlqu I, ma-
tron of the Ol Ladles’ home, hears of
il fortune of the old couple, Bhe tells
the othar old lades, and lllunz. who has
pald a double fee for the only double hed-
chamber, volres the unanimous verdiot
Abe must be taken In with his wife
Abo awakens next morning to find that
he Is YOld Lady No. 81" o old Indies
him such a warm welcome that he
made to fesl at home at once. ‘"Brother
Abe'' sll‘ptlnﬂl uré!ler :'ho w?rm reception
slaters, and & relgn of peace begine
In the Old Ladies' home, Abe is the cen-
of the community, The semi-annunl
t of Blossy's aged lover, Capt. Bamusl
rby, ls dus. Abe advises her to marry
Wor the first time the captain falls

to appear.

and Angeline,

CHAPTER Vil—Continued.

At night, however, she waa obliged
to admit that he could not be coming;
and then, quivering with honest anxi-
oty for her old friend, Blossy dipped
into her emergency fund, which she
kept In the heart of a little pink china
plg on a asbelf In her room—a pink
china pig with a Iid made of stiff
black hair standing on edge In the
middle of his back—and sent a tale-
gram to Captain Darby, asking if he
were alck. :

The answer came back slowly by
mall, to Aind Blossy on the verge of
& nervous collapse, under the care of
all the women In the housa.

That letter Blossy never showed to
Brother Abe, nor to any one else.
Noither did she treasure it in the sen-
timental trunk beneath the attic eaves.
The letter ran:

Dear Betay Ann: I never felt batter In
my life. Ain't been slck a minute, Just
made up my mind T was a old fool, and
was golng to quit. If you change your in-
tentions at any time, just drop me & pos-
tal AB ever,

BAM'L. DARBY, E8Q.

“This, Captain Durby, makes your
rejection finall' vowed Blossy to her
self, as she the note into frag.
ments and drowned them in the spir-
ita of lavender with which the sisters
bad been seeking to soothe her dis-
tracted nerves,

CHAPTER VIII.
The Anniversary.

About this time Blossy developed a
tendency to draw Brother Abraham
aslde at every opportunity, convenient
or inconvenient, in order to put such
questions as these to him:

“Didn’t you say it is fully thirty-five
yeara since you and Captain Darby
were on the beach together? Do you
think he has grown much older? Had
he lost his hair then? Did he care
for the opposite sex? Was he very
brave—or would you say more brave
than stubborn and contrary? Isn't It
a blessing that I never married him?"

Fearful of the ridicule of the sisters,
Blossy was ulways careful to conduct
these Inquiries In whispers, or at least
in undertones with a great observance
of secrecy, sometimes stopping Abe on
the stalrs, sometimes beckoning him
to her slde when she was busy about
her household tasks on the pretense of
requiring his asalstance, On one oe-
caslon she even went so far as to in-
velgle him into holding a skein of
wool about his clumsy hands, while
she wound the violet worsted into a
ball, and delicately Inquired if he be-
lleved Bamuel spoke the truth when
he protested that he had never pald
court to any other woman,

Alas, Blossy's frequent tetew-tetes
with the amused but sometimes Impa-
tlent Abraham started an exceedingly
foolish suspiclon. When, asked the
sisters of one another, did Abe ever
help any one, save Blossy, shell dried
beans or pick over prunes? When had
he ever been known to hold wool for
Angy's winding? Not once aince
woolng time, | warrant you. What
could this continual hobnobbing and
golug off lnto corners mean, except—
flirtation?

Ruby *“ Lee whispered it first [nto
Aunt Nanoy's good ear. Aunt Nancy
indulged In four pinches of snuff in
rapid successlon, sneezed an amasing
number of times, and then acridly ipn.
formed Ruby Lee that she was a “jeal.
ous cat” and always had been ope.

However, Aunt Nancy could not re-
fraln from carrying the gossip to Mias
Bllle, adding that ehe herself had been
suspicious of Abe's behavior from the
start

“Oh, no, no!” cried the shocked and
shrinking spinster. “And Angy so
WI all the time? I don't believe
! But whisper, whisper, buzs, buss,

t the goasip, until finally it reached
pink little ears at the side of

head, The pink ears turned crimson,
likewise the adjoining cheeks, and
Miss Ablgall panted with righteous In-
dignatlon, e

“It all comes of this plagued old
winter time," she declared, sharply
biting her thread, for she was mend-
ing a tablecloth. “Shet the winders on
summer, an' yew ketch the tall of
slander in the latch every time. Naow,
of 1 hear one word about this 'tarnal
foollshness comin’' to Angy's ears, or
* Brother Abe's, or Blossy's elther, fer
that matter, we'll all have to eat off'n
oll-cloth Bundays, the same as week-
days, untll 1 see & more Christian
sperit In the house.”

She gave the Bunday damask across
her lap a pat which showed she waa
in earnest; and tho rebuked aisters
glanced at one another, as If to say:

“Suppose the minlster should walk
In some Babbath afternoon and find
oll-cloth on the table, and ask the rea-
son why?"

They one and all determined to take
Aunt Nancy's advice and “sew & but-
ton on thelr lips.*

Fortunately, too, the February thaws

i | had already set in, and the remainder

of the winter passed without any se-
vere atraln on the "buttonholes.” And
at length the welcome spring began to
peep forth, calling to the old folks,
“Come out, and grow young with the
young year!"

With the bursting forth of the new
springtide the winter's talk seamed to
drop as a withered and dead oank leaf
falls from its winter-bound branches;
and Abe stood once more alive to the
bleasings of renewed approval,

Angy went out of doors with Miss
Abigall, and puttered around among
the flowers as If they were her own,
thanking God for Abe's increasing pop-
ularity In the same breath that she
gave thanks for the new buds of the
spring.

The anniversary of the Romes' en-
trance into the Home drew nearer, and
Blosasy suggested that- the best way
to celebrate the event woald be by
means of a "plnk tea.”

Nelther Angy nor Abe, nor In faot
half the sisters, had any clear concep-
tion of what a tinted function might
be; but they one and all selzed upon
Blossy's idea as if it were a veritable
inspiration, and for the time jealousies
were forgotten, misunderstandings
erased.

Such preparations as were made for
that tea! The deaf-and-dumb gar
dener was sent with a detachment of
small boys to fetch from the wayside
and meadows armfuls of wild roses
for the decorations. Miss Abigall
made pink lcing for the cake. Ruby
Les hung bleeding-hearts over the
dining-room door. Aunt Nancy resur
rected from the bottom of her trunk a
white lace cap with a rakish-looking
pink bow for an adornment, and fas-
tened it to her scant gray hairs in
honor of the occasion. Blossy turned
her pink china pig, his 11d left upstaire,
into a sugar bowl.

Pink, pink, pink, everywhere; even
in Angy's proud cheeks! Pink, and
pink, and pink! Abe used to grow
dizzy, afterward, trying to recall the
various pink articles which graced
that tea.

But most delightful surprise of all
was his anniversary gift, which was
slyly slipped to his place after the dis-
cussion of the rose-colored strawberry
gelatin. It was a square, five-pound
parcel wrapped In pink tissue paper,
tlad with p'nk string, and tound to con-
tain so much Virginia tobacco, which
Blossy bad Invelgled an old southern
admirer Into sending her for “charit-
able purposes.”

After the presentation of this valu-
able gift, Abraham felt that the time
had come for him to make a speech—
practically his malden speech.

He sald at the beginning, more
suavely at his ease than he would
have belleved possible, secure of sym-
pathy and approbation, with Angy's
glowing old eyes upon her prodigy,
that all the while he had been at the
Home, he had never before felt the
power to express his gratitude for the
welcome which had been accorded
him—the welcome which seemed to
wenr and wear, as If It were all wool
and a yard wide, and could never wear
out,

The old ladles nodded thelir heads in
approval of this, every face beaming;
but as the speech went on the others
percelved that Abe had singled out
Blossy for speclal mention--blind,
blind Abraham—Blossy, who had first
proposed admitting him into this para-
dise; Blossy, who had gilven up her
sunny south chamber to his comfort
and Angy's; Blossy, who had been as
a "guardeen apgel” to him; Blossy,
who as a fitting climax to all her sis-
terly attentions had given him today
this wonderful, wonderful pink tea,
and “this five hull pound o' Virginny
terbaccer,”

He held the parcel close to his
bosom, and went on, still pralsing
Blossy—this innocent old gentleman,
—heedless of Angy's gentle tug at his
coat-tall; while Blossy burled her ab-
surdly lovely face in the pink flush
of a wild-rose spray, and the other old
ladies stared from him to her, thelr
faces growlng hard and cold.

When Abrabam sat down, aglow
with pride over his oratorical tri-
umphs, bis chest expanded, his counte-
nance wrinkled Into & thousand guile-
less, grateful smiles, there was abso-
lute silence.

Then Blossy, her head still bowed as
it in shy confusion, began to clap her
hands daintily together, whereat a tew
of the others joined her half-heartedly.
A sense of chill crept over Abraham,
Accustomed as a rule to deferential
attention, did he but say good morn-
ing, by no means aware that his throne
mtio”":d durlnr:'.:ho winter, he was

0 to percelve that someothing
had gone amiss,

Miss Abigall'a generously proportioned [

RED CLOUD,

As always when aunght troublea nm
mind, “father” turned to Angy; but
Instead of his composed and resource-
ful little wife he found a scared-faced
and trembling woman. Angy had sud-
denly become consclous of the shadow
of the greeneyed monster. Angy's
loyal beart was crying out to her
mate: "“Don’t git the sisters daown on
yer, Abe, ‘cus then. mebbe, yew'll lose
your hum!” But poor Angeline's lips
were 8o stiff with terror over the pros-
pect of the county house for her hus-
band, that she could not persuade
them to speech.

Abraham, completely at sea, turned
next to her whom he had called his
guardian angel; but Blosey was rising
from her seat, a bafMing smile of ex-
pectancy on her face, the rose spray
swinging in her delicate hand as if to
the measure of some music too far
back In youth for anyoue else to hear.
Blossy had worn that expectant look
all day. She might have been delight-
edly hugging to herself a secret which
she had not shared even with the
trusted Abraham. BShe was gowned
in her yellow lace, the beauty and
grace of which had defled the chang-
ing fashions as Blossy's remarkable
elegance of appearance had defled the
passing of the years.

“Brother Abe,"—In her heedlessness
of the mischief she had wrought,
Blossy wmseemed almost to sing—"I
never shall forget your speech as long
as I llve. Will you excuse me now?"
She swept out of the door, her skirta
rustling behind her.

Abe collected himself so far as to
bow in the direction she had taken;
then with lamblike eyes of Inquiry met
the exasperated glances cast upon
him.

Not a sister moved or spoke. They
all sat as If glued to thelr chairs, in a
silence that was fast growing appall-
Ing.

Abe turned his head and looked be-
hind his chair for an explanation; but
nothing met his eye, save the famillar
plcture on the wall of two white kit-
téns playing in the midst of a buge
bunch of purple lilaca.

Then there broke upon the stilluesa
the quavering old volce of Aunt
Nancy, from her place opposite Abe's
at the head of the board. The aged
dame had her two hands clasped be-
fore her on the edge of the table,
vainly trying to steady their palsied
shaking. Her eyes, bright, plercing,
age-defying, she fixed upon the bewll-
dered Abraham with a look of deep
and sorrowful reproach. Her unsteady
head bobbed backward and forward
with many an acousing nod, and the
cap with its rakish pink bow bobbed
backward and forward too. Abe
watched her, fascinated, unconsclously
wondering, even in the midst of his
disquistude, why the cap did not slide
off her bald scalp entirely. To his
amasement, she addressed not himaself,
but Angy.

“Sister Rose, yew kin leave the
room.” Impiacable purpose spoke In
Aunt Nancy's tone. Angy started,
looked up, going first red and then
white; but she did not move. BShe
opened her lips to speak.

“l don't want ter hear a word from
yew, nor anybody else,” sternly Inter-
posed Aunt Nancy. “I'm old enough
ter be yer mother. Go upstairs!”

Angy's glance sought Miss Abigail,
but the matron's eyes avolded hers.
The little wife sighed, rose reluctantly,
dropped her hand doubtfully reassur-
ing on Abe's shoulder, and then went
obedlently to the door.

From the threshold she looked wist-
fully back; but an imperious wave
from Aunt Nanoy banlshed her alto-
gether, and Abe found himself alone
—not with the sisters whom he loved,
but with 28 hard.visaged strangers.
(TO BE CONTINUED,)

Wanted a Little Praise Himeelf.

Following a disastrous fire in & west-
ern city, many men and women gath-
ered to look at the rulns. Some of the
men, seeing that a wall near which
they were standing was toppling, made
haste to get out of the way, and nar-
rowly escaped being crushed.

Johnny Brablson, a good Irish citi-
zen, was 80 near the wall that he could
not escape with the others. 8o, whirl-
ing about, he made for a door in the
wall, burst through it, and came out
on the other side safe, and evidently
very proud of his exploit. Women
who had shut thelr eyes and shrieked
when they saw his danger now gath-
ered round him in great joy, and cried
out:

“Pralse heaven, Johnny Brablson,
down on your knees, and thank
heaven!"

“Yis yis," sald be, “and I will, but
wasn't it injaneyous inn me, now?'—
Youth’s Companion.

No Landmarks In Space.

“There are no landmarks In space;
one portion of space ls exactly llke
every other portion, so that we cannot
tell where we are. We are, as il were,
in an unrufied sea, without stars, com-
pass, soundings, wind or tide, and
we cannot tell In what direction we
are going. We have no log which we
cast out to take a dead reckoning by;
we may compute our rate of motion
with respect to nelghboring bodies,
but we do not know how these bod-
fes may be moving in space.”—Max-
well.

Futurist Window Diaplay.

An Oxford street store has turned
one of its windows iInto a futurist
boudolr, which is a regular “Midsum-
mer Night's Dream.”

There is an oxydized bed with black
sheets and pillows, black and white
striped wall paper, spruce and orange
cushions scattered about at' random
on sofas or on the floor, and finally,
one of these very
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CONSTRUCTION OF CONCRETE MANURE PIT :

L "/z

For mal:'ajining or restoring the
lertility of the fields there Is nothing
peter than barnyard manure, By the
ordinary methods of plling manure on
the ground or storing it In wooden
pens or boxes, 39 to 50 per cent of
{ts fertility is lost, according to the
U. 8. Department of Agriculture.
This loss is brought about In two
ways: First, by leaching or washing
due to heavy rains; second, by fer
mentation or heating caused by lack
of sufficlent molsture. Bince concrete
pits are waterproof, manure may be
kept in them as moist as may be
necessary and such an epormous
waste In the fertility of the manure

load of manure from & concrete pit
is worth 114 to 2 loads of manure as
usually stored. Moreover, with con-
crete pits the supply of manure s
increased by all the liquld manure,
the richest part, from the barn gut-
ters and feeding floors. ]

Shallow manure pits do very well
where the manure can be frequently
hauled to the flelds. The walls and
floor should be 6 Inches thick. The
clear dimensions of the pit are:
Depth, 3 feet; width, 6 feet; length,
12 feet. Dig the trench 3 feet § inches
deep by 68 feet 10 Inches by 12 feet
10 inches. By keeping the sldes ver-
tical only an inside form will be
needed. Frame the sides and ends
separately., For the gides cut the
linch siding 12 feet long and nall
it to the four 2 by 4 inch uprights 3
feet long and equally spaced, The end
uprights for the sides are 2 by 4 Inch
pleces nalled flat to the siding; the
others are also 2 by 4 but are nalled
on edge. It is not necessary to cut
these uprights to exact lengths; they
may be allowed to extend above the
slding. Make the siding for the end
sections of the form 6 feet 2 inches
long and at the ends nall it to the
edge of two 2 by 4 inch uprights.
Place a single 2 by 4 upright between
sach end palr. Cut four cross braces,
6 to 10 inches long, from 2 by 4 inch
timbers. Have enough sections of
woven-wire fencing, 7% feet long, to
cover the bottom of the pit.

Het up the forms on the finished
floor so as to allow a B-inch wall on
all sides. Joln them by nalling to-
gether the 2 by 4'a at the corners of
the sides and ends. Do not drive the
nalls home. Cross-brace with 2 by 4's
and with 1-nch boards from each cen-
tral end upright to the second side up-
right,

Quickly begin filling the forms with
concrete almost wet enough to pour,
and keep it practically the same
helght on all sides. Puddle the con-
crete by running a long paddle up
and down next to the form. Do not
punch the earthen wall. Dirt in the
concrete may make a poor wall. 1If
the top of the earthen wall tends to
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Waste of Barnyard Manure,

crumble, hold it back with l.inch
boards braced against the forms. To
keep out floor water, the pit may be
extended 6 inches above the ground by
using the lower half of a 1-foot board
to hold back the dirt, by allowing the
remainder to project above the ground
level, and by adding 6 Inches to the
beight of the fnside form. Remove
the forms after the concrete has set
four days by first drawing the nalls
in the corner 2 by 4's. The pit may
be used after 10 days.

Where the manure must be stored
for & considerable length of time,
larger pits or basins are required.
Such pits are seldom made over b feet
deep and are wide enough so that the
manure may be loaded on a spreader
in the pit and drawn up a roughened
concrete incline or run. The slope for
such & run must not be steeper than
1 foot up to 4 feet out.

In bullding a manure basin use &
team with & plow and scraper to make
an earthen pit in which to bulld &
concrete basin of the clear dimensions
ghown. In Iaylng out the earthen pit,
bear in mind that the concrete walls
and floor are 8 Inches thick and make
due allowance for the same, With a
spade trim the sides and the deep end
vertical.

In order to form & sump Role from
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[t il 2 AW Y

may thus be entirely prevented. One |

Shallow Manure Pit.

which the liquld manure can be
pumped, in one corner at the deep end
of the pit dig & hole 18 Inches deep
by 2% feet in dlameter. To protect
the concrete floor, at the upper end of
the driveway excavate & trench 8
Inches wide and 2 feet deep for a con-
crete foundation mpron. Extend it
around the corners and slope it up-
ward to meet driveway incline,

In general, the framing of the forms
is slmilar to that of shallow pits. If
the earthen walls stand firm, only an
Inside form wll be needed. Other
wise, build an outer form. For the
forms use 1-inch siding on 2 by 4 inch
studding spaced 2 feet 8 (inches.
These uprighta need not be cut to
exact lengths. Save lumber by allow-
ing them to extend above the siding.
Stiften each section of the form by
nailing a 2 by 4 inch scantling to the
uprights at the top and bottom wof the
forms.

Erect the forms in the pit. Set
them on 8-nch concrete blocks or
bricks, so that the floor may be bullt

A Cheap Shelter for Manure.

under them., To prevent bulging,
cross-brace the forms with 2 by 4 inch
timbers. Begin filling with concrete,
as for shallow manure pits, and do not
stop until the job is completed.

Lay the floor for the bottom and the
incline the same as for shallow pits.
To give teams a sure footing on the
incline, embed in the concrete the
turned-up ends of iron cleats bent at
right angles, similar to a capital U,
Old wagon tires, cut in lengths nol
greater than 20 inches and turped up
4 inches at each end, will do, Leave
1 inch clearance between the cleats

not to obstruct the wheelway. OCpace
the cleats 14 to 16 Inches, Roughen or
corrugate the bottom crosswise every
6 inches by using a 6-foot length of
2 by 4 Inch scantling beveled length.
wise to the shape of a carpenters
chisel. To make the corrugations, set
the timber with the beveled face to-
ward the incline. Strike the 2 by 4
with a heavy hammer, so as tb Indent
the concrete to the depth of 1 inch.
Cutter for Silage.

There are on the market several
makes of silage cutters that will give
satiefaction, according to Farmers'
Bulletin 678, issued by U. 8. Depart:
ment of Agriculture. The: capacity
of the machine is an important consid-
eration which should not be over
looked by ghe purchaser. Many pen
sons make the mistake of getting &
cutter which is too small, thus ma-
king the operation of filling the silo
very slow and interfering with the
continuous employment of the entire
force of men.

It is better to get a machine large
enough so that every one will be able
to keep busy all the time. The larger
cutters are equipped with self-feeders,
& labor-saving device which the smal-
ler sizes lack. Other factors to be
taken Into account in purchasing a
cutter are the amount of work to be
done and the power avallable, Of
ocourss, for the filling of a very small

‘sllo it would not be wise to buy a

large machine. Nelther would it be
advisable to overload the engine or
motor by using a cutter which is too
large for the power avallable,

Two types of silage elevators are
in us—the old-style chain carrier and
the blower. The chaln carrier re-
quires less power, but is harder to set
up and there is more litter when it is
used, especlally in windy weather.
For these reasons the blower ia now
fast displacing the ecarrier.

The blower should be placed as
nearly perpendicular as possible =0 as
to reduce to the minimum the friction
of the cut corn upon the inside of the
plpe and lessen the danger of clog-
ging.

The ususal length of cutting varies
from one-half to 1 inch., The latter is
considered & little too long, since
pleces of this length will neither pack
so0 closely in the silo nor be so com-
pletely consumed when fed as the
shorter lengths. On the other hand,
the longer the pleces the more rapldly
can the corn be run through the out

and the concrete, and set them so as |

Calumet Baking
Powderis first in the
hearts of the millions
of housewives who
use it and know it,

DESCRIPTION WAS ALL RIGHT
Not Just What Jonss Was Looking
for, But Brown Surely Had
Told the Truth.

As Brown landed on the platform he
ran full butt into Jones.

“Where bound, Jones, and why such
speed?” queried Brown. .

“Just off to Seashell-on-the-Mud, and
am axious to get some frult before |
start.”

“Fruit? Just the thing! Now ehe's
just off; jump in that carriage. 1 left
a fine pear in the corner.”

Jones got in and started searching
around.

“My friend sald he left a fine pear
in the corner,” explained Jones, as an
old lady sniffed angrily at the way he
searched round her.

“Guess he meant that corner, my
man,” she snapped.

Jones looked and saw a young cou-
ple blushing furlously.

The British Hussars.

The Seventh Queen's Own Hussaras
formed from dragoons in 1807 was
the regiment In which the duke of
Connaught served to learn cavalry
service, after being in the rifles and
artillery, His gon, Prince Arthur, and
also the Prince Alexander of Teck be
gan their military career in the same
regiment.

Every man has a hobby and every
woman two or three.

When a man gets fresh he's spolling
for a fight,

DEFIANCE STARC

is constantly growing in favor because it

Does Not Stick to the Iron
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